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PEOPLE always ask me: Why Morocco?

My answer usually starts with the food. The first bite of a slow-cooked tajine. The swirl of harira soup, spiced with cinnamon. The crunch of a honey-soaked almond briouat from a street vendor who insists: “Try it! It’s the best in Morocco!”

And it is. It always is.

But it’s not just about the food. It’s about the way Morocco weaves hospitality into every dish, every table, every encounter. How strangers press cups of mint tea into your hands, sweet enough to make your teeth ache, and invite you to sit, to linger, to talk. It’s about the rhythm of conversation, punctuated by the clink of spoons on tiny glass cups, and the warmth of shared meals that turn travelers into friends. It’s about slowing down and taking in these moments.

In the Gnawa music rooted in the vast Sahara, under a billion and one stars, I hear Morocco’s spirit pulsing through drums and castanets. I sense it in the art deco cafés, elegant bistros, and urban gardens of Casablanca, Rabat, and Tangier, where old traditions give way to modern Moroccan life. And I feel this spirit perhaps more profoundly while hiking through the breathtaking landscapes of the Rif, Middle Atlas, High Atlas, and Anti-Atlas mountain ranges—happening upon rural Amazigh villages, where Indigenous tribal languages of Morocco are proudly spoken and a hearty, heartfelt laugh is always close at hand.

In the labyrinthine alleys of the ancient cities of Marrakesh and Fez, artisans hammer brass and spin pottery as they have for centuries. One minute, you’re lost in a souk trying to find your riad; the next, you’re seated on a rooftop terrace, feasting as the sun turns minarets to dusky golden hues and the sunset call to prayer echoes all around.

This book is my attempt to share the Morocco I’ve come to know—a place where meals are more than food; they’re invitations. Where the stories and history surround you, but modern creativity surges in galleries, music, and cuisine. Where contrasts collide and somehow create something harmonious and entirely unique.
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TOP 10 EXPERIENCES Morocco
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[image: image] Celebrating on the Jemaa el-Fnaa, Marrakesh’s largest plaza—a must if you want to truly feel the pulse of this magical land. Every night is a celebration.
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[image: image] Haggling in one of Morocco’s famous souks, or markets, where navigating the hard-nosed bartering and opaque pricing structure is a rite of passage.



[image: image]
[image: image] Wandering aimlessly through the medinas of Fez and Chefchaouen, famous for their incomprehensibility. Embrace it. It’s all part of the experience.
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[image: image] Sipping mint tea, the national beverage of Morocco, part of every greeting, every meal, and seemingly every business transaction.
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[image: image] Getting active on the beaches of Essaouira and Taghazoute, year-round destinations for windsurfing, kitesurfing, and surfing.
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[image: image] Spending the night in a riad, a traditional Moroccan house where hosting a guest, seeing to every need, and going above and beyond expectations is something of a national tradition.
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[image: image] Immersing yourself in Morocco’s rich Islamic history, from waking to the sound of the muezzin calling the faithful to prayer before sunrise, to visiting the spectacular Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca.
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[image: image] Exploring spectacular Roman ruins, from the crumbling remnants of Volubilis near Meknes to the less visited Lixus outside Larache.
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[image: image] Sleeping out under the stars in the Sahara at the magnificent sand dunes of Erg Chigaga or Erg Chebbi.
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[image: image] Relaxing in a Moroccan hammam, a full-body pampering experience, with steam rooms, exfoliation, and essential oils.





PLANNING YOUR TRIP




WHERE TO GO




Casablanca and Rabat


Casablanca is Morocco’s largest city, with art deco colonial-era buildings and a vibe that is distinctly all business. This cosmopolitan melting pot gives way to the very charming capital city of Rabat to the north.




Marrakesh and the High Atlas


With world-class dining, shopping, and nightlife, along with the more traditional experiences of the Moroccan hammam (bath), call to prayer, and confusing maze of souks, it’s easy to see why Marrakesh is one of the top vacation destinations in the world. Marrakesh is also a strategic location for travelers, with easy access to the nearby High Atlas, the coastal cities of Agadir and Essaouira, and the vast Sahara.
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Bahia Palace in Marrakesh



Fez and the Middle Atlas


The old medina of Fez is considered the world’s largest existing medieval city and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Spending a few days getting lost in its twisting passageways is a rite of passage for any traveler to Morocco. The nearby city of Meknes provides a medina experience with less confusion, while Volubilis is one of the most well-preserved former Roman cities in all of Africa. The Middle Atlas mountains are stunning, particularly in spring, with opportunities for nature lovers to explore quaint villages, cedar forests, and babbling mountain rivers.




Chefchaouen and the Mediterranean Coast


The famous blue town of Chefchaouen is one of the most picturesque in all of Morocco, while the surrounding Rif mountains offer opportunities for rock climbing and trekking. The Mediterranean Coast hosts two Spanish exclaves in Morocco, Ceuta and Melilla, while the Moroccan Mediterranean coast is a popular destination in summer for vacationing Moroccan families.




Tangier and the North Atlantic Coast


The days of the Interzone, a period when Tangier was ruled by no one government, giving host to legions of spies and artists, still ripple around the nooks of the Zoco Chico and along the cafés dotting the boulevards of this up-and-coming port city. It’s a great gateway to a more relaxed stretch of secluded beaches and tranquil fishing ports along Morocco’s northern Atlantic coastline, the stunning Roman ruins of Lixus, and the artsy coastal town of Asilah.
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Essaouira and the Southern Atlantic Coast


Essaouira and Taghazoute, along the South Atlantic Coast, have some of the country’s warmest and most surf-friendly beaches. This part of the coastline links numerous small fishing villages and surfer hangouts with off-piste wellness retreats and Agadir, a packaged-tour destination city. With so many beaches along this coastline it would be impossible to choose a favorite, though the famed natural rock archway of Legzira beach adds priceless charm. Inland, you can head into the Souss for a feel of a Morocco that is much less traveled, in small towns such as Tiznit, Taroudant, Tafraoute, and the distant saffron capital of Taliouine.




Sahara and the Southern Oases


Take in the movie studios of Ouarzazate, the Hollywood of Africa, before heading out to spend a night in the great sand sea of the Sahara at one of the two great sand dunes: Erg Chigaga or Erg Chebbi. See the stars as you have never seen them before, twinkling seemingly in VR, then travel back in time through valleys of lush date palms lined with ksour (walled villages) like Ait Ben Haddou and hike through the spectacular Dades and Todra Gorges.





If You Have . . .




ONE WEEK
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Head directly to Marrakesh. Spend 2-3 days wandering the souks and the famous Jemaa el-Fnaa. Venture over the mountains to Merzouga and spend a night in the Sahara camping under the stars. Overnight in Skoura Valley or in the Dades Gorge before crossing back toward Marrakesh.




TWO WEEKS
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Enjoy Marrakesh and the Sahara, and then make your way northwest from Merzouga to the Ziz Valley. Relax in a palm oasis before crossing the Middle Atlas to tour the medieval medina of Fez for 2-3 days, with a stop by the Roman ruins of Volubilis on your way to Rabat to end your tour.




THREE WEEKS
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Add a two-day excursion from Fez to Chefchaouen. Spend a day or two in the Rif mountains and then head for the former Interzone of Tangier and the Mediterranean. Make sure to pass through Asilah on your way. Take the Al-Boraq high-speed train down to Casablanca for a final night in Morocco before your flight back home.








