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  CHAPTER 1


  A Chilling Death


  On the evening of November 4, 1940, Nevada Senator Key Pittman was celebrating at the swanky Riverside Hotel in Reno. The veteran lawmaker was running for his sixth term—he won his seat in a 1913 special election after the incumbent died—and was heavily favored to be re-elected. Smug that victory was in the bag, the senator had begun to celebrate early. He invited a handful of his closest political pals to his hotel suite for an all-night poker game and, of course, adult refreshments.


  Despite the late hour, the game was lively, with plenty of crude banter and lots of liquor. Through bloodshot eyes, the senator studied his cards. He refilled his glass with another three fingers of a fine, aged whiskey, took a deep swallow, and sat back in an overstuffed leather chair. Confident his cards would trump the others, the senator started to push a small stack of chips to the center of the table.


  Then, he stopped. He felt a wave of nausea and a tingling in his fingers. He shook his head, like a dog trying to shake off the rain, but the feeling wouldn’t go away. He folded his cards face down on the table and told the others to finish up the hand without him. He said he just needed to lie down for a minute.


  As he stood to walk to the bed, there was a sharp pain in his chest. He reached for the table to steady himself but couldn’t seem to find it. His knees buckled and he fell to the floor. He was unconscious before his head hit the carpet.


  The other players quickly sobered up and were on their feet. One barked for someone to call a doctor. As they waited for help to arrive, they watched the senator lying on the floor, his breathing so shallow, and all had the same thought: What the hell does this mean for the election in a few days?


  Eyewitnesses say that evening’s festivities had involved lots of drinking—no surprise since Pittman was an alcoholic. According to former Nevada state archivist Guy Louis Rocha, a political confidant wrote to Nevada’s other US senator, Patrick McCarran, who disliked the popular Pittman, that the senator had “been drunk practically every day he has been in the state of Nevada, and last Monday night [October 21] he appeared at a Democratic rally in Sparks, at which time he had to hold himself up in order to stand.”


  As detailed in Ed Reid and Ovid Demaris’s 1963 book, The Green Felt Jungle, an exposé of organized crime figures in Nevada, what happened next was one of the most bizarre cover-ups in Nevada’s political history. In Reid and Demaris’s version of events, Pittman suffered a massive heart attack a few days before the election and died. Not wanting Pittman’s Republican opponent, Samuel Platt, to win, the state’s Democratic Party powerbrokers decided to place the senator’s body in a bathtub filled with ice and keep him there until after the election, when governor Edward Carville, also a Democrat, could name a replacement. Reid and Demaris also incorrectly reported that this occurred at the Mizpah Hotel in Tonopah and not at the Riverside (a “fact” that appeared for many years on the menus of a restaurant in the Mizpah).
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  Reid and Demaris wrote, “The announcement of his death came a few days after the election and the Republicans attempted to get the story into circulation to circumvent the results of the election.”


  But is the story true? Rocha believes that there was a cover-up but not the one told in the macabre legend. Rocha, who has studied Pittman’s death records and interviewed the doctor who treated the senator, finds that the facts are substantially different from the legend.


  Writing in the September-October 1996 issue of Nevada Magazine, Rocha said, “According to his death certificate, Pittman officially had died of ‘congestive heart failure’ at Washoe General Hospital in Reno five days after the election. The certificate and cause of death seemed legitimate, although if a body had been kept on ice somewhere, who would record it?” Rocha showed the death certificate to a mortician, who said that if Pittman had, indeed, been kept on ice for any period of time, the certificate should have made mention of freeze damage to the skin tissue, but there was no such information. Additionally, the embalmer who worked on Pittman’s body made no mention of finding the type of tissue damage that would have occurred had it been sitting in ice for any period of time.


