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            Paul used the most complex and extravagant words to illustrate how incredible it is to discover our identity and purpose as God's beloved. Don't rush through the superlative description of the indescribable riches of God's redemptive acts! Take your time to savor every nuance of meaning as Paul reveals who God is and His infinite love for you (Eph. 1:17-23; 3:15-21). Join Paul in worshiping "the inexhaustible treasures available to you through Christ" (Eph. 3:8) because of His incomparable sacrifice on the cross!
This letter is divided into three parts. Chapters 1 through 3 speak of the Christian's riches in Christ; the second part (Eph. 4:1-6:9) speaks of the Christian's walk; and finally (Eph. 6:10-24) Paul refers to the Christian's battle. As you study this book, you will learn about God's intentions for His people and gain a better understanding of the nature of the church. Notice how Paul uses various verbal images to emphasize the unity of all believers.
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We begin, dear reader, our study of the apostle Paul's epistle to the Ephesians. Four men set out from the city of Rome. It was about the year 62 A.D., and these men are on their way to the province of Asia which was located in what is now known as Asia Minor. These men were carrying with them four of the most sublime compositions of the Christian faith. These documents were so precious that they would be of unparalleled value if they were in existence today. Rome did not understand the significance of the writings of an unknown prisoner. If they had realized what they were about, then they would have arrested these men and taken these documents from them.

When these men took leave of the apostle Paul, each of them received a letter to take back to the area where he was going. These four letters are found in the Word of God, and have been called the "Prison Epistles," because Paul had written them while in prison in Rome, waiting to appear before Nero, who was the Caesar of that particular time. Paul, as a Roman citizen, had appealed his case before Caesar, and was waiting to be heard by him.

These four men and their respective places of residence can be identified. (1) Epaphroditus was from Philippi, and carried the Epistle to the Philippians (see Phil. 4:18). (2) Tychicus was from Ephesus, and carried the Epistle to the Ephesians (see Eph. 6:21). (3) Epaphras was from Colosse, and carried the Epistle to the Colossians (see Col. 4:12). (4) Onesimus, a runaway slave from Colosse, carried the Epistle of Philemon, who was his master (see Philemon 10).

These Epistles present a composite picture of Christ, the Church, the Christian life and the relationship and functioning of all of them. These different facets present us with the Christian life at its highest level.

In the Epistle to the Ephesians, the letter we are going to study now, we are presented with the Church, which is the body of Christ. This is the invisible Church of which Christ is the Head.

And the epistle to the Colossians presents Christ as the Head of the body, the Church. In Ephesians, the emphasis is on the body; in the epistle to the Colossians, the emphasis is on the Head.

In Philippians, the Christian life is presented, with Christ as the dynamic force. The apostle Paul said in his epistle to the Philippians, chapter 4, verse 13: "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me".

Now, Philemon presents Christian living in action, acting in a pagan society. Paul wrote to Philemon, who was the master of this slave Enesimus, to tell him, as we read in his Epistle to Philemon, verses 17 and 18: "Therefore, if you have me for a companion, receive him as myself. And if he has wronged you in anything, or owes you anything, put it to my account."

In other words, dear reader, the gospel during the first century was something practiced in daily life, and it worked. That is what we are going to see in the study of this Epistle to the Ephesians, as well as in the others we will see in the future.

Globally speaking, we can say that the church is God's work of art. It is more beautiful than any temple built by human hands. This spiritual building is being constructed by living stones, and it is inhabited by the Holy Spirit of God. It is like the body of Christ in this world to live and walk on this earth as He would have walked, to fight against the wiles of the spiritual enemy, the devil. Someday the church will be presented to Christ as a bride.

Dr. Arthur Pierson called the Epistle to the Ephesians "Paul's Epistle of the Third Heaven. Others have called it: "The Alps of the New Testament". It is the summit of Aconcagua, in the Andes, of all Scripture; it is the Epistle of the Church. Many Bible expositors regard it as the summit of Biblical truths, the very pinnacle and pinnacle of Bible revelation. Now, this may very well be true. There are some who even dare to suggest that this Epistle to the Ephesians is so profound that none but the elect, that is, the chosen few, can understand it. We have noticed that the people who say this are always careful to include themselves in that small circle. Frankly speaking, we do not even wish to pretend to be able to explore and penetrate into the depths of this Epistle, nor to be able to elevate ourselves to its heights. This Epistle is lofty and inspiring. It is very difficult to breathe the rarefied air of this Epistle. You will realize this when we begin this study. With the help of the Holy Spirit, who is our guide, we will do our best to transmit its contents.