WHEN TO GO


Morocco is a country with four distinct seasons, following other countries in the northern hemisphere, with summer lasting June-August, fall September-November, winter December-February, and spring March-May.



Spring


Spring is probably the best all-around time to visit, with temperatures typically around 15°C (58°F) at night and around 26°C (78°F) throughout the day. The mountain snows have cleared, valleys are in bloom, and the entire country north of the High Atlas seems to erupt in shades of green, while just beyond the tall peaks of the High Atlas Mountains, the not-too-distant Sahara is warming up for the summer. Drives through the Ziz Valley and along the “Road of 1,000 Kasbahs” offer views of stunning snowcapped peaks against lively palm fronds and ocher mudbrick kasbahs.




Summer


During the summer, temperatures soar inland, with cities like Marrakesh and Fez averaging 38°C (98°F) and many days well above 40°C (102°F), making travel difficult and unbearably hot. Weather-wise, this is the best time to be on the coasts. August is crowded, as many Europeans and Moroccans have the month for vacation. Moroccan families storm the Mediterranean beaches around Nador and Tetouan, as well as the North Atlantic Coast beaches of Essaouira and Larache, while Europeans flock to the packaged resort town of Agadir and other beaches along the South Atlantic Coast. The Sahara should be avoided during the summer, as travel is just too hot, with daytime highs often well over 45°C (113°F).
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Fall


Generally speaking, autumn is one of the better travel periods. Daytime temperatures are about perfect along the coast, averaging 16°C (60°F) to 27°C (80°F), and the water is generally warm throughout September. It’s a real possibility that you’ll have an entire beach to yourself this month. Toward the end of fall the Sahara becomes cooler, with October generally a busy month for much of Morocco as many Europeans have vacations. Weather-wise it is usually an excellent month for desert excursions. November is a slower travel month, so deals can sometimes be had for hotels, restaurants, and tours around this period; the weather is still cooler, though seasonal rains generally start in the north.




Winter


December is becoming a trendy time to visit Morocco, with many holiday-goers Christmas shopping in the medinas of Marrakesh and Fez, though temperatures can be surprisingly chilly, averaging 6°C (43°F) at night and 21°C (70°F) during the day. The first two weeks of December is a good shoulder season with fewer crowds and generally dry weather. January typically kicks off the short ski season in Oukaïmeden, though the rest of the country is quieter, with some hotels and restaurants closing down for the month. In some destinations farther out, roads are sometimes washed out during the heavy seasonal rains.
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Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca



Ramadan and Other Islamic Holidays


The busiest travel times for Moroccans, outside of the August vacation, revolve around the Islamic calendar, with the two largest holidays being the holy month of fasting, Ramadan, and the biggest holiday of the year, Eid al-Adha.

During the month of Ramadan, Moroccans are fasting throughout, from sunrise to sunset. Many businesses are closed, including restaurants, or have shortened opening hours. Traveling by public transport can be difficult, with many delays in service. The exact dates of Ramadan and other Muslim holidays are not known in Morocco until there is a sighting of the moon by religious officials that matches with Islamic scripture. Roughly speaking, Ramadan should fall between February 17 and March 18, 2026; February 7 and March 8, 2027; and January 27 and February 25, 2028. The end of Ramadan is marked by Eid al-Fitr, often called Eid es-Seghir, or the “little holiday.”

Eid al-Adha, often called plainly the “big holiday” or Eid al-Kabir, is easily the biggest holiday in Morocco. It is a three-day festival that occurs two moon cycles (about two months) after the end of Ramadan and is the biggest feast in the country, marking when Ibrahim (Abraham) was willing to sacrifice his son for God. Trains, public buses, and grands taxis are impossibly full directly before and after this festival. Most of the country shuts down for this holiday, much like Christmas in North America, so the week around Eid al-Adha is best avoided for travel.

For Muslim and non-Muslim travelers curious about Islam, visiting Morocco during Ramadan or any of the other religious holidays, even with all the requisite traveling hiccups and delays, can be a rewarding experience. Many mosques have all-night dikr, a kind of spiritual chanting done in a group, while many families will open their doors to entertain guests. Some of the liveliest nights in Morocco happen during Ramadan.






BEFORE YOU GO




Passports and Visas


UK, EU, Australian, New Zealand, Canadian, and US nationals need to present a valid passport upon entry. Your passport should be valid for at least six months from your planned date of departure from Morocco, though you will not need to present proof of return. Customs officials will stamp a valid 90-day tourist visa in your passport on arrival.

South African passport holders will need to obtain a visa before arriving and will be required to provide proof of return travel and funds to support their stay in Morocco. Contact the Moroccan embassy in South Africa for more information.

Israeli citizens are eligible to apply for a 30-day electronic visa.

For all nationalities, for stays of longer than 90 days, you will need to request a visa from the nearest Moroccan embassy or consulate in your home country. Travelers to Morocco often cross back into Europe, sometimes via the Spanish exclaves of Ceuta or Melilla when they are close to their 90-day limit, and then reenter the country with another 90-day visa. Students and employees traveling to the country for studies or work should be assisted by the Moroccan-based university, school, or employer through the visa process, which generally happens after you have entered the country on a 90-day tourist visa.




Reservations


For many excursions—whether an intimate cooking course, street food tour, artisan workshop, or multiday tour of the Sahara—you will want to reserve these experiences well in advance of your arrival. Most sites can be visited without reservations, with two exceptions: Majorelle Garden and the Yves Saint Laurent Museum. These are both in Marrakesh and you can easily purchase tickets online (tickets.jardinmajorelle.com).

Though typically you can purchase ferry, bus, and train tickets on the day of your travel, this isn’t always the case during periods of high demand, usually coinciding with local holidays. During these times, transport options can sell out. Travelers would do well to plan and purchase train, bus, and ferry tickets in advance.




Packing


Morocco is called a cold country with a hot sun. The cold is the most surprising element to travelers visiting Morocco for the first time. Pack clothing for colder temperatures, except during the summer months, and especially during the winter and if going to the desert or mountains. Both men and women should prioritize clothes that cover the thighs and shoulders. Light, flowy dresses work really well for much of Morocco in most seasons, while zip-off safari-style pants are practical. Don’t forget the swimsuit, not only for the beach and swimming pools, but for the local hammam (Moroccan bath) as well. Women won’t need to cover their hair while traveling except for touring the Hassan II Mosque. Many Moroccan women don’t wear scarves as in other Islamic countries. Keep in mind that Morocco is a very liberal country, and this applies to dress as well. Look into the benefits of merino wool shirts, socks, underwear, and even sweaters to reduce your packing load.


Learning a few words of Darija will go a long way in making your stay in Morocco much more enjoyable and, especially outside the major metropolitan areas, a little smoother:








	Hello
	assalaam ‘alaykoom



	Excuse me
	smahli



	Thank you
	shokran



	Where’s the restroom?
	feen ahwa toilet?



	How much is this?
	be sh-haal hada/hadi?



