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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the world of manga! “Manga” is a Japanese word that means “comics.” We use it to describe Japanese-style comics. You can recognize most manga characters by their big, shiny eyes. If you bought this book, you probably know that manga is a huge craze with kids and teens. This book will teach you to create manga drawings so cool, your friends will be begging to learn how you did them!

The first section, Kids Draw Manga, starts with the basics, like how to draw manga-style faces and heads. Then you’ll learn to draw a bunch of manga-style characters, from young boys and girls to intense sci-fi commanders and giant fighting robots.

The second section, Kids Draw Manga Monsters, shows you step-by-step how to draw all kinds of fun manga monsters, from little furballs to giant dinosaur types. These monsters are sometimes mischievous, sometimes cute, or maybe even evil. Regardless of their traits, they all have two things in common: (1) they have a lot of personality and (2) they lack the ability to frighten anyone—especially the characters in the next section.

“Shoujo” manga is perhaps the best-loved style of manga, featuring stories of adventure, friendship, loyalty, and teamwork. In the third section, Kids Draw Manga Shoujo, you’ll find leading men and fantasy fighters, fashionable teens, school kids, “magical girls,” goddesses, demi-gods, and even more knights and fairies. You’ll learn to create these classic characters with your own special touches.

We’ll end with the magical world of Kids Draw Manga Fantasy. You’ll learn to draw magical fairies, beautiful princesses, mermaids, wizards and warlocks, demon beasts, futuristic knights, and many more supernatural creatures. Along the way, you’ll learn to create super-cool effects and get secret tips to make your drawings sparkle.

Every drawing is broken down into steps that are easy to follow, and each section starts with simple characters, then moves on to more complicated ones—this way, the book grows with you as you learn. If you’re a manga fan and you like to draw, get ready for hours and hours of creative fun!
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MANGA BASICS

Let’s get right to the good stuff! Take out a pencil and paper, and let’s get started.

Drawing the Eye

The eyes are the most important part of any manga character. Draw them very big and round, with huge shines. There are at least two shines in the typical manga-style eye, sometimes even more.

BOY’S EYE
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1. Draw the top eyelid.
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2. Add the iris (the colored part of the eye).
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3. Draw the bottom eyelid.
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4. Show the inner and outer edges of the eye.
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5. Add the upper eyelid crease and the “shines.” Color in the iris.
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6. Darken the iris. Leave the shines white.

GIRL’S EYE

Girls’ eyes are drawn differently from boys’ eyes. Most girls’ eyes are drawn in the shape of a box.
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1. Start the outline of the eye. Add the iris.
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2. Draw the bottom of the eye.
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3. Draw the eyelashes.
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4. Add the “shines” inside the iris.
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5. Color in the eyelashes and the iris. Leave the shines white.

Now that you’ve seen how to draw the eye by itself, try adding a pair of eyes to a real manga face. Try drawing the head in step 1, then follow the other steps to add the eyes.
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1.
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2.
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3.
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4.
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5.
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6.

Drawing the Mouth

Look at all of the different expressions you can create, just by changing the shape of the mouth. Here are a few typical mouth positions and some tips on drawing them.
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DISAPPOINTED

Draw a small, down-turned line and place it a little off center.
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SURPRISED

Use a medium circle.
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HAPPY

Draw a smile. Place it closer to the nose than to the chin.
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REALLY HAPPY

Draw a wide mouth, usually without any tongue.
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SHOCKED

Draw a wide mouth—so wide, in fact, that you can’t even see the lower lip!
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CONFUSED

A mini “o” does the trick!

Drawing the Nose

Manga characters have sharp noses that turn up at the end. Notice that as the head turns, the nose looks like it’s changing shape. Here are a few rules to remember so you’ll always get the nose right.
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FRONT VIEW

For a front view, just draw the shadow that the nose casts. It looks like a thin triangle.

[image: ]

3/4 VIEW

As the character turns away, we start to see the shape of the nose. It’s formed by a single curved line that starts at the far eyebrow. (You don’t have to draw the dotted part.)

[image: ]

PROFILE

For a profile, or side view, the line of the nose starts at the forehead. It slopes down, then sweeps up, like a ski jump.

The Shape of the Head

Okay, so you’ve learned how to draw the eyes, nose, and mouth. Now you need a place to put them! Our next job is to tackle the overall shape of the manga-style head. Most manga heads have certain things in common.

BOY’S HEAD

Let’s start with a typical manga boy’s head. This one is a 3/4 view, which is halfway between a front view and a side view.
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GIRL’S HEAD

Here is a front view of a typical girl. In manga, girls have very big hairstyles that make their heads look taller.
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Tips and Tricks

Here are some tips that will help your drawings look professional.
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In a 3/4 view, the chin slopes back at a severe angle. Manga characters almost never have chins that stick out.
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In a front view, the tip of the chin is pointy, not round.
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The ears are placed low on the head.

[image: ]

The top of the head is always large. This helps make the character look young.

