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​Guess what this is?
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You are correct if you say that the picture above is a worm. However, take a closer look. Can you see the letter S?

Let me reveal it to you!
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It was actually a letter from the Almagicia kingdom. This long-forgotten land contains many interesting secrets to help you become smarter and more creative.
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Have a pen and paper ready, read the story, and draw according to the instructions. You will be surprised when your genius brain is awakened after practicing Almagician drawing!
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​Smart the Worm
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Do you think you're smart?

The worm family in Almagicia always thought they were not intelligent.

They believe that being a worm, they can only crawl on the ground, and it will be difficult for them to travel as far as other species. Even so, Smart the worm still wishes that one day he would be smarter.
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Once, during a walk, Smart saw an ant. He was surprised because the ant was so small, but he was able to confidently carry a leaf that was many times over his size.
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“Hey, ant,” Smart asked. “Why are you so confident? Are you not afraid of breaking your neck when you carry so much weight?”

"Ah, don't worry," replied the ant. “Us ants are born with super strong necks. And I see that you worms also have an amazing talent!”
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"Really?" Smart exclaimed. “No way, us worms  are soft and slow too.”

“Don't say that. Have you ever fallen?"

“Err... not yet.”

“As for us, because we climb a lot, sometimes it hurts to fall.”

Smart suddenly realized something. Every time he tried to fall forward, he couldn’t do it. Even when he fell to the ground, he did not feel any pain at all.
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The ant said, "So that's your talent!"

“My talent?”  asked Smart.

“My grandmother said that God is very fair. He endowed each species with a unique talent. We will be very successful if we know how to use it.”

“So, what are my talents?”

"Being a worm, you'll never stumble, so don't be afraid!"  Smart felt hopeful. "Great, what's your name?"

"My name is Strong," replied the ant.

“The ant colony is over there. Why are you going that way?”

“Ah, I just saved a giant cockroach. I'm bringing back leaves to make food for him to recover. Which is strange, his name is Lucky, but he has always had bad luck."

Hearing that, Smart was surprised again. Strong is so small, yet he can save a giant cockroach? Smart was curious, but because it was getting dark, he had to part ways with Strong.

When he got home, he happily brought the lesson he had learned back to the worms. However, no one believed him, and they even told him off.

"What kind of talent do you have as a worm?" said a giant worm. "Focus on plowing the ground instead!"

"As a worm, what great things can you achieve?" said a fat worm. “Focus on finding food every day instead.”

Hearing everyone say that made Smart very sad. However, Strong’s words gave him strength: Being a worm, you'll never fall, so don't be afraid!
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Thinking so, Smart is determined to study hard. He may be inferior to other species in terms of his size, but he is determined not to let his mind be inferior to them.

With that strong conviction, he passed all the most difficult exams in school. It wasn't long before Smart became a wise man in Almagicia. He's so popular that when someone is perceived as smart, people call them a 'bookworm', which was Smart’s nickname as a child.
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Throughout his life, Smart helped people find their talents to be more confident in themselves. A lesson that Smart always passed to his descendants is this:

Each of us has our unique gifts and talents. We are intelligent in different ways. Do not compare yourself to others to lose faith in yourself. Try to be a little better today than yesterday; sooner or later, you will succeed in your own way!
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​Clever the Parrot
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Have you ever wanted to be different?

That is the wish of Clever the parrot since his birth. The parrot has a special ability, that is, to be able to imitate people's speech perfectly.

It's nice to have someone talking like you, isn't it? But do you know how annoying it would be if two parrots started a conversation?

They will have a never-ending conversation.

“Good morning...” said parrot number one.

“Good morning...” said parrot number two.

“Good morning...” parrot number one said again.

Like that, they can say hello all day and all night and keep going. It’s in their genes to mimic.

It is also lucky for two parrots to talk to each other forever because when one falls from exhaustion, the other will take it away to the hospital.

Imagine waking up in the morning, a parrot looks in the mirror and accidentally utters a sentence. He will mutter to himself to the point of collapsing in the bathroom.
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Clever wants to change this. He asked everyone in the parrot family, but there was no answer. In fact, you can imagine how the conversation went.
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One day, Clever got a sore throat, which was the best time of his life. Because of this, he was temporarily unable to imitate anyone!

It was a rare feeling of happiness he had been waiting for all these years. However, when this voice got better, he was disappointed again, and just as the saying goes:

What does not kill me makes me stronger.

As Clever's throat recovered, his instinct to imitate was stronger than before.
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Later, Clever heard about Smart. He traveled for a month to find this wise man, hoping to get the answer.
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When Smart the worm saw Clever the parrot, he folded the book in his hand and said, "Hello!"

“Hello,” Clever immediately imitated.

"May I help you?" Smart asked.

"May I help you?" Clever said, tears welling up in his eyes, he wished Smart could understand his heart.
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Smart looked surprised. He put the book on the table and did not forget to smile at Clever. Then Smart took a piece of paper and wrote: Write down your problem.
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Clever was amazed.

It was the first time in his life that someone had talked to him that he didn't imitate right away. Just like that, the two of them exchanged all night in silence through paper and pen.

Thanks to that, Clever understood that this habit of imitation was not really due to God. It's because he had lived for so long in an environment where everyone did that, and it gradually became a habit that was hard to break.

To help Clever break the habit, Smart asked Clever to stay in his garden. After a while of using pen-and-paper to exchange ideas, Clever indeed broke the habit of imitating.

Now he can control his voice and freely express all his ideas. Clever felt so happy that he decided to stay in the garden of Smart for a while longer.
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Unexpectedly, Clever then met the person of his dreams. A pretty parrot also went to Smart to solve her problem.

They lived happily on a tree branch under an elephant family’s windowsill.

“We are all born different, don't try to imitate others. Keep believing in yourself! Be yourself!"

That's what Clever always told his children and grandchildren.

[image: image]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Beauty the Gecko
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What will you do when you look in the mirror and see acne?

Maybe you will panic and find ways to remove it. Beauty is different.

Beauty will be happy, as she is the top 'acne make-up' expert in Almagicia. It was her childhood dream.

If you were born into the gecko family, you would find it obvious to have acne-prone skin. Flawless shiny skin is the problem.

Unfortunately, that's what happened to Beauty.
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On the day she was born...

“Oh my god!” Daddy gecko screams. "Mom, come here and see!"

Mother gecko ran towards the room. When she saw her son, she almost fainted.

The whole village of geckos at that time also gathered to see the new gecko baby coming out of the shell. She has the smoothest skin in the history of geckos.
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Everyone shook their heads in disgust, somewhere whispering, prophesying the fate of the little girl, as well as the future of the whole village.

"We're cursed. Let's pack up and leave."

"Oh god of acne, please help the poor girl!"

[image: image]

Only the village elder smiled. “Everyone stay calm. This is a once-in-a-lifetime phenomenon. This little girl will definitely make a difference to our remote village.”[image: image]
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Thanks to the village elder's assurance, the girl was named Beauty, and she could enjoy the same rights as a resident of the gecko family. However, Beauty grew up miserable.

When she went to school, she always met the piercing gaze of her friends. She simply wished that one
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