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Faithful Builders in a Growing Church

Priscilla and Aquila stand as vital figures in the narrative of the early Christian church. While their names appear only a few times in the New Testament, the depth of their contributions becomes clear when examined closely. This chapter explores their expulsion from Rome, their settlement in Corinth, and how their faithfulness and adaptability laid the foundation for a life of impactful ministry.

Expulsion from Rome

Priscilla and Aquila’s story begins in Rome, a bustling metropolis and the heart of the Roman Empire. They were Jewish Christians, likely converted during the early spread of the Gospel, and were part of a diverse and growing community of believers. Acts 18:2 records a pivotal moment in their lives: "Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome." This decree, issued around 49 CE, forced thousands of Jews—including Priscilla and Aquila—to abandon their homes, businesses, and communities.

The expulsion decree arose from unrest among the Jewish population in Rome, which Roman historians attribute to disputes over "Chrestus," likely a reference to Christ. For Priscilla and Aquila, this meant leaving behind a life they had built and stepping into uncertainty. As refugees, they faced challenges of displacement, economic instability, and the social stigma associated with being both Jewish and Christian in a predominantly pagan world.

Arrival in Corinth

After their expulsion, Priscilla and Aquila travelled to Corinth, a thriving city known for its trade and diversity. Corinth’s location on key trade routes made it a hub for commerce, and it was here that they resumed their work as tent-makers. Tent-making, a skilled trade involving the production of leather goods and tents, provided them with financial stability. More importantly, it became a means of ministry, as their workshop offered opportunities for conversation and connection with people from all walks of life. Acts 18:3 states, "Paul went to see them, and because he was a tent-maker as they were, he stayed and worked with them."

In Corinth, Priscilla and Aquila met Paul, a fellow tent-maker and passionate missionary. This partnership marked the beginning of a deep and enduring friendship. Together, they balanced their daily labour with their shared mission to spread the Gospel. Their workshop became more than a place of business; it was a space where faith was lived out and shared.

Hospitality as Ministry

One of the defining characteristics of Priscilla and Aquila was their hospitality. They opened their home to Paul, providing not only lodging but also a sense of community and support. In a time when Christians often faced persecution and alienation, their willingness to share their home reflected the early church’s emphasis on fellowship and mutual care. Their home became a sanctuary for believers and a hub for teaching and worship. Romans 16:3-5 provides insight into their ongoing role, as Paul writes: "Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. Greet also the church that meets at their house."

Hospitality in the ancient world was not merely an act of kindness; it was a vital aspect of ministry. By welcoming others into their home, Priscilla and Aquila created a space where the Gospel could be shared and discipleship could flourish. Their example set a standard for the Christian community, emphasizing the importance of generosity and openness.

Faithfulness in the Face of Adversity

Priscilla and Aquila’s journey from Rome to Corinth was marked by challenges, but their faithfulness remained steadfast. They adapted to new circumstances, using their trade and their home to further the mission of the church. Their resilience and commitment to the Gospel serve as a testament to the strength of their faith.

This chapter highlights the beginning of Priscilla and Aquila’s story, focusing on their ability to turn adversity into opportunity. Their expulsion from Rome could have been a moment of despair, but instead, it became a catalyst for new beginnings. In Corinth, they laid the groundwork for a ministry that would impact the church for generations to come.

As we move forward, we will see how Priscilla and Aquila’s journey continued to unfold, leading them to new cities and new opportunities to serve. Their story reminds us that faithfulness in the face of hardship is a powerful testimony to the transformative power of the Gospel.
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Partners in Ministry

Priscilla and Aquila were more than a married couple navigating life in the Roman Empire; they were a dynamic ministry team whose contributions to the early church had far-reaching effects. This chapter explores their collaboration with Paul, their role in the establishment of Christian communities, and their pivotal interaction with Apollos, a gifted preacher whose understanding of the Gospel they helped refine.

Collaboration with Paul

When Paul arrived in Corinth, he quickly connected with Priscilla and Aquila due to their shared trade of tentmaking (Acts 18:3). The bond they formed went beyond professional camaraderie. Acts 18:4 describes Paul’s custom of reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath, attempting to persuade both Jews and Greeks. During this time, Priscilla and Aquila supported Paul, not only by providing him with a place to stay but also by joining in his mission to spread the Gospel.

Their partnership with Paul extended beyond Corinth. When Paul departed for Ephesus, Priscilla and Aquila accompanied him (Acts 18:18-19). This move highlights their willingness to uproot their lives yet again for the sake of ministry. Ephesus, a prominent city known for its temple to Artemis and bustling trade, became another base for their work. While Paul continued his travels, Priscilla and Aquila remained in Ephesus, carrying on the mission of teaching and discipleship.

Establishing Christian Communities

In Ephesus, Priscilla and Aquila’s home became a meeting place for believers, as noted in 1 Corinthians 16:19: “The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.” This verse underscores their ongoing commitment to hospitality and community building. Their home provided a safe and welcoming environment where the fledgling Christian church could grow.

The early church often relied on private homes for gatherings, as there were no dedicated church buildings at the time. Hosting a church was no small responsibility. It required not only material resources but also a willingness to risk persecution. Priscilla and Aquila’s decision to open their home demonstrated their deep commitment to the Gospel and their courage in the face of potential danger.

Mentoring Apollos

One of the most notable episodes involving Priscilla and Aquila is their interaction with Apollos, described in Acts 18:24-26. Apollos was a native of Alexandria, known for his eloquence and thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. However, his understanding of the Gospel was incomplete, as he was only familiar with the baptism of John. Recognizing both his potential and his need for further instruction, Priscilla and Aquila took him aside and “explained to him the way of God more accurately” (Acts 18:26).

This act of mentorship reveals several key aspects of Priscilla and Aquila’s character. First, it highlights their theological understanding and ability to teach. They were not content to let Apollos continue preaching an incomplete message, even though he was already a gifted speaker. Second, it demonstrates their humility and tact. Rather than publicly correcting him, they took him aside privately, ensuring their guidance was given with respect and care.

Apollos’ subsequent ministry, described in Acts 18:27-28, shows the fruit of their efforts. Strengthened in his understanding, Apollos became a powerful advocate for the Gospel, vigorously refuting Jewish opponents and proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah. Priscilla and Aquila’s willingness to invest in his development had a ripple effect, influencing the broader church through Apollos’ ministry.

Themes of Partnership and Discipleship

The story of Priscilla and Aquila in this chapter illustrates the importance of partnership and discipleship in the Christian faith. Their collaboration with Paul highlights the strength of working together to advance the Gospel. Their role in establishing Christian communities underscores the value of creating spaces where faith can flourish. Finally, their mentorship of Apollos demonstrates the impact of investing in others, equipping them to carry the message of Christ further than any one person could achieve alone.

As we continue to explore their story, Priscilla and Aquila’s example calls us to consider how we can use our own resources, skills, and relationships to further God’s kingdom. Whether through hospitality, teaching, or simply supporting others in their calling, their lives remind us that faithful service, even behind the scenes, can have eternal significance.
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