Let us now look at Paul when he was in Ephesus, because this is something important for us to appreciate. It is really exciting to be able to visit the places where the seven churches of Asia Minor were. Ephesus, it was a big city and that church was the main one of those seven churches in the region.

The Holy Spirit did not allow Paul, on his second missionary journey, to enter the province of Asia, where Ephesus was one of the main centers. In the book of the Acts of the Apostles, chapter 16, verse 6, we read: And passing through Phrygia and the province of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. That is, the Holy Spirit blocked their way and said to Paul, "You cannot go there now." Now, we don't know why. But we know that God's timing is perfect. So it was that this man continued his journey westward to Macedonia, to Philippi, to Berea, and then he visited Athens and went on to Corinth; then on the way back, Paul visited Ephesus. And how great was the opportunity that presented itself to the Apostle then. In the same book of Acts, chapter 18, verse 19, we read, And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; and entering into the synagogue, he reasoned with the Jews.

Paul was so favorably impressed by the opportunities for missionary work that he promised to return, which he did on his third missionary journey. There he discovered that another missionary, named Apollos, had been there, in the interval between his second and third missionary journeys. Apollos had preached only about the baptism of John, and not about the gospel of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. At that time, Apollos did not know about the Lord Jesus Christ. But later he himself became a great preacher of the gospel.

Paul then began a far-reaching ministry in Ephesus. For two years he taught in the school of one named Tyrannus, and the gospel penetrated into every center of the province of Asia. Evidently it was at that time that the churches mentioned in the second and third chapters of Revelation were founded by Paul's ministry.

Having visited Turkey, seen the area and read much about the excavations that have been done there, we are convinced that the greatest ministry the gospel has ever had took place in what we know today as modern Turkey. In that day, as today, there were millions of people living in that region. It was the very heart of the Roman Empire. The culture of Greece was no longer in Greece; it was developing along this coast, the western coast of Turkey, where Ephesus was the main city. It was a great cultural center, and a great religious center. The climate was pleasant and it was a beautiful place to visit. Roman emperors would come to this area to spend their vacations. And that's where the gospel had its best reception.

Thus, Ephesus was the leading city of Asia Minor and probably of the entire eastern section of the Roman Empire, second only to Rome. It had been founded in 2,000 B.C. by the Hittites. It was what we would call an eastern, Asian city until 1,000 B.C., when the Greeks came in. There one could see a mixture of east and west.

For a long period of 2,500 years, Ephesus was one of the largest cities in the world. It had a harbor that no longer exists today; it is now clogged with sediment and the sea is several kilometers away. When Paul went to that city, on entering the harbor and disembarking, he found a very beautiful street of white marble. It was a very wide street and the marble for its construction had been brought from the quarries of Mount Prion.

The temple of Diana at Ephesus was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. It was the largest Greek temple ever built, four times larger than the Parthenon, but very similar to it. It was built in a swamp, on an artificial foundation of skins and charcoal, so that it was not affected by earthquakes. The art and wealth of the citizens of Ephesus contributed to its embellishment. It had 127 beautiful columns, some of them artistically carved and painted. The temple also housed great works of art, such as a painting depicting Alexander the Great throwing a thunderbolt.

And inside that beautiful temple was the idol of Diana. She was not the beautiful Diana of Greek mythology. It was not the goddess of the moon. It was the oriental conception of the goddess of fertility; a wooden idol, vulgar, with many breasts. In the shadow of this temple all kinds of immoral practices took place.

And with the manufacture of silver shrines or small temples, which all visitors took home as souvenirs, a flourishing trade had developed, providing large profits to the manufacturers.

So that was the city to which Paul came. First he went to the synagogue and there he spoke boldly for 3 months. Then he went to the school of Tyrannus and continued there for 2 years. Acts 19:10 says, so that all who dwelt in Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord Jesus. This was probably the climax of Paul's missionary work. He considered Ephesus as his great opportunity and stayed there longer than anywhere else. The people of Ephesus heard more of Paul's Bible teaching than those of other towns, and that was the reason why he was able to write to them about the profound truths that this epistle contains.