	Goodbye
	beslama
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buying treats in Asilah
All travelers should pack sun protection, such as a wide-brimmed hat, sunglasses, and waterproof SPF 100 or higher sunscreen (though this you can find at most pharmacies in Morocco), as well as light long-sleeved shirts and pants. Sun protection is particularly important if you are going to the desert or into the higher elevations in the mountain ranges.

A pair of earplugs or noise-canceling headphones, an eye mask, and a light scarf to use as a shade for bus, train, and grand taxi trips will make traveling through the country much more pleasant.

A filtered water bottle, such as those offered by Grayl and LifeStraw, should be at the top of every traveler’s packing list. Not only does this save money in the long run, but you can fill up your water anywhere and avoid plastic bottle usage and contamination.

Morocco runs on the European 220-volt system, with electronics having two round plugs. For those traveling from the United States, most electronics, such as laptops and battery chargers, require only a plug adapter and do not need a voltage regulator from 110 to 220, though check your device to be sure. A portable battery bank (as well as an extra charging cable) to recharge cell phones and other electronics can be a lifesaver.


If you’re planning to visit a hammam, come prepared with the following:


	bathing suit or underwear (keep in mind they might get stained if you have henna applied, or get stretched out from the steam)

	flip-flops or sandals

	a plastic or wood bucket

	a cup (traditionally this would be brass, but any cup will do)

	a towel

	a kis (scrubbing glove)

	savon bildi (black soap)

	rhassoul (clay soap)

	shampoo

	conditioner

	shower gel or soap bar

	a clean change of clothes




To maintain good health, part of your packing kit should be a portable toilet kit for public bathrooms. Include a roll of toilet paper, a small soap, hand sanitizer, and a light towel. Many public bathrooms in Morocco will be lacking these amenities. Wearing N95 masks in public transit or in the streets of Marrakesh and Casablanca can protect not only against virus transmission but also against inhaling particulate pollutants.






TRANSPORTATION


UK and EU travelers have a selection of direct flights with connections from most major European hubs to Agadir, Fez, Marrakesh, Rabat, and Tangier.

Most travelers from Australia, New Zealand, North America, and South Africa will arrive to the Mohammed V International Airport in Casablanca. Morocco’s national airline carrier, Royal Air Maroc, Air Canada, and United offer nonstop flights to and from North America, connecting Casablanca with New York, Philadelphia, Washington DC, Miami, Montreal, and Toronto, as well as Marrakesh to Newark. All other carriers in North America, as well as all flights from Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, stop in Europe or the Middle East. Travelers in Israel have direct flight options into Marrakesh and Casablanca.

There are a few nonstop in-country flights leaving Casablanca, including Agadir, Fez, Marrakesh, Ouarzazate, and Tangier, though most travelers use a combination of the easy-to-use intercity buses, trains, taxis, private transport, and car rentals to move around the country after their arrival.

From Spain and France, it is possible to enter the country by ferry to Tangier or the Spanish exclaves of Ceuta or Melilla, where you will then cross the land border into Morocco. Of these options, the quickest, easiest, and most practical is the 45-minute ferry that connects Tarifa, Spain, directly with Tangier.

Travel within the country is mostly accomplished by train, bus, and car. There are two primary train lines. The first line connects down the Atlantic Coast from Tangier to Casablanca and then turns inland to Marrakesh. The other follows a northeast trajectory from Casablanca to Fez and beyond toward Algeria. The Al-Boraq high-speed train connects Tangier with Rabat (about 1 hour) and Casablanca (about 2 hours).

Between cities not connected by train there are local and private buses, as well as grands taxis that connect cities and towns.

Renting a car provides more mobility for travelers. The roads in Morocco are generally in good condition, though night driving should be avoided due to poor lighting, aggressive drivers, and difficult-to-see herds of livestock and other animals.
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camel caravan in the Sahara
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TRIP IDEAS & ITINERARIES Morocco






BEST OF MOROCCO


See quintessential Morocco in two weeks, from the business capital of Casablanca to the great imperial cities of Marrakesh, Fez, Meknes, and Rabat. Travel deep into the calm oases of the Sahara, relax on the beaches along the Atlantic Coast, and walk through Roman history in Volubilis. This itinerary is best for those arriving directly to Casablanca.



Casablanca and Marrakesh




DAY 1


Arrive in the afternoon at the Mohammed V International Airport and take the train into Casablanca. Get cozy in a beachfront or boutique hotel. Treat yourself to a night out at one of the myriad five-star dining options and sleep off any jet lag.




DAY 2


In the morning, take a tour of the Hassan II Mosque before catching an afternoon train for Marrakesh. Check into a three-night stay in a restored riad in the old medina. Spend this night walking around the giant plaza Jemaa el-Fnaa, taking in the circus-like atmosphere complete with monkey handlers and snake charmers, and eat dinner back at your riad.




DAY 3


After breakfast and a fresh orange juice, tour the sights, including the Saadian Tombs, Bahia Palace, and Secret Garden. After some street eats for lunch, get lost in the souks. For dinner, experiment with Moroccan fusion cuisine in a restored, stylish riad like El Fenn.




DAY 4


Tour some of the famed gardens of Marrakesh, such as the Majorelle Garden, perhaps by horse-drawn carriage, and have lunch in the Ville Nouvelle, Marrakesh’s French protectorate-era neighborhood, on the hipster strip of Rue de la Liberté. Spend the afternoon exploring some of the shops and cafés, but be sure to purchase your bus ticket for the following day to Essaouira. As darkness falls, head back to old medina and make for the Jemaa el-Fnaa, which comes alive at night, and have dinner at one of the many food stalls lining this historic square.






Essaouira




DAY 5


In the morning, look out for goats eating argan nuts from the trees while on the bus to Essaouira. Settle in for two nights in the old medina. Have lunch at one of the eclectic restaurants and explore the medina for souvenirs, getting to know a few of the artists, like the metal sculptor Rachid Mourabit. Catch the sunset from the ramparts, and for dinner treat yourself to the delicious fusion food of Umia.




DAY 6


Spend the morning preparing your own tajines, salads, and desserts in a cooking class at La Table Madada, where the chef will have you slicing, dicing, and simmering your way to a delicious Moroccan meal. Then pack your swimsuits and towels for an afternoon at the beach. Lounge, take a windsurfing lesson, hike down the beach for more privacy, or consider a beachside gallop on a horse or a camel.





The High Atlas




DAY 7


Catch the early-morning bus for Marrakesh and meet your mountain guide at the bus station. You’ll take the two-hour drive to Imlil village in the High Atlas. Have a hearty mountain lunch and spend the afternoon trekking through the villages and countryside before descending to Domaine de la Roseraie, a beautiful mountain retreat, for a hearty dinner and a good night’s sleep.





Sahara and the Southern Oases




DAY 8


Be prepared for a long day of travel. Catch the morning bus to Marrakesh, and then catch the first bus to Ouarzazate, the Hollywood of Morocco. Have dinner out at Le Jardin des Arômes and keep an eye out for visiting movie stars. Check in for the night at Kasbah Tamsna, a stylish Japanese-Berber-fusion riad.




