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  Hook-Line:  

The continuation of the Trilogy and Ed’s heavy journey. The preliminaries showed how weak the team is in comparison to the real competition ahead of them; they rest at the “Reju” Hotel, train in the “Forest of Ra”, shop together in the supermarket, have fun and learn real teamwork at the resort, and finally, fight together in the biggest stadium of the semi-finals, where there is going to be a lot of intense hype and excitement that’s coming their way. 



[image: image]
  Synopsis:  


The continuation of the Trilogy story of young Edward’s journey; the second book of the Ed’s Mono-myth Trilogy, as well as the intensive amount of events that's coming later on in the story-line...  

The team takes a long-winded break after the battles they’d had in the quarter-finals, but now they realize that they can’t rest for very long, since they’re too weak to compete against the last two teams that’re more than they can handle. They take this time to train, and take Ed in order to receive judgment and see if he’s able to unleash his powers to its fullest potential, and bring forth all of the potential that lives inside of him. While the rest of his team train in order to defeat their upcoming foe that lies ahead of them. And they spend a little more time getting to know each other as a team and a group of individuals as well; learning to cooperate with each other more, and create better combination in their teamwork, and achieve greater results. And more of Gabriel is revealed in the more shocking way, as well as what his goal is from all along. Will Ed’s team be able to get enough training in, in order compete against the infamous “Dream Team”? Will Flora, after her battle against Bast in the last of the quarter-finals, be able to fulfill her promise, and be able to battle and defeat Pinky’s selfish antics over all? 

This is the second volume of the trilogy, as Ed’s team makes it to the new arena, where the energy is at its most intensive, with incredible amount of pep and tension, and the intensity of these final rounds are real, and the hype of the crowd is at its utmost best...Showing that everything is going down. And Ed makes a serious change in demeanor that nobody suspects and a certain battle will go down, that’ll decide who indeed will be the ones to be granted the prize from the Queen herself. But for both the team’s case, it’s to settle a very old score that was meant to be settled a long time ago. 
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  Chapter#1: The truth under the legend of “Empyrean”; Back to training*



“...What?!...All this time, you guys were actually the “Empyrean-Sages” Sages that we all heard that were also sealed up too as well?!” Hercle was pretty shocked to see that they were in disguise, trying to keep their cover, from being blown...

“I knew it all along...I think.” Mikey’s words, were making Anna annoyed at her brother, for saying something that totally stupid and unnecessary. “What?”

“You know as well as I do, that you'd only said that, just to sound cool. Don't lie,” Anna annoyed. 

“...and there goes the whole neighborhood, I guess,” Aeolus face palms. 

“... We’re sorry if were the only one’s here...But we couldn’t be able to get the others in time. I wanted to go back and save them, but Devi insisted that we should go on. The only ones that are still trapped by that wretched “Seraphim’s” are still Theseus, Tammy, and Heracles. And sadly, were powerless against her assault, and their still nothing that we could still do to stop her,” Alpheus said it in a not-so-good way, as their “Empyrean-Sages”, and yet they can’t be able to do anything about it. Owen clenches his fist in anger. He couldn’t believe that the situation got worse.

“ ...I know that you guys tried, but... (Sigh)...this sucks. Even our own powers won’t be able to work against that witch and I mean it won’t work for the time being. I need more time before I’m ready to unleash it's not ready as well. The very spell that I need to use against peak before it’s ready to go up against her. I mean, just by looking at them, I can tell that it needs to be at fullest, highest peak for this to work. They don’t look like anybody that anyone of us, would ever dare try to take on her indestructible power that she contains, due to how she absorbs our friend’s power, and the people of Empyrean,” Owen said it in a way that he couldn’t’ feel like that there is any hope of saving Empyrean...

“Geez Owen. You’d just made it feel as though we have no hope at this at all. Way to bum things out for a change...Geez, pessimistic as always...why does that not surprise me about you at all?” Minerva doesn’t like his pessimistic, negative attitude towards things and feels as though he’s going at this with a negative attitude, “I know things look bad, but we can’t give up and think for ourselves that things are getting that bad. We need to keep our mind on the positive, optimistic things,” Minerva said.

“Yeah, what my sister said huh?” Owen said, as he doesn’t understand, but tries to anyways, to see where Minerva is coming with this about it. 

“ I know that this may this may be one of the darkest times that were being faced with right now. But let it be assured, that we have only one hope...Ed himself.” Devi said, as he was the one holding the infamous sun-ray Ed.

“You’re kidding right? That maniac of all people is who we’re going to trust at a time like this?” Hercle said, “Great, now I know for certain were doomed at this point now,” Hercle added further to the insult of Ed now. He was getting shot a lot of dirty looks from left to right. 

“Hey!” Mikey yelled at Hercle for saying that. Flora and Anna were quiet about this, “...It’s not like he’s lost all control and...”

“Yeah, we haven’t lost control, just like he’d barraged and terrorized the whole fortress to get at one guy that was already on the ground and...,” Hercle stopped to see the serious look on Anna’s face. “Alright, I’ll stop. For her sake...”

“Thank you Hercle. We’d already know,” Anna said, as he has her eyes closed.

“...Lost control...,” Minerva scratched her head.

“What he means, is the last time we’d helped Ed out,” Owen said to her.

