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Chapter 1: Foreplay
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The mid-October light bled soft grey through the floor-to-ceiling windows of the condo, the kind of overcast sky that made the polished concrete floors and the leather chaise feel even more luxurious. Twenty-four floors up, the hum of the city was a distant thrum, muted by the triple-glazed glass Hugh had insisted on when they renovated.

Sofia stretched beneath the rumpled white linen, the cool air from the HVAC raising goosebumps along her arm before Hugh’s hand found her waist. He kissed her slow and deep, the way he always did when he knew they had nowhere to be. His thumb traced lazy circles just above the band of her sleep shorts.

“You’re thinking about something,” she murmured against his lips, her fingers sliding into the thick of his deep brown hair.

“Always,” he said, pulling back just enough to look at her. She was beautiful in that unguarded, early morning way. No makeup on, and no makeup needed. Her dark hair spilled across the pillow. He kissed the corner of her mouth. “So are you.”

She didn’t deny it. They had been together long enough, and trusted each other enough, that the silence between thoughts wasn’t awkward anymore. It was a dare.

“I was thinking about last night,” she admitted, letting her leg hook over his hip. “Dinner. The way that guy at the bar next to us kept looking over.”

“The one in the navy jacket?” Hugh grinned. “You noticed too.”

“Everyone noticed.” Sofia’s voice dropped. “You liked it.”

Hugh let his forehead rest against hers. “I liked the way you pretended not to notice. The way you leaned back in your chair, just a little.” His hand slid lower, grazing her hip. “We’ve talked about this enough times, Sof. It’s not a secret anymore.”

She let out a soft laugh, the kind that said you know me too well. It wasn’t the first conversation. Not even the tenth. They had danced around it for months. In bed. Over wine on the balcony overlooking Lake Ontario. Once in hushed whispers in the back of an Uber after a friend’s engagement party. The fantasy had grown from a whisper to a comfortable, electric presence between them.

“Yeah, it’s not exactly a secret anymore,” she agreed, her voice barely above a whisper. “But we’ve never said soon before.”

Hugh’s eyes met hers. He was a consultant now, after selling his second startup, but the sharp decisiveness of his tech years still lived in him. “Okay,” he said quietly. “Soon. I don’t know how. I don’t know who. But I want to.”

Sofia’s breath caught. She pulled him closer, her nails grazing his back. “I’ve been waiting for you to say that.”

He kissed her again. Slower this time. With more intention. Outside, a streetcar bell chimed faintly on Queen’s Quay. Inside, the sheets twisted around their legs as his hand found the hem of her tank top.

She tilted her head back against the pillow, smiling. “We’re really going to think about this.”

“We’re really going to think about it,” he agreed, his voice warm against her neck.

They stayed like that for a long while. Kissing. Touching. Letting the idea sit between them like something fragile and exciting. No promises. No plan. Just the two of them, holding onto the edge of a thought they weren't quite ready to let go of. Not yet. Maybe soon. Maybe not.

But the thought was there. And for now, that was enough.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
MS NAUGHTER





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





