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100 Ultimate Blues Riffs for Clarinet, the Beginner Series by
musician, educator and world renowned author Andrew D. Gordon is
an exhaustive guide to introduce beginner students to the various
phrases or “riffs” that make up Blues clarinet playing, both from a
rhythmic and soloing standpoint.

Due to the continued success of his more advanced book series 100
Ultimate Blues Riffs Andrew decided to author a similar type of book
series for beginner students.

This book is ideal for the beginner to intermediate music student with
most of the examples notated in the easier keys. Besides learning how to
play Blues riffs the book is a useful tool for sight reading exercises with
‘many different rhythms.

The 12 bar Blues progression and the Blues scale, in Andrew’s
opinion, the two most important aspects of playing the Blues is
explained in detail as well as “straight” and “swing® rhythms.

There are five sections to the riffs in the book, section 1 contains basic
Blues riffs, section 2 contains Rhythm & Blues influenced riffs, section
3 contains Boogie Woogie Blues riffs, section 4 contains Rock
influenced Blues riffs and section 5 contains Gospel influenced Blues
iffs. Included with this book is an audio CD that contains all the riffs,
recorded twice: first, clarinet with piano, guitar, bass and drums and
second, rhythm section only. of piano, guitar bass & drums 0 you can
practice playing along with the rhythm section.

DI files are available from the publishers web site

‘ttp://www.adgoreductions.com

finduson
B8 Facebook nitp.//www facebook com/adgproductions

Published by isbn 978.1-970178-32-6
ADG. Productions

15517 Cordary Ave, Lawndale CA 90260

(800) 748 5934

hitp://www.adgproductions.com
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clarinetist and pianist
from Taipe, Taiwan.
Her love for music and
pursuit of an education
began at the age of 6

years old. Her passion
for music is rivaled

only by her skill o
perform just about any
piece that is put in
ot of her with the precision of a true professional. Jane’s improvisational skils are:
second to none and are apparent in her overal clarinet performance technique. She is
versed in most genres of music and is not afraid 1o tackle any unknown stye. Her
musical background includes:

®  Bachelor Degree Coursefor Clarinct and Piano at Soachow University (1997-2001)
@ Master Degree Course for Clarinet at Soochow Universiy (2002-2005)

©  Encore program in Keyboard of Musicians Insttute in Los Angels, CA (2010)

®  UCLA Film scoring certificate and Shepherd filmscoring Master (2011)

Jane plays professionally and teaches, with many of herstudents achieving t0p honors
i events such as the Taiwan National music competition. She is currntly entering
into the worldof ilm scoring and composition.

Current:

®  Rhapsody Education: Rancho Cucamonga, CA - Piano and Clarinet
Teacher

®  Guts Improv Theatre: Taipei, Taiwan - Musical Dircctor

®  Taiwanese Center Choir: Los Angeles — Piano Accompaniment

®  Bel Canto Chamber Singers: Los Angeles — Piano Accompaniment

Resume®

©  Suint gnatius High Schoolin Taiwan: Music Teacher (2005-2010)

® The Clarinet instructor of music program, marching band, wind ensemble for
multiple levelsof education from elementary through high schoo (2002-200%)

®“The 1" clarinetst of Taipei Symphony Wind Orchestra (2005)

® “The scholaraip recpient ofBanff Cenre in Canads (2002)

® The 1" hair larinetist of C-Y.C Wind Orchestea (1999)
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“This song, the first of two songs, contains riffs strung together from the 100 iff i this book (0 create an
improvised Blues solo. Please use this template as  basis for creating your own Blues songs, ither by using
AT in this book or creating your own.
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Simple Blues Melody Using The Blues Scale
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In this example, the melody is made up of the C Blus scale C-Eb - F - Gb- G - Bb-C
By using this example you can start creating your own Blues melodics using the Blues scale.
The C Blues scale is played throughout the song even though the chords are changing from C7 to F7 to G7.
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“The Blues scale can, ater  while, sound repetitiv, so this example shows how 1o incororate the Major scale long.
with the Blues scale 1o produce improvised melodic lines.

Wit this introduction along with the 100 riffsin the book your blues playing should improve in ways that you
‘may not have thought possible!
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‘The benefits of having the MIDI files are as follows:

* Mute the clarinet track and play the muted track live while the sequencing program is playing
the rhythm parts of piano, bass & drums.

*“ Control the tempo to your skillevel. As your skilvel progresses, increase the tempo.

* Transpose the key of the iff using the transpose settingin the sequencer. Practice the riffs in
Keys other than what they were writen in.

* Ear training exercises. Listen 10 one track at a time at a slow tempo and try 10 pick out the
notes by ear and only eferring t the book when in doub.

* e looping functio of the sequencer will llow you 0 practice a certain section, whether it
s one measure or anumber of measures, repeatedy.

Notes on Swing Rhythm

Numerous examples in this book are played with a swing rhythm or jazz feel, notated as swing
thythm above the tempo marking. The swing rhythm eighth notes are notated as normal
elghth notes but are played as the first and third notes of an eighth note triplet: see below.

Swing Rhythm
Witin As Flayed As

g,jrrr-'r-r

Each beat of a 4 beat measure is sub-divided into 3 giving a total of 12 counts. The number
inside the box Indicates which beat of the measure is being counted.