  The archivist also recognized the name of the attending physician, Dr. A. J. “Bart” Hood, whom he had met several years earlier. He knew that Dr. Hood was retired but still alive and decided to ask him about Pittman’s death. According to the doctor, very late on November 4, an aide to the senator called and reported that Pittman had passed out drunk and fell to the floor. Upon arriving at the hotel, Dr. Hood found an obviously inebriated Pittman, who had suffered a massive heart attack.


  In the early morning hours, Pittman was surreptitiously moved to the hospital and, at Dr. Hood’s insistence, a heart specialist was quickly flown to Reno from San Francisco. The second doctor verified that Pittman had experienced a heart attack and said the senator probably wouldn’t survive more than a few days.


  Rocha says this is when the real cover-up began. Governor Carville and other Democratic Party leaders were informed of Pittman’s grave condition and decided to withhold the information from the public until after the election. By doing this, Governor Carville would be able to appoint another Democrat to replace the dying Pittman, thus assuring the seat would remain safely in Democratic hands. The only inkling that something might be amiss came when the Nevada State Journal in Reno reported that Pittman would not be traveling to Tonopah to vote on election day, as he normally did, because he was fatigued from the strain of campaigning and had checked himself in to a Reno hospital to rest for a few days before returning to Washington, D.C. In the paper, Dr. Hood is quoted as saying, “The senator’s condition is not critical, but he will be kept in the hospital several days, principally for the rest.”


  Rocha is blunt in assessing what happened: “Democratic leaders chose to keep the facts secret and issued a cover story that Pittman was temporarily ill, thus allowing Nevadans to go to the polls on November 5 and elect a dying man.” Ignorant of Pittman’s true condition, Nevada voters overwhelmingly re-elected him by a margin of 31,351 to 20,488 over Platt, a former US attorney who had previously lost twice to the senator (in 1916 and 1928). Not surprisingly, for the rest of his life Platt believed that a dead man had defeated him.


  Contrary to the iceman legend, however, Pittman was not yet dead. Mimosa Pittman, the senator’s wife, was in Washington, D.C., when she heard about his condition. She arrived in Reno on Election Day and immediately visited him in the hospital. In her diary, she wrote that he was alive and seemed “happy.”


  But the sixty-eight-year-old Pittman was, of course, far sicker than the public knew. On November 9, he slipped into a coma and died early the next morning. Later that day, President Franklin Roosevelt sent a telegram expressing his condolences at the “sudden and unexpected passing of my old friend Key.” Rocha notes that what followed was “the largest state ceremonial funeral in Nevada history.” A congressional delegation attended, which included Senator Homer T. Bone of Washington, Senator Alva B. Adams of Colorado, and Senator Carl A. Hatch of New Mexico.


  Although it was Pittman’s desire to have a memorial on a mountaintop or at the University of Nevada, Reno campus, his widow and friends were unable to raise the funds to carry out his wishes. Pittman biographer Betty Glad notes that a committee was formed at the time of his funeral to raise money, but it floundered. For more than two years, Pittman’s body lay in a crypt awaiting an appropriate memorial. In June 1942, Pittman’s brother, Vail, wrote to Mimosa Pittman asking her to take some kind of action: “It is my understanding that a body should not be kept there over two years at the outside, and really not that long.” Finally, in 1943—nearly three years after Pittman’s death—the senator was laid to rest in a double-crypt mausoleum in the Mountain View Cemetery in Reno.


  Today, Pittman’s remains reside in a simple but elegant aboveground crypt made of stone. On the front, beneath a round, bas-relief of his head are his name, dates of birth and death, and the words, CHAIRMAN OF FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE OF UNITED STATES SENATE, 1933 UNTIL HIS DEATH. He shares the tomb with his wife, Mimosa, who died in 1952. Strangely, her name can be found nowhere on the building. Adjacent is the more elaborate final resting place of the senator’s brother, former Nevada Governor Vail Pittman. Carved into the stone monument are his birth and death dates (1883–1964), his years as governor (1945–1951), and the words, HIS LEADERSHIP SHALL EVER BE REGARDED AS OF THE HIGHEST ORDER. On a pedestal in front of the tomb is a bronze bust of Vail Pittman’s head.