DAY 9


Catch the bus or drive through the oasis of Skoura, along the “Road of 1,000 Kasbahs,” taking in the date palm valleys and crumbling kasbahs set against the snowcapped peaks of the High Atlas. End your drive in the Dades Gorge at Eden Paradise for one of the best meals this side of the mountains.
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TOP EXPERIENCE





MINT TEA


There is maybe no beverage more synonymous with Morocco than mint tea. Talk to any traveler who has come back from this corner of Africa and you will be told countless stories of tea being offered everywhere, from riads and large chain hotels to roadside cafés and tents far away in the great Saharan sand sea. Anytime, anywhere is a good time to delight in a pot of freshly steeped mint tea. Mint tea is the national drink, and Moroccans tend to be quite proud of it.
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mint tea in Morocco
Moroccan mint tea is brewed in a specific way and has nothing to do with that tea bag likely sitting in your cupboard at home. Here we start with gunpowder-style green tea, hunks of cane sugar, and fresh sprigs of mint that are generously introduced to the brew as the tea steeps. This creates a syrupy-sweet beverage that is served throughout the day. It’s never far from any table. As a traveler, you will be forgiven with a big smile if you ask to have your tea with less sugar, but welcomed with a larger smile if you have it just like the Moroccans—as sweet as can be.



QUINTESSENTIAL PLACES FOR MINT TEA IN MOROCCO



	Marrakesh or Fez Riad: There is something particularly inviting in opening the door to a stylishly chic riad and, before doing anything else, sitting down for a mint tea on the terrace to take in the view over the sprawling medina.

	Toubkal National Park: As wonderful as mint tea is anywhere in Morocco, perhaps no time is so deserving of enjoying a frothy cup of this sweet brew than after a long hike through one of the country’s real natural beauties.

	Café Hafa in Tangier: Though you could sip mint tea at any café in Morocco, Café Hafa has a history with a special allure and an unbeatable view over the Strait of Gibraltar, where the Mediterranean meets the Atlantic, and across to Spain, where Europe meets Africa.

	Legzira Beach: A fresh pot of mint tea quenches thirst like no other after some swimming and fun in the sun on any beach in Morocco. Legzira Beach is maybe the most stunning background to this Moroccan pastime.

	Sahara Desert: It might seem strange to sip a warm beverage in the hot Sahara, but as the people of this region well know, warm beverages hydrate you well, and warm company is the coolest thing of all.









DAY 10


Take a morning stroll through the mountain villages of the gorge, perhaps all the way to the Monkey Fingers, before heading back to the car for an afternoon drive (or bus ride) through Tinghir to Merzouga. Climb on a camel and make your way into the desert for a night under the stars at Erg Chebbi in a Sahara Desert camp.




DAY 11


Wake up to watch the sun rise over the Saharan dunes. After breakfast, make the long drive through Errachidia and the Ziz Valley to the medieval city of Fez. (If traveling by bus, you’ll have to wait for the Supratours night bus, which leaves Merzouga at 7pm.) In Fez, check in for a two-night stay at one of the many restored riads that have been converted into boutique hotels.





Fez, Meknes, and Rabat




DAY 12


Spend the day getting lost in Fez’s labyrinthine medina or take a guided tour of the breathtaking Batha Museum and the majestic Medersa Bouanania, a restored 14th-century Quranic school. Explore the Chouwara tanneries (after plugging your nose with mint), and tuck in for a quick bowl of bissara at the Elminchaoui soup stand.




DAY 13


Drive or catch a grand taxi to the old Roman ruins of Volubilis. Spend the morning walking through history and then have a simple lunch in Meknes, on the Place el-Hedim looking at the impressive Bab Mansour gate. Consider shopping for souvenirs in the medieval medina before taking the train to Rabat. Check into a luxury riad in the medina near the train station for your last night; Rabat is just an hour northwest of Casablanca and your flight home the following day.





If You Have More Time . . .


Think about heading from Fez to Chefchaouen to start a four-day tour including Tangier, Tetouan, and Asilah before ending up at Rabat.






A SPIRITUAL PILGRIMAGE


Visit the holiest places in Morocco and discover why Fez is often called the “Mecca of the West.” Despite pushback from orthodox Islamic scholars, who take a more hardline approach to idolatry, there is a strong presence of places of pilgrimage in North and West Africa. For Muslims, this is a particularly rewarding tour during Ramadan, though slower travel and delays mean you will likely need a few more days. Some of the sites, because they are places of Muslim worship, are intended only for Muslims. Non-Muslims will not be permitted entry. The synagogues and places of Jewish heritage are open to all faiths and non-faiths. For Jewish travelers, a focus on Moroccan Jewish heritage and culture is something of a revelation and a window into the not-so-distant past. This itinerary is best for those of the Abrahamic faiths and those interested in worship in all its forms.



Day 1


In Casablanca, take a morning tour of the Hassan II Mosque, a true feat of modern architecture featuring some of the best Moroccan craftsmanship. This is the largest mosque in Morocco; it holds 25,000 worshippers inside while another 80,000 can fit around the mosque grounds. Afterward, find your way to the former Jewish quarter and visit the Museum of Moroccan Judaism. Follow with a walk around the neo-Gothic Church of Our Lady of Lourdes to get a sense of how these three faiths intermingled. Spend the night in one of the hotels along the corniche, listening to the surf pound against the shore below.




Day 2


Take the morning train to Fez and explore the medieval medina, home to many of the holiest sites in Morocco. The Tijani Mosque and Mausoleum houses the tomb of Sidi Ahmed al-Tijani, the man responsible for bringing Islam to countries such as Senegal and Mauritania. The nearby Qaraouiyine Mosque, founded in 859, is one of Morocco’s oldest and largest mosques. Just a short walk from the mosque is the Mausoleum of Moulay Idriss II, the son of the founder of modern Morocco. Fez is also home to the first mellah (Jewish quarter) in Morocco. This historic neighborhood boasts two synagogues to visit, Slat Al Fassiyin and Ibn Danan, as well as the large, well-kept Jewish Cemetery.
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TOP EXPERIENCE





MOROCCAN HAMMAMS


A Moroccan hammam is a traditional steam bath and cleansing ritual that plays a central role in Moroccan culture and social life. Rooted in Roman and Islamic bathing traditions, it’s both a spa-like experience and a deep-cleansing process.



HOW TO HAMMAM


For just a few dirhams, you can join in the bathing ritual and be part of a real cultural experience. To bathe like the locals, head to one of the many inexpensive hammams (generally 10Dh-20Dh) spread throughout the old medina.

The typical hammam consists of four rooms: changing room, cool room, warm room, and hot room. When you first enter the steamy confines of the hammam, you will strip down to your bathing suit or underwear and put your belongings in a cubicle in the changing room. Next, you can apply the savon bildi, black soap, in the cool room and then head into the warm room, or go straight to the hot room, where you can rinse, scrub, and breathe in the steam. The basic idea is to gradually increase the temperature of the air and water as you go from room to room, while washing using your bucket and cup.

Usually, there will be someone on hand in the changing room to lead you through the hammam ritual: soaping, rinsing, and exfoliating. They will also vigorously (if not violently) rub you down for a small charge of 40Dh-50Dh. Most locals opt to do everything themselves, usually going with a friend or family member to have a chat with while they are scrubbing down.




