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​Foreword

Will the God of love condemn people who never
had a genuine opportunity for salvation?

Many people hope so, yet most seem to be
confused on that point.

Throughout the ages, many aspects of what the
early Christian church taught have been lost. Today, relatively few
that profess Christianity understand important parts God’s plan of
salvation and who Jesus died for.

Despite there being hundreds of scriptures that
tell the story, because of traditions, improperly accepted
interpretations, and changes, most do not realize that God’s plan
does include giving all one real opportunity for salvation.

As far as early Christian beliefs go, we can
look to 2nd century writings, several of which are in
this book, to get an understanding that they had related to God’s
plan.

Christian leaders, such as Polycarp of Smyrna,
help connect understandings from the original apostles and the New
Testament.

Polycarp, for example, was ordained by the
original apostles and lived into the latter 1/2 of the
2nd century. It was recorded around 1800 years ago that
Polycarp “continued to walk [i]n the canons which he had learned
from his youth from John the a[p]ostle” (Weidman, Frederick W.
Polycarp and John: The Harris Fragments and Their Challenge to
Literary Traditions. University of Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame
(IL), 1999, pp. 43-44). And a century earlier that “Polycarp
related all things in harmony with the Scriptures” (Irenaeus as
cited in: Eusebius. The History of the Church. Book V, Chapter XX,
verses 5-8. Digireads, Stilwel (KS), p. 112).

Ignatius of Antioch knew Polycarp and Polycarp
approved his writings. In those writings, Ignatius shared insights
into God’s plan of salvation. One of his successors in Antioch,
Theophilus, also recorded some of his insights on that subject.

However, because of failing memories, time,
mistranslations, and the influence of various councils, much of
this understanding was lost in the church age. Loss of doctrinal
knowledge was is consistent with what was prophesied for at least
parts of the true Christian church (cf. Revelation 3:1-6).

One Christian leader that this author spoke with
repeatedly stated that he would like to believe that God had a plan
to directly offer salvation to all that ever lived, but he was not
convinced that the scriptures supported that. So, he was sent a
draft of this book.

This book is intended to not only provide those
scriptures, but also some of the historical views that actual
Christians and apostates have held which help demonstrate what
God’s plan really is all about.

Hopefully, you, the reader, can view the
scriptures with an open mind to learn more about aspects of God’s
plan that you may not have fully considered.



​1. Overview: Will All Be
Offered Salvation?

Does God have a plan of salvation that makes
sense?

The Bible teaches that “God is love” (1 John
4:8), “God is the God of salvation” (Psalm 68:20), God is good
(Mark 10:18), and God is all-powerful, all-knowing (Isaiah
46:9-11).

Would not such a God be wise enough to come up
with a plan of salvation that works, and does not doom the
overwhelming majority of humans that ever lived to punishing that
never ends?

Could that be a major part of why He sent His
Son (John 3:16-17; 10:10)?

Will God offer salvation to all human
beings who ever lived?

Is the view that God plans to offer
salvation to all human beings biblical?

Has such a view had at least a degree of
historical support, even among certain religious leaders still
praised by the Greco-Roman-Protestant churches?

The answer to these questions is, yes,
absolutely! And this book is jam-packed with scriptures that help
prove that.

Sadly, however, most people who claim to believe
the Bible have been taught that salvation will not be offered to
all and most will have to suffer eternally for not being saved in
this age.

Notice, though, what the New Testament and the
Old Testament plainly teach:

6 And all flesh shall see the salvation
of God. (Luke 3:6, NKJV, throughout this book unless otherwise
specified. Note this verse is translated precisely the same in the
Catholic Douay-Rheims Bible, DRB)

10 … And all the ends of the earth shall
see the salvation of our God. (Isaiah 52:10; also the same in the
DRB)

Some have called versions of this teaching “the
age to come” (cf. Matthew 12:32; Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30; Hebrews
6:5) or the Greek word ἀποκαταστάστεως, transliterated as
‘apokatastasis’ (sometimes also spelled in English as
‘apocatastasis’).

Apocatastasis basically means ‘restoration.’ The
Greek word ἀποκαταστάστεως is used in the Book of Acts 3:21
(Green’s Interlinear Bible. 1986, p. 824). God's government, the
only real hope for world peace, will be restored (see also our free
book, available online at www.ccog.org, The Gospel of the
Kingdom of God). Utopia will prevail.

