
  Barefoot at the Burning Bush


  
    Take your sandals off your feet,for the place where you stand is holy ground. (Exodus 3:5)

  


  FOR forty years Moses was a prince, heir to the treasures and glories of Egypt, destined to be the leader of men on behalf of Pharaoh. For forty more years he wandered the back side of the desert as a shepherd, the leader of sheep and goats on behalf of his father-in-law. But he was content to do so, having forsaken the pleasures of Egypt and choosing to suffer affliction with the people of God.


  The life of Moses was marked by faith. It began with his parents, who hid him for the first three months of his life, delivering him from a violent death. They were not afraid of the king’s wrath because they trusted in the protection of God. When they could hide him no longer, Moses’ mother placed him in a watertight basket and laid him in the reeds along the riverbank, committing him to the providence of God. Moses was soon discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter, who had compassion on him even though he was a Hebrew. By that same providence, Moses’ mother was privileged to continue nurturing him as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. Because she trusted in the Lord, she was willing to relinquish her son to the purpose of God.


  When he came of age, Moses saw the oppression of his people and traded the splendors of Egypt for the barrenness of the wilderness. He believed that a life honoring the things of God would be far richer than a sumptuous existence without Him.


  Now here he was forty years later, an old man, nearer the end than the beginning, living out the decision he made as a young man. Perhaps not joyfully, but at least content with the way things were. Maybe even depending on the way things were. But those things changed suddenly one day when Moses found himself standing in the middle of a divine encounter, peering into the doorway of his destiny. In an instant he was thrust into a new understanding of God: His presence, His people, His purpose, His power and His provision.


  The Presence of God


  
    Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.”



    So when the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!”


    And he said, “Here I am.” Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” (Exodus 3:1-5)

  


  The initiative of God’s presence always belongs to God Himself. We cannot force our way into His presence, we can only receive it. It does not come to us by thinking, by feeling or even by willing it. It comes only by revelation. God reveals Himself to us. Our part is simply to respond, but respond we must. It was not enough for Moses merely to view the bush from a distance, he had to turn aside and fix his gaze upon it. Turning aside made all the difference between idle curiosity and holy encounter. It was only then that the Lord called out his name, “Moses, Moses.”


  Moses had always been known by God, but now he knew that he was known. Not only known, but now called as well. Whatever else might happen, he realized he could no longer go back to the way things were. He could no longer wander the desert in anonymity, following his own agenda. Obey or disobey, from now on life would be different.


  “Here I am,” Moses answered. A personal call requires a personal response. He presented himself before the Lord. He dare not do otherwise.


  “Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground,” God said. The presence of God is life-changing, that is why it is signified by fire. Fire represents the holiness of God. Nothing remains the same once we’ve experienced that holiness. It purifies that which is precious and purges that which is corrupt. Only the things of God can endure it. That is why Moses had to take off his sandals — his man-made shoes. Nothing must come between his feet and holy ground. Though his feet would afterward be shod once again, in his heart he would always stand barefoot in the holy presence of God.


  The People of God


  
    Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father — the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God. (Exodus 3:6)

  


  As Moses stood barefoot at the burning bush, the Lord revealed Himself to him in very personal terms: “I” and “you.” I am the God of your father. His words spoke of lineage and signified inheritance. They implied agelessness, and faithfulness. God had a people upon the earth and a covenant relationship that crossed centuries and spanned generations. It began with a promise made to Abraham, which was confirmed to Isaac, then to Jacob. Passing from generation to generation in an ever-widening stream, it extended to Moses, who now found himself standing at its brink.


  I am the God of your father. These words came as a challenge: “Here is who I am, and here is who your father was. But do you know who you are? Are you ready to take your place in Me?”


  Moses hid his face. Here was the full realization of his inheritance in God pressing in on him. Here was the weight of glory — the greatness and goodness of God — manifesting in overwhelming brilliance. It was humbling, for who was Moses? Just a nobody on the far edge of nowhere. And yet he was somebody to God. He was part of the people of God and heir to a covenant. He was not alone upon the earth, nor was his existence meaningless, not even in the midst of the desert.