MOROCCO’S BEST HAMMAMS




Casablanca



	Le Doge Hotel & Spa






Marrakesh



	Hammam Dar el Bacha

	La Mamounia

	Olinto






Fez



	Spa by Cinq Mondes
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Seffarine Hammam in Fez



Chefchaouen



	Hammam Meslouhi






Tangier



	Abyssin de Tanger










Day 3


Catch a grand taxi to Moulay Idriss, just an hour from Fez, above the ruins of Volubilis. The hilly town is the resting spot for the founder of the country, Moulay Idriss, who brought Islam to Morocco from the Middle East. His mausoleum and mosque are some of the most ornate in the country. In the afternoon, if the sun is not too hot, you might want to take the opportunity to visit Volubilis, the ruins of the former capital of Morocco.




Day 4


By bus or rented car, make your way from Fez through the Ziz Valley to Rissani, where you can visit the Mausoleum Moulay Ali Cherif. Moulay Ali was the founder of the current Alaouite dynasty that rules Morocco and is considered a direct descendant of the Prophet Mohammed. To contemplate spiritual matters, venture by camelback into the dunes of Merzouga to watch the sunset in the Sahara and spend the night in a Bedouin tent communing with nature.




Day 5


In the morning, stop at Goulmima to see the remnants of an ancient Jewish-Berber village where a yearly festival is still performed in their honor, starring the Jewish protagonists Moshe and Biha. You could also consider stopping in here at Tinghir or Boumalne Dades to explore the wonderful Todra and Dades Gorges, true works of natural art. Make your way back to the edge of modern civilization at Ouarzazate. You can spend the night in Ouarzazate or consider the nearby kasbah of Ait Ben Haddou to continue your contemplation.




Day 6


Take a bus over the Tizi n’Tichka pass to Marrakesh and explore the medina, touring the environs of the towering Koutoubia Mosque, which holds court over the vibrant plaza Jemaa el-Fnaa. Dive into the mythical saints that power the spiritual glow of Marrakesh. Stop into the Slat Al Azama synagogue to learn about local culture and the ongoing efforts of the Moroccan Jewish community.
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MAKE IT ACTIVE


Surf, ski, run, bike, climb, raft, and parachute your way around Morocco! Surf the southern coast, ski the slopes of Oukaïmeden, mountain bike through the High Atlas, climb the Todra Gorge, or raft down the Ahansal River.



BIKE


Mountain biking is growing in Morocco. Today companies carry good equipment, including e-bikes, and lead tours through the winding passes of the High Atlas and into long stretches of Saharan desert roads. Get your bikes with Bike Adventures in Morocco.




RAFT


Plunge downriver and into some white water in the Ahansal River. In the spring the river is at its fullest, offering some breathtaking views that will get your heart pounding. Mostapha Outili leads rafting trips.




HIKE


Imlil is the de facto home base for hiking throughout the Toubkal National Park, and for good reason. Strike out any time of year to enjoy the vast nature of Morocco’s mountainous parkland.
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hiking through Toubkal National Park



SKI


Oukaïmeden is one of the best ski resorts in Africa, though for most skiers, this is more of a novelty than a challenge. Check in with the folks at Hotel Chez Juju for rentals and lift tickets.




SURF


Whether you want to kitesurf, windsurf, or just plain catch a wave, there are companies that offer rental equipment, lessons for all levels, and guidance as to where the best waves are. Check in with Surf Maroc in the Moroccan surf capital of Taghazoute.




CLIMB


The High Atlas and the Rif offer good spots to climb, though the Todra Gorge is the dirtbag standard. You can find guides and hand-drawn maps of newer climbs there.
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TOP EXPERIENCE





MOROCCO’S BEST RIADS


From traditional riads (garden houses) and dars (more humble homes) to restyled kasbahs, mountain retreats, and bivouac tents, there are lots of different types of architecturally indigenous places to comfortably rest your head throughout Morocco. Picking my absolute must-stay in accommodations is truly difficult. There are so many great ones! Here are a few of my favorites that all have a truly unique value.



MARRAKESH



	Riad l’Orangeraie: Some places just have a way of making you feel like you’re in a magical little home away from home. This is one of those places, offering incredibly warm, attentive service and all the touchpoints you could ask for in a boutique Moroccan riad.

	L’Hotel Marrakech: This former 19th-century Caidal palace is an elegant designer retreat full of curated antique furniture, touch-soft lines, and a lively traditional riad garden, all quietly tucked away from the cacophony of the Marrakesh medina.






FEZ



	Riad Laaroussa: With refinished woodwork, intricate zellij tiles, and palatial suites with roaring fireplaces to stave off the surprising winter cold, this fine Fessi former fonduq is just the spot to tuck in after a long day of exploring medieval Fez.
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CHEFCHAOUEN



	Dar Jasmine: For its incredible sunset views alone, over the old medina of the Blue City of Chefchaouen, this dar would rank highly. Couple this with maybe the most comfortable suites in the medina and one of the finest chefs, and its place on this list is sealed.






TANGIER



	La Maison Blanche: A wonderful location in Tangier’s historic kasbah sets the scene for this riad. Clean lines, abundant Mediterranean charm throughout, and easy walks to nearly everything in Tangier make for a stellar value.






ESSAOUIRA



	Riad Chbanate: This riad channels some of the playfulness of Essaouira with a rope swing in one of the suites, while the en suites feature romantic bathtubs big enough for two and candlelit dining.









MOROCCO’S MASTERPIECES: A WORLD HERITAGE TOUR


Morocco is home to nine UNESCO World Heritage Sites, which make for a spectacular tour for archaeologists and Indiana Jones wannabes. Explore the maze of Fez’s medina and discover the Roman ruins of Volubilis before heading north to the medina of Tetouan. Then it’s back south, down the coast, to the medina of Essaouira, before tucking inland to the Red City of Marrakesh and over the High Atlas to the living Ait Ben Haddou kasbah on the edge of the Sahara. This tour is best divided in two parts, north and south; the order is interchangeable. It’s best for those taking flights to/from Europe into either Fez or Marrakesh.



Northern Leg




DAY 1


Land in Fez. Prepare to spend 3-4 nights in the middle of everything medieval, where donkeys and horses clop alongside pedestrians. Examine the traditional architecture of your riad and settle in for a quiet night of sleep.




DAY 2


Spend the day exploring the nooks and crannies of Fez’s medina, perhaps with a guide, paying special attention to sites such as the beautifully restored 14th-century Medersa Bouanania as well as the smelly but rewarding Chouwara tanneries, where leather is being cured as it has for centuries, complete with pigeon excrement.




DAY 3


Take a grand taxi to the Roman ruins of Volubilis and spend the morning walking through Roman forums and examining the water irrigation system, the different stone and marble used for construction, and some of the mosaics still lying about. Couple this with an afternoon in the historic city of Meknes looking at the unrestored yet exquisite Medersa Bouanania there, the Mausoleum of Moulay Ismail, and the granaries (Heri es Souani), for an idea of the technological advancement of Moulay Ismail’s empire and palace that once rivaled Versailles.





DAY 4


Catch the 8am bus for the mountain town of Chefchaouen, tucked into the folds of the Rif, and have lunch and explore one of Morocco’s more pleasant medinas. Before sunset, catch a cab to Tetouan for two nights in one of the medina lodgings there.




DAY 5


Spend the day in Tetouan exploring the most lived-in medina in Morocco, another UNESCO World Heritage Site, and make sure to spend an hour or two at the Archaeology Museum of Tetouan. The collection of Roman-era mosaics is unmatched.