Notice something from
Encyclopedia.com:

The oldest known usage of the Greek word
apokatastasis (whence the English apocatastasis) dates from
the fourth century bce: it is found in Aristotle (Magna Moralia
2.7.1204b), where it refers to the restoration of a being to its
natural state.

According to The Catholic Encyclopedia,
the Latin definition of ἀποκαταστάστεως is restitutio in
pristinum statum, meaning restoration to the original
condition.

Well then, what was the original condition, the
intended natural state, of what God made in six days?

31 Then God saw everything that He had
made, and indeed it was very good (Genesis 1:31).

It was VERY GOOD!

In theological terms, the concept of
apocatastasis is sometimes used to support the teaching of the
millennial reign of Jesus Christ on the Earth—and that is a part of
it. But the millennium is not the focus of this book.

The main focus of this book is to provide
scriptural evidence for what God’s plan of salvation now is, why it
makes biblical sense, and how God’s plan affects the time after the
end of the millennial reign—the time of the 100 year period (Isaiah
65:20)—and into eternity.

The main use of the term apocatastasis in this
book is related to the doctrine that God will at some time
offer salvation to everyone who He did not call in this age,
such as after the second resurrection (cf. Revelation 20:5,11-12).
There are also other parts and views of it.

Here are comments from Catholic and Protestant
scholars respectively:

Apocatastasis A name given in the history of
theology to the doctrine which teaches that a time will come when
all free creatures will share in the grace of salvation; in a
special way, the devils and lost souls. (Batiffol P. Apocatastasis.
The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 1. New York: Robert Appleton
Company, 1907)

Apokatastasis The term refers to the
prospect of the final universal restoration of creatures to
God. … Though often equated with universalism (the salvation of all
beings), early exponents couched the apokatastasis in God’s
eschatological victory over evil, which would still entail a
purgatorial state. (Benedetto R, Duke J, eds. The New Westminster
Dictionary of Church History: The early, medieval, and Reformation
eras. John Knox Press, 2008, pp. 36-37)

Theologically for purposes of this book,
apocatastasis can be considered as a teaching that God has a plan
of salvation that will result in salvation being offered to all and
accepted by most. It is NOT a teaching that all beings (including
devils/demons) will be saved.

Apocatastasis was an Original Belief

Early Christians believed this.

In the early 2nd century,
Bishop/Pastor Ignatius of Antioch exhorted Bishop/Pastor Polycarp
of Smyrna to teach that all may be saved:

I entreat you, by the grace with which you are
clothed, to press forward in your course, and to exhort all that
they may be saved. (Ignatius. Letter to Polycarp, Chapter 1).

Notice the teaching “to exhort ALL that they may
be saved.” Not only the Jews. Not only some Gentiles. Not only
those who are called in this age.

In the 2nd century, Polycarp wrote of
“the prophetic mystery of the coming of Christ” (Polycarp,
Fragments from Victor of Capua. Translated by Stephen C. Carlson,
2006). There was a mystery about God’s plan that many still do not
understand (see also our free online book, available at
www.ccog.org, titled The Mystery of God’s
Plan: Why did God create anything? Why did God make
you?).

In the late 2nd century,
Bishop/Pastor Theophilus of Antioch wrote:

And on the sixth day, God having made the
quadrupeds, and wild beasts, and the land reptiles, pronounced no
blessing upon them, reserving His blessing for man, whom He was
about to create on the sixth day. The quadrupeds, too, and wild
beasts, were made for a type of some men, who neither know nor
worship God, but mind earthly things, and repent not. For those who
turn from their iniquities and live righteously, in spirit fly
upwards like birds, and mind the things that are above, and are
well-pleasing to the will of God. But those who do not know nor
worship God, are like birds which have wings, but cannot fly nor
soar to the high things of God. Thus, too, though such persons are
called men, yet being pressed down with sins, they mind grovelling
and earthly things. And the animals are named wild beasts
[θηρία], from their being
hunted [θηρεύεσθαι], not
as if they had been made evil or venomous from the first — for
nothing was made evil by God, but all things good, yea, very good —
but the sin in which man was concerned brought evil upon them. For
when man transgressed, they also transgressed with him. For as, if
the master of the house himself acts rightly, the domestics also of
necessity conduct themselves well; but if the master sins, the
servants also sin with him; so in like manner it came to pass, that
in the case of man’s sin, he being master, all that was subject to
him sinned with him. When, therefore, man again shall have made his
way back to his natural condition, and no longer does evil, those
also shall be restored to their original gentleness. (Theophilus.
To Autolycus, Book 2, Chapter 17)

And God showed great kindness to man in this, that
He did not allow him to remain in sin for ever; but, as it were, by
a kind of banishment, cast him out of Paradise, in order that,
having by punishment expiated, within an appointed time, the sin,
and having been disciplined, he should afterwards be restored.
(Ibid, Chapter 26)

Theophilus was teaching that although God
consigned humans to be put out of Paradise, this was for the good
of humanity so that sinful humans could later be restored.