  The Purpose of God


  
    And the Lord said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt. (Exodus 3:7-10)

  


  The purpose of God on the earth has always been about the people of God, to show them His love and mercy, to reveal to them the glory of His goodness, to share with them the joy that is at home in His presence, to bring them out of darkness and into His wonderful light. His covenant faithfulness and steadfast love for them have never been far off. And so He said to Moses, “I have seen their oppression, I have heard their cry, I know their sorrows. So I have come down to deliver them.” His desire for His people has always been to lift the burden, destroy the yoke, and lead them into “a good and large land, flowing with milk and honey.”


  Here now was Moses, trembling at the intersection between God and His people, between the fathers and the children of Israel, between Egypt and the Promised Land. But why was God telling him all this? “Come now, therefore,” God answered, “and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”


  “I have come ... I will send you.” God was not saying two different things, He was saying the same thing two different ways, for He intended to come and deliver His people through Moses. He was engaging Moses in this great mission, inviting him into partnership with Himself, bidding him to share in His purpose.


  Moses had tried once before to deliver fellow Israelites from the cruel hand of Egyptian oppressors, but it ended disasterously (Exodus 2:11-15). He came away a murderer and a fugitive, rejected even by his own people. That was how he ended up in the desert in the first place. Now God was asking him to attempt that very thing again. Once bitten and twice shy, Moses answered, “Who am that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” (Exodus 3:11).


  God answered, “I will certainly be with you.”


  
    Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?”And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” (Exodus 3:13-14)

  


  The problem forty years earlier was that Moses was following his own purpose. His desire to free his brethren may have come from the heart of God, but Moses pursued it in his own timing, so that made it Moses’ purpose. But now this was God’s heart and God’s timing, and that made all the difference.


  The Power of God


  
    Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to the king of Egypt; and you shall say to him, “The Lord God of the Hebrews has met with us; and now, please, let us go three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.” But I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not even by a mighty hand. So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders which I will do in its midst; and after that he will let you go” (Exodus 3:18-20).

  


  When Moses was following his own agenda, he had only his own resources to work with, and so he failed. But now, following God’s purpose, he would have the power of God at hand, and he would succeed. “I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders which I will do in its midst,” God promised, “and after that he will let you go.”


  Moses had no doubt that when God performed these wonders, also known as the “Ten Plagues,” they would do the trick and Pharaoh would let the people go. But he was more concerned about whether the people of Israel would listen to him. He said to the Lord, “But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my voice; suppose they say, ‘The Lord has not appeared to you’” (Exodus 4:1). God answered by giving him three signs. These served to validate the messenger and confirm the message.


  Sign #1: The rod of Moses that became the rod of God.


  
    So the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A rod.” And He said, “Cast it on the ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. Then the Lord

  


  

  Sign #2: The leprous hand that was restored.


  
    
  


  

  Sign #3: The water that became blood.


  
    
  


  

  The Provision of God


  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  Greater Than Moses


  

  

  

  

  The Power of Agreement


  THERE is tremendous power in agreement. Jesus said, “If two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven” (Matthew 18:19). The immediate context has to do with church discipline, but the application of the principle of agreement is much broader than that because it is based on the very presence of Jesus and the authority of His name. We see this in verse 20, “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”


  Gathering together in the name of Jesus, just as praying in the name of Jesus, means to be in tune with Him — aligned with His plans and purposes. It means to act as He would act, and to ask as He would ask. It means to be in agreement with Jesus, and therefore with God the Father, as well, for Jesus declared that He came, not to do His own will, but the will of the Father (John 6:38). Agreeing with each other in the name of Jesus carries with it the authority of Jesus, therefore we can expect what we ask to be done for us.


  John said something similar in his epistle. “This is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him” (1 John 5:14-15). When we are in agreement with God, we can have confidence that He hears us, and that our prayers have been answered.


  There is a word in the New Testament which tells us much about the power of agreement. It is the Greek word homologeo. In our English translations, it is the word “confess,” and literally means “to say the same thing.” To confess means to acknowledge, declare, give assent to, or fully agree with something.


  We often find homologeo used in regard to the confession of sins. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). When we confess our sins, we are agreeing with God that we have done wrong, that we have gone against Him, and that we need His forgiveness. The result of agreeing with God about our sins is that we lay hold of His faithfulness, releasing forgiveness and cleansing into our lives through the blood of Jesus.