DAY 6


In the morning, catch a taxi for Lixus and spend the first half day exploring this little-visited Roman ruin north of Larache. Have a picnic in the amphitheater overlooking the Loukkos River while contemplating life in this city 3,000 years ago. In the afternoon, make your way by bus for two nights in the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Rabat.




DAY 7


Spend the day exploring the Oudaïas Kasbah in Rabat and duck into the souvenir shops along the Rue des Consuls before making your way to the Chellah Necropolis, where you will see the Roman-era city alongside the more recent ruins of the 12th- and 14th-century Almohad and Merenid dynasties.





Southern Leg




DAY 8


From Rabat, take the train to Casablanca to begin the southern half of the tour. Spend the afternoon touring the Hassan II Mosque, and get a taste of French colonial art deco architecture on a walking tour through more contemporary Morocco.




DAY 9


Take a bus along the beautiful coastal road to Essaouira. Walk on the ramparts at sunset and dine from some of the most diverse menus in all of Morocco. Plan on spending two nights in one of the friendly restored riads or hostels.




DAY 10


Spend the early-morning hours exploring Essaouira’s medina, keeping an eye out for the Jewish Star of David. You’ll see plenty of these above the doors in the mellah. Spend the afternoon shopping in the friendly souks, book a cooking class to make your own Morocco tajines, or bum around on the long strip of beach just south of the medina.




DAY 11


Catch the morning bus for Marrakesh, where you’ll spend two nights, ideally in the medina (the entirety of which is a protected UNESCO World Heritage Site). If you’re feeling up to it, make your way to the Jemaa el-Fnaa, the carnivalesque main square, for a night you won’t forget.




DAY 12


Spend the morning touring the medina sites, including the Bahia Palace, Saadian Tombs, and Marrakesh Museum, before plunging into the famed Marrakesh souks, where the sights, sounds, and smells will be sure to dazzle you. Haggle with a shop owner or two to complete the experience.




DAY 13


Wake up bright and early to take a bus over the Tizi n’Tichka pass to Ouarzazate, where you will spend the afternoon at the wonderful Ait Ben Haddou kasbah, a real living kasbah with a few families still dwelling within mudbrick walls in this UNESCO World Heritage Site. This is one of the most striking examples of southern architecture. From here, if you have time, head out to explore the desert at Erg Chigaga or Erg Chebbi. Otherwise, stay the night in the kasbah and head back over the Tizi n’Tichka pass for your flight out of Marrakesh.
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SPOTLIGHT ON Traditional Crafts and Artisans of Morocco


Duck through a narrow alley in Marrakesh and you’ll stumble upon a woodworker coaxing arabesques out of a cedar beam, shavings curling at his feet. Around the corner, a young artisan hunches over a tile, tapping a tiny hammer to chisel perfect shapes for a new mosaic fountain. The smell of tanned leather drifts from cavernous dye pits in Fez, where men stand ankle-deep in rainbow vats, turning animal hides into buttery-soft bags and slippers.
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handwoven carpets
Morocco’s greatest masterpieces aren’t just tucked away in museums—they’re woven into daily life and grand monuments alike. The same hands chiseling floral plaster panels for a riad ceiling might have helped build the soaring Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca, where zellij tiles ripple across marble walls in a great shimmering sea, a true pinnacle of traditional Moroccan artisanship.

In the souks, metalworkers hammer brass into lanterns that scatter star-shaped light across the walls, while weavers in the Atlas Mountains send vivid reds and indigos flying through their looms, weaving rugs that tell stories in every diamond and stripe.

If there’s one secret to Morocco’s magic, it’s this: Traditional artistry is alive and well.

Step into a workshop or linger in a market stall, and you’ll find centuries-old skills unfolding before your eyes—crafted by human hands, each piece a one-of-a-kind window into Moroccan culture.




CRAFT TRADITIONS TO LOOK FOR



	Zellij: Hand-cut tile mosaics forming mesmerizing geometric patterns in fountains, mosques, and palaces.

	Wood carving: Cedar latticework screens, ornate doors, and elaborately carved furniture.

	Stucco and plasterwork: Delicate reliefs of floral and geometric motifs decorating ceilings and walls.

	Metalwork: Hammered brass lanterns, trays, teapots, and intricate decorative screens.

	Leatherwork: Fine leather goods from Fez’s historic tanneries—bags, slippers, poufs.

	Textiles and weaving: Bold Berber carpets, kilims, and woven blankets, often created on simple looms in mountain villages.

	Monumental craftsmanship: Grand structures like the Hassan II Mosque, built with traditional techniques on a breathtaking scale.






SUPPORTING LOCAL ARTISANS


Behind every handcrafted piece is a livelihood—and in many cases, a small family or cooperative working to keep their traditions alive. While Morocco’s souks are full of beautiful items, many are factory-made or imported. Seek out artisan cooperatives, women’s associations, and fair-trade shops where your dirhams support local craftspeople directly. You’ll not only go home with something unique, but you’ll help preserve Morocco’s rich artistic heritage.

Look for signs indicating cooperatives. I’ve highlighted a few of my favorite cooperatives and artisans in the pages of this guide. In towns like Tameslouht near Marrakesh, a family weaving cooperative creates stunning textiles, while Fez and Meknes have workshops where you can watch artisans at work before choosing your piece. Outfits like The Anou work to cut out the middleman and connect potential buyers directly with the artisans.


[image: image]


AUTHOR TIP


Don’t breeze past the stalls—ask questions. Many artisans love sharing how they transform raw materials into art. Bargaining is part of the tradition too.
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Casablanca and Rabat


S Highlights

Itinerary Ideas

Casablanca   الدار البيضاء

Rabat   الرباط

Safi   آسفي
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S Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.

S Hassan II Mosque: Tour the largest mosque in all of Morocco (one of the largest in the world). Modern meets the traditional in this holy place, one of the only mosques non-Muslims may visit in Morocco (click here).

S Oudaïas Kasbah (upper right): Take an afternoon stroll through this ancient fortress. Enjoy the Andalusian Gardens, sip on mint tea at Café Maure, and take in the Atlantic from the expansive terrace that once protected the town from invaders (click here).

S Hassan Tower: If 12th-century caliph Moulay Yacoub had had his way, this tower would have been the tallest minaret in the world. Though it was never finished, it remains a landmark of Almohad-era architecture (click here).

S MMVI Contemporary Art Museum: This opening of this facility cemented Rabat’s reputation as the new cultural center of Morocco. Check out what Moroccan artists have been doing for the last 100 years (click here).

S Chellah Necropolis: The oldest known settlement along the Bouregreg River is one of the best-preserved ruins in all of Morocco, with Roman-, Almohad-, and Merenid-era architecture all on display (click here).

S Potter’s Hill (upper left): Wander through the kilns and meet with master artisans spinning, baking, and hand-painting their wares at this iconic pottery district in Safi (click here).




Casablanca is the vibrant, frantic, congested, traffic-filled heartbeat of contemporary Morocco—a city where business, innovation, and creativity collide in sometimes surprising ways. Known simply as “Casa” to locals, it stands apart from the country’s more historic destinations.

