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  How to prepare for a game

  This training app can help you warm up your chess brain before every game of a classic chess tournament. This collection has enough exercises for ten games: 5 x 10 exercises for White and 5 x 10 for Black.

  We advise you to prepare for each game with a series of ten exercises. It will take you 20 to 30 minutes to solve these ten puzzles. All exercises will highlight several areas of the tactical spectrum.

  Use ten exercises in which White has to find the best move when you will play White, to help you visualize your next game. Or use ten exercises for Black when you will be playing that side of the board. You can navigate the 100 puzzles with the 'Bird view' button at the bottom of the screen.

   We have prepared several collections for chess players of different strength:

  
    	ELO-rating: 1400-1600 (post-beginner, internet chess player)

    	ELO-rating: 1600-1800 (club player or experienced internet player)

    	ELO-rating: 1800-2000 (strong club player)

    	ELO-rating: 2000-2200 (strong tournament player)

    	ELO-rating: 2200+  Master level

  

  Tactics should be an important part of your game preparation. You can build up a powerful position by strong strategical play, but one tactical oversight will cost you the game. Because tactics is such a crucial element in chess, it is necessary to train your tactical skills. Not only before a tournament, but also during a tournament. Have you ever seen a professional athlete entering a match without any warm-up exercises? Like in physical sports it is essential to make your muscles ready for action. In chess it is important to kick-start your brain before you play a game. The brain works like a muscle! It needs exercise to function properly.

  Why focus on tactics? Reuben Fine, a former top ten player, once said: 'Combinations have always been the most intriguing aspect of Chess. The masters look for them, the public applauds them, the critics praise them. It is because combinations are possible that Chess is more than a lifeless mathematical exercise. They are the poetry of the game; they are to Chess what melody is to music. They represent the triumph of mind over matter'.

  Good luck!

  Frank Erwich, chess coach & MSc Psychology, Leiden, The Netherlands


  
    Excercise 1
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 1
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    P. Eljanov (2718) - Yu Yangyi (2715)
         

    Havana 2015

  

  
    38.♖xc4!
                                                                     38.♖g3 was played in the game. 

 38...♖2f4
                                                                     38...♕g5 39.♕xf2 White wins 

    38...♖xg2+ 39.♔xg2 ♕g5+ 40.♔h2 White wins 

 39.♕xf8+! ♖xf8 40.♖xh4
  


  
    Excercise 2
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 2
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    Anna-Maja Kazarian - Tea Lanchava

    Amsterdam 2015

  

  
    66.♖g4+! ♔h5 67.♖g5+ ♔h6
                                                                     67...♔h4 68.♘g6# 

 68.♘g4+
  


  
    Excercise 3
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 3
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    E. Dranischnikov (2341) - H. Teske (2534)
         

    Altenkirchen 2012 (?.10)

  

  
    17.♕xc7! ♘xc7 18.♖xd7! ♕xd7
                                                                     18...♕h4 was played in the game. 

 19.♘f6+! gxf6
                                                                     19...♔h8 20.♘xd7 White wins 

 20.♖g1+ ♔h8 21.♗xf6#
  


  
    Excercise 4
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 4
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    Z. Andriasian (2615) - D. Lomsadze (2345)
         

    Jermuk 2012

  

  
    25.♖xf6! ♔xf6
                                                                     25...♖xf6 26.♕xd7+ White wins 

    25...♕xg4 26.♖xf7+ ♔xf7 27.hxg4 White wins 

 26.♘e6! ♕b5 27.♕d4+
                                                                     27.♕d4+ ♔f5 (27...♔e7 28.♘c5+ ♔d8 29.♕h8+ White wins )  28.g4# 

  


  
    Excercise 5
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 5
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    Fons Lauwers - Henk Kroon

    Alphen aan den Rijn 2014 (Analysis)

  

  
    19.♘f6+! ♗xf6 20.♗b1 ♖e8 21.♗h7+ ♔h8 22.♗g6+ ♔g8 23.♕h7+ ♔f8 24.♕xf7#
  


  
    Excercise 6
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 6
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    Stryczek - ?

    1967

  

  
    1.e5+! ♖xe5
                                                                     1...♔xe5 2.♕xc5+ ♔f4 3.♕xd4+ ♔f5 4.♕e4# 

 2.♕b6+ ♔e7 3.♕c7+ ♔e6 4.♕d7#
  


  
    Excercise 7
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 7
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    Simon Elgersma (1962) - Bas De Feijter (1981)
         

    Rotterdam 2015

  

  
    17.♖xf6! ♗xf6 18.♘d5 ♕d8 19.♘c6 ♗g4
                                                                     19...♘xc6 20.♗xb6 White wins 

 20.♕f1 ♕c8
                                                                     20...♘xc6 21.♘xf6+ ♔h8 22.♘xg4 White wins 

 21.♕xf6 ♘xc6 22.♗d4
  


  
    Excercise 8
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    White to move

  


  
    Solution 8

  

  
    [image:  ]
  

  
    D. Fridman (2602) - S. Ernst (2573)
         

    Muelheim 2014

  

  
    21.♗xg6! hxg6 22.b4 ♖a1+ 23.♔b2
                                                                     and White won.

  


  Please let other chess players know about this collection of exercises and rate the book.


  
You can develop your chess with our other books as well. New In Chess has published dozens of chess books on opening theory, middlegame strategy and endgame practice. Please visit our website www.newinchess.com to find out which titles might best suit your style.

  
New In Chess magazine is read by club players in 116 countries. The magazine is published 8 times a year and has regular contributions from all the world's best players like Magnus Carlsen, Vladimir Kramnik, Levon Aronian, Vishy Anand, Hikaru Nakamura,Veselin Topalov,Fabiano Caruana, Alexander Grischuk, Hou Yifan and Judit Polgar. 

  
The Dutch super GM's Anish Giri and Jan Timman are contributing editor and senior editor respectively.
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