“ That’s weird,” Aeolus came up towards the two, Owen and Minerva, and he giving them the eye. “You guys don’t look like you’re the teenagers that were supposed to be the new ones.”  Aeolus was the one who said it out of curiosity...

“...Well...What can I say; the years sure do quite an effect on your appearance...,” Minerva waved her hair back, as she smiled...Assuming that she’s so pretty and all.

“...Well, he’s our last hope of course at this time of age right now,” Devi said in this time of despair..., “Our friend Ed here is the only one that has a chance of saving us, against her threat, and able to actually saving Empyrean. He must be able to perfect his skills and his known power, if he is to become even stronger than ever before,” Devi said some more, as he sounded really serious about what he was talking about.

“Wait?!” Artume went around the “Empyrean” Spirit Hunter Owen, and examine his body, almost like she’s looking for something inside the spirit Hunter and she kept on examining him to see what’s going on.

“...Is there something I did wrong? By all means, tell me,” Owen wanted to know.

“So, you’re supposed to be Owen, huh? So even if what Yosuke was telling is true, then where is your sprit ally, Conan?” Artume was quite curious, on where the ally of Owen is.

“...Well. You see, even though that Conan is my ally. But due to the many years, Conan fused with me, as the years grew by, and we were together; this was due to absorbing Twilight energy from the one enemy I’d fought and now it’s integrating with my body...Giving off some weird vibe in my body as well. So now, he’s now inside of my body now. Meaning that I also the ancient “Spirit Hunter” form, making me even stronger than before. Pretty impressive, isn’t it?” Owen didn’t know that he had such a fan that was interested in who he was. Although Minerva became quite attached to Owen, she just like him so much.

“...Yeah. I see what you mean,” Flora was feeling the energy area around the young-minded Owen.

“So, why was it, that you guys disguise yourself, and lower your powers, to limit yourselves?”  Anna asked in curiosity.

“Well...We can’t be seen. No matter what...For if the Seraphim’s Queen were to be able to find us, she could be able to absorb us. Due to that stupid Empyreal Treasure, the “All-Seeing Eye of Ra” thing that tried to absorb us, in the first place,” Minerva was pretty pissed about this.

“...Yeah. Curse her. Her and those other monsters, who temper with us.” Owen clenched his fist, as he really hates that Queen that tried to seal them up for so long.

“Right now, from where it stands, we’re going to have to trust in Ed’s abilities to break through and...,” Devi stopped, as Hercle came up to him and made a serious face at him.

“Hey, what about us...I mean we actually made it all the way through the quarter-finals, and we didn’t break so much as a sweat, really...not like we need that raging lunatic of a leader to lead us into this and...huh?” Hercle was interrupted, by the “Empyrean” Sage, Devi glared at him, and the team, for he wasn’t very much impressed about their skills out there in battle.

“Oh snap. He’s pissed. Hercle pissed this guy off and quick,” Mikey said, as he was stepping back a few.

“Don’t even go there with me boy! There’s just too much at stake just to make such arrogant, stupid, idiotic comments,” Devi was pretty mad.

“...”

“Yeah. Besides, how in the world could you say that!?! You’ve barley even got through. Every one of you is bruised, from the beginning of the preliminaries. Everyone is out to kill you and get that money from that greedy Queen, who’s after your head. Just think how you’ll do, if the finals, is even worse than before?!” Alpheus started to clear his throat, as he was about to say more about the situation that he clearly doesn’t think that their strong enough to handle at this point of time, “Everyone last one of you lack the necessary skills of a true fighter. You’re all too weak. And you know that. So you need to improve if you’re to put an end to this tournament hunt down for your head...,” Alpheus just freak’s yelled at them for this wasn’t something that they should take lightly, “To be honest, the best performance would have to be with Aeolus and his sister, Flora. Had these guys been there to help you, you’d never would’ve made it this far. Even with the help of Ed himself. So you should be thanking them of all people the most!” Alpheus going super harsh on them.  

“...I’m afraid he’s right.” Mikey said, as he had his head down.

“I now he’s right...” Anna said, as she was serious about this too.

“You’d all barley got away with the quarter-finals. Your skilled children, but you need even more practice and experience, in order to face off against the legion that they’d got going for them right now. Especially with the rise of this new Dream Team, that appears to be very good at what they do as well. So right now, is not the time to be acting this certain way, when there’s much at stake right now...,” Alpheus voiced, as he was done.

The team did take it to heart. For they need more time to train, and perfect their own skills, abilities, and talents, if they’re going to make it through the finals, and facing the Seraphim’s all by themselves to put an end to her reign and coming after the team’s head for so long.

“...Well...What about Ed? What are you going to do with him?” Artume asked in concern for their leader.

“Were going to bring forth the Sacred Phoenix that’s inside of him. As for you all, you need to train and become stronger, and I know the place, that’ll help you get there. Follow me,” Devi made them follow them, as they need to train harder. They then had to follow another road that leads them to the forest that seemed to be pretty spooky.

“I hope this place will make us stronger. We need to...for our leader’s sake,)” Anna thought, as she was continuing to follow them there.

“Man, to think that this is getting that intense. We’d better be on our toes, boy,” Hercle said to his dog, as he was barking at him.

“...Trust me; this place will make you a lot better than you currently are right now...”