21st century researcher and professor
Ilaria Ramelli considers some passages from Ignatius and those just
cited from Theophilus to be supportive of the early Christian
understanding of the doctrine of apocatastasis:

In Ep ad Eph. 20, Ignatius describes the
destructiveness of evil and salvation brought about by Christ in
strongly universalistic terms.

Every spell of evilness has been destroyed, every
chain of evilness has disappeared; ignorance has been swept away;
the old kingdom has fallen into ruin, when God appeared in human
form for the novelty of the life that is absolutely eternal
άïδίου]. What was
established by God has begun: since then, all beings have been set
in motion for the providential realisation of the destruction of
death. …

This destruction of death is a work of God, and the
death at stake is not only physical, but also spiritual, since its
disappearance is linked to the elimination of evil and ignorance.
…

In Aut. 2, 17 Theophilus foretells the final
restoration of both humans and animals to their original condition
… Theophilus expresses here a notion of apokatastasis … Also,
Theophilus at the same time interprets beasts as the symbol of evil
human beings. (Ramelli I. The Christian Doctrine of Apokatastasis:
A Critical Assessment from the New Testament to Eriugena
(Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae). Brill, 2013, pp. 63,
65,66).

(Note: Professor Ramelli should have cited Ep
ad Eph. 19, not Ep ad Eph. 20, for her translation in
the section above. Ep ad Eph is an abbreviation for what in
English we would title Epistle (or letter) to the
Ephesians).

Though not a dogma, the idea that ‘non-elect’
humans will have an opportunity for salvation after death is a hope
of the Eastern and Russian Orthodox churches (Benedetto, p.
37).

In the late second century, Irenaeus of Lyon,
wrote:

It is indeed proper to God, and befitting His
character, to show mercy and pity, and to bring salvation to His
creatures, even though they be brought under danger of destruction.
“For with Him,” says the Scripture, “is propitiation.” (Fragments
of Irenaeus, Fragment 10. Roberts and Donaldson)

Professor Ramelli brought out the following
related to Irenaeus:

Irenaeus connects again ἀνάστα- σις and
ἀποκατάστασις in fr. 10: “Life will seize humanity, will chase
death away, and will restore ἀποκαταστήσει] humanity.
Likewise, at the end of fr. 15 from AH 5 Irenaeus refers
ἀποκατέστησε to the work of Christ, who restores humanity to
friendship with God …. Humanity will be restored to its original
condition, anterior to the fall, and even to a better state.
(Ramelli, p. 105)

Yes, it will ultimately be much better (cf.
Revelation 21:4-5). Perhaps it should be pointed out that while
Irenaeus’ writings do not show he believed all would be saved, some
of his writings are consistent with the view that God has a plan to
save more than just the elect of this age.

Andreas Andreopoulos wrote the following related
to the 4th century Eastern Orthodox bishop Gregory of
Nyssa:

Gregory does not accept the restoration of all and
the subsequent forgiveness of all as an inescapable necessity.
Nobody will be saved without going through repentance, cleansing
and forgiveness, and his view of the apokatastasis is merely the
belief that everyone will be able to see truth as it is at the end,
and everyone will be given the chance to repent … The restoration
of all however, a valid possibility according to the Church,
although not a doctrine, has a special place in the hopes of saints
who pray for the redemption of their enemies, and it expresses our
hope for the charity of God. (Andreopoulos A. Eschatology and final
restoration (apokatastasis) in Origen, Gregory of Nyssa and Maximos
the Confessor. Theandros an Online Journal of Orthodox Christian
Theology and Practice, Volume 1, number 3, Spring 2004)

Dr. Ilaria Ramelli wrote (bolding in
source):