  Key Pittman’s death set in motion a complex series of political maneuvers to determine his successor. Rocha notes that, initially, Governor Carville wanted the appointment for himself. The governor planned to resign and have his lieutenant governor, Maurice Sullivan, appoint him to the seat. However, Carville’s wife objected and the idea was soon discarded. Other prominent Democrats let it be known they were interested, including former Governor James J. Scrugham, who was Nevada’s congressional representative (in those days, Nevada only had one congressional member); Pittman’s younger brother, Vail, who was then publisher of the Ely Daily Times; and Al Cahlan, the powerful editor of the Las Vegas Review-Journal, who personally lobbied the governor for the appointment and, he later claimed, was told by Carville that he would be selected.


  Two weeks after Pittman’s death, Governor Carville appointed Berkeley Bunker, speaker of the Nevada State Assembly, to the senate seat. The decision was a surprise to nearly everyone, as Bunker, a Las Vegas service station owner, was relatively young—only thirty-four—and lacked the political heft of most of the other aspirants. However, Bunker was a Mormon bishop and had helped deliver southern Nevada for Carville. At the time, the governor said he made the appointment in the interest of providing geographical balance since McCarran was from Reno. A disappointed Vail, who felt the seat was rightly his, later wrote that Carville selected Bunker in order to appease the growing Mormon vote in southern Nevada.


  An interesting postscript is that, in 1945, Governor Carville resigned in order to be appointed to the same, once-again-vacant senate seat. In 1942, Congressman Scrugham defeated Senator Berkeley Bunker in the Democratic primary, and was elected to Pittman’s former seat. Three years later, Scrugham died in office, and this time Carville wanted the job. He resigned as governor and was appointed to the seat by his lieutenant governor (who automatically became acting governor). Ironically, the lieutenant governor was Vail Pittman, who had been elected to the position in 1942.


  Key Pittman was a colorful and often controversial figure in Nevada’s political history. Born in 1872 in Vicksburg, Mississippi, he attended Southwestern Presbyterian University in Tennessee but dropped out for health reasons before completing his degree. He relocated to Seattle, where he was admitted to the Washington bar, and practiced law for several years.


  In 1897, he heard the siren call of the Alaska gold rush and headed for the Klondike, where he prospected, practiced law (becoming proficient in mining law), and met his wife, Mimosa. Four years later, the Pittmans headed to San Francisco after Mimosa became sick and was advised to leave the Arctic during the winter. While there, Pittman heard about fabulous mineral discoveries in Tonopah, Nevada. He set out for Central Nevada and, once there, found plenty of work for an ambitious attorney with knowledge of mining laws.


  Pittman quickly became one of Tonopah’s most prominent lawyers and parlayed his success into a political career. He ran for the US Senate in 1910 but lost to the incumbent, Republican George Nixon. Two years later, Nixon died, and Pittman was narrowly elected by 89 votes to fill out the remainder of the term. Fred L. Israel, who wrote a 1963 biography of Pittman, noted that Pittman “devoted his energies to the needs and interests of his state . . . Pittman did not represent the American people but was, instead, the spokesman of his state, safeguarding the interests of 110,000 people from the rest of the 130 million.”


  Despite his decidedly Nevada-centric focus, Pittman was elected chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in 1933—not because he had an interest or affinity for foreign affairs but because he was the senior member of the committee. Israel noted that “Pittman was not made for this role. . . . Unlike [previous chairmen] [Charles] Sumner, [Henry Cabot] Lodge, and [William Edgar] Borah, he failed to grasp the fine points of American foreign relations.”