“...just great...,” Owen was feeling all blue. He didn’t think that there was much that they can do right now.

“Seriously Owen...Stop being so pessimistic and take your own sister’s advice for a change. We’d got a chance, so let’s see what they’ll lead us too,” Minerva said with such glee in her voice.

“...I guess...,” Owen sighed, as he decided to take more of his sister’s advice, and make sure that they would be able to reach towards their destination. 

“I can’t wait to get there, I want to get even stronger so that I can be able to defeat them and handle things,” Aeolus said.

“You’d think you’re the only one that wants to get stronger, I too want to get stronger as well. So I won’t lose to you,” Mikey said.

“Alright, let’s see you get up to my level if you can,” Aeolus said.

“I will, trust me.” Mikey said.

“You’d better be up for the challenge Mikey. No turning back after you said that.” Hercle teasing his friend...

“You’d think I’m playing, I’m serious,” Mikey said, as he pointing his finger at him,” I will defeat him, and I will show I’m strong as well...(so that way, I can impress Flora as well...,)” Mikey thought inside of his head.

“Can we stay focus right now? We’re losing focus right now,” Devi said, with a slight bit of annoyance in his forehead.

The team were making towards the place, where the so called Forest was at. They were shocked to see that the forest was all over the place. There were big trees, lots of mist everywhere, and it let out a strange aura as well.

“Ugh? What is this place?” Mikey was pretty scared about the feeling that he got in the middle of his gut.

“Let me guess? Scared again?” Anna said.

“No, I just got the case of the run-ins right now,” Mikey said.

“...Oh brother...,” Anna sighed.

“(...Siblings got to love them...,)” Artume said, as she was feeling happy.

“This is the “Forest of Ra”:  A forest that contains so much energy, it normally creates stronger beings, and then makes it hard, or even impossible to cross over the strong and powerful barrier that it crosses. To most, it’s death-valley, but for the fighters, it’s paradise for the training,” Alpheus was speaking to the team about how good a place is it, to train and become stronger after every encounter, “Another thing that’s quite interesting, is this was actually the place where the famous Hugertars and Ken Slayers actually train here and got better and better as well,” Alpheus said. The others were quite shocked to hear such a story, “They grew in strength and skills since this place became the hunting ground for them as well,” Alpheus said, as he was being gleeful about it.

“Wow... (The infamous Ken Slayers and Hugertars train here?)” Mikey was surprised.

“(This is crazy. To think that they’d trained here all this time...,)” Minerva thought in her head.

“(This changes everything now,)” Aeolus clenches his fist.

“So, how are we supposed to run into these beings, that are so strong as to so claim?” Anna said to them, as they kept on walking down the scary forest, that has Mikey all freak out, by the effect of the forest’s unknown powers, like it has a bone to pick with these people.

“Something doesn’t feel like it’s right. It’s almost like were being...followed! Guys! Look out!” Artume took out of her small, but accurate guns, and took good aim, and shot down the person, was in the trees and it feel over dead. As to be presumed.

“...Wow...That was pretty close. Thanks a lot, Artume” Anna wanted to thank her for saving them. Then suddenly the being then became a spirit, and then formed itself straight into the body of Artume’s then suddenly felt bit more experienced, and she was even a little better at gun-fighting than before, “Wow. This is strange. How did I just get some more experience than I have normally I’ve ever would’ve got anytime during training?” Artume was bit confused is unto how in the world did she just bit stronger from this experience.

“That what you just did, was the one of things that you’ve would’ve done to make yourself stronger here. The more of the being’s around here that you take out here, the stronger, skilled, and more experienced you shall get. But that’s not where we’re going to take Ed,” Devi then had them to move on towards the cavern, that they’ve never even got a chance to even see their way.

“ ...Wow...This is where you’ll be taken Ed? This place looks kind of weird,” Mikey was feeling bit scared some more, as they made it to where they plan to take in and put in Ed, and the young sun-ray was still about out, and unconscious in the time being.

“Let me guess, the runs again?” Anna said.

“No...now I’m officially scared,” Mikey admitting.

“...Oh brother...,” Aeolus sighs.

“This place is going to unlock Ed’s memory and the experience potential that Ed will gain, until he has what it takes to become at an even higher rate than before. He should get an insight on how his powers worked the last time. Even after the battle against that monster Aita...,” Devi then had Alpheus hold Ed, while he used his white magic, to open the gate temple.

“What’s he trying to do?” Mikey scratches his head.

“Beats me. How should I know?” Hercle sighs.

“Maybe he’s trying to open it.” Anna said.

“Yeah, he’s trying to open it.” Owen said.

“Please open. For we have what your look’s for. The “Sacred Bird of Ra” Devi said, as the door then responded with the “Empyrean” Sage’s request, and then it activated, as now there were about to experience upon what they’re about to expect from which the temple was showing to them.

“Oh, just great...This place is just roaming around with spirits everywhere, and there’s just no telling on where these spirits come from, and how they got here in the first place,” Hercle was the first to complain, as he didn’t like it already. Then the spirits then formed all around Ed, as now he was inheriting their spirit power, and he was becoming stronger, even though that he’s unconscious for the time being.