There are two Blues songs in the back of the book which were created from some of the 100
riffs. By studying how this is done | hope that you will be able 10 do the same, either by using
Fiffs in this book or creating your own. *Please note that Blues Riff 100, Blues songs 1 & 2
‘along with Blues Riff 99 are played on track 99 as an audio CD can only have a total of 99
tracks recorded onto it.*

Eree Play-A-Long Tracks available from the publisher: Full 12 bar Blues play-a-long
mp3 rhythm tracks in diflerent keys and tempos o practice Improvising the Blues. Please

‘email the publisher at sales@adgproductions com to obtain these tracks by supplyinga receipt
of purchase or photocopy/scan ofthis page.

Although | am a pianist/keyboard player | have taught blues to students of most instruments
including guitarists, bass players, woodwind & brass players. | am available 1o teach students
from ail over the world via skype, high speed internet connection and webcam. For further
information | can be contacted at adgordon@adgproductions com

A special thanks to Jane Lin for recording the clarinet parts, her website is
‘www janelinmusic.com. Also see the back of the book for her biography.
3
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About This Product

“Thank you for buying this book. My hope is that by working with it you will be able 10 learn
many of the techniques, from a soloing standpoint, that make blues clarinet playing so
infectious.

Since 199, the *100 Ultimate Blues RIffs® series which | have authored for intermediate to
advanced students and musicians have been very successful 5o | decided to author another
series which would appeal 10 beginner to intermediate students who have an interest in
learning 1o play Blues clarinet. This book s part of a series of blues Instructional books for
beginner students including versions for piano, guiar, flute, saxophone and brass nstruments.

Whatis a Riff?
Ariff s generally referred 10 as a short melodic or rhythmic phrase that i often repeated to
form the framework of a song especially in Blues, Rock. azz and Latin styles. The 100 rifs in
this book cover a multitude of musical ideas and by learning each one of them and applying
them you wil build up a arge vocabulary that can be used in numerous styles of music. Biues.
songs are made up of repelitive melodic phrases and rhythmic patterns that are strung
together, it s just ke learning a language whereby you irstlearm words which are then joined
together to form a phrase and which in turn forma sentence.etc.

‘The Blues is the basis of most contemporary styles of music whether it is Pop, Jazz, Rhythm &
Blues, Gospel etc. 50 | have divided the book into 5 different sections. Basic Blues Riffs 1-33,
R&B influenced Blues Riffs 34-67, Uptempo Blues/Boogie.Riffs 68-78, Rock influenced
‘Blues Riffs 79-93 Gospel Riffs 94-100.

“The audio CD that accompanies this book contains each example recorded twice, the firsttime.
has the clarinet part playing along with the rhythm section, the second time just has the
rhythm section 5o that you can practice the clarinet part. Each example has a 4 beat count in.

For students that would like to improve their ear training skills, you may want to lsten to the
clarinet part and try o duplicate what Is played without looking at the music notation. |
‘personally find that | am able to memorize music much quicker when I pick music out by ear
than from learning and memorizing from the music notation. Obviously the book can be used
10 locate the notes that you are unable to find by listening to the CD. | would suggest learning
each riff a a slow tempo making sure that the rhythm s accurate and then once the riff is
‘mastered, play along with the audio track on the CD.

“There are two important aspects to know about when playing Blues songs and they are the *12
‘bar Blues chord progression” and “The Blues Scale”.

“The 12 Bar Blues progression is 12 measures in length and once the end of the 1% measure is
reached the progression starts over again and keeps repeating until the end of the song.
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As can be seen from the above example of the chord progression in the key of C major, the first
four measures consists of the C7 (1) chord, followed by two measures of the F7 (IV) chord, two
measures of C7 (1), then one measure each of G7 (V), F7)IV) and C7 (1) before finishing the
progression with the G7 (V) chord which leads perfectly back to the beginning of the
progression, repeating the cycle. The roman numerals (), (V) & (V) help in showing where the
chords li within the C major scale. Since we are in the key of C, C7 would be the (1) chord: F7,
four notes up from C would be the (IV) chord and G7, ive notes up from C7 would be the (V)
chord. Using the roman numerals helps us 10 be able to transpose the chord progression into
other keys much easier than the chord names as well as understanding the harmony of the
music. Since we know that the progression consists of the (1), (IV) and (V) chords,ifwe wanted
10 play the progression in the key of . then the chords would be F7 (1) chord, Bb7 (IV) chord
and C7 (V) chord. Make sure that you thoroughly understand and memorize this basic chord
progression as there are literally thousands of songs using this chord progression. There are
many variations on this basic Blues progression such as playing the F7 (IV) chord in the second
measure as shown in the above example. The Blues scale s used most often when playing the
Blues and it consists o a 7 note scale with the 3% 5% and 7. notes of the major scale flattened
by half astep (see below).

‘The Blues Scale In the Key of C major

Pl
= e
:

b v % v Wi vin

“The Blues scale should be practiced in as many keys as possible just as you would, your major
and minor scales. When playing in  certain key, the Blues scale for that key is used throughout
the whole 12 bar progression even though the chords are changing through the (), (IV) and
(V) chords.

Computer and Sequencer Users This product is available with an optional MIDI fle
disk that can be purchased for $1000 from the publishers web site

hitp:// s adgproductions com catalog number ADG142
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