Indeed, Paul could write later in his Letter to the Corinthians 16:8 and 9, saying, "But I will be in Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great and effective door has been opened to me, though many are the adversaries." Because Paul's preaching hurt the business of the silversmiths, great opposition arose and as a result, serious disturbances broke out in the city. Paul was preaching the gospel of the living God and about the life that is in Jesus Christ. God supernaturally protected him and encouraged him to continue in his work (Acts 19:23-41). Paul loved that church in Ephesus. His last meeting with the spiritual leaders of that church was a tender farewell (Acts 20:17-38).

A large number of people were converted to Christ. Therefore, we believe that the gospel was more effective in that area than in any other place and at other times in the history of the world. That church was of the highest spiritual level. It is surprising to us that living in a pagan city, those people understood the truths of this letter so well. If that had not been the case, Paul would not have written to the believers in Ephesus in those terms. Furthermore, in the book of Revelation we find that Ephesus was the first of the seven churches of Asia mentioned in a series of churches that give us some description of the general development of church history. There we see that Ephesus stood out as the church of greatest spiritual depth.

Some critics have stated that there are two books in the Bible that cannot be understood: Ephesians and Revelation. They say that Revelation is simply a conglomeration of symbols that no one can decipher, and that Ephesians is so lofty that it surpasses us.

Well, let us say that the two Books of the Bible that can be mathematically and logically ordered are the books of Ephesians and Revelation. There are no other two Books that are as logical as these two.

Paul was logical in Ephesians and John was logical in Revelation. The Book of Revelation has been sketched out for us. John, its author, was told to write the things that he had seen, the things that were at that time, and the things that would be in the future; and there we have a threefold division. And the book is arranged according to the numbers seven, so it could not have been sketched in a more didactic way. Now, the Epistle to the Ephesians is very logical. Of the six chapters, the first three deal with the heavenly calling of the Church and are doctrinal. The last three chapters deal with the earthly conduct of the Church, which is very practical. It is that the Church has a Head; the Head of the Church is Christ, and He is in heaven. We are identified with Him. But the feet of the Church are down here on earth. And the apostle Paul would not leave us sitting there in the heavenly places; he said in Ephesians 4:1: "I therefore, a prisoner in the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called". In other words, he reminded those believers that it was beautiful to be with their minds in heaven, priding themselves on the spiritual position they had by being united to Christ, but that it was necessary to come down to earth and begin to live. We have to remember that in Paul's day, Christians lived in the pagan society of the Roman world. The first half of the epistle, that is, the first three chapters, is doctrinal. And the other half, i.e., the last three chapters, is practical, which presents us with a very logical division of the book. We need both parts. We cannot live only in the first three chapters. They are beautiful, but the message must come down to the level of our everyday life.

The doctrinal section itself is also very logical. In chapter 1, the Church is a body. In chapter 2, we see that the church is a temple. And then in chapter 3, we see that the church is a mystery.

Then when we come to the practical section, we find in chapter 4, that the Church is a new man. That is, that the Church has to expose something new in the world, and then the Christian lives on this earth as a new person. In chapter 5, we see that the Church is to be a bride. Let us not get the idea that the Church is a bride now. The apostle Paul told the Corinthians in his second letter 11:2, "I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a pure virgin to Christ." It is as if he said to them, "I have betrothed you today, and someday the church will be the bride." Then, in chapter 6, the church is a soldier. It is that there is an enemy to fight against. A spiritual battle is taking place in this world. The bugle has sounded and Christians must stand firm in the cause of God.

We will now summarize the outline, that is, the order in which the main topics are dealt with, in order to have an overview of the contents of this letter. At the same time, we will recapitulate some of the main points already expressed in this introduction.