“They only roam around those with the great amount of serious load of power, and let’s just say that Ed has that certain power that the spirits were looking for,” Devi making it clear towards the team about what was expected for Ed to be on this journey that he takes.  The temple cave, then ended when they saw at the final part, was a candle and a bedspread, as this seemed pretty unusual and very simple-minded.

“Hey what gives?! I thought you said that this is where going to make Ed stronger!? What the heck, dude?” Mikey didn’t seem at all too happy to see that Ed was going to be placed on that.

“Mikey, shut up. There’s more to this than what he’s giving off,” Anna said.

“I’m sure he is,” Aeolus said as though he’s not surprised what’s going on...or in Mikey’s dorkish behavior as well.

“I understand that this could be quite ordinary. But don’t be fooled. This is the “Bed of Madju”; meaning of the sacred judgment, to the chosen one. And the “Candle of Fate”; shall pass on its judgment, as it creates the inner soul of the person that has been through the trial, and their fate has been decided,” Devi then had Alpheus, put the sun-ray Ed, on a place mat, and then waited it, before the spirits were to roam around the body, and examine it, for the purpose of the time being.

“...So how do you think it’ll take before will be able to be done with the ritual?” Hercle asked.

“It could take weeks, even months, before the ritual shall be done, and Ed’s fate shall be decided upon his fate. What this is the “Sacred Phoenix Bird of Ra Ritual; Phoenix of the White Dragon of Light” Devi said in a way that could make a lot of sense that the team could understand.

“A dragon ritual? How strange,” they thought to themselves.

“We must leave, for we need to have Ed be by himself, if he’s going to go through with the ritual,” Devi then had everybody leave, as they need to have Ed be alone, as the spirits were being at work with the chosen sun-ray.

“I really hope Ed does pass. There’s no telling what’ll happen if he fails,” Minerva was quite concern of the sun-ray, as she was a friend as well.

“Poor Ed. Have to go through his trail all by himself. There’s no telling what’ll happen to him in there,” Flora felt bad, to what’ll happen to Ed. As they left the temple, Artume had to bring up one last thing though.

“What’ll happen to Ed if he fails?” she asked.

“If the young sun-ray fails in his judgment...Then he’ll be thrown into the shadows, and therefore, he’ll be lost in forever darkness, that haunts him so. Even he’ll have to repeat the same thing over and over again. Until there is no end...going through the very nature, of with might even has caused his misery in the first place,” Devi said in a not-so-good way. As it literally shock the team for hearing news like this.

  Chapter#2: Needed break; Info. Of the next team



––––––––

The team was still leaving the temple area, and now feels pretty bummed about the certain training that their leader’s going through. They were so not into themselves, and they didn’t feel like the ritual of this “Ra” thing that could neither make Ed’s unknown powers of the White Dragon, more materialized at making him a whole new person. Or weathering and killing him at the process.

“Man, this is intense. Too intense right now...,” Mikey said, as he was getting scared.

“Mikey, stop being a chicken from time to time.... Despite the fact that it makes you so un-cool, it makes you even more lame that you already are,” Anna said with a great deal of sarcasm in her voice. 

“So tell me, when is there a time where you’re not a complete chicken and all that jazz?” Aeolus said with a great deal of sarcasm in his voice; feeling that Mikey literally has no resolve or no sense of honor and is just a flat out coward and needs to be disliked by many for his cowardly actions. Mikey gave him a serious glare as he didn’t like what he said about him and the way how he decided to say something about him like that...Thinking that all the time he’s nothing more but a flat-out chicken and just does nothing but is annoying from time to time. 

“Shut up! I’m not a chicken! I’ll prove to you that I can be strong as well! Just you wait!” Mikey said, as he was looking forward to facing off against them.

“...Oh really?” Aeolus raised an eyebrow; as though he finds it hard to believe that Mikey can be anything strong or agile for that matter. All he knows is that he’s a chicken, a coward, and a weakling as well. 

“You’d may have done well to be able to do something like that, but trust me when I tell you this, I’m going to pull the most weight in this whole team, for the Semi-Finals, and I’m going to beat the remaining competition there, and show you up as well,” Mikey pounds his chest.

“Alright, like I said. Raise the bar and show me what you’d got...if you got anything worthwhile to show,” Aeolus said, as he felt that he wasn’t impressed what he’s seeing...Thinking of Mikey as someone who’s all talk and doesn’t have anything to lose since he’s already considered a dork to begin with. 

“Brother, you’d got to be a little nicer than that. We’re not trying to down our friends you know,” Flora said with such glee, “We’re supposed to be here for our friends, and downing them like that is just plain mean, you know that,” Flora said to him, as she didn’t like the way her brother down Mikey like that. Mikey makes a nice face, as he felt like Flora was very kind and nice as well. 

“Alright, alright. I’ll stop. Y’all take this way too seriously.’ Aeolus said, as he was putting away his blade and waiting around.

“...kids these days,” Minerva said.

“(Sigh)...do you think that he’ll be fine that temple? What if something bad were to happen to him while were...,” Anna asked, but then cut off, as she didn’t want the situation to be anymore worse than it is, now. She somehow grows very fond of Ed, as time passed on by, the more she’d got to see what he’s like. That and of his bravery in combat...Especially when he did such a successful job, at defeating Aita, and rescuing them, from certain danger...