  Israel recounts that in 1933, President Roosevelt selected Pittman as a delegate at a World Monetary and Economic Conference in London. Pittman was eager to participate because he saw it as an opportunity to promote silver—still the lifeblood of Nevada—as an important part of the international monetary scene. During the six-week conference, attended by 66 nations, the senator was a tireless voice for the re-monetization of silver but showed little interest in any other economic issue.


  “Except for silver, Pittman was useless at London,” Israel wrote. “Throughout the conference, especially at crucial moments, he would get drunk. While in this condition, his favorite method of amusing himself was to pop the London streetlights with his six-shooter.”


  As chair of the committee, Pittman proved not to be a rubber stamp for President Roosevelt, particularly—at least initially—when it came to foreign intervention. Additionally, Israel noted, “Pittman’s drinking habits sometimes caused the administration considerable embarrassment. . . . Alcohol often caused Pittman to act on rash impulse, failing to grasp the importance of what he was doing. In December 1935, for example, reporters quoted him as saying that Japan’s ultimate objective was the conquest of the world.”


  In its obituary for the senator on November 18, 1940, Time magazine wrote that Pittman could be “downright careless with words.” The piece noted that he once endorsed sanctions against Italy by saying, “Why shoot a man when you can starve him to death?” Time, which erroneously reported that Pittman had fallen ill in the Mizpah Hotel in Tonopah and was transported to a Reno hospital, also noted that the plainspoken Pittman once called Adolf Hitler “a coward.”


  In A Short History of Reno, authors Barbara and Myrick Land report that the origin of the frozen senator legend may have evolved from a casual remark made by one of Pittman’s aides, who allegedly told a reporter that the reason the Senator had made so few personal appearances in the last days of the campaign was because his staff was “keeping him on ice.”


  Certainly, stranger things have happened.




  CHAPTER 2


  At the Bottom of Lake Tahoe


  It was said to be “bigger than the houses of the white man,” according to one Native American legend. Its wings were as long as the tallest pine trees at Lake Tahoe. It had a body that resembled an eagle’s, but covered with both feathers and scales, and had giant webbed feet. Its head was perhaps its most remarkable feature—it was said to look nearly human.


  And it liked the taste of human flesh.


  The native Washo Indians, who lived around the lake until the arrival of white settlers in the mid-nineteenth century, called the terrible creature the Ong and said it lived in a nest at the bottom of Lake Tahoe, which sits on the border of Nevada and California. The Ong’s nest was said to be the source of the waters that flowed into and out of the lake. In fact, this ebb and flow of the waters was said to explain the great undercurrents found in the deep lake, which scientists have measured to be as deep as 1,645 feet.


  The Washo legend, as reported in a 1921 book, The Lake of the Sky, by George Wharton James, also noted that the Ong had a voracious appetite. The birdlike monster ate everything it encountered, including Lake Tahoe’s fish, birds, animals, and, of course, people.
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The third deepest lake in North America, Lake Tahoe has been the subject of many myths and legends, including several involving humped sea serpents.


  RICHARD MORENO



  “No one ever heard


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  BIBLIOGRAPHY


  A CHILLING DEATH


  Glad, Betty. Key Pittman: The Tragedy of a Senate Insider. New York: Columbia University Press, 1986.


  Israel, Fred. Nevada’s Key Pittman. Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 1963.


  “National Affairs: Turn of the Wheel,” Time magazine, November 18, 1940.


  Reid, Ed, and Ovid Demaris, The Green Felt Jungle. New York: Trident Press, 1963.


  Rocha, Guy Louis. “The Mysterious Demise of Key Pittman,” Nevada Magazine, October 1996.


  ———. “Key Pittman on Ice,” Myth #3, Nevada Historical Myth of the Month, www.nevadaculture.org.


  AT THE BOTTOM OF LAKE TAHOE


  Close, Alex. “Myths and Legends of Tahoe,” Sierra Sun, December 29, 2006.


  James, George Wharton. The Lake in the Sky. Boston: L.C. Page & Co. Boston Publishers, 1921.


