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Introduction

Diwali is a special festival celebrated by millions of people around the world. It is often called the Festival of Lights because homes, streets, and special places are decorated with beautiful diyas, lanterns, and colorful lights. Diwali is a time for families and friends to come together, share delicious food, exchange gifts, enjoy decorations, pray, and celebrate the victory of light over darkness and good over evil. 

In this story, you will meet Rohan, a curious little boy experiencing Diwali for the very first time. Through his exciting adventure, you will discover some wonderful Diwali traditions and learn why this celebration is so meaningful.
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Chapter 1: The Curious Boy
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Rohan was a three-year-old boy who lived with his parents in a friendly neighborhood called Edison. He loved learning new things and asking questions about almost everything he saw, from birds in the sky and buses on the street to the spices in his mother’s kitchen and the stories his father told before bedtime.

As the days passed, Rohan began hearing a word that seemed to appear everywhere around him: Diwali. His parents mentioned it while talking at home, and he heard neighbors discussing plans outside their houses. 

Even some of the children he played with were talking about what they would do for the special celebration.

Rohan had heard the word before, but it had never meant much to him. Diwali had taken place in previous years, and the neighborhood had looked different with decorations, lights, flowers, and families visiting one another. 

He was too young then to understand why everyone seemed so excited, so he had simply enjoyed watching the colors and eating whatever tasty treats appeared on the table.

This time was different. Rohan was older, and his curiosity had become stronger. Whenever he heard someone mention Diwali, he wanted to know what the word meant and why people were making so many plans. He began paying closer attention whenever adults talked about the celebration.

While playing with a small toy car near the living room, Rohan heard his parents talking about Diwali. His mother was making a list of things the family needed, while his father was talking about decorations and visiting relatives.

“Diwali is almost here,” his mother said. “We have quite a lot to prepare.”

Rohan stopped playing for a moment. He looked at the toy car in his hand, then toward his parents. The word had caught his attention again, and this time he wanted an answer.

Later, when Rohan went outside with his parents, he heard two neighbors talking about sweets and decorations. One neighbor mentioned diyas, while another talked about making rangoli near the entrance of the house.

Rohan listened carefully. “What are diyas?” he wondered. “And what is rangoli?”

The questions began piling up inside his head. He wanted to understand everything.

When he met some of his friends, the mystery became even bigger. They were talking about new clothes, family visits, sweets, and the exciting things they expected to do during Diwali.

“My family is getting special clothes,” one friend said.

“We are making rangoli,” another child replied.

“We will have lots of sweets!” another added.

Rohan listened to every word. He knew his friends were excited, but he still did not understand what made Diwali so important. After hearing so many conversations, he decided that waiting for an answer was no longer enough.

When he got home, he found his parents together. Rohan walked over and stood beside them with a serious question ready in his mind.

“Mom, Dad, what is Divali?”

His father smiled at the funny spelling Rohan had given the word. “Do you mean Diwali?”

“Yes! Divali,” Rohan replied, trying the word again.

His mother sat beside him and explained that the correct name was Diwali. She told him that Diwali is known as the Festival of Lights and is a special celebration for many Hindu families around the world.

Rohan listened with great interest. “Why do people celebrate it?”

His father explained that Diwali is connected with the victory of good over evil and light over darkness. It is a time when people remember the importance of goodness, hope, kindness, and doing what is right.

Rohan thought about that for a moment. “So the lights have a meaning?”

“They do,” his mother said. “The diyas and other lights remind people of light and goodness. Families also use Diwali as a time to come together, give thanks, pray, share food, visit loved ones, and spread happiness.”

Rohan’s questions did not stop there. He wanted to know why people cleaned their homes, why they made colorful patterns, why children wore new clothes, and why everyone seemed to prepare so many sweets.

His mother explained that cleaning the home is an important part of getting ready for the festival. Families decorate their homes with flowers, lights, lanterns, and rangoli. Rangoli is made with colorful powders or other materials and can form beautiful patterns near the entrance.

His father told him that families may also prepare special meals and sweets, exchange gifts, visit relatives and friends, and take part in prayers. Some families enjoy fireworks too, with adults making sure children stay safe.

Rohan listened to each explanation with growing excitement. There was so much to discover that he wished Diwali would arrive right away.

“When is Diwali?” he asked.

His mother told him that the date changes each year because it follows the Hindu lunar calendar. She explained that the festival is usually celebrated around October or November.

Rohan looked toward the decorations and supplies that had already started appearing around the house. Suddenly, the things he had noticed in previous years made sense.

He remembered seeing little clay lamps around homes. He remembered colorful designs near doorways. He remembered plates of sweets being passed from one person to another. Now he understood that all those things were part of Diwali.

“So I get to celebrate it this time?” Rohan asked.

“Of course,” his father replied. “You are old enough to take part, help with preparations, learn the traditions, and enjoy the celebration with us.”

Rohan could hardly contain his excitement. He wanted to help with everything. He wanted to make rangoli, see the diyas, taste the sweets, wear special clothes, visit neighbors, and learn more about the festival.

He also liked the idea of sharing Diwali with his friends. If they were already excited, he knew there would be many wonderful things to discover together.

That night, Rohan talked about Diwali again and again. His parents answered his questions and promised that they would show him how their family celebrated the special day.

For Rohan, Diwali was no longer a word he heard without understanding. It had become a celebration he could finally discover for himself.
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Chapter 2: The Preparations
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Rohan was still thinking about Diwali when his parents told him there was less than twenty-four hours before the celebration. His excitement grew even stronger when his mother explained that there was plenty of work to do before everything would be ready.

He wanted to help with every part of it. He remembered what his parents had told him about the Festival of Lights, and now he finally had a chance to see how all those preparations happened.

The first task was cleaning the house. Rohan followed his parents from room to room, helping wherever he could. His mother organized shelves and cupboards while his father cleaned doors, windows, tables, and other parts of the house.

Rohan had his own small cloth and was given simple jobs that were safe for him. He wiped a few low surfaces, helped gather small things that were out of place, and put his toys into their proper boxes.

“Am I helping enough?” Rohan asked.

“You certainly are,” his mother replied. “Every little bit helps us get ready.”

The young boy took the job very seriously. Whenever he finished one task, he asked what needed to be done next. His parents showed him how to keep decorations together, where to place supplies, and how to make sure nothing important was forgotten.

Once the rooms were neat, attention turned toward the entrance. This was one of Rohan’s favorite parts because his mother had prepared colorful powders for making rangoli.

She explained that rangoli designs can welcome guests and add beauty to a home during Diwali. Some families create simple patterns, while others make large designs with many shapes and colors.

Rohan sat beside his mother and watched her create the first part of their design. She showed him how to place the colors in small sections without mixing them together.

“Can I do this part?” he asked.

“You can help with this section,” she said.

Rohan carefully added color to the pattern. He concentrated on keeping each color inside its proper space. When a little powder landed outside the design, his mother showed him how to fix it without worrying about the mistake.

Together, they created a rangoli with flowers, circles, small lamps, and colorful shapes. Rohan felt proud to know that he had helped make something that would welcome family members and visitors.

After the rangoli was ready, the family began working on other decorations. Bright lanterns were placed around the house, and strings of lights were arranged near windows and along selected walls.

Flower garlands were prepared for the entrance and other special areas. Rohan helped his father arrange some decorations at a height he could reach safely. He learned that every item had a purpose and that decorating was one way families made their homes ready for a special celebration.

The prayer area received special attention too. Rohan watched his parents organize the space and place the items they would need for their Diwali prayers.

His mother explained why they kept
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