It clearly emerges that for Gregory, just as for
Origen, the doctrine of apokatastasis is a Christological, and
indeed Christocentrical, doctrine. In their view, it is a
specifically Christian doctrine. This is also why Origen was
at such pains to distinguish his own, Christian notion of
apokatastasis from the Stoic. Both in Origen’s and in Gregory’s
view, universal apokatastasis is made possible, not by any
metaphysical or cosmological necessity, but by Christ’s
inhumanation, sacrifice, and resurrection, and by the grace of God.
The very fact that for both Origen and Gregory the eventual
universal restoration begins with, and coincides with a holistic
vision of, the resurrection makes it clear that their
concept of apokatastasis is thoroughly Christian, given the
Christian—and not ‘pagan’ or ‘Platonic’—roots of the doctrine of
the resurrection. (Ramelli, p. 390)

Despite numerous issues that Origen of
Alexandria and others had, the idea that God has a plan to offer
salvation to those not called in this age is a Christian
doctrine—and is consistent with the Bible as well as the writings
of Ignatius and Theophilus.

It should be pointed out that some have
erroneously claimed that Origen invented this doctrine. That view
is clearly erroneous, since in his Commentary on John,
Origen called it the ‘so-called apocatastasis’ he obviously learned
of it from an earlier source (such as Clement of Alexandria,
Irenaeus, or elsewhere). Professor Ilaria Ramelli agrees (ibid, p.
3), and throughout her books, she cites scriptures in the Old and
New Testaments that support the view that this is a biblical
doctrine.

In the 4th century, the Alexandrian
Didymus the Blind also believed in some version of apocatastasis
(Daily B. The Hope of the Early Church: A Handbook of Patristic
Eschatology. CUP Archive, 1991, p. 90).

Even Roman Catholic Hans Urs von Balthasar (who
was named a cardinal by Pope John Paul II, but died shortly before
being formally inducted into the College of Cardinals), in his book
titled Dare We Hope: “that All Men be Saved”?, laid out
biblical and historical positions he felt were in favour of such a
hope.

The Catholic Encyclopedia, reports:

apokatastasis ton panton, restitutio omnium …
There were individual adherents of this opinion in every century.
(Hontheim J. Hell. The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume VII. Published
1910)

In the 21st century, Swiss theologian
and Roman Catholic priest Hans Kung wrote (as translated into
English):

Neither in Judaism nor in the New Testament is there
any uniform view of the period of punishment for sin. In addition
to statements about eternal punishment, there are texts which
assume a complete destruction (“eternal corruption”). And
throughout Church history, in addition to the traditional dualism,
the possibility of annihilation or even universal reconciliation
(restitutio omnium, apocatastasis ton panton) have been
defended.

But, however the scriptural texts are interpreted in
detail, the “eternity” of the punishment of hell may never be
regarded as absolute. It remains subject to God, to his will and
his grace. And individual texts suggest — in contrast to others — a
reconciliation of all, an act of universal mercy. (Kung H. Eternal
Life. Wipf & Stock Pub; Reprint ed., 2003, p. 140)

Yes, there are scriptures that clearly support a
reconciliation as well as a more universal mercy.

The Catholic Encyclopedia, referring to a
time around the Protestant Reformation, states:

The doctrine of apokatastasis viewed as a belief in
a universal salvation is found among the Anabaptists … (Batiffel P.
Apocatastasis. The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume I. Published 1907.
New York: Robert Appleton Company. Nihil Obstat, March 1, 1907.
Remy Lafort, S.T.D., Censor. Imprimatur. +John Cardinal Farley,
Archbishop of New York).

Yet, it should be pointed out that Protestant
reformers like Martin Luther and John Calvin did not hold to it,
but instead condemned it (they also condemned the Anabaptists—e.g.
see The Confession of Faith: Which Was Submitted to His Imperial
Majesty Charles V. At the Diet of Augsburg in the Year 1530).

In the 19th century, some
Sabbath-keepers published a periodical called the Messenger of
Truth which “vigorously promoted the age-to-come doctrine until
the paper closed in 1858” (Bull, Malcolm; Lockhart Keith. Seeking a
Sanctuary: Seventh-day Adventism and the American Dream. Indiana
University Press, 2007).

In the 19th century, people including
James P. Stephenson taught versions of the ‘age to come’ and a
‘fair chance’ (Stephenson JP. God’s Plan of Salvation. Thomas
Wilson, Chicago, 1877, pp. 70, 268)—though J.P. Stephenson himself
was falsely accused of going insane in his later years by an
opponent group that still perpetuates that story (see Stilson JT.
Biogragraphical Encyclopedia: Chronicling the History of the Church
of God Abrahamic Faith. Word Edge, 2011, pp. 248-254).

