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Introduction



Why learn Spanish through topics?

So you want to speak Spanish, right? To be able to converse with other Spanish speakers you will need to speak about various topics. Here we introduce the essential vocabulary you will need to speak about 32 everyday topics such as ‘money’, ‘politics’ and ‘food’. This will equip you with both the vocabulary and language skills for speaking in Spanish about the things that you would normally speak about in your own language.



How does it work?

We start with an article about each topic. But to keep things interesting we have added an angle. So for example, if the topic is ‘Money,’ then the article is about ‘The History of Money’. This way you will learn essential vocabulary while remaining interested in what you are reading. In order to fully understand how to use the vocabulary there are also example sentences for each of the target words. We have also included full translations of everything to ensure you gain the most from the articles.  



Who is this book for?

If you have a good knowledge of basic grammar and vocabulary then this book will help you gain confidence in what you already know, and help you to take your Spanish to the next level. Essentially, if you are a high level beginner or pre-intermediate learner you will definitely benefit and improve both your vocabulary and overall Spanish level.





Please!

If you could please leave a review I would greatly appreciate it. It really helps small publishers like myself to get the word out. Thank you in advance.

Also, if you would like to learn more Spanish or even another language, please check out my author page.





Driving 



Driving in Europa.



Conducir
Conducir en Europa. 



Part 1.

Todo el mundo piensa que es buenos conductores, obviamente algunos no lo son. Por ejemplo, los italianos son famosos por conducir a altas velocidades e ignorar los semáforos. Ellos aman conducir pegados al vehículo de delante y adelantar. Esto es peligroso y con frecuencia hay choques. Yo vi muchos accidentes allí. Lo mejor de conducir en Italia es que se puede parquear en cualquier lado. 



English:

Everybody thinks that they are a good driver. But of course some people are not good. Italians are famous for speeding and ignoring traffic lights. They also love to tailgate and overtake each other. This is dangerous and they often have crashes. I saw lots of accidents there. The good thing about driving in Italy is that you can park anywhere.



Vocabulary:

Conducir a grandes velocidades: To speed while you are driving. 

Example: Conducir a grandes velocidades puede causar accidentes.

Example: Speeding can cause accidents.

Semáforos: Traffic lights.

Example: Debes parar cuando el semáforo está en rojo. 

Example: You must stop at the traffic lights if they are red.

Conducir pegados al vehículo de delante: To tailgate.

Example: Es muy peligroso conducir pegado al vehículo de delante porque si ellos paran de repente tú los podrás golpear. 

Example: It is very dangerous to tailgate someone because if they stop suddenly you could hit them.

Adelantar (otro carro): To overtake (another car).

Example: Debes tener cuidado cuando adelantas,  podría venir otro carro en la dirección opuesta.

Example: You should be careful when you overtake in case a car is coming from the opposite direction.

Choque/Chocar: A crash/to crash.

Example 1: Vi un choque en el camino. 

Example 1: I saw a car crash on the side of the road.

Example 2: El carro se chocó contra un árbol. 

Example 2: The car crashed into a tree.

Accidente: An accident. 

Example: Hay más accidentes en la noche.

Example: There are more accidents at night.

Parquear: To park (a car).

Example: Yo parqueé mi carro junto a mi casa. 

Example: I parked my car next to my house.











Part 2.

Los alemanes son buenos conductores porque ellos tienen cámaras de control de velocidad por todos lados, por lo tanto, ellos conducen más o menos lento en carreteras normales. Sin embargo, no hay límite de velocidad en las autopistas entonces debes tener mucho cuidado. Probablemente los mejores conductores son los eslovacos. Ellos siempre indican cuando van a girar y son muy cuidadosos en las rotondas. Por favor, de igual manera se cuidadoso en cualquier lugar que estés.  



English:

Germans are ok because there are speed cameras everywhere so they drive quite slowly on normal roads. However, there is no speed limit on the motorway so you need to be careful. Probably the best drivers on the road are Slovaks. They always indicate when turning and are careful on roundabouts. But wherever you are, please be careful.



Vocabulary:

Cámaras de control de velocidad: A speed camera. 

Example: Debes conducir con cuidado cerca de las cámaras de control de velocidad.

Example: You need to drive carefully around speed cameras.

Carretera: A road.

Example: Esta carretera va a la ciudad. 

Example: This road goes to the city.

El límite de velocidad: The speed limit. 

Example: El límite de velocidad en esta carretera es de 50km por hora. 

Example: The speed limit on this road is 50km an hour.

Autopista: A motorway.

Example: Se puede conducir rápido en una autopista. 

Example: You can drive fast on a motorway.

Indicar: To indicate.

Example: Es necesario indicar antes de girar.

Example: You need to indicate before turning.

Rotonda: A roundabout.

Example: Hay muchas rotondas en el Reino Unido.

Example: There are lots of roundabouts in the UK.





Property 



The UK Property Boom.



Pobreza

El boom de las propiedades en el Reino Unido: 



Part 1.

Cada año es más y más caro comprar una casa o un apartamento en el Reino Unido. Incluso un apartaestudio es muy caro para muchas personas. Es difícil obtener una hipoteca porque las personas no tienen una cuota inicial. Es tan malo que la mayoría de los compradores que compran por primera vez están en la edad de los cuarenta. 



English:

Every year it gets more and more expensive to buy a house or a flat in the UK. Even a studio flat is too expensive for most people. A lot of people can’t get a mortgage because they don’t have a deposit. It’s so bad now that most first time buyers are in their forties.



Vocabulary:

Casa: A house.

Example: Yo vivo en una casa.

Example: I live in a house.

Apartamento: A flat.

Example: Hay dos apartamentos en este edificio. 

Example: There are 2 flats in this building.

Apartaestudio: A studio flat.

Example: Los apartaestudio son muy pequeños y generalmente no tienen un dormitorio separado.

Example: Studio flats are very small and usually don’t have a separate bedroom.

Hipoteca: A mortgage.

Example: La mayoría de las personas necesitan una hipoteca para comprar una casa. 

Example: Most people need a mortgage to buy a house.

Cuota inicial: A deposit. (Note: this is different from a deposit you make in the bank).

Example: Cuando tú compras una casa, usualmente debes pagar una cuota inicial. 

Example: When you buy a house, you usually pay a deposit.
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