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Turn the page and 

discover how painting 

became my life ...
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Mother Nature was my 

first art teacher!
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Growing Up by the Sea

“… it was such a joy to run about on the cliffs!”

Did you know that all colour is made of light? Well, of course I didn’t 

know that as a child either, and yet even so I soon became aware that the 

very air was made of delicious colours: violet, blue, indigo, pink, yellow, 

green … In 1845, when I was five years old, my Parisian parents took 

me to live beside the sea at Le Havre in Normandy, and, as I grew older, 

I often went exploring along the beaches and cliffs with my sketchbook. 

I was good at pencil drawing and I would return home mercilessly 

scratched by brambles and stung by nettles. You could say that Mother 

Nature was my first art teacher …
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Eugène Boudin

“From my most tender infancy I already had a passion for drawing.”

My second teacher was a landscape painter named Eugène Boudin. As a 

teenager I often drew caricatures of local people and, at seventeen, I had my 

first exhibition in a local picture framer’s shop that Boudin used. When he saw 

my cartoons he said, “These little things are yours are they, young man?” In his 

gentle way he was telling me that I could do much better. In fact, he invited me 

to go painting outdoors with him. At first, in my ignorance, I was unimpressed by 

Boudin’s paintings. To my uneducated eye they looked half-finished and scribbly. 

Nevertheless, it was Boudin who persuaded me to buy my first paintbox.

Buy a paintbox and I will 

teach you how to paint.
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Jules Didier with Wings, c.1860

Monet drew this caricature of the landscape 

painter,  Jules Didier, with a butterfly’s body. 

Monet’s caricatures were influenced by 

humorists such as Étienne Carjat, Honoré 

Daumier and others he saw published in 

newspapers and the popular satirical comic Le 

Charivari. His caricatures began as doodles in 

his schoolbooks but became so popular that 

Monet began to sell them for 20 francs each.
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