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“That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him.”

Luke 24: 13-16, RSV2CE.

Two disciples walking to Emmaus didn't recognize Jesus after His resurrection. And yet, despite all of their knowledge, “their eyes were kept from recognizing him.” They were eighteen inches from God - the distance from the head to the heart. Not long after, when they personally heard Jesus speak biblical truth and joined Him in worship, “their eyes were opened,” when He revealed Himself by breaking bread with them and they finally recognized Him for who He truly is (Luke 24:30). “They said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the road, while He opened to us the Scriptures?’ The reality of Jesus moved from their heads to their hearts. The truth is that God is not just a concept to be understood but a Person to be experienced (Experiencing God, Denison Ministries, 2025, first15. First15.org).

“How many times has Jesus himself approached us, walking by our side with advice and precise directions to reach our destination, only to be ignored and rejected by us because we have not recognized him? Unfortunately for me, it was one of those fateful days, and faced with the discouragement of not knowing if I was walking in circles searching for Jesus I undertook the return once again to my place of origin when at the turn of the road and I don't even know from where, a stranger appeared who, quickening his pace, was soon walking next to me and without any other introduction he affirmed smiling: ‘You don't get to Emmaus with maps, you get there with faith, with faith, and with grace” (Davalos, 2022. Walking with Jesus Towards Emmaus, pp.3-4).

In the article "The Work of God, the Character of God, and God Himself" (2013), it is stated that the Lord Jesus also wanted to use Thomas’ example as a warning to future generations. After the Lord Jesus was resurrected, the first thing He did was these two meaningful things. One went to Tomás, and the other to Pedro. His work with Thomas was to warn people not to hesitate, and to have faith (kingdomsalvation.org).

Faith is not about explaining things. If you follow God, but only like Thomas the doubting disciple, you always want to touch the Lord's side and feel His nail marks to confirm, verify, and speculate whether God exists or not, [being subject to the misleading of the egoic mind],and if you do that, God will abandon you (kingdomsalvation.org). And the reason for this is that God’s presence in our lives is closely linked with our faith in Him.

In his electronic book Forty Days with the Risen Christ, Davalos (2020) affirmed that “one of the main messages that the risen Christ wanted to give his apostles was the need to have faith at all times on the reality of the spiritual world, and the supremacy of our Father in heaven in all our life circumstances, no matter what. Since in this fallen world we live in the prison of our dirty skin garment and its five senses that provide us only a blurred and very distorted view of our reality in a three-dimensional world, we are totally blind to the unending resources that we could unleash if we only had a true faith in the spiritual dimension of our existence. Our faith, like the faith of the Emmaus disciples, is too small and we dare not truly believe. We are unable to believe without demanding proof, without asking for extraordinary manifestations of power and strength, without seeking miracles that attract our attention and motivate our admiration” (p.8).

Davalos (2020) also inquired: “Are we in our lives walking every day to Emmaus, re-living the paradox of not recognizing our master Jesus that walks with us because we are conveniently blind to His example and sacrifices?” (p.11).

The author concluded that “If we love Jesus, we should give testimony of His teachings and sacrifices but not with rationalizations or by creating dogmas, laws, rules and regulations to that effect because those messages will not go through effectively, and they will be just another collection of empty words that lack power because they do not have a life of sanctity and holiness behind the teachers to sustain them. Imagine the sanctity and holiness of the lamb of God that in only three years of ministry changed our world!”(p.19).
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“Then the disciples came and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?’ He answered, ‘Every plant which my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up. Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit."

Matthew 15:12-14, RSV2CE.

We live in a world where fear, competition, racism, crime, greed, despair, sadness, hopelessness, harmful addictions, wars, famine, poverty, disease, depletion of natural resources and animal species, and exploitation are rampant. Pure ego planning. We have missed the mark due to our selfishness and our lack of love. Jiddu Krishnamurti, the Indian philosopher, speaker, and writer, affirmed that ‘It's no measure of health to be well adjusted to a profoundly sick society’ (azquotes.com).

“It is not possible to interact with God effectively, locked in a belief system. The belief is affirmative, and disbelief is negative, but in reality, both are the same thing; they do not come from someone who knows from experience, from a true seeker, since both can lead to prejudice. Approaching God does not happen in time or space; it is rather a spiritual journey within us” (Davalos, 2018, The Silence of God, pp. 6,8).

“The great trap of dogma, and of other people’s opinions, will silence our inner truth. Ideologies have created many isms over the centuries that have caused misery, wars, suffering, and fear, and still are, now more than ever. An Ideology is simply an ego-fixed conceptual tool that has been used by a powerful elite to obtain power and control over our societies, our countries, and our world. In our day and age of social media and the internet, this tool is even more dangerous and manipulative. Love, on the other hand, stems from a movement of the heart, not of the mind. Ideology does not have anything to do with Love, and in all cases serves only the cause of Mammon [Matthew 6:24], as politicians in all countries are showing us. Our world will not advance at all if one ideology is opposed by another ideology, no matter how appealing this new ideology might be” (Davalos 2020, From Adam to Jesus, Journey Back to Paradise, p.14).

The Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore defined love as the only reality and ultimate truth that lies at the heart of creation, and the Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu praised love for being the strongest of all passions because it deals with the head, the heart, and the senses (brainyquote.com).

Belief without this experiential depth risks becoming mere preference, while true conviction leads to spiritual maturity and conformity to Christ. Ultimately, belief and experiential knowledge form the foundation of salvation, a dynamic process of seeking God diligently. This relationship promises immortality for those walking in agreement with Him, urging continual growth in grace, truth, and obedience under the Holy Spirit's guidance. (Biblical Meaning of Belief or Experiential Knowledge. The Berean. ask.theberean.org).
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