“...,” Mikey didn’t say anything, as he didn’t want to piss off his sister in any sense or fashion.

“Anna...,” Hercle said, as he was showing a lot of concern for her since she was very concerned about Ed and his well-being as well. 

“Well, to answer your question, we have no clue. We just have to put our faith in Ed, and just move on, as we must continue to do our part, to keeping this universe safe, from the certain harm of evil. It is the way of life,” The team continued to walk back into the creepy part of the forest, when Artume wanted to asked of something else.

“...Minerva? Just how exactly did you and Owen did get away from all this?” She asked in such a confusing expression.

“Yeah, how did you exactly get away from them in the first place?” Anna asked as well.

“Well, if it’s one that the Grimoire Children bozos don’t have, is a strategy for thinking this stuff too throughout the situation. While they went out looking for Ed, our treasures have a mind of their own. They activated, with the power of my wand, and the spell book, to make some kind of resistant, towards the darkness of the power those dead mages possessed,” Minerva showing them the items she carries that helped her get through that tough time.

“And let’s not forget the stone that also saved me from the dark spell, too,” Owen showed his items.

“That’s so cool! You guys must’ve already found ways of making yourselves stronger, already!” Artume was quite amazed at the feat of power that the famous two already mastered upon their items of ancestry.

“So, how come you couldn’t be able to save the other’s then?” Hercle asked them.

“Well we were, but that medallion piece Ariel wore, suddenly activated, and the next thing before you know it, that dreaded Queen for an “Olympian-Angel” then it took control of the remaining of our friends. And this is a Queen that we’ve faced earlier, the one that Owen was supposed to beat her, after we’ve set Tammy free from the clutches of that monster...,” Minerva explaining her point...

“...I see...,” Artume was quite surprised to hear that she was hearing. She was writing down more information.

“My sister is supposed to be the Sage of “Mystical Light” as now’s she’s a prisoner by that dreaded Seraphim’s,” Owen clenched his fist, as he really missed his very own sister. A prisoner towards that dreaded “Seraphim’s” that has them under her power, and control.

“So let me get this straight? We’re dealing with an enemy that has not only the power of a legendary Seraphim’s but also has “Empyrean” power sealed inside her as well?! So then why does she want Ed then? When she has all that power in her disposal?!” Aeolus seemed really confused, as he has no clue, unto what to think about this situation their in.

“That’s because our friend Ed here, has the unknown power of the “White Dragon Phoenix Bird of the Ra” and that with the final piece towards her twisted puzzle, she could be able to surpass the essence of a god.... Soon, if that’s the case, she could be able to rival with the Sun God Ra himself. Thus trying to take him out, in every way that’s ever been known.... You see, Ed’s loaded with strange and unknown powers. Powers that even want to make me want to tremble as well. I’ve never thought that the race of the Sun-Ray, could contain such secrets about the art, of having such amazing power, thus having it locked up for so long, that none would ever comprehend...so then again, that’s to be expected of someone that’s born of Sun-ray physiology of course...,” Owen was done, sounding all smart and so.

“...Showoff...,” Minerva teased her boyfriend about how he just loves to sound so smart and all. 

“So if Ed were to master the phoenix thing, he could be going towards the extent, of being some other whole new breed, while making him stronger and unpredictably stronger than before?” Aeolus asked, as he’s very curious about the powers of Ed.

“Yes.... That could mean that there are so things towards Ed, that were those were not even aware of ourselves. But that is enough questions, you must all get to training now, and I know that training here in this forest, will bring out the necessary powers needed for all of you, to become stronger. Physically fit, for fighting in the finals. So good luck to you all....”

“Yeah, we need to get to training,” Aeolus said.

“I’m ready to go!” Mikey said as well.

“I’m going to make some serious changes.” Hercle said.

“Meanwhile, Alpheus and I will get towards the information room, while trying to uncover the next team that you should all be facing and to see that how far you’ll need to get your skills up, in order to meet up with these super powerful criteria you should doing.

“I see,” Flora said.

“We’re in for a huge competition,” Aeolus said.

“...kids these days...I’ll never know what they’re fully thinking about these days...,” Devi was quite done, now as both him and Alpheus, left on their way, in order to scratch out any type of detail, about where in the world are going to go up against.

“In the meantime, while you train, you must also protect Ed, and see to it, that nothing happens to our Sun-ray friend here. I’d hate to think that if anything were to get in the way on his training ritual,” Alpheus said, as they had to get down there, and see if there was any dirt about the other teams that they shall be facing off against in the finals.

“...,” the team was looking at the sages that were looking at them.

“Oh, and one more thing, don’t go down to the old tournament that you faced in the quarter-finals. They no longer host that down there any longer. They’ll have it at a better looking stadium, that’s the one, where the fighters are truly are going to be tested against the best of the best,” Devi said one warning and advice towards them, as their going to need every sort of information they need to win this on their own.

“Okay. Thanks a lot guys,” Aeolus smiled, as the other teams went out to train. And get stronger, for the time remaining left, they have, before they fight.

“{I’m not to lose against that guy...no way...,}”, Mikey thought in his mind, “{I’d got to look good for Flora. I didn’t do anything in the quarter-finals and I look like an utter embarrassment as well. This blows, I’d got to do something and quick,}”, Mikey continued to think, because he didn’t want to just do nothing and not be able to throw in his two cents on the team.