  Louise, Cherie. “Who Is Tahoe Tessie,” Reno News & Review, January 22, 2004.


  Rocha, Guy Louis. “Getting to the Bottom of Lake Tahoe,” Myth #151, Nevada Historical Myth of the Month, www.nevadaculture.org.


  Sheffield, Keith. “Dark Shapes in the Lake: Tahoe Tessie Remains Alive for Visitors,” Tahoe Tribune, April 29, 2005.


  Stienstra, Tom. “Mysteries of the Deep at Lake Tahoe,” San Francisco Chronicle, July 25, 2004.


  LOVELOCK’S REDHEADED GIANTS


  Brooks, Sheilagh, Carolyn Stark, and Richard H. Brooks. “John Reid’s Redheaded ‘Giants’ of Central Nevada: Fact or Fiction?” Nevada Historic Society Quarterly, Winter 1984.


  Dansie, Dorothy P. “John T. Reid’s Case for the Redheaded Giants,” Nevada Historic Society Quarterly, Fall 1975.


  “Fossil Find Upsets Scientific Theory,” New York Times, March 9, 1924.


  Lovelock Review-Miner, June 19, 1931.


  “Mystery of the Petrified Shoe Sole,” New York Sunday American, March 19, 1922.


  Winnemucca, Sarah. Life Among the Paiutes: Their Wrongs and Claims. Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 1883.


  PYRAMID LAKE’S WATER BABIES AND OTHER SPIRITS


  Benson, Larry. “The Tufas of Pyramid Lake, Nevada,” US Geological Survey, www.plpt.nsn.us/geology/index.html.


  Francaviglia, Richard V. Believing in Place: A Spiritual Geography of the Great Basin. Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 2003.


  NUMA: A Northern Paiute History. Sparks, NV: The Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada, 1976.


  THE GARDEN OF EDEN IN NEVADA


  Chalekian, Harry A. “Was the Garden of Eden Located in Nevada?” Nevada Magazine, July–August 1993.


  Fox, William L. The Void, the Grid & the Sign. Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 2005.


  Francaviglia, Richard V. Believing in Place: A Spiritual Geography of the Great Basin. Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 2003.


  San Francisco Examiner, August 17, 1924.


  ———. August 18, 1924.


  ———. August 19, 1924.


  Theosophy magazine, April 1925.


  HAUNTED CARSON CITY


  “Carson City Ghostwalk, 2005,” http://aroundcarson.com/carsoncity/ghostwalk2005.html.


  “Ghosts of Carson City,” http://computer-vet.com/travel/carson/ghosts.html.


  Hauck, Dennis William. The National Directory of Haunted Places. New York: Penquin Books, 1994.


  “Haunted Laxalt: Carson City, Nevada’s Most Haunted Building,” http://hauntedlaxalt.blogspot.com/.


  “Nevada’s Haunted Hotspots,” www.carpenoctem.tv/haunt/nv.


  Oberding, Jane. Haunted Nevada. Boca Raton, FL: Universal Publishers, 2001. www.hauntednevada.com/hauntedplaces.html.


  Pryor, Alton. The Bawdy House Girls: A Look at the Brothels of the Old West. Roseville, CA: Stagecoach Publishing, 2006.


  THE GREAT CARSON CITY STAGECOACH ROBBERY


  Atwater, Jane. “Lost Wells Fargo Gold,” Desert Magazine, 1954.


  Coin World magazine website, www.coinworld.com.


  Conrotto, Eugene L. Lost Gold and Silver Mines of the Southwest. Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 1996.


  Earl, Philip I. “Confidence Man,” Nevada Magazine, September–October 2005.


  Paher, Stanley W. Nevada: An Annotated Bibliography. Las Vegas: Nevada Publications, 1980.


  Penrose, Matt, and John K. Meredith. Pots O’ Gold. Reno, NV: A. Carlisle & Co, 1935.


