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As the many landing craft carrying the men of Company A, from the 116 th Infantry Regiment, slogged their way toward their objective on Omaha Beach on the early morning of June 6, 1944, the well-laid plans of the military command were already unraveling in the face of an assault that had hardly even begun. The men of Company A, like all of the other men who were to come ashore on Omaha Beach that day, had been told that the German defenses on the Beach would be eliminated by both a heavy aerial and a precise and effective naval bombardment. In fact, to say that the aerial bombardment had been inaccurate in that it had no impact on the invasion would be more than an understatement. The supposedly precise naval fire had not done its job in the time that it had been allocated.' As a result, the men of Company A came ashore under some of the most withering enemy fire of the entire D-Day operation. Within moments, the Company had suffered 66% casualties.

While the decimation of Company A was extreme, even for the horror of Omaha Beach, it reflected the situation that befell many of the men who waded ashore that day. Why had the men come ashore under the false pretext that they would be facing little to no enemy resistance on the beaches? What had gone wrong to produce such high casualties amongst the assaulting Infantry? This book seeks to explain what happened on the morning of June 6, 1944, during the initial assault on a small strip of sand, code-named Omaha Beach, along the Normandy coastline. Many current authors have described the tragedy of the assault on Omaha Beach. Yet, few have attempted to explain why it was that the Americans suffered such grievous casualties, not at the hands of elite German troop resistance, but, in fact, at the hands of assault plans that were too rigid and too unbending in the face of challenges made by the weather and by the fact that the assault itself did not proceed as had been planned. The assault on Omaha Beach was a seemingly endless stream of mishaps and errors that were due to the rigidity of the schedule and also to conditions that had changed completely since the assault was planned.
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The Beach And The Raid
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Omaha Beach was the code name for the 7500 yards of sand that were to be assaulted in the early hours of June 6, I944. It was a beach that was backed by what are described as "sheer cliffs" in some places.' Where there were not sheer cliffs, there were areas where the terrain ascended steeply up to 100 feet in a short distance from the Beach. There were few natural exits off the Beach, and those that did exist were blocked by the German defenders with concrete walls and anti-tank ditches. Any assaulting force would be hard-pressed to find an easy exit from Omaha Beach, not only because of German defenses but also because of geographical features that made exiting the Beach treacherous even under "normal" conditions. Since December 1943, the German soldiers under the direct command of Field Marshal Erwin Rommel had increased their efforts to make the French coastline defensible against an inevitable Allied assault, but only since the early Spring of I944 were their efforts truly increased. Rommel, the Commander who had suffered grievously at the hands of Allied airpower in North Africa, fully understood the Allies' potential for the inevitable invasion. He knew that it was up to him to strengthen Hitler's Atlantic Wall to the point where it could be utilized to resist the invasion at its weakest state—when the men were wading ashore. Rommel believed that if the Germans could throw the enemy back into the sea, "it would be a long time before they
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