I. DOCTRINAL SECTION. THE HEAVENLY CALL OF THE CHURCH (Chapters 1 to 3).

A. The church is one body (chapter 1)

Introduction (1:1-2)

1. God the Father planned the church (1:3-6)

2. God the Son paid the price for the church (1:7-12)

3. God the Holy Spirit protects the church (1:13-14).

4. Prayer for knowledge and power ( 1:15-23)

B. The Church is a Temple (chapter 2)

1. The building material (2:1-10)

2. The construction method (2:11-18)

3. The meaning of the construction (2:19-22)

C. The church is a mystery (chapter 3)

1. The explanation of the mystery (3:1-4)

2. The definition of the mystery (3:5-13)

3. Prayer for knowledge and power (3:14-21)

II. PRACTICAL SECTION. THE TERRENAL CONDUCT OF THE CHURCH (Chapters 4 to 6).

A. The church is a new man (chapter 4)

1. The exhibition of the new man (4:1-6)

2. Inhibition of the new man (4:7-16)

3. The prohibition of the new man (4:17-32)

B. The church will be a bride (chapter 5)

1. The church's commitment (5:1-17)

2. The experience of the church (5:18-24)

3. The expectation of the church (5:25-33)

C. The church is a soldier (chapter 6)

1. The soldier's relationships (6:1-9)

2. The soldier's enemy (6:10-12)

3. The soldier's protection (6:13-18)

4. The example of the soldier. Paul, a good soldier of Jesus Christ ( 6:19-22).

5. The soldier's blessing (6:23-24). asking for knowledge and power.

In our next study we will already begin to consider chapter 1 of this letter of the apostle Paul to the Ephesians. Dear reader, we look forward to your company as we study this book which on the one hand lifts us up to contemplate the spiritual riches of believers in heavenly places, and on the other hand teaches us how we Christians should live on earth, while inspiring us, and giving us the spiritual energy to face personal problems, the complex situations of living together with others, and the struggles of life in a society that is progressively moving away from God.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Ephesians 1:1-2

[image: ]


Dear reader, in our previous study we simply made an introduction to this great Epistle to the Ephesians. This book, on the one hand lifts us up to contemplate the spiritual riches of believers in heavenly places, and on the other hand teaches us how we Christians should live on earth, while inspiring us, and giving us the spiritual energy to face personal problems, the complex situations of living with others, and the struggles of life in a society that is progressively moving away from God.

We have considered all the background and we believe that it is one of the most important letters we find in the New Testament. The city of Ephesus, as we said in our previous study, was a beautiful, populous, and influential city from the commercial, political and religious point of view.

Thus, Ephesus was the main city of Asia Minor and, probably, of the entire eastern section of the Roman Empire. It was second only to Rome. It had been founded in 2,000 B.C. by the Hittites. It was what we would call an eastern, Asian city until 1,000 B.C., when the Greeks came in. There one could see a mixture of east and west.

For a long period of 2,500 years, Ephesus was one of the largest cities in the world. It had a harbor that no longer exists today; it is now clogged with sediment and the sea is several kilometers away. When Paul went to that city, on entering the harbor and disembarking, he found a very beautiful street of white marble. It was a very wide street and the marble for its construction had been brought from the quarries of Mount Prion.

The temple of Diana at Ephesus was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. It was the largest Greek temple ever built, four times larger than the Parthenon, but very similar to it. It was built in a swamp, on an artificial foundation of skins and charcoal, so that it was not affected by earthquakes. The art and wealth of the citizens of Ephesus contributed to its embellishment. It had 127 beautiful columns, some of them artistically carved and painted. The temple also housed great works of art, such as a painting depicting Alexander the Great throwing a thunderbolt.

And inside that beautiful temple was the idol of Diana. She was not the beautiful Diana of Greek mythology. It was not the goddess of the moon. It was the oriental conception of the goddess of fertility; a wooden idol, vulgar, with many breasts. In the shadow of this temple all kinds of immoral practices took place.

And with the manufacture of silver shrines or small temples, which all visitors took home as souvenirs, a flourishing trade had developed, providing large profits to the manufacturers.

So that was the city to which Paul came. First he went to the synagogue and there he spoke boldly for 3 months. Then he went to the school of Tyrannus and continued there for 2 years. Acts 19:10 says, so that all who dwelt in Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord Jesus. This was probably the climax of Paul's missionary work. He considered Ephesus as his great opportunity and stayed there longer than anywhere else. The people of Ephesus heard more of Paul's Bible teaching than those of other towns, and that was the reason why he was able to write to them about the profound truths that this epistle contains.