  Rocha, Guy Louis. “What Didn’t Happen in Carson City,” Myth #131, Nevada Historical Myth of the Month, www.nevadaculture.org.


  THE FIRST TRAIN ROBBERY IN THE FAR WEST


  Central Pacific Railroad Photographic History Museum, http://cprr.org/Museum/Robbery.html.


  Kinkead, James H. “The First Train Robbery on the Pacific Coast,” The Third Biennial Report of the Nevada Historical Society, 1913.


  Lingenfelter, Richard E. Death Valley & the Amargosa: A Land of Illusion. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1986.


  “Reno Turns 100,” Reno News and Review, March 20, 2003.


  “Robbed Twice on the Same Day,” Howard Hickson’s Histories, www.outbacknv.us/howh/CPRR.html.


  Rocha, Guy Louis. “The Verdi Train Robbery Didn’t Happen in Verdi,” Myth #55, Nevada Historical Myth of the Month, www.nevadaculture.org.


  Wilson, R. Michael. Great Train Robberies of the Old West. Guilford, CT: TwoDot, 2006.


 THE MYSTERY OF THE LOST CITY


  Harrington, M.R. Ancient Tribes of the Boulder Dam Country. Los Angeles: Southwest Museum, 1937.


  Higginbotham, Leslie. “Lost City Discovered in Nevada Sands: Ruins Near Muddy River Give Evidence of a Cultured and Intelligent People,” New York Times, February 8, 1925.


  Hopkins, A. D., and K. J. Evans. The First 100: Portraits of the Men and Women Who Shaped Las Vegas. Las Vegas: Huntington Press, 2000.


  Lost City Museum History, www.comnett.net/~lostcity/LCM2.htm.


  “Science: The Diggers,” Time magazine, April 26, 1926.


  Scrugham, James G. Nevada: The Narrative of the Conquest of a Frontier Land. Chicago: American History Society, 1935.


  THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF WINNEMUCCA ROBBERY


  Meadows, Anne. Digging Up Butch and Sundance. Lincoln, NE: Bison Books, 2003.


  Rocha, Guy Louis. “The Wild Bunch in Winnemucca,” Myth #92, Nevada Historical Myth of the Month, www.nevadaculture.org.


  Toll, David W. “Butch Cassidy and the Great Winnemucca Bank Robbery,” Nevada Magazine, May–June 1983.


  THE UNKNOWN FATE OF ROY FRISCH


  “Baby Face” Nelson, FBI History, www.fbi.gov/libref/historic/famcases/babyface/babyface.htm.


  Raymond, C. Elizabeth. “George Wingfield: Owner and Operator of Nevada,” Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 1992.


  “Reno Crime ‘Bosses’ Found Guilty Here,” New York Times, February 13, 1938.


  “Reno Is Unruffled by Gamblers’ Fall,” New York Times, February 20, 1938.


  “Report Missing Banker Slain at Reno by Nelson,” Chicago Daily Tribune, July 14, 1935.


  Toll, David W. “Finding Roy Frisch,” www.nevadatravel.net/travelgram/07-07.html.


  AREA 51: THE TRUTH IS OUT THERE


  “Area 51,” www.answers.com.


  “In the Nevada desert, there’s something out there—the Black Mailbox,” Los Angeles Times, August 21, 2008.


  “Little A’Le’Inn,” www.littlealeinn.com.


  Patton, Phil. Dreamland. New York: Villard, 1998.


  Strickland, Jonathan. “How Area 51 Works,” www.science.howstuffworks.com.


  “Unsolved History: Area 51,” Discovery Channel, February 17, 2005.


  WHY DID GANGSTER BUGSY SIEGEL DIE?


  “Bugsy Siegel and the Flamingo Hotel,” Online Nevada Encyclopedia, www.onlinenevada.org./bugsy_siegel_and_the_flamingo_hotel.


  Gribben, Mark. “Bugsy Siegel,” www.dark-horse.co.uk/gangsters/bugsy/bugsymain.htm.