In the early 20th century, Church of
God (Seventh Day) leader A.N. Dugger also taught about an ‘age to
come’ (Porter CW, Dugger AN. The Dugger Porter Debate {of 1921}.
FIRM FOUNDATION PUBLISHING HOUSE, 1942, p. 66), but seemed to point
to the millennium. In the later portion of the 20th
century, the old Worldwide Church of God taught the ‘age to come,’
after the millennium (Schroeder JR. God’s Annual HOLY DAYS: Sneak
Preview of Your Future! Plain Truth, March 1979).

Is there any biblical proof on an ‘age to come’
teaching?

Yes.

Since most who claim some version of
Christianity believe that what they teach is at least partially
supported by scripture, this book which contains a listing of
hundreds of verses in the Bible supporting apocatastasis, as well
as related comments, may be helpful for those who wish to receive
their doctrine from the Bible.

Can you believe what the Bible teaches?

The Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament) and the
Greek Scriptures (the New Testament) show that the Bible supports
the Continuing Church of God (CCOG) view of
apocatastasis.

Again, what is that view?

God will offer salvation to all that ever
lived. That is what the “Father of mercies and God of all comfort”
(2 Corinthians 1:3) teaches in His word.

The Continuing Church of God (CCOG)
believes that the Bible teaches that all will ultimately be given
an opportunity for salvation through Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12; John
17:2-3; Luke 3:6) and that nearly all people who ever lived (likely
over 99.9%—cf. Luke 15:4-6) will accept that opportunity and thus
gain eternal life in the kingdom of God and the relatively few who
do not will not be eternally tormented, but will be put out of
their misery. So, yes, theologically speaking we are also
annihilists (Malachi 4:3), and that differs from some who promote
apocatastasis who believe that all must be saved.

Therefore, although the CCOG does not teach
universal salvation, we teach that the opportunity for salvation
will be offered to all. Either in this age, or the age to come.

The purpose of this book is to show how the
Bible substantiates all of this. It provides scriptural proofs to
back up those positions. Since aspects of God’s plan of salvation
are a mystery to most, please take the time to read the entire
book, and hopefully more than just once, for more
understanding.

While the scriptures shown in this book support
apocatastasis and they are grouped together for ease of emphasis, a
reading of them demonstrates that God’s plan of salvation as
understood and taught by the CCOG has broad scriptural support.
Even if some will wish to interpret some of the scriptures
differently.

Will you read the scriptures with a prayerful
and earnest desire to know the truth of this matter?

World cut off from God

A common idea of today’s Greco-Roman-Protestant
world is that a battle is taking place between God and Satan. The
idea teaches that God is trying to get everyone saved, and Satan is
trying to get everyone lost. If that be true, then every honest
person would have to admit GOD IS NOW LOSING, because even the
total of ALL the ‘nominal Christians’ in the world have always been
a minority on this earth.

Yet, consider that after God made the first
humans, the Bible records that all God made was “very good”
(Genesis 1:31).

God gave the first humans, Adam and Eve, free
choice (cf. Genesis 2:16-22).

He allowed them to decide which direction they
would go. God allowed them the choice of total obedience to Him and
the possibility to sin.

29 … God created people to be virtuous,
but they have each turned to follow their own downward path
(Ecclesiastes 7:29, New Living Translation)

Furthermore, although God made Lucifer perfect
in his ways (Ezekiel 28:12-15), he rebelled and became the
adversary known as Satan and the devil (Job 1:6; Revelation
12:9).

The Bible shows that after being influenced by
Satan, humans disobeyed God. They decided, apart from God’s word,
what they thought was right and wrong. They chose not to submit to
God’s laws and live God’s way of life.

Deceived by Satan and their own reasoning, they
chose to go their own – actually Satan’s – way.

From the time of Adam and Eve being cut off from
the Garden of Eden, God closed off easy access to Himself. He also
closed off access to the tree of life and His Holy Spirit from Adam
and Eve and others, except those who He chose to work with or call
in this age:

22 Then the LORD God said,
“Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.
And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of
life, and eat, and live forever”— 23
therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till
the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He
drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden
of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the
way to the tree of life. (Genesis 3:22-24).