Indeed, Paul could write later in his Letter to the Corinthians 16:8 and 9, saying, "But I will be in Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great and effective door has been opened to me, though many are the adversaries." Because Paul's preaching hurt the business of the silversmiths, great opposition arose and as a result, serious disturbances broke out in the city. Paul was preaching the gospel of the living God and about the life that is in Jesus Christ. God supernaturally protected him and encouraged him to continue in his work (Acts 19:23-41). Paul loved that church in Ephesus. His last meeting with the spiritual leaders of that church was a tender farewell (Acts 20:17-38).

A large number of people were converted to Christ. Therefore, we believe that the gospel was more effective in that area than in any other place and at other times in the history of the world. That church was of the highest spiritual level. It is surprising to us that living in a pagan city, those people understood the truths of this letter so well. If that had not been the case, Paul would not have written to the believers in Ephesus in those terms. Furthermore, in the book of Revelation we find that Ephesus was the first of the seven churches of Asia mentioned in a series of churches that give us some description of the general development of church history. There we see that Ephesus stood out as the church of greatest spiritual depth.

Globally speaking, we can say that the church is God's work of art. It is more beautiful than any temple built by human hands. This spiritual building is being constructed by living stones, and it is inhabited by the Holy Spirit of God. It is like the body of Christ in this world to live and walk on this earth as He would have walked, to fight against the wiles of the spiritual enemy, the devil. Someday the church will be presented to Christ as a bride.

In this first chapter of the Letter to the Ephesians, we see that the Church is a body, the body of Christ. This is a reality and the body is growing and developing in the world today. In the first two verses we will find an introduction, and then we will see how God the Father planned the Church, in verses 3 to 6. Then we have in verses 7 to 12, of this first chapter of the epistle to the Ephesians, that God the Son paid the price for the Church. For we have redemption through the blood that He shed on the cross. Then we see in verses 13 and 14, that God, the Holy Spirit protects the Church; Paul said "you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise". Here we can also remember his words from First Corinthians 12:13: "For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body". Then, between verses 15 and 23, we have the apostle's prayer for knowledge and power. And we need that prayer, as we come to study this Epistle to the Ephesians, today, let us pray therefore, "Lord, we pray that You would make this Epistle a living and real thing to our hearts, and we do so praying it in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen."

The text of the letter to the Ephesians begins with the doctrinal section dealing with the heavenly calling of the church. Let's read verses 1 and 2:

"Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."

This is the briefest of all the introductions to Paul's letters. It is brief because this letter was sent to the church in Ephesus but was actually intended to be read by all the churches. In some of the major manuscripts, the words "in Ephesus" are not mentioned. Apparently this is the Letter to which Paul referred when he said in his epistle to the Colossians, that the Epistle addressed to those in Laodicea should be read. In other words, this was a Letter written to circulate among the Churches of that time. The author was not writing here so much for the local church of Ephesus as for the church in general, that is, for the invisible body of believers.

Here it says: Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ. This phrase should be changed to read: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ". Why do we say that? Well, we hope you don't think we are spinning too fine here, but throughout this Epistle and in many other places it should say, "Christ Jesus". The word "Christ" is the title, indicating who He is: In Matthew 16:15 we saw that Peter said to Him, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus was His human name. In Second Corinthians 5:16 Paul could say that we no longer know Christ by human standards. Paul did not know him as the Jesus of the three years of public ministry but rather as the glorified Christ whom he met on the road to Damascus. The apostle Paul always emphasized the name of Christ first, referring to Him as Christ Jesus.