“{I’d got to master these techniques and make sure that I get the hang of them and quick,}” Aeolus said, as he was looking at himself and wondering what he’s going to do.

“We all have to get stronger. For Ed’s sake of course...,” Flora said.

“I’m getting stronger, but not for the sake of that jerk wad that’s for certain,” Hercle said.... Folding his arms together.

“There’s no telling what other type of danger we might run into later on in this shindig as well,” Owen said.

“I know Owen. I know,” Minerva said, as they went deep into the forest...Trying to perfect their skills in order to be better use to the team. 

“...I just hope that the others are okay right now...I sure miss them for these five years we were gone...,” Owen saddened of missing them. 

“I too as well...,” Minerva said as well. 

“Alright.... Shall we get back into those filthy disguises again?” Alpheus didn’t like them one bit.

“Why don’t you shut-up, and be grateful that were being protected these things in the first place,” Devi then sensed something that didn’t seem to be right at all.

“I got a raw feeling down my spine that...behind you!”

*** 

Devi pushed Alpheus out of the way, as something was definitely coming at them. And it didn’t not one bit friendly at all.

“Wait. I know those things. You must be joking? How in the world, could this be? Shadow Blades? Then this must mean...oh crap! It those “Shadow Assassins! How in the freaking world did they find us?!” Alpheus was freaked, as the deadly-looking ninja’s assert themselves towards the field and boy were they ready to fight.

“No place to run now. We have you right where we want you!” they were itching to take them down.

“Ha! That’s what you think!” Alpheus then summoned up some water, as the “Shadow Assassins” then fired out everything, but it was too late, as they already got away from the assault.

***

“Oh shit!! We missed! She’s not going to be happy when she hears this.” One of them said it, as they seemed pretty screwed right about now.

“This better be good.” The shadow character seemed pretty pissed.

“Actually. I got a plan, to thwart them out.” One of the other “Shadow Assassins” assumed.

“Go on.” The shadowy figure seemed really interested upon what the “Shadow Assassins” about to say to her, regarding a plan to take them out.

***

Back where the “Arch-Temple”; a place that where the Seraphim’s were originated, and now are being tested. But it was too bad that this became a place that has been corrupted by the forces of one bad “Olympian-Angel” and this Queen was far from being nice. She was sipping from her cup of power, as all was going according to plan, and everyone is suffering over her super power, and there was no one that could stop her, for the time being.

“Ahh...this is high living, ain’t it?” The “Olympian-Angel” was laughing, as she looked under the pet under her control.

***

“This isn’t over, you fiend!! Your destruction is right under your nose! The Sun-Ray shall destroy you, once and for all!” The “Black Liger”, or Apis Ken Slayer, has really lost the evil part of him since he was defeated. So now he’s on the side of good, and he really wants to see to it, that the wicked Queen for an “Olympian-Angel” will fall from this point on.

“I wouldn’t be the one who’s talking, especially if you’re the one, that’s under my power. Soon, it won’t be long, before I have the final key, to becoming more than that stupid Sun God Ra, the very “Empyrean King”, that dared to make us, into the warriors of light, when really I’m this, for the glorious power, and the concept that I truly deserve. I mean, I’ve gotten more “Empyrean” taste of power, so much more, than you could possibly could ever tell me!” The “Olympian-Angel “Queen kept on laughing and laughing, as soon she was going to become complete.

“I’ll be able to surpass the lord all fiends himself, Hallde. And then, strike that bastard down, so that I may be the one that comes out on top and make sure that I can be able to dominate all other things around me as well!” Queen Persephone, said and laughed, as she was looking forward to making sure that she should would be able to rule over all in her essence.

***

“I’ll be even being more powerful than all the other “Olympian-Angel’s” and even more possible, I’ll become more than the Sun God Ra himself!! (more evil laughing)” The “Olympian-Angel” Queen laughed some more, as she looked over, as it turns out, that there was another “Olympian-Angel” under her power, and she kept on laughing and laughing horribly, as all was still going under her plan.” Now, only one piece remains in the puzzle. The “White Dragon Phoenix Bird of Ra” and soon, I’ll stripe that worthless Sun-ray of his destiny, and become more powerful, than anything in this whole world!!! The wide universe!!” She kept laughing on and on, “And all of that happens in the next few days, when the Semi-Finals go down, and then all will be gathered together in an all-out brawl that’ll decide between the winners and the losers, and how it’s all going to be played out as well...oh, I just can’t wait and see how this is all going to be played out...I just can’t wait,” She said with glee, as she grew more and more excited at the idea that it’s all going down in a little bit for the competition, and that she’s going to be the one that comes out on top from all of this as well. 

“Please, Sun-ray. Save us from this darkness” the “Black Liger” was praying on the fact, that Ed was the only one that could save everybody.

***

Downward in the Temple, was the dungeon, where the “Empyrean” heroes are trapped, and now, our hoping on Ed, that he could save them, whatever he does to do it.

“Our Edward. So he’s that “White Dragon” thing that everyone was talking about. I’ve never would’ve thought that our Edward has such incredible power.” Diana was amazed that their Edward, is the “sacred” one that could save everyone, if he knew all about his power.