Drawing the Body: Boys Versus Girls

Manga boys are usually drawn taller than manga girls. Also, the boy’s upper body is straight, while the girl’s upper body changes shape. The girl’s body is wide at the shoulders, narrow at the waist, and wide at the hips. The girl’s shoulders are usually wider than her waist, which helps make her look young.

[image: ]

Dividing the Body into Sections

These drawings show you how to break the body into sections. This will help you draw more realistic poses.
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The big difference between the male and female forms is in the hips. Male hips are narrow and tall. Female hips are wide and short.

Basic Poses

Take a paper and pencil, and try sketching some of the following poses. Sketching means drawing quickly, without worrying about the details. Just try to capture the feeling of each pose. This is great practice for drawing the cool manga characters coming up!
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WALKING
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TURNING
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THROWING
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SITTING
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READY TO BATTLE EVIL

More Tips and Tricks

Here are some things to remember that will help you avoid lots of beginner’s mistakes.

[image: ]

A forward-leaning head makes a character look weak. A straight neck makes him or her look strong.
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When you draw the back, only draw the bottom part of the shoulder blades.
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The abdomen (stomach area) is shaped like a kidney bean.
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Arms are thickest at the elbows.
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The neck has two main muscles that travel from the pit of the neck up to the head.

Flying Poses

It’s fun to watch manga gals and guys zoom through the sky. But if you don’t choose just the right position, it can look like your character is falling instead of flying. Here are some sure-fire poses to create a sense of flight. Give ’em a try!


FRONT POSE, ARMS DOWN

This pose only works if the head is tilted up. If she were looking straight at us, it would seem as though she were standing still instead of flying.
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In all flying poses, it’s important to add little streaks, called “speed lines.” They create a feeling of movement.

SIDE POSE, ONE ARM FORWARD

Place one arm stretched out straight in front of the character and the other arm back. This is a classic flying pose. Make sure the hair looks like it’s being blown by the wind.
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STRAIGHT-ON POSE, ARMS OUTSTRETCHED

In this pose, we shouldn’t be able to see the legs or feet at all.
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Punching Pose

Whenever one person punches another person, both figures must move in the same direction. It’s as important to show the reaction to the punch as it is to show the punch itself!
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Kicking Pose

Just as with the punch, both figures should move in the same direction.
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COOL MANGA CHARACTERS

Finally, the part you’ve been waiting for! Now that you’ve learned the basics, it’s time to draw a ton of cool, original manga characters!

Basic Manga Boy

Like all manga characters, this boy has a wide face and a pointy chin.
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1. Start with a circle for the top of the head. It’s easier to build onto a simple shape than to draw the entire head from scratch.
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2. Add the chin.
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3. Put some guidelines on the face. These are lines that artists use to help them put the features on the face. They also show which way the head is facing.
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4. Place the facial features on the guidelines. The eyes go on the horizontal guideline. The bridge of the nose goes on the vertical guideline. The mouth is drawn off-center. Make the eyebrows bold. Place the ear where the jaw and the top of the head meet.

[image: ]

5. Manga characters are famous for their hairstyles—always overdo it! Also, add a neck and collar.
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6. Put shines in the eyes. Add a shadow under the chin.
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Erase the extra lines, add color, and you’re done!

Basic Manga Girl

Now let’s do the same basic pose, but for a girl.
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1. Draw a circle for the top of the head.
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2. Add the chin.
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3. Draw the guidelines.
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4. Place the facial features on the guidelines.
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5. Add the hair. Also, add a neck and a collar.
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6. Put shines in the eyes. Add a shadow just below the chin.
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7. Erase the extra lines, add color, and that’s it!

Pointy-Haired Guy

Here’s another basic manga boy. Since you know the basics by now, I’ll use fewer steps.
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Worried Boy

This character has interesting eyes and a different hairstyle. But notice that he still has the same basic manga style: big head and pointy chin.
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Schoolgirl

Here’s a figure for you to try. As with all drawings, concentrate on the big shapes first and save the details for last.
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1. Start by building the body with basic shapes.
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2. Add the facial features and hair.
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3. Save the details for last!
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4. Erase the extra lines, add color, and you’re done!

Funny Runner

Most people lean forward when they run. To draw a goofy run, make your character lean back, chest out, with both arms behind. Don’t let either foot touch the ground. The shadow below him is a nice touch—it tells people where the ground is.
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Crabby Cathy

What a grouch! I
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Manga Princess
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Casual Teen
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Warrior Princess

[image: ]

[image: ]

Teenage Defender
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Manga Business Executive


[image: ]

Mysterious Swordsman
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Homework Trouble
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Hero Knight
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Laser Blast
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Leader of the Earth Rebels
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Magic Sorceress
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THE BATTLING ROBOTS OF JAPANESE COMICS!


Mr. Colossus
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Using Arms as Weapons
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Flying Robot Soldier
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Laser Fighter
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BONUS PAGES: ADVANCED DRAWINGS


Extreme Perspective
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Stylish Teen
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Dark Magic
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Spaceship Commander
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Play Ball!
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Galaxy Ship Pilot
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