  Hopkins, A. D., and K. J. Evans. The First 100: Portraits of the Men and Women Who Shaped Las Vegas. Las Vegas: Huntington Press, 2000.


  “Mob Ties,” Las Vegas Sun, May 15, 2008.


  Sheehan, Jack, ed. The Players: The Men Who Made Las Vegas. Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 1997.


  “Siegel, Gangster Is Slain on Coast,” New York Times, June 22, 1947.


  Smith, John L. “In Search of Bugsy Siegel,” Nevada Magazine, May–June 1994.


  Wilkerson, W.R., III. The Man Who Invented Las Vegas. Bellingham, WA: Ciro’s Books, 2000.


  WALKER LAKE’S SEA SERPENTS


  Johnson, Edward. Walker River Paiute History. Walker River Tribe Publications, 1975.


  Numa: A Northern Paiute History. Sparks, NV: The Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada, 1976.


  Walker Lake Interpretive Association, www.walkerlakenv.org


  Washington Herald (Indiana), September 22, 1907.


  Wheeler, Sessions S. The Desert Lake: The Story of Nevada’s Pyramid Lake. Caldwell, ID: Caxton Press, 2001.


  THE CONQUEROR’S CURSE


  Adams, Cecil. Straight Dope, Chicago Reader, October 26, 1984.


  Jackovich, Karen G., and Mark Sennet, “The Children of John Wayne, Susan Hayward, and Dick Powell Fear That Fallout Killed Their Parents,” People Magazine, November 10, 1980.


  Roberts, Randy, and James Stuart Olson. John Wayne: American. Lincoln, NE: Bison Books, 1997.


  Seegmiller, Janet Burton. The History of Iron County; Nuclear Testing and the Downwinders. http://historytogo.utah.gov/utah_chapters/utah_today/nucleartestingandthedownwinders.html.


  THE STRANGE DEATH OF ADVENTURER STEVE FOSSETT


  Ayres, Chris. “Facts Ruin Otherwise Good Steve Fossett Conspiracy Theories,” The Times, October 3, 2008.


  Chong, Jia-Rui, and Steve Chawkins. “Fossett’s Widow Thanks Hiker,” Los Angeles Times, October 3, 2008.


  Cone, Tracie, and Juliana Barbassa, “Fossett Searchers Pursue Debris,” Las Vegas Review-Journal, October 3, 2008.


  ———. “Missing Adventurer: Wreckage, Bone Found at Crash Site,” Las Vegas Review-Journal, October 3, 2008.


  Dittrich, Luke. “What I Learned Looking for Steve Fossett,” Esquire magazine, June 2008.


  “DNA Links Bones Near Plane Crash Site to Fossett,” Associated Press, November 3, 2008.


  “Fossett Plane Recovery Might Not Resume this Year,” Reno Gazette-Journal, October 5, 2008.


  “Hope Fades in Search for Fossett,” New York Times, September 7, 2007.


  Irvine, Chris. “Adventurer Steve Fossett ‘may have faked his own death,’” The Telegraph, July 28, 2008.


  Merrill, Jamie. “Into Thin Air: Did Steve Fossett Fake His Own Death?” The Independent, August 1, 2008.


  Nieves, Evelyn and Scott Sonner. “Mystery Enshrouds Fossett’s Final Flight,” Reno Gazette-Journal, October 5, 2008.


  “Steve Fossett Officially Dead, But Hope Still Lingers,” Nevada Appeal, February 17, 2008.


  Vlahos, James. “Steve Fossett Special Report: The Vanishing,” National Geographic Adventure, December 2007.


  Vogel, Ed. “Costly Search Was Off Target,” Las Vegas Review-Journal, October 2, 2008.


  WHO SHOT RENO CASINO OWNER LINCOLN FITZGERALD?


