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​Welcome to the Retrorsum Time Travel Book Series
 Las Vegas Revealed: 1931–1932
 A Time Traveler’s Handbook
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So you’ve arrived—or are preparing to arrive—in Las Vegas during one of its most transformative periods. Whether you’re simply an armchair adventurer or a curious traveler who’s actually managed to cross the temporal boundaries, what follows is a practical, immersive guide to surviving and even thriving in 1931–1932 Nevada.

This handbook is not a technical manual on the mechanics of time travel. Instead, it is a curated resource designed to help you navigate the early 1930s with know-how and confidence. Inside, you’ll find real information about accommodations, food, social customs, dangers, and opportunities—much of it drawn directly from historical records, such as The Las Vegas Age (one of Vegas’s earliest newspapers), as well as accounts from others who manage to traverse the boundaries of time and space to a far earlier version of modern-day Las Vegas.

Las Vegas in 1931 is a city in transition. The Great Depression is just beginning, the Boulder Dam project is drawing thousands of laborers, and Prohibition is fueling both hardship and opportunity. Legalized gambling has just been approved, and this dusty little town is on the verge of becoming one of the leading entertainment spots—not only in the U.S., but eventually the world.

Should you find yourself walking the streets of 1930s Las Vegas, uncertain whether that small den or gin mill is safe or a trap waiting to spring—this guide just might spare you a great deal of trouble or a night in jail.
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​Why 1931–1932? A City at the Edge
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Las Vegas in 1931 isn’t really a vacation spot—it is a ragtag boomtown teetering between collapse and transformation. With the Great Depression tightening its grip and construction of the Boulder Dam now underway, thousands of job seekers are pouring into the city in search of work and survival.

The sudden population surge is pushing local infrastructure beyond its limits. The few hotels that currently exist are filled to capacity, and makeshift tent cities are beginning to spring up along the town’s outskirts, offering little protection from the unforgiving desert climate. Anyone arriving during this time is quickly confronted with the realities of life in a city bursting at the seams—overcrowding, limited access to basic supplies, and a growing scene of desperation and petty crime.

Both longtime residents and newly arrived workers are facing hardship and instability. Yet, from this chaos there is this spirit of grit and resilience—the early foundation of a city determined to reinvent itself.
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​Block 16: Vice & Survival
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One of the most infamous districts you’ll encounter is Block 16, located on North First Street between Ogden and Stewart Avenues. Established in 1905, this red-light district was the only place in town where liquor could be legally served outside of hotels. During Prohibition, hooch was ubiquitous and easily found in the various gin mills or speakeasies.

By 1931, Block 16 has evolved into a magnet for saloons, gambling dens, and underground speakeasies like The Arizona Club (one of the first saloons in Vegas), the Pastime, the Green Lantern, and many others. It is also known for its flourishing trade in prostitution and bootlegging—activities that are often tolerated by authorities in exchange for bribes or political favors. One particularly distinctive joint is called the Desert Inn Nightclub, a Black-owned venue featuring Southern jazz and homestyle Southern cooking. In the book Retrorsum, Will spoke fondly of this place, as it is relatively free from the harsh segregation rules of 1930s Las Vegas.

Law enforcement raids do occur, but they rarely have any lasting impact. Speakeasies can be shut down one night and reopen the next, their patrons undeterred by the occasional raid. As Will’s original journal notes on many occasions, the rhythm of vice in Block 16 is relentless—raids are seen more as inconveniences than deterrents. Bartenders often have hidden compartments ready, lookouts are usually stationed near doors, and regulars know how to vanish when the signal is given.

Despite the risk, the district thrives, fueled by a shared understanding between patrons, proprietors, and even certain officials: people need an escape, and Block 16 is more than willing to provide it. For time travelers, it remains a vivid glimpse into a city unafraid to bend the rules—one drink, one deal, one whispered password at a time.