“Who would’ve thought that it was Ed this whole time? Even when Minerva and Owen were the ones who could get away from this. Don’t you think that they have some special connection between those two love-birds?” Evan wanted to state it.

“Yeah. Like you and Ariel,” Diana smiled, as Evan responded the same way.

“This is my fault. If I’ve never would’ve worn those vicious items, none of this would’ve never happened. Now my little sister is dead, and we don’t know what will happen to Ed. I never even got to see her again, after they transported me somewhere else.” Ariel completely blamed herself, for all the trouble that she claims she caused, and now this is on her debt for all of this.” I just hope for the best, that he’ll be able to save what’s left of my home planet. Ariel felt very devastated upon that everything was her fault, and there’s really nothing that she can do, to stop it.

“Seriously stop blaming yourself. It ain’t like you actually thought that the items were evil. Look, I’m sure that Ed will be able to stop her. Knowing him, he’s the “Sacred Dragon Phoenix” now. There’s no possible way that “Seraphim’s” will stop him from saving us all.” Evan had to get some confidence back into her life, so she won’t completely think that this was all her fault for this.

“That I’m still having these problems, and there’s nothing in particular that I can do anything about it Evan...try to understand that baby,” Ariel then departed back to her bedspread, and she just kept crying. Assuming that this was still all her faults, and that there’s nothing she can do to fix it.

“(Sigh) she really needs to stop blaming herself, and have more faith in Ed, if were to get out from the clutches of this rectred “Seraphim’s” which I’ve failed to kill, and that phony Ken Slayer that nearly did me in.” Evan clenched his fist that this wasn’t what he expects. Neither one of them did.

“I hope Ed’s doing alright. That and whoever are the ones that are helping him through this rectred tournament that she just had to issue...,” Diana then had a strange feeling coming down her spine. Like some kind of Dragon Phoenix bird, and this unknown power, were clashing together, and then there was nothing but a tremendous display of power, being sought out, in her mind.

“(Am I going crazy, or did I see, was a vision?)” Diana was crept out, that she might be hallucinating.

***

Even more downward towards the castle temple, were the “Empyrean” Sages that were locked in crystal seals, that binded those, for quite some time now.

“Argh! I can’t take any more of this! We’ve been locked up in here, for a long time. This is insane, if we’re going to be stuck here, for this long!” Heracles kept pounding on the crystal glass, as he was really mad as ever, just trying to get out from the glass that has him contained.

“Heracles...Heracles...Heracles!! Stop! That’s enough!” Tammy telling him to calm down.

“You’ve tried that for the fourth time. Don’t you think that it’s going to work? You haven’t even dented it, one bit.” Theseus saying it to him, like this is getting ridiculous.

“Well, we just can’t stand around here and just lye here like rats. Especially if Devi and Alpheus could find a way to get out of here. And find our Sun-ray friend, before were to be screwed over by the forces of darkness that continue to confine over us,” Heracles was really upset, as he really doesn’t know what to think of this of situation, that there in and how are they going to get out of this.

“I know this maybe hard, but believe it or not, was going to have to put our trust in the Sun-Ray Ed, here. He’s the only one who can save us all. And if you can see it in your eye here, that resisting won’t help, it would tell you to be more patient, and just wait our chances out here. Please,” Tammy begged for the Rock Sage to calm down.

“(Sigh) Very well...I shall calm down,” Heracles went exactly above what Tammy said to him, but there was still some uneasiness towards this situation, as they still don’t know exactly know what to do of this.

“I just don’t ‘understand. I know that the sun-rays were gifted with great and unknown powers, but this wasn’t like, that I’ve never known of the likes of. And that power belongs to Ed. The Sun-ray. That’s insane...,” Theseus thought to himself, as their impress that Ed has come this far, and still has so much to accomplish.

***

Meanwhile, back at the forest, the team continues to train. Preparing themselves for the worst that is yet to come, on whatever it was going to be.”

“...,” Aeolus was quiet, as he was meditating and concentrating on his energy. Like he knows that he’s got a lot riding on this and he can’t afford to mess things up. “{I barely got away defeating my brother during the swords play fight...Now...,}” Aeolus thought about the Sugoi he’d faced as well. “{There’s another strong Sugoi that I have to face as well...and defeat him as well...}” Aeolus said, as he was meditating still.

“(I’d got to get stronger. Much, much stronger. I can’t lose! I can’t lose!)” Mikey kept thinking inside of his mind, as he was throwing down every last move that he could think of and try to defeat his enemy as well. He was so mad and angry that he’s always referred to as the butt of the joke and nobody takes him seriously enough as he is, “{I’d been nothing but a complete and utter joke for a long, long time. But now, it’s no longer going to be the case. Now I’m going to use my vivid imagination and conduct some of the strongest spells ever...just like Minerva,}” Mikey kept thinking hard inside of his mind. He didn’t want to look like a loser and continue to be laughed as well, “{I’d got to prove to Flora that I’m strong enough and that I can handle anything that comes my way. She even made herself look tough in front of the enemy as well,}” Mikey kept on being angry, as he couldn’t stand being the laughing stock, “{...I have to get stronger! I have to get even stronger than ever!}” Mikey kept thinking hard inside of his mind. The vivid imagination of the spell he was trying to summon was growing more vivid and real the more he kept thinking about it. He was more than determined to defeat his enemies and make sure that he would win the day. Especially against his foes and impress Flora.