He said here that he was an apostle. Now, what was an apostle? That was the highest office or ministry that the church has ever had. No one today can be an apostle in that original sense for the simple reason that he cannot fulfill the requirements of those apostles of the early church. These were the requirements: (1) The apostles received their commission directly from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul himself claimed this condition for himself, when he wrote to the Galatians in 1:1 saying: "Paul, an apostle (not by the disposition of men, nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised him from the dead)". In other words, he had been appointed apostle directly by Jesus Christ. And that was the reason why we believe that Paul took the place of Judas, and not Matthias. The apostles had voted to elect Matthias. But, we do not find anywhere that the Lord Jesus Christ had made him an apostle. Apparently all the apostles received their commission directly from the Lord Jesus Christ. (2) The second requirement to be an apostle was that this person had to have seen the Savior after His resurrection. Paul could fulfill that requirement, as we well know. (3) And then, the third requirement of an apostle was that they exercised a special inspiration, explained and wrote the Scripture (see John 14:26; 16:13; Gal. 1:11-12). Certainly Paul lived up to this requirement more than any other apostle. (4) They exercised supreme authority (see John 20:22-23; 2 Cor. 10:8). (5) The hallmark of their authority was the power to perform miracles (see Mark 6:13; Luke 9:1-2; Acts 2:43). So that was the sign of an apostle. Toward the end of the century John wrote in his second letter v. 10, "10If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house or say to him, "Welcome!" The distinguishing mark was no longer the ability to perform miracles, but to have the right doctrine. (6) They were given the universal commission to establish churches (see 2 Cor. 11:28). And Paul expressly satisfied these 6 requirements of apostleship.

Then, he said here that he was an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God. Paul supported his apostleship by the will of God, rather than by any personal ambition, by the will of any man, or by the request of a church. In his epistle to the Galatians, chapter 1, verses 15 and 16 the Apostle Paul wrote: But when it pleased God, who set me apart from my mother's womb and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I should preach him among the non-Jews. And Paul said to Timothy in his First Letter, chapter 1 and verses 12 and 13: "I thank him that strengthened me, even Christ Jesus our Lord, because he counted me faithful, and appointed me to his ministry, when I was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a reviler: but I was received with mercy, because I did it through ignorance, in unbelief." And Paul constantly referred to the will of God as the foundation of his apostleship. If you want to verify these statements, you can read them in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 1, verse 1. Also in the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 1, verse 1. In his epistle to the Colossians, chapter 1, verse 1.

Now, he is writing to the saints. That word "holy", in the original language, is "hágios" and means "set apart or set apart for the sole use of God". That is, that which belongs to God, for example, the utensils that were in the tabernacle were called "holy utensils" Why, because they were especially holy artifacts, or because they were very beautiful? No, we believe that these utensils were beaten and used after that long journey through the wilderness; they were holy because they were set apart for God's exclusive use. And dear reader, a saint is one who has trusted in Christ and has been set apart for God's exclusive use. Actually, at present there are only two kinds of people: the saints, and those who are not saints. Now we can say that there are some saints who are not being used by God, of course; but that is their own fault. For they have been set apart for God's use and for His service. Saints should act holy, that is true. But they are not holy because of the way they are acting; they are holy because of the position they have in Christ, and they belong to Him to be used by Him.

And then he said: to the faithful in Christ Jesus. The faithful are the believers. The faithful and the saints are the same persons. A saint must be holy, and a believer must be faithful. A believer is a person who has trusted in Christ and a saint as well. The term "saint" is the aspect of the believer in relation to God. While the term "believer" is the aspect of the believer in relation to people.

Now, referring back to our text, Paul said: in Christ Jesus, and this is probably the most wonderful thing of all. To me the most important word in the New Testament is the preposition in. Some theologians have come out with certain ideas trying to tell us what it means to be saved. How would you define our salvation? Well, they have come up with words like: redemption, atonement, justification, reconciliation, propitiation, and the vicarious, substitutionary sacrifice of Christ. All of these words are good, but each of them simply gives us one aspect of our salvation. But what does it really mean to be saved? To be saved means to be in Christ, that is, united to Christ. We are irrevocably and organically united to Christ, by the baptism of the Holy Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 12:12 and 13). We have been placed in the body of believers. In his First Epistle to the Corinthians, chapter 6, verse 17, the apostle Paul said: "But he who is joined to the Lord, one spirit is with him". We belong to Him, and there is nothing more beautiful than that. For as Paul also said in Romans 8:1", there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus". Can you, dear reader, improve on that reality? Being united to Christ is the great achievement of salvation.

This expression of being "in Christ" appears many times in the New Testament. The Lord Jesus Christ said in John, chapter 15, verse 4: "Abide in me, and I in you". What a great reality this is! We are in Christ, united to Christ. We cannot explain it, it is so profound. Analogies can help us somewhat. We can say that the bird is in the air, and the air is in the bird. The fish is in the water, and the water is in the fish.