Irenaeus of Lyon wrote about some of this:

Wherefore also He drove him out of Paradise, and
removed him far from the tree of life, not because He envied him
the tree of life, as some venture to assert, but because He pitied
him, [and did not desire] that he should continue a sinner for
ever, nor that the sin which surrounded him should be immortal, and
evil interminable and irremediable. (Irenaeus. Against Heresies,
Book III, Chapter 23, Verse 6)

Irenaeus is teaching that Adam was denied access
to the tree of life because God wanted Adam to have a later
opportunity (so his sinning would not be so immortal that Adam
could never repent). And to prevent people from becoming
incorrigible (Hebrews 6:4-6) is part of why God does not call all
to eternal life in this age (cf. James 4:17) as He wants all to
have a real opportunity for salvation (cf. 1 Timothy 2:4).

Related to this disbarment from the Paradise of
Eden, in the 20th century, the late Pastor General of
the old Worldwide Church of God, Herbert W. Armstrong, wrote:

(Gen. 3:22-24). Thus, ALL MANKIND WAS BARRED from
access to God or receiving eternal life — all but the comparative
FEW God would specially call for some performance leading to the
Kingdom of God.

In effect, God said to MANKIND through Adam and Eve:
“You have made your own decision. You have rejected me as your God
and your Ruler, Revealer of knowledge and Savior. Therefore I have
cut you and the whole world that will spring from you off from all
contact with me. Go and form your own governments, your own
religions, your own production and dissemination of knowledge.
However, I shall reserve the prerogative to specially call into my
service such as I shall choose, for a part in preparing for the
Kingdom of God. Otherwise, the world that will develop from you is
CUT OFF from all contact with me for 6,000 years, when the Kingdom
of God shall be established, ruling ALL NATIONS!”

Far from trying to get every human saved spiritually
during the 6,000 years, God CUT OFF all humanity — save the
comparative FEW He would specially call.

THAT is WHY Jesus said, “No man can come to me”
during this 6,000-year period, except God the Father specially
calls them — and He has called this few not just for salvation, but
for a special service preparing for the Kingdom of God, as
well.

After that 6,000 years expires, Christ will come
again to earth, this time in SUPREME POWER AND GLORY, to set up
GOD’S GOVERNMENT. Satan shall be banished. Then, during the seventh
thousand years, God will call EVERYBODY then living.

And after the seventh millennium, God will resurrect
to mortal life all the billions of people who had not been called
for spiritual salvation. (Armstrong HW. What Does Pentecost Mean to
You? Good News, May 1979.)

The teaching of being cut off is consistent with
what Theophilus of Antioch also taught (To Autolycus, Book 2,
Chapter 17). People have been going their own way, cut off from God
for almost 6,000 years since Adam and Eve were put out of the
Garden of Eden.

And humankind has reaped the dreadful outcomes –
the sick, deteriorating, evil world in which we live.

While many of those outcomes are obvious in the
environment as well as in crime statistics, they were not as
quickly obvious to most in the first few chapters of the Book of
Genesis, which is partially why God allowed people then to live
longer. Not just because the planetary environment was much more
pristine, but because those who lived then were able to live long
to see the societal deterioration that resulted from not going
God’s way.

Now, the final end for them (and those
afterwards) was not fixed to be permanently distant from God.

God, who holds all power and all destiny,
states:

1 “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not
shortened,

That it cannot save;

Nor His ear heavy,

That it cannot hear.

2 But your iniquities have separated you
from your God;

And your sins have hidden His face from you,

So that He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2).

Sin has separated God from the bulk of humanity.

The Apostle Paul tells us that Satan is the
“prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2) who broadcasts his
selfish and disobedient message to humanity during this age. God
has allowed those without proper “love of the truth” to accept
delusion and “believe the lie” (2 Thessalonians 2:9-11). Yet, the
time will come when Satan will be bound for a thousand years
(Revelation 20:1-3) and later tossed into the lake of fire
(Revelation 20:10). (More on why God has allowed Satan to deceive
the world can be found in the free online book: The Mystery of
God’s Plan. Why did God create anything? Why did God make
you?).

Contrary to the views of many, God is not
attempting to save the entire world now, beyond those He
predestined to be called in this age (Romans 8:28-30). He has
allocated 6,000 years of a 7,000-year plan for humans to go the way
that leads to death (Proverbs 14:12, 16:25) and learn that obeying
God is the only way to happiness (information on calculations
related to the 6,000 years is available at www.cogwriter.com).

Although His ear is not heavy, His timing and
thoughts are often different than those of humans: He has a plan to
“abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:7-9).

