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            BEFORE YOU READ

          

        

      

    

    
      Vocabulary Notes

      This book is for beginning-level readers. Almost all the vocabulary is at the A2 level. However, some intermediate vocabulary is used too.

      You can learn these words before you read, or you can check this section again while you read. You can also use a dictionary while you read, or guess what words mean by thinking about the rest of the sentence. However, we recommend reading through the example sentences and notes below before beginning the book, no matter what vocabulary strategy you use.

      
        
        Sports Vocabulary

      

      

      This book is about the sport of football (also called soccer in American English). Here is some vocabulary used in football.
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        a goal: A goal can be two things. It is the area at both ends of the football pitch (see the picture). It is also the word for kicking the ball into that area—we say a player scores a goal if they kick it (or head it) into the goal.

      

      

      
        
        a free kick – A free kick happens when one team does something wrong. For example, when Team A does something wrong, like a player touches the ball with their hand or kicks a player from Team B, then Team B gets a free kick. The players from Team A must stand ten metres away while Team B kicks the ball at the goal.

      

      

      
        
        a penalty –A penalty kick is similar to a free kick, but it happens when one team does something wrong inside the penalty box (see the picture). If Team A does something wrong near their own goal, Team B gets a free kick from eleven metres away from the goal, and only the goalkeeper from Team A can try to stop the ball.

      

      

      
        
        goalkeeper – The goalkeeper is the only player who can touch the ball with their hands. Goalkeepers defend the goal for their team. They try to stop the ball from going into the goal. Goalkeepers can only use their hands near their goal.

      

      

      
        
        referee –A referee watches the game to see that the players play correctly. If the players do something wrong, the referee blows a whistle to stop the game. A referee can decide if a player gets a penalty for doing something wrong.

      

      

      
        
        to send off – If a player does something very bad, then the referee can send them off. They have to leave the pitch, and their team has to play with only ten players.
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      Reading Notes: Football

      Football is one the world’s most popular sports. There are 11 players on each team. A football match is played on a football pitch, or field. A football match lasts 90 minutes. The idea of the game is to get the ball into the other team’s goal. Normally people try to kick the ball into the goal, but players can also head the ball (hit it with their head). When a team kicks the ball into the goal, they score one point. Score is also noun—we say the score is two one (2-1), or the score is one nil (1-0). In football, nil is another word for zero.

      Every four years, there is a big competition with many teams from different countries. This competition is called the World Cup. The teams play many games to decide which team is the best.
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      Discussion Questions

      
        	You often see or hear the words ‘fair play’ at football games and with other sports. What do you think it means?

        	Do you think it’s necessary to have a referee at football games? Why or why not? Are referees always fair?

        	Would you talk to an older person who was alone in a café? Why or why not?

        	Some old people have some interesting stories to tell. Do you know any older people? Do they tell good stories? Give an example.
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            CHAPTER ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      The old man always sat in the corner of my café. He had beautiful dark eyes. But they were sad eyes. He probably didn’t have a home. Every day he came in to my café at about half past seven. He drank one cup of tea and ate a chocolate biscuit. He always left when I close the café at nine o’clock.

      But who was he? Why was he sad? I was sure he had a story. So one day, at nine o’clock, I went to his table. I sat down next to him. He looked at me and asked, “Do I have to go?”

      “No, you don’t. Do you want some more tea?”

      “I don’t have any more money.”

      “That’s okay. I’ll buy this one for you.” I got up and made two cups of tea. Then I returned to his table. “Here we are. Two cups of lovely tea.”

      He smiled for the first time. I was happy about that. I don’t like to see sad people. Then I looked at him again. His face… I knew his face from somewhere. From a long time ago—perhaps thirty years ago, when I was a young girl. “What’s your name?” I asked.

      “Me?” He was surprised by my question.

      “Yes, you.” I smiled. We were alone in the café.

      “Georgie,” he said.

      “Georgie? Wait a minute. I know that name from somewhere. You're not Georgie Goode, are you?”

      “That’s me,” said Georgie. Then he drank some tea.

      I didn’t believe it. Georgie Goode, the Georgie Goode, was in my café. Georgie Goode, the football star! Georgie Goode was popular with every woman in England. He was a lot older now. His curly dark hair was mostly grey. But his eyes! His eyes were the same beautiful brown.

      I had so many questions I wanted to ask Georgie. What? How? Why? When? He was once the best football player in the world. Now he was a poor old man.

      “I can see you have a lot of questions,” he said.

      “Well, yes. I’m interested. What happened?”

      “It’s a long story,” he said.

      “I like long stories.”

      “Are you sure?” he asked.

      My husband left me last year. I had no children. “Yes, I’m sure.”

      Georgie started to tell me his story. “Okay. Nobody knows my full story. This is the first time.”

      “I really want to hear it, Georgie. Can I call you Georgie?”

      “Sure. And what can I call you?”

      “Maria.”

      “Maria. That’s a lovely name.”

      He smiled at me. Georgie Goode smiled at me! I am sure my face was red. He was about fifty-five, but he looked ten years older. I was thirty-five. I understood why many women loved Georgie—his smile, his eyes...

      “So…do you want to hear my story?”

      “Oh, sorry. Yes. I’ll close the café and make some more tea.”

      Two minutes later, I sat down again next to Georgie. “Okay, I’m ready.”

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER TWO

          

        

      

    

    
      “Georgie! Georgie!”

      “Okay, Mum. I’m coming.”

      It was half past nine. Mrs Goode stood at her back door. Georgie was in the park. He was playing football again. He was only six years old! The other boys were nine or ten, but Georgie was the best. Play hard, but play fair. That is what his mum always told him.

      “Come on, Georgie. It’s time for bed.”

      “Okay, Mum.” Georgie came in to the house. He walked past the television. He never watched it. He had a bicycle, but he never rode it. There were three important things in Georgie’s life—football, football, and football.

      He washed his face and got into bed. While he slept, he dreamed. In his dream, Georgie played football. He played for his country. He won the World Cup. He had a lot of money. He lived with his mum and dad in a big house. Life was great. He was rich. He was famous, and...

      “Wake up, Georgie! Breakfast!” His mother woke him up. It was time for school.

      Georgie was not very good at school. He was poor at mathematics and bad at geography. He didn’t like history. There was only one subject that Georgie liked: sports. Once a week, the boys played football. They played every Wednesday afternoon. Georgie didn’t like school, but he loved Wednesday afternoons. He loved football, and his sports teacher loved him. He was a star! The school won all its games. Georgie always scored one goal. Sometimes he scored two or three. In one game, he scored six goals.

      He played for his city club: Bray Boys. The other boys on the team were nine or ten years old. Georgie was only eight. He was small, but he was very fast. The older boys were not happy. Little Georgie ran around them and scored goal after goal after goal. Everybody knew that Georgie Goode was going to be a very famous football player.
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        * * *

      

      I stopped Georgie’s story for a moment. I asked, “So you had a good start?”

      “Yes, it was great,” answered Georgie. “My dad was the best dad in the world. He helped me a lot.”

      “And what about the Bray Boys? Did you stay with the team for a long time?”

      “Yes. I stayed until I was sixteen. But something very special happened when I was twelve.”

      It was cold outside. My café was not very warm, but I wanted Georgie to keep talking. “Please go on, Georgie.”
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