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        In 
      
      
        a
        tiny
        flat
        in
        London,
        just
        around
        the
        corner
        from
        

        Regent’s
        Park,
        a
        Dalmatian
        named
        Pongo
        lived
        with
        his
        

        owner,
        Roger.
      
    

    
      
        Roger
        was
        a
        songwriter.
        He
        would
        spend
        hours
        every
        

        day
        tapping
        out
        new
        songs
        on
        his
        piano.
        Pongo
        enjoyed
        

        listening
        to
        the
        music,
        but
        sometimes,
        life
        could
        get
        

        pretty
        dull.
        He
        was
        certain
        that
        Roger
        would
        be
        much
        

        happier
        if
        he
        met
        someone.
      
    

    
      
        Pongo
        was
        pretty
        sure
        he’d
        be
        happier
        with
        a
        

        companion,
        too.
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        Then
        one
        day,
        Roger
        took
        Pongo
        for
        a
        walk
        in
        the
        park.
        They
        

        passed
        a
        lovely
        young
        woman
        reading
        by
        the
        pond.
        With
        her
        was
        

        the
        most
        beautiful
        Dalmatian
        Pongo
        had
        ever
        seen.
        It
        was
        almost
        

        too
        good
        to
        be
        true!
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        But
        the
        woman
        and
        her
        Dalmatian
        were
        leaving
        the
        park.
        

        Pongo
        needed
        to
        act
        fast!
        He
        started
        to
        bark.
        Then
        he
        tugged
        at
        

        his
        leash
        and
        yanked
        Roger
        directly
        in
        front
        of
        the
        young
        woman.
        

        He
        wrapped
        the
        leash
        around
        their
        legs
        and,
        before
        he
        knew
        it,
        

        they
        stumbled
        into
        the
        pond!
      
    

    
      
        The
        woman,
        whose
        name
        was
        Anita,
        was
        startled
        at
        first.
        

        But
        she
        and
        Roger
        began
        talking
        and
        laughing,
        and
        they
        

        discovered
        they
        had
        a
        lot
        in
        common.
        Perdita,
        Anita’s
        pet
        

        Dalmatian,
        and
        Pongo
        had
        a
        lot
        in
        common,
        too.
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        The
        months
        passed.
        Roger
        and
        Anita
        fell
        in
        love,
        and
        soon
        they
        

        were
        married.
      
    

    
      
        Together
        with
        Pongo
        and
        Perdita,
        the
        newlyweds
        moved
        into
        

        a
        beautiful
        home.
        They
        hired
        a
        friendly
        cook
        and
        housekeeper
        

        named
        Nanny.
      
    

    
      
        Pongo
        couldn’t
        have
        been
        happier—life
        was
        far
        from
        dull
        now!
      
    

    
      
        Then,
        one
        morning,
        Perdita
        had
        some
        wonderful
        news.
        

        They
        were
        expecting
        puppies!
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        But
        their
        celebration
        was
        unfortunately
        cut
        short
        when
        Cruella
        

        De Vil,
        Anita’s
        mean
        old
        schoolmate,
        barged
        into
        their
        home.
        She
        

        was
        dressed
        in
        an
        expensive
        fur
        coat
        and
        carried
        a
        fur
        handbag.
        

        She
        was
        obsessed
        with
        the
        idea
        of
        puppies.
      
    

    
      
        “Anita,
        darling!”
        she
        crooned.
        “Where
        are
        they?
        The
        puppies!
        

        Such
        perfectly
        beautiful
        coats!”
      
    

    
      
        “Oh,
        it’ll
        be
        at
        least
        three
        weeks,”
        Anita
        responded.
      
    

    
      
      	Perdita 
        had 
        overheard 
        the 
        conversation 
        and 
        cried 
        to 
        Pongo,

        “She 
        wants 
        our 
        puppies! 
        She 
        can’t 
        possibly 
        love 
        them.

        Oh, 
        Pongo . . .”
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