But humans, often think their own ways are best
and often do not study enough of His word to truly understand it.
They shut their eyes and their ears are heavy (Isaiah 6:10).

Why 6,000 years?

It would seem that God concluded that this would
be enough time for humans to try many different ways of life that
they thought was best—and multiple generations since Adam and Eve
have had that opportunity. So, for thousands of years humans would
later be able to better see that the statements in Proverbs 14:12
and 16:25 “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is
the way of death” are correct. This world will get so bad, that
“unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved”
(Matthew 24:22).

Understanding Clouded

Many think they have heard it all, when they
have not. They often assume that their religious teachers would
have to see the truth, while only few understand very much of the
truth.

Astounding as it may seem, God has deliberately
clouded the meaning of His message so the vast majority would not
understand (cf. Isaiah 28:13)

Do you know that God said that the word was such
that many would be snared and caught as it teaches in Isaiah
28:13—not that most would initially understand it?

Don’t you think that an all-knowing Creator
would have a fantastically good reason to do it that way?

Consider also that the Apostle Peter wrote that
some things were ‘hard to understand’ and that people wrongly
twisted the meaning of various scriptures (2 Peter 3:16).

God intended that only those whom He is calling
and choosing would understand in this age.

Since God wants all saved (1 Timothy 2:3-4), why
would He have His word written that way unless He had a plan to
ultimately call everyone?

Notice something about the timing:

9 And He said, “Go, and tell this
people:

‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; Keep on
seeing, but do not perceive.’

10 “Make the heart of this people dull,
And their ears heavy, And shut their eyes; Lest they see with their
eyes, And hear with their ears, And understand with their heart,
And return and be healed.”

11 Then I said, “Lord, how long?”

And He answered:

“Until the cities are laid waste and without
inhabitant, The houses are without a man, The land is utterly
desolate, 12 The Lord has removed men far away, And
the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. (Isaiah
6:9-12)

In other words, the Word of God teaches that the
bulk of the people are not to understand until after
a time of utter desolation.

Since that desolation still has not
happened—this must happen in the future!

Furthermore, the Bible reveals that God has
prohibited idolaters to have proper understanding:

17 And the rest of it he makes into a
god, His carved image. He falls down before it and worships it,
Prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are my god!”
18 They do not know nor understand; For He has shut
their eyes, so that they cannot see, And their hearts, so that they
cannot understand. (Isaiah 44:17-18)

Thus, is God going to permanently condemn those
who worship idols for what He has not let them understand?

Protestant theology tends to say yes.

Those in the Continuing Church of God say
no.

Unless the idolater has committed the
unpardonable sin, they will be judged as other uncalled people are.
Jesus taught that an opportunity for forgiveness will happen “in
the age to come” (Matthew 12:32).

Salvation will be offered to all who ever lived.
With only a relatively few to properly get that offer in this age,
and everyone else in the age to come (Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30).

As mentioned before, early Christians did
believe in an age to come where God will call others.

For those who consider this to be an
‘un-orthodox’ belief, remember that even the Eastern
Orthodox believe in a version of this (cf. Ware T. The
Orthodox Church. Penguin Books, London, 1997, p. 262) as have some
others in various ‘mainstream’ churches. It is a biblically
‘orthodox’ belief.

The Apostle Paul Makes the Point that Not All Have
Been Called Yet

Many understand that the Apostle Paul wrote more
of the New Testament than anyone else.

So, let’s look how he makes it clear that God
did not call all of Israel and that God has allowed people to be
blinded until it is time, but that eventually “all Israel will be
saved”:

7 What then? Israel has not obtained what
it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were
blinded. 8 Just as it is written:

“God has given them a spirit of stupor, Eyes that
they should not see And ears that they should not hear, To this
very day.”

9 And David says:

“Let their table become a snare and a trap, A
stumbling block and a recompense to them. 10 Let their
eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, And bow down their back
always.”

11 I say then, have they stumbled that
they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke
them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12
Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches
for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness!

13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch
as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,
14 if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who
are my flesh and save some of them. 15 For if their
being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their
acceptance be but life from the dead?

16 For if the firstfruit is holy, the
lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches.
17 And if some of the branches were broken off, and you,
being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them
became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree,
18 do not boast against the branches. But if you do
boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root
supports you.

19 You will say then, “Branches were
broken off that I might be grafted in.” 20 Well said.
Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith.
Do not be
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