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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

For braiding and weaving, leather is a fantastic material to use. It is soft and flexible, and it can be readily cut into different numbers of strands using the same techniques that I explain in my How to Make Leather Fringe Instructable. It is also a great material for making fringe. 

 

However, although standard three-strand leather braids have a very distinct, and perhaps a little kitschy aesthetic, the fundamental methods you learn in the process of making braids serve as the framework for far more complicated and intriguing woven and braided leather creations. 

 

In this Instructable, I'll show you a few of my favorite braid styles to give you a sense of the variety of options available when it comes to using leather braids. If you're searching for more excellent beginner leather training, go no further. 




CHAPTER 2 

HOW TO MAKE LEATHER 

BRAIDING 

Step 1: Obtaining the Necessary Tools and Materials 

 

cutting tool (such as an x-acto knife) 

 

lace made of leather 

 

ruler made of transparent plastic and metal 

 

awl 

a mat for cutting 

 

scissors with a lot of edge 

 

For a circular braid, a rope cord core is used. 

 

thick waxed thread is used for sewing. 

sewing chisels are chisels that are used for stitching. 

 

punching with a rotating motion 

 

The poundo board is made of quartz slabs. 

double-sided tape is a type of adhesive that has two sides. 

 

needles made of leather 

 

Binder clips, pins, or 

thumbtacks, as well as a surface to pin into to keep your leather in place during braiding are required. 

 

Step 2: Braid a standard three-strand braid 

One of the quickest and most straightforward methods for creating leather braids is to begin by cutting fringe strips with one of the techniques described in my How to Make Leather Fringe Instructable, and then braiding the pieces 

together. Because the individual strips are already linked on one end of the braid, this is a convenient method of creating a braid because it eliminates the necessity of using another finishing method to hold the strips in place on the other end of the braid. 

 

Create the basic three-strand braid this way by determining how long and wide you want your braid to be. Braiding will take up a portion of the length of your leather, so keep that in mind while planning your design. In most cases, braiding generates a length loss of around 1/4 inch, depending on the thickness of the leather and the width of the strips used. So, if you want a braid that is 9 inches long, you must begin by cutting strips that are around 12 inches long. 

 

As well as width shrinkage, braiding produces width 

shrinkage that varies depending on the thickness of the leather used, but a braid like the one I'm creating shrinks to around 1/4" in width on average. 

 

To create the basic braid, start by cutting a three-stranded fringe and then figuring out a way to hold the top end in place so you can braid more 

effortlessly. A binder clip with the handles looped around anything is a technique I like to utilize. 

 

Make your braid in the same manner that you would a regular braid, by alternating sides and taking a strip from the outer and crossing it over into the center. Make certain that your strips are never turned upside down; the grain side should always be facing up. 

 

Step 3: Braid with three strands of yarn 

The three-strand trick braid seems to be a standard braid, but it is closed at both ends, making it appear impossible in a fascinating way. It also 

eliminates the need to figure out how to complete either end. Braids like these are great to have in your toolbox, especially for making tiny accessories such as bracelets or earrings. 

In order to create this braid, begin by cutting three strands from a piece of leather in the same manner that you did for the three strand braid, but leave them linked at both ends. Use a hole punch at the beginning of each cut, especially if you're working with thick or stiff leather. This will let the cuts cross over one other more easily. 

 

To braid your strands, begin by pulling the center of the right hand strip over and under the center strip and under the left hand strip all the way to the left side of the braiding board. You've essentially constructed the beginning of a braid; but, because the bottom of the strands are joined, they are also crossed, and you must untangle them before continuing. 

 

For this, take the bottom right hand corner of the leather and fold it up before threading it between the two strands that are now furthest to the right on the leather. 

 

Completely pull it through and rotate it so the grain side is facing up once more, if 

necessary. You will have produced something that appears to be a little haphazard, with a lot of twists in the strands of hair. Don't get too worked up over it. 

 

Fold the bottom right corner of the leather up once more and thread it through the area between the far left and center strands, as shown in the illustration below. 

 

Again, you will wind up with something that appears to be a complete mess, but there is order behind the turmoil, I guarantee it. 



























