And the believer is in Christ, and Christ is in the believer: we are united to Him. The Head is in the body and the body is in the Head. My body cannot move without the head directing it. Now the Church, which is the body of Christ, is in Christ, the Head. All the truths of this Epistle to the Ephesians revolve around that great truth.

Then the apostle went on to say, that they are in Ephesus. And we have already referred to this.

We need to take time to examine this epistle carefully. It is my conviction that along with Romans, First and Second Corinthians and Galatians, Ephesians should be given the highest priority among the apostolic letters. These letters contain a throbbing, personal and living message for you and me today, probably like no other part of the Holy Scriptures. They are the great doctrinal letters. For example, when God said to Joshua in Joshua 1:2, Arise and pass over this Jordan, of course, He was not speaking to me, but was giving instructions to Joshua. However, to me there is an application there. The epistle to the Ephesians is equivalent to the book of Joshua in the New Testament, and I feel that it speaks directly to me in a special way.

In verse 2 we have the expression Grace . . . to you. "Grace" was the form of greeting among the non-Jews of Paul's time. The equivalent Greek term was "charis." A similar form is now used among the Greeks.

And Paul added and peace. This was the greeting in the religious world. That is the word you would hear in Jerusalem: "shalom".

Paul took these two words that constituted a common greeting of the time and gave them a beautiful meaning, elevating them to the heights. God's grace is the means by which He saved us. You must know God's grace before you can experience God's peace. Paul always mentioned them in that order, grace before peace. As Paul also said in Romans 5:1, Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we see the word "peace" everywhere. It usually refers to peace in some part of the world, or world peace. But the world can never know peace until it knows the grace of God. The interesting thing is that you don't see the word "grace" around much. One often sees the words "love" and "peace", they are very familiar words, and they are supposed to be taken from the Bible, but they are often not used with the meaning of the Bible. Peace" is peace with God because our sins are forgiven. Our sins can never be forgiven until we know something of God's grace.

The final phrase of verse 2 says: from God, our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace and peace come from God our Father: In reality, He becomes our Father when we experience the grace of God and are regenerated by the Spirit of God. Grace and peace also come from the Lord Jesus Christ: Why didn't Paul say that they also come from the Holy Spirit? Didn't Paul believe in the Trinity? Yes, he did, but the Holy Spirit was already in Ephesus indwelling the Christians. The Lord Jesus was seated at the right hand of God in heaven. When we study the Bible, we must have the geography right. Many people have their theology out of balance because their view of the position of the persons of the Trinity is not correct. In our next study we will continue to move through this Ephesians chapter 1, and in parting we wish you may know the grace of God, so that you may experience the peace that only He can give.
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Ephesians 1:2-3
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Before we begin to consider verse 2 again, let us now refer to the part of the General Outline that refers to chapter 1, and to other general considerations that help us to remember the context of this letter. In this first chapter of the Letter to the Ephesians, we see that the Church is a body, the body of Christ. This is a reality and the body is growing and developing today in the world. In the first two verses we will find an introduction, and then we will see how God the Father planned the Church, in verses 3 to 6. Then we have in verses 7 to 12, of this first chapter of the epistle to the Ephesians, that God the Son paid the price for the Church. For we have redemption through the blood that He shed on the cross. Then we see in verses 13 and 14, that God, the Holy Spirit protects the Church; Paul said you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. Here we can also remember his words from First Corinthians 12:13: "For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body". Then, between verses 15 and 23, we have the apostle's prayer for knowledge and power.

We need to take time to examine this epistle carefully. It is my conviction that along with Romans, First and Second Corinthians and Galatians, Ephesians should be given the highest priority among the apostolic letters. These letters contain a throbbing, personal and living message for you and me today, probably like no other part of the Holy Scriptures. They are the great doctrinal letters. For example, when God said to Joshua in Joshua 1:2, "Arise and go over this Jordan," of course, He was not speaking to me, but was giving instructions to Joshua. However, to me there is an application there. The epistle to the Ephesians is equivalent to the book of Joshua in the New Testament, and I feel that it speaks directly to me in a special way.

In this study we are going to consider again verse 2 of this letter to the Ephesians. Let us then read this verse 2 of Ephesians 1:

"Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."