“Hmmm...,” Minerva saw the progress that Mikey was making and she was starting to smile. Thinking that Mikey was doing all that he can to prove himself worthy on being part of the team. She couldn’t help but keep smiling for she can see that Mikey wants to be relevant and worthwhile on the team, “{Mikey is doing all that he can to become stronger. I can read it well within his mind. He’s real, real determined that’s for certain,}” Minerva notices that he’s serious about what he’s doing. She couldn’t help but smile for the young man.

“Ha!! Ha!! Ha!!” Anna kept on swinging her fist around, as she was more than determined to show herself better, “{I’d got to get stronger and faster. Otherwise I won’t be able to be at her level, that’s for certain,}” Anna said, as he kept on swinging her fist around.

“...,” Flora was growing plants around her body and she was doing martial arts moves at the same time. She was having a fun time with what she’s doing.

“These kids...,” Owen was impressed to see that the rookies were training to get stronger. Owen noticed that Hercle was picking something heavy and tried to run fast with it, “They’ll be something if they keep this up.” Owen said.  

“Hold up guys...,” Artume said, as she was picking up something.

“What’s going on?” Anna asked.

“Oh great. Its stranger and somewhat pretty strong energies here. And worse is that there’s a whole bunch of them at stake. Coming at us, like swarm rats.” Artume predicting more and more of these strange beings coming right at them.

“Why worry. All their doing is leading themselves to certain beating, if they think that they could actually handle against us at all, “Hercle felted a little bit cocky, as he was ready to pound the heck out of these clouds, and make the image of the team, look even better.

“Okay Hercle...Let’s not get too cocky. Who knows what kind of energy that they could be hiding out on us?” Aeolus then took out his sword, and put quite a bit of focus into it, as he really didn’t like what he was feeling like messing with this mysterious force.

“It’s been awhile since we could afford ourselves, a nice challenge. I hope they’re as good, as the energy is transmitting towards them. But then again. I wonder.” Flora had her plants out, ready for whatever comes their way. Through some kind of route their taking on through.

“Humph. Let them come.” Anna had out her very own gloves, as she was ready to punch the mess out them, for even trying to take them.

“Hey? Where’s Owen and Minerva?” Mikey asked.

“They’re out into the deeper parts of the woods.” Aeolus remembering where they were.

“Stay sharp. Here they come.” The team could feel something beyond their gut, as the intensity of the silence, became too much for some people of the team.

“Behind you!!” Artume yelled, as she pulled out one of her more accurate guns, and then fired from the assassin from behind.

“That was close. Thanks Artume.” Mikey was scared.

“Argh...who the heck is you guys?”, Anna didn’t like what she was feeling from these guys. This was something very foul...Something that they’ve never even encountered before.

“We know that you’re hiding two escapes and that of the Sun-ray as well. What we came here for, is to crash a certain ritual, and give ourselves, the home-turf advantage,” The leader of the group, which appears that she’s something very significant towards the “Shadow Assassins” and she’s the deadliest of them all. That and she’s a “Children of Grimoire” as well.

“Hey?! Who the heck are you? And why do want to do with Ed?” Mikey got mad real fast, as he really didn’t like the auras that she’s transmitting towards them. Mikey stepped up front, as he wanted to look brave, and take them on, so that he can showcase his skills right at them. 

“...that idiot...,” Aeolus knew what was going on, he’d just sat back and waited to see what happened.

“Mikey! Stay away from her. She’s...” right before Anna could finish, Mikey was being controlled by some dark, collective evil of power, and it jerked him back real hard, next towards a nearby tree.

“Ack!” Mikey coughed out some blood, as he was hit pretty hard. He was feeling the pain from the hit and he didn't know what to do next.

“Mikey! Hey what did you do to him!?” Anna was pissed, that no one messes with her family.

“I’m fine...really.” Mikey was getting up as he was feeling the pain of the attack that was done on him.

“...,” Aeolus glared at the enemy. As he was keeping his eye on them. He kept his blade next to him, as he was getting ready to strike at any time.

“{These guys mean serious business...but that doesn't matter. We’d got hold them off so that we can protect Ed... We’ll make sure that he's safe from anyone that tries to harm him,}” Anna said, as he was in position to attack.

“Well, there’s seemed to be some fire inside of this girl. I seemed to have some competition here, after all. But allow to introducing myself. The name’s...” Artume then butted in, as she knows definitely what she is.

“ She’s one of the “Children of Grimoire”; an ancient terrorist organization that was resurrected by fiendish man Hallde and now serve him as the new high class members that served him long before Hallde even exists.” Artume basically summed it up and the team still didn’t feel any more comfortable.

“Oh crap...double crap...” Mikey was scared now.

“(I heard of these guys. But what’re they doing here though?)” Hercle thought inside of his mind.

“ Very good. But not all exactly. The name’s Helena, aka. Hellzone; masters of the shadows. As long as there is a trace of the dark shadow that over anywhere around the field, I can manipulate it, to the excess extent, thus creating my wonderful “Shadow Assassins”. Helena then summoned her pets of the shadows, as they assert themselves towards the field, and now were ready to rumble with Ed’s team, with some
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