Unlike Marrakesh or Fez, there’s no ancient medina packed with centuries-old charm, and at first glance, its concrete skyline might seem uninspiring to travelers seeking Morocco’s romantic past. But what Casa lacks in antiquity, it makes up for in ambition. Sleek skyscrapers, buzzing cafés filled with young entrepreneurs, and a thriving creative scene give it an undeniable, dare I say entrepreneurial-meets-hipster sort of energy. If you’re short on time, you might be tempted to skip it—but if you’re curious about Morocco’s future as much as its past, Casa has plenty to offer.

As Morocco’s economic powerhouse, Casablanca is at the forefront of industry, fashion, and urban life. Stroll along Boulevard Mohammed V, where French colonial art deco facades hint at the city’s past, then step into the future at the sleek Morocco Mall, where luxury brands like Gucci beckon. The awe-inspiring Hassan II Mosque—one of the few in Morocco open to non-Muslims—offers a breathtaking glimpse into the country’s spiritual and architectural heritage. In the evening, treat yourself to a five-star meal before winding down at Rick’s Café, where jazz fills the air and the nightly rendition of “As Time Goes By” adds a touch of cinematic nostalgia.

To the north, Rabat remains one of Morocco’s most underrated gems. If Casablanca is the economic blood line, Rabat is the nation’s beating political heart, home to King Mohammed VI and the country’s key ministries, embassies, and dignitaries. When the French imposed their protectorate in 1912, General Hubert Lyautey moved the capital from the unpredictable environs of Fez to the historic stronghold of Rabat—where it has remained ever since.

Rabat is one of Morocco’s cleanest and most attractive cities, with its broad boulevards, leafy sidewalks, and well-organized public transport, including a modern tram connecting the city to its neighboring twin Salé just across the Bouregreg River. Rabat’s medina stands out from others in Morocco—laid out in a grid, with fair, fixed prices that make shopping a hassle-free pleasure. Wander down Rue des Consuls to browse elegant teapots, handcrafted leather bags, and colorful carpets without the pressure of haggling. Then, make your way to the ancient kasbah before strolling along the picturesque river walk where families and fishermen mingle.

History and culture lovers will find plenty to explore in Rabat. The Archaeology Museum houses pre-Islamic artifacts from sites like Lixus, while the contemporary MMVI Museum showcases Morocco’s vibrant modern art scene. Don’t miss the hauntingly beautiful ruins of the Chellah Necropolis, where ancient stones whisper stories of Phoenicians, Romans, and sultans. If you time it right, you might even catch a world-class jazz performance in this unforgettable setting.
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South of Casablanca, echoes of Morocco’s layered history emerge. The 12th-century Almohad medina of Azemmour crumbles beautifully into time, while farther down the coast, Safi is one of the busiest and oldest port cities in Morocco, known for its thriving ceramics industry and sweeping views of the Atlantic.



Planning Your Time


For many travelers coming from North America, Casablanca is the port of arrival. Flights generally arrive in the morning and early afternoon, making it possible to continue straight on to other destinations without having to spend a night in Casablanca. In fact, it is possible (and frankly, recommended) to bypass Casablanca completely on arrival. For most, Casablanca is not Morocco’s best-foot forward. Leave that to Rabat, which is just over an hour away by car. Travelers wishing to explore Rabat, Tangier, Fez, Meknes, or Marrakesh can generally be at their destination in time for dinner by leaving directly from the airport via a train that runs to either of the main train stations in Casablanca. That said, Casablanca can be an easy place to get acclimated and rest after a long flight as long as you’re not expecting “ancient Morocco.” Most travelers will likely spend no more than a day or two before heading to more picturesque destinations, though even better is saving the contemporary digs of Casablanca for the end of your tour and flight out.

Rabat is a fantastic introduction to Morocco and best visited at the beginning of your stay. There are enough sights, museums, and activities to keep you busy for two or three days, though at the same time, the city does not have the storied history of much of the rest of Morocco, so you won’t have FOMO if you need to catch up on some sleep after a long flight over. Rabat is much less hectic than some of its big-city counterparts, so getting adjusted to the local rhythm and time zone is a breeze. Spend some time wandering the wide boulevards of the Ville Nouvelle and the winding passages of the Oudaïas Kasbah. The neighboring city of Salé is just a few minutes by tram or ferryboat across the Bouregreg River, a fun idea for an exploratory day trip if time allows.

For getting around Rabat, the new tram services the nearby city of Salé, the generally calmer beaches of Temara, the Rabat-Ville train station, and the old medina. It’s just over an hour from downtown Casablanca by train, and Mohammed V International Airport is also accessible by train (though you’ll have to switch trains in downtown Casablanca), making Rabat a possible option to begin or end your stay in Morocco.
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Rabat’s Ville Nouvelle
To the south, Safi can easily be seen in a day, though most travelers will want to avoid the local beach, one of the more unpleasant beaches in this region. Safi is best visited in an afternoon, perhaps while following the stunning coastal road connecting Casablanca and Essaouira.





Itinerary Ideas
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A DAY in Casablanca


1 After arrival, hop on the train to Casa Port directly from the airport and then take the tram to Ligue Arabe to get settled in at the nearby Hotel Point du Jour, a simple, centrally located hotel right in the middle of Casablanca.

2 Once you’ve freshened up, hop in a taxi or enjoy the 40-minute walk past the Parc de la Ligue Arabe and the impressive art deco Sacred Heart Cathedral to the massive Hassan II Mosque. Join the first possible tour (5 times daily, 9am-4pm) to see inside this true modern wonder of architecture.

3 For lunch, stop by Basmane and enjoy a relaxing lunch in an ornate Moroccan salon.

4 After lunch, walk north along the waterfront corniche and take in the afternoon sun.

5 Hop on the tram or take a petit taxi back to your hotel to change into your nicest outfit. Then, consider diving into Casablanca’s medina. Easy access into the medina from the main square is found near the old clock tower.

6 For dinner, you have to eat at Rick’s Café. Just make sure to check the dress code and reserve in advance. Sip on a well-deserved cocktail in the bar after dinner. Of all the gin joints . . .


If you’re flying into Casablanca and want to skip the big city, it makes a lot of sense to spend your first couple of nights in Rabat. This is a great city for adjusting to life in Morocco, with a diverse selection of dining options for foodies.
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DAY 1: Rabat and Salé


1 After a large, Moroccan-style breakfast at your riad, maybe Euphoriad, leave around 9:30am. Remember to wear a good pair of walking shoes and sunscreen.

2 Take a petit taxi to the Chellah Necropolis to beat the crowds (and the sun). Whether or not you take a guided tour, plan on spending 1.5-2 hours touring the ruins.

3 On your walk back from Chellah, escape the heat inside the MMVI Contemporary Art Museum and spend about an hour enjoying modern art.

4 Head over to Casa Jose to relax on the terrace and enjoy a French bistro-inspired lunch and a cool glass of chardonnay.

5 Put on your sunscreen and make your way to the Hassan Tower. Remember to pay respects to the mausoleum of Mohammed V and Hassan II, the grandfather and father, respectively, of the reigning king of Morocco, His Majesty Mohammed VI.

6 Stroll downhill to the riverside, pick up a gelato, and take a boat over to Salé. Spend the rest of the afternoon exploring the little-visited medina of Salé, including the impressive Medersa Abu al-Hassan.