Traveler’s tip: Blend in! Speak politely and don’t draw unnecessary attention—especially with unfamiliar clothing, language, or behavior. Carry only as much cash as you think you’ll need; flashing too much will get you noticed for all the wrong reasons. Also stay mindful of potential raids, heed local advice and warnings. For time travelers, raids are an inherent risk of exposure and must be taken seriously.
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​The Gamble That Changed Everything
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On March 19, 1931, Nevada legalized gambling in a desperate bid to revive its economy amid the Great Depression. Alongside the massive Boulder Dam project, this move sparked a wave of change. Just two weeks later, Clark County began issuing gaming licenses—officially launching Las Vegas’s transformation into the gambling capital of the world.

The very first license was granted to Mayme Stocker and JH Morgan, owners of the Northern Club on Fremont Street. A shrewd businesswoman, Stocker operates a modest but well-known establishment that offers patrons a legal place to play cards and dice games along with whiskey. Her name may not appear on any neon signs of today, but her role in Las Vegas history is pivotal.

It isn’t glamorous yet—no neon lights, no resort-like amenities or such. Most venues are modest, consisting of a few slot machines and card tables, where locals and travelers wager in smoke-filled rooms. The Meadows, on the east end of Fremont Street, is an exception—the first true resort in Las Vegas. Still, these backroom games and early licenses are the first small signs of what the city will one day become.

The city’s transformation has begun. For anyone arriving during these formative years, it is clear that something big is taking shape—the dam project, legalized gambling, and even liberal divorce laws.
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​Las Vegas Unveiled: 1931–1932 — Preparation
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As noted earlier, this guide does not concern itself with the mechanics of time travel—how it works, where it leads, or the technology behind it. That’s someone else’s specialty. Our mission here is simple: to help you navigate, survive, and thrive in 1930s Las Vegas—should you actually find yourself there.

This handbook is crafted for the hypothetical time traveler—someone bold or lucky enough to land in the heart of Prohibition-era Las Vegas, just as the city was beginning to transform. You’ll find practical insight into the legal, social, and cultural norms of the time, including where to sleep, what to eat, how to dress, and yes, where to find a hidden speakeasy if that’s your thing.

Whether you're visiting for research, adventure, or escape, this guide will help you blend in, stay safe, and make the most of your experience in a city on the edge of its own destiny.



​A Time Traveler’s Guide to Etiquette in Early 1930s America

Welcome, temporal explorers! As you prepare to immerse yourself in the bustling, sometimes unpredictable world of early 1930s America, understanding the social norms and expectations of the time is crucial. This guide provides an overview of etiquette in various settings, ensuring you blend seamlessly into society and avoid raising eyebrows with 21st-century habits. From dining decorum to conversational etiquette, these pointers will help you navigate the social landscape of the past with ease and grace.

When visiting Las Vegas, remember that it’s a small desert town in this era, still developing its identity amid the boisterous mix of hooch, gambling, and the influx of workers from the Boulder Dam project. Certain social formalities may be more relaxed here compared to larger cities, reflecting the town's rugged and free-spirited environment. However, maintaining a respectful demeanor and following general rules of politeness will still serve you well, even in this unique frontier of entertainment and indulgence.

The following is a list of pointers and tips that may or may not apply to you in your travels in the 4th dimension!



​Dining Etiquette: A Matter of Refinement

Meals in the 1930s were more formal occasions compared to modern times, and table manners were seen as a reflection of one’s character.


1.  At the Table:

○  Wait until your host or hostess invites you to sit. If you're a gentleman, pull out the chair for your female dining companion before taking your seat. (Will encountered issues in book one of Retrorsum at the Meadows)

○  Place your napkin neatly on your lap, folded in half. Never tuck it into your shirt.

○  Bread should be broken into small pieces before eating; never bite directly into a roll.

○  Cutting a salad with a knife is now permissible under “modern etiquette,” but do so sparingly.

2.  Hot Dogs and Casual Foods: Even with casual fare like hot dogs, good manners are essential. Eat slowly, taking small bites, and chew with your mouth closed. Avoid overloading your hot dog with toppings that might spill.





​Conversational Etiquette: The Art of Good Upbringing 

Polite conversation in the 1930s required a mix of common sense, restraint, and attentiveness to
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