  The author of Hebrews gives us another use. “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name” (Hebrews 13:15). Here homologeo is translated as “giving thanks” and refers to a very positive declaration about the Lord, agreeing that He is good and that He is worthy to be praised. Hebrews also describes Jesus as “the Apostle and High Priest of our confession” (Hebrews 3.1) and on that basis urges us to “hold fast our confession” (Hebrews 14:4), that is, to keep on believing in Jesus and declaring His name.


  Paul uses homologeo in his letter to the Romans, where he expands upon its meaning. “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:9-10). To confess the Lord Jesus means to agree and declare that He is Lord. It is an expression of faith. As Paul points out, faith takes place in the heart and confession is exercised with the mouth. Here we see that faith and confession are partners.


  The connection between faith and confession, between the heart and the mouth, is very important. Jesus said, “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). Whatever is in the heart in abundance, that is what the mouth will speak. Jesus said, “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil things” (v. 35). If you want to know what is in a person’s heart in abundance — good or evil, faith or unbelief — listen to their mouth for a little while, particularly when they are in pressure situations. What they speak will reveal their heart.


  What we confess with our mouths is as important as what we believe in our hearts. Some people will try to believe one thing with their heart, but then speak something different with their mouth. For example, someone might pray and claim God’s provision for a particular need, but then get up and say, “Well, I don’t know, that’s an awful tough one.” What is in their heart in abundance? Is it faith or is it unbelief? Faith may actually be present in their heart, but it is not yet there in abundance, for they have not yet let it become the confession of their mouth. This is the sort of divided condition James describes. “Ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways” (James 1:6-7).


  When we believe one thing with our heart but speak another with our mouth, we have no guarantee that we’ll receive anything from the Lord. This is because we are not yet really in agreement with Him. How can we be, when we do not even have agreement between our heart and our mouth? However, when what we believe in our heart agrees with what we confess with our mouth, and both agree with the Word of God, good things start happening. Mountains move. Jesus said, “Whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says” (Mark 11:23).


  There is another usage of homologeo which demonstrates the depth of its power. Strong’s Greek Dictionary lists “covenant” as one of its meanings. It is used in that sense in Acts 7:17 regarding the promise God swore [homologeo] to Abraham.


  Every time we speak a word, we are agreeing about something — making a covenant with it. Every word we speak is either in accord with the Word of God, or else it is contrary to it. We are either covenanting in agreement with God, or else we are covenanting with the way of the world. That is why we need to be very careful about the words we speak. Jesus said, “For every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:36-37). This is a sobering statement and raises a question we should be mindful of every time we open our mouth to speak: What am I covenanting with by my words?


  God is a covenant God. In the Old Testament, He made covenant with the children of Israel, declaring what He would do for them, giving them many wonderful promises. We see this, for example, in Deuteronomy 28:1-14, which lists numerous blessings for those who are faithful and obedient (that is, living in agreement with God). These are marvelous indeed! In the New Testament we find that, through Jesus, we have an even better covenant, established on even better promises (Hebrews 8:6).


  God has covenanted to provide for every need we may have, both physical and spiritual, and He wants us to receive that provision in every area of our life. We do this by faith, receiving the Lord Jesus Christ — confessing that He is Lord, and believing that God has raised Him from the dead. As we do that, the promise of God’s Word is that we will be saved. Then we can receive all of God’s promises, believing them in our heart, and confessing them with our mouth. No matter what situation you may find yourself in, whenever you open your mouth:Agree with the blessing, not with the curse.



  
    	Agree with the promise, not with the problem.


    	Agree with God’s provision, not with poverty.


    	Agree with God’s healing, not with sickness.


    	Agree with the supply, not with the need.


    	Agree with faith, not with fear.


    	Agree with forgiveness, not with condemnation.


    	Agree with salvation, not with destruction.


    	Agree with God, not with the devil.

  


  Learn to walk in the power of agreement. Open your lips and declare the Lordship of Christ over every area of your life. Get into agreement with other Christians as you gather together in Jesus’ name. Make the confessions of your mouth line up with the prayers of your heart and with the Word of God. Then whatever you ask will be done for you by our Father in heaven. 