7 For dinner, dine at The Repose in Salé for one of the most creative Moroccan-vegetarian fusion menus in the country.

8 Take the tram over the river and back into Rabat. Consider a cocktail at Le Dhow on your way back.




DAY 2: Rabat


1 For your last day in Rabat, keep it relaxed and start your day off with a Moroccan hammam. Consider doing it like a local at Hammam Marassa.

2 After your hammam, lunch at Tajine Wa Tanjia for an authentically delicious Moroccan meal. If it’s a Friday, indulge in the couscous.

3 After lunch, wander through the medina, maybe get a little lost, and pick up any of those last-minute souvenirs.

4 Take a quiet stroll through the Andalusian Gardens in the kasbah and have a tea with a cookie or two at Café Maure.

5 Just before sunset, head up to the kasbah terrace, breathe in the ocean air, and take a photo to capture the setting sun.

6 For dinner, it’s just a short walk to Dar Naji, where a veritable feast awaits. Walk off dinner through the medina and back to your riad for the night, but before turning in, enjoy the terrace views and the relative quiet of old Moroccan living.






Casablanca   الدار البيضاء


I won’t sugarcoat it—Casablanca, Morocco’s economic capital, often ranks among the world’s most underwhelming travel destinations. Perhaps it’s the name itself: Casablanca—a word that rolls off the tongue, conjuring images of something exotic, maybe even romantic. That illusion is fueled by Hollywood’s Casablanca, with Bogart, Bergman, and the immortal “Play it again, Sam.” Or maybe it’s the city’s link to the famed Marrakesh Express, which once wound its way south from Tangier, a city steeped in espionage and international intrigue.
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And yet, Casablanca isn’t without its magic. Casablanca is a collision of the familiar and the foreign. The relentless honking of traffic, the thick haze of exhaust, and the calls of street vendors overpower the traditional soundscape of the city, even drowning out the haunting call to prayer. Global brands dominate the skyline—massive LED billboards flash American and European ads alongside Moroccan ones, while sprawling shopping malls cater to a cosmopolitan crowd. This isn’t the Morocco of ancient medinas and winding souks; it’s the Morocco of high finance, modern ambition, and a breakneck pace that sets it apart from the rest of the country.

It’s hard to believe, but up until the 12th century, Casablanca was just a small Amazigh (Berber) village known as Anfa. The Portuguese briefly took over Anfa, dubbing it Casa Branca (meaning “white house”) in the 15th century; but it was the French while controlling the city during the protectorate era in the early 20th century who shaped much Casablanca as we know it. The city’s worn, whitewashed facades still bear the imprint of its colonial past, while its grand port—expanded under French rule—transformed Casablanca into Morocco’s economic powerhouse of today.

As a city of striking contrasts, Casa intrigues with its French colonial art deco architecture and sleek glass-and-steel high-rises, reflecting its status as Morocco’s largest and most modern metropolis. Nearly five million people call this stretch of the Atlantic Coast home, spread across affluent neighborhoods, bustling commercial districts, and pockets of slums that underscore the country’s stark economic divides. Despite its rough edges, Casablanca remains safer than any major American city, but do watch out for the notoriously aggressive drivers.

The city’s role as a business hub is undeniable—global giants like Microsoft and Boeing have set up regional headquarters here, and for many travelers, a work trip is their first introduction to Casablanca. But beyond its boardrooms and skyscrapers, the city has carved out a reputation as one of Morocco’s top culinary destinations. A steady influx of international business and a growing cosmopolitan crowd have fostered an exceptional dining scene, with some of the finest and most diverse restaurants in the country.



ORIENTATION


Like any sprawling metropolis, Casablanca can be a bit difficult to figure out, though unlike many other Moroccan cities, it is well signed, so GPS-assisted maps typically work very well. The city hugs the Atlantic Coast and has some long (though not necessarily clean) stretches of coastline, and it hosts one of the busiest seaports in Morocco. Like many Moroccan cities, it’s divided into “old” and “new,” with the “old” city being the Moroccan medina and the “new” being the rest of the urban sprawl of the Ville Nouvelle. The small, grubby medina forms a sort of focal point of the city, near the marina and the Hassan II Mosque along the corniche, from where the rest of the city ripples out in a series of rues (streets), avenues, and boulevards.

Southeast of the Ville Nouvelle is trendy Quartier Habous, sometimes called the “new medina.” It’s a protectorate-era vision of a Moroccan medina, with its slightly more upscale Moroccan markets and bazaars burgeoning beneath stone arches, popular with travelers seeking an alternative to the grungy markets of the old medina. Southwest of the Ville Nouvelle is the Maarif (Oasis) neighborhood, a lively, modern district known for its mix of upscale boutiques, international brands, and trendy cafés. Once a working-class area, it has transformed into a fashionable shopping and business hub, popular with locals and visitors alike.




SAFETY


Casablanca is a relatively safe city, though with the booming population and shantytowns ringing the city, prostitution, drug use, and petty crimes remain high. The new tram track provides safe, secure passage across different neighborhoods of the city, and police patrol the streets around the clock. Still, care should be taken when walking late at night because, as in most metropolitan cities, muggings are known to happen.

Nightclubs in Casablanca should be avoided. Like most of the bars around the city, they are generally the provenance of the less savory characters of Casablanca, and they’re incredibly expensive to boot. If nightlife is your thing, the more internationally friendly environs of Agadir, Marrakesh, Rabat, and Tangier are more genial to late-night fêtes.
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S Hassan II Mosque


Blvd. de la Corniche • 0522/248 886 • fmh2.ma • guided tours daily • 130Dh

The Hassan II Mosque is a staggering achievement of modern architecture by Frenchman Michel Pinseau that towers over the crashing waves of the Atlantic Ocean. The mosque sports the third-tallest minaret in the world (690 ft/210 m) and is one of the largest religious buildings on earth, with a capacity of over 105,000 worshippers. The mosque was constructed in a flurry of activity beginning in 1986 and finishing in 1993, after local workers toiled day and night. Six thousand Moroccan master crafters were involved in the building, using their skills with zellij tile work, wood carving, and ornate stucco work to bring the overwhelming sense of the gracious to its expansive halls. Here, the traditional blends with the modern, such as a laser with a range of nearly 20 mi (30 km). Muslims are allowed free entry during standard prayer times for Muslims and longer Friday services. Non-Muslims are allowed to enter as part of a 45-minute tour (English-speaking guides are available) that covers interiors, such as the prayer hall, minaret hall, and ablutions hall. Tour times depend on prayer times and vary with the season and the holy month of Ramadan. Some guides are much better than others, so tours are a little hit-and-miss, though the visit alone is well worth the time for lovers of art and architecture. [image: image]
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Other Sights




MEDINA




Ettedgui Synagogue


Rue al-Aidi Ali al-Maaroufi • open Mon.-Fri. • 50Dh

This restored 20th-century synagogue was one of the most important during Casablanca’s French colonial era. Built by the Ettedgui family, the synagogue was a focal point for the Jewish community. It was partially destroyed in an accidental bombing in 1942, and it wasn’t until 2011 that reconstruction began after a donation by the Moroccan government. In fact, HRM King Mohammed VI rededicated the synagogue upon its opening. The synagogue today functions as a small museum primarily concerning the Jewish Quarter of Casablanca. Just up the road on Rue Tanger, you can stop