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1.  ​Foreword
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For Peace Or For War?: Where Do World Leaders Stand? Horrible Track Record Of World Leadership? How Can We Do Better?

Why is the world saddled with so many world leaders who are selfish, arrogant and uncaring of human suffering?.

Why is the world trapped in a sordid state of endless power rivalry and militarism?

How do we change that?
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2.  ​USA
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The USA has produced a series of presidents who openly sought hegemony over the world. They engaged in serious confrontations with other countries, and started many terrible wars.
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3.  ​President Reagan
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The first of such a hegemonic US president in the modern era was president Ronald Reagan.

During his presidency from 1981 to 1989, Reagan ramped up the pressure on what he described as an "evil empire", the Soviet Union, through multiple military, economic, and rhetorical measures. 

His intentions were to eliminate USA's greatest adversary and its only challenger to USA global hegemony, by any means possible and necessary.

Incredibly, he was actually aided considerably in his evil design to topple the USSR by a Russian with a Ukrainian mother, to boot.

Indeed, the extremely naive and unsophisticated reformist president Gorbachev of the USSR was Reagan's greatest partner in crime.

Gorbachev's extraordinary political naivety caused him to misread Reagan's serious anti-Soviet subversive activities as America's normal and friendly international engagement.

With hindsight, one could say unequivocally that Reagan basically engineered the sudden collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.

That epic event led to a terribly splintered Europe and a world of unstable political realignments.

After that, NATO was to reign supreme under the global hegemony of the USA, and was free to subvert and dominate every other country in the world.

One might say that that was the golden age of a militaristic globally supreme USA.
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4.  ​Reagan's Legacy
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While Reagan's success is profusely hailed by Europe as liberating Europe from under the Soviet clutch, and a great triumph of democracy over communism and authoritarianism, it is not without dissent from many historians and political observers.

Indeed, it created its own unexpected dangers. 

This epochal achievement of Reagan planted the seed of the resentful revanchism of Russia, the inheritor of USSR's massive nuclear weapons arsenal.
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5.  ​American Strategic Mistake? 
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It is puzzling why subsequent American presidents failed to realize the importance of inducting USSR’s successor Russia into the Western alliance. 

But this was clearly the strategic decision of the USA to keep Russia out in the cold so as to safeguard USA's forever dominance over the Western alliance.

President George W. Bush even went as far as openly advocating the inclusion of Ukraine and other former Soviet states into NATO.
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6.  ​Russia Felt Threatened
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And with the USA recklessly continuing to destabilize Russia and pushing NATO and EU eastward in their expansion plans towards the Russian borders, it was inevitable that Russia felt mortally threatened.

Indeed, Russia feared it might be following the footsteps of the dramatic collapse of its parent USSR.

In the end, Russia felt it was compelled to respond to the West's aggressive move by an equally aggressive move.

And so the terrible proxy war in Ukraine was started by the democratically elected president Putin of Russia in 2022, after its repeated series of warnings were simply  ignored by the arrogantly expanding western alliance.
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7.  ​Irony Of Democracy
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Of course, by the usual Western rhetoric, Putin was a dictator and was not elected to be the Russian president in a fair and open democratic election in Russia.

The West alleged that, unlike in Europe and the USA, where elections are supposed to be held meticulously under "strict rules", Russia's elections were massively rigged for president Putin to be elected.

Ironically, the "strict rules" of elections in the Western democracy specifically allow for widespread and blatant money politics. They enabled the overwhelming influence of prominent political dynasties and the entrenched powerful ruling elite.

In America in particular, they perpetrated the unbreakable two-party system and the rule of the corporate elite.

And even more ironically, when Trump lost his presidential reelection bid in 2020 to Biden, he refused to concede defeat, and repeatedly claimed the election was rigged!

And, when Hilary Clinton lost to Trump in the crucial 2016 US presidential election, she lost the electoral college vote, but won the popular vote by a wide margin. 

What kind of democracy is that that allows this kind of fiasco and political travesty?
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8.  ​Bush The Terrible?
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The most aggressive, impulsive and devastating among American presidents was definitely George W. Bush who ruled the USA from 2001 to 2009.

.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

9.  ​The 9/11 Terrorist Attacks
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Bush started the massive invasion of Afghanistan in 2001 following the infamous 9/11 Al Qaeda terrorist attacks of 2001 on the USA.

US military forces and their allies were ordered by Bush to invade Afghanistan in October 2001, in the wake of Bush's famous or infamous "War On Terror" to destroy Al-Qaeda and its supporters.

While this all-out invasion did succeed in toppling the first Taliban Afghan government, the terrible war did not end quickly.

On the contrary, because of Bush's bad management of the aftermath of the war and his excessive ambition, that war was to continue to drag on aimlessly, and lasted over a total of 20 years.

As a result, it caused great devastation and killed hundreds of thousands of soldiers and civilians on both sides in the long and bloody war.

With hindsight, most historians now feel that Bush had overreacted and was overambitious in planning to radically change Afghanistan to conform with American ideology. 

This caused the USA to be trapped in the unwinnable Afghanistan quagmire for far too long, at tremendous economic, social and human costs to both sides.
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