In our previous study we said that this was the shortest of all the introductions to Paul's letters. It is brief because this letter was sent to the church in Ephesus but in reality it was meant to be read by all the churches. In some of the major manuscripts, the words "in Ephesus" are not mentioned. Apparently this is the Letter to which Paul referred when he said in his epistle to the Colossians, that the Epistle addressed to those in Laodicea should be read. In other words, this was a Letter written to circulate among the Churches of that time. The author was not writing here so much for the local church of Ephesus as for the church in general, that is, for the invisible body of believers.

In verse 2 we have the expression Grace . . . to you. "Grace" was the form of greeting among the non-Jews of Paul's time. The equivalent Greek term was "charis." A similar form is now used among the Greeks.

And Paul added and peace. This was the greeting in the religious world. That is the word you would hear in Jerusalem: "shalom".

Paul took these two words that constituted a common greeting of the time and gave them a beautiful meaning, elevating them to the heights. God's grace is the means by which He saved us. You must know God's grace before you can experience God's peace. Paul always mentioned them in that order, grace before peace. As Paul also said in Romans 5:1, Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we see the word "peace" everywhere. It usually refers to peace in some part of the world, or world peace. But the world can never know peace until it knows the grace of God. The interesting thing is that you don't see the word "grace" around much. One often sees the words "love" and "peace", they are very familiar words, and they are supposed to be taken from the Bible, but they are often not used with the meaning of the Bible. Peace" is peace with God because our sins are forgiven. Our sins can never be forgiven until we know something of God's grace.

The final phrase of verse 2 says: from God, our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace and peace come from God our Father: In reality, He becomes our Father when we experience the grace of God and are regenerated by the Spirit of God. Grace and peace also come from the Lord Jesus Christ: Why didn't Paul say that they also come from the Holy Spirit? Didn't Paul believe in the Trinity? Yes, he did, but the Holy Spirit was already in Ephesus indwelling the Christians.

After verses 1 and 2, which form the introduction, we continue in chapter 1 which we have entitled "The church is one body", and we are going to read verse 3.

God the Father planned the Church

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ."

In this verse Paul presented an exalted doxology, which is a special formula of praise to the Trinity. This praise is addressed to God as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in verse 6 will be called the "Beloved", recalling that all spiritual gifts have been made available to the church, which exists and receives its life from Christ, who is the Head of that living body or organism, and who now reigns in the "heavenly places". Here we can notice something that is very important. God has blessed us. We praise Him with our lips because He has first blessed us. And our blessing is a declaration. His blessings are facts. Our blessing is a declaration. His blessings are actions. We declare Him blessed. He makes us blessed. What is meant by "blessed"? The word "blessed" contains the connotation of "happiness" and "joy". God is rejoicing today. He is happy because He has a way, a way to save you, and He can bless you. It says here that God blessed us. We can't think of anything more wonderful than this. He was not talking about something that can be ours when we get to heaven, but something that is ours right now. Someone once asked me: Have you received the second blessing? Dear reader, I am receiving hundreds of them. Not only have I received the second blessing, but I have had thousands of blessings. He has blessed us, and He has done it through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Here we are blessed with every spiritual blessing, and we must appreciate the following: that it is in the heavenly places. Although the adjective is used in other passages, the full expression "heavenly places" and considering the whole New Testament, is only used in Ephesians. It is found five times: here in 1:3, in 1:20, in 2:6, in 3:10 and in 6:12. The noun "places" is not found in the original. This term denotes the spheres or realms of our association in Christ. We are not yet in heaven, but our calling is heavenly; the power of our daily living is heavenly; God's provision is heavenly. And here we are, blessed with every spiritual blessing, and that occurs in the heavenly regions. We do not know exactly where









d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
CLASS

lE

i

AW
7/’// ALY

,//‘——f‘_

——-————
4!-————/4

i——?—
/é—éé

”/4-/!—-_

RAINY
N\ a._—;%
AW
K\ /2;

///W/ \

ou
=—o E/a

///‘—’!

fﬂr/dﬂ

AN -————/4

AVARRA
JRATIY
N\ 55%
fff/
Tt
r;ﬂ.—___

o!—?—
fé—éé

NN

1]

LA
GUILLERMOTGAD0RIS MCBRIDE

EG

B

(72
> 4
o
(72
(%)
i
=l
ad
<l
O
-
(&)
g
= 4
(= 8






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