  Hagar, Ray. “Fitzgeralds Closes, 474 Laid Off, Will Reopen After Renovations,” Reno Gazette-Journal, September 30, 2008.


  “History of the Nevada Club,” www.oldreno.net.


  Kefauver Crime Committee Reports, Testimony of Virgil W. Peterson, 1951.


  Kling, Dwayne. The Rise of the Biggest Little City: An Encyclopedic History of Reno Gaming, 1931–1981. Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press, 1999.


  “Reno Gambler Shot by Assassin at Home,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, November 20, 1949.


  “Reno Gambling Club Operator Shot in Ambush,” St. Petersburg Times, November 20, 1949.


  Riley, Dylan. “Michigan Native Lincoln Fitzgerald Is Attacked by Unknown Assailant,” Reno News and Review, March 20, 2003.


  “Shotgun Ambush Cuts Down Nevada Gambler,” Evening Independent (St. Petersburg, FL), November 19, 1949.


  WHY DID THRIVING METROPOLIS TURN INTO A GHOST TOWN?


  “Have You Purchased a Lot at Metropolis, Nevada?” Nevada State Journal, April 17, 1912.


  “Look Into Metropolis, Nevada,” The Salt Lake Tribune, September 1, 1911.


  “Metropolis Ghosts Are Skeptics About Oil After the Great Downfall of Early Plans,” Nevada State Journal, February 28, 1954.


  “New Line Taps Reclaimed Area,” San Francisco Call, January 26, 1912.


  “An Opportunity for Every Man at Metropolis, Nevada,” Goodwin’s Weekly, Salt Lake City, August 19, 1911.


  SUICIDE OR SOMETHING ELSE? THE MYSTERIOUS DEATH OF RAYMOND SPILSBURY


  “Body of Raymond Spilsbury Found,” Iron County Record, March 1, 1945.


  “Clues Are Missing on Lost Fisherman,” The Arizona Republic, February 25, 1945.


  “Ex-Mining Official Believed River Victim,” The Courier-Journal (Louisville, KY), January 24, 1945.


  “Filing Shows $237,313 Left by Nevadan,” The Salt Lake Tribune, May 12, 1945.


  “Inquest Scheduled in Copper Man’s Death,” The Los Angeles Times, March 1, 1945.


  “Man Is Missing on Colorado River,” The Reno Gazette, January 24, 1945


  McBride, Dennis. Midnight on Arizona Street: The Secret Life of the Boulder Dam Hotel. Boulder City, NV: Boulder City/Hoover Dam Museum, 1993.


  Metallurgy Magazine, American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, 1911.


  “Mine Operator’s Body Found,” The Montana Standard, February 27, 1945.


  “Mining Man’s Body Found Shackled, The Salt Lake Tribune, February 28, 1945.


  “Murder, He Writes,” Las Vegas Sun, October 10, 1996.


  “Raymond Spilsbury’s Body Found in Colorado,” Washington County News, March 3, 1945.


  “Spilsbury Found; Thought Suicide,” Nevada State Journal, March 1, 1945.


  “Utahn Returns from Peru Stay,” The Sunday Herald (Provo, UT), December 3, 1944.


  Wood, Robert S. Desert Riverman: The Free-Spirited Adventures of Murl Emery. Flagstaff, AZ: Fretwater Press, 2009.


  ABOUT THE AUTHOR


  Richard Moreno is the author of ten Nevada-related books, including Nevada Curiosities (Globe Pequot) and A Short History of Reno, Second Edition (University of Nevada Press). He served as publisher of Nevada Magazine for fourteen years and was honored with the Nevada Writers Hall of Fame Silver Pen Award in 2007. He currently works as Director of Content Development at Central Washington University. He resides in Ellensburg, Washington, with his wife, but makes regular visits to the Silver State.

    
 [image: image]

 
OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
'y THS & LEGE

THE TRUE STORIES

BEHIND HISTORY'S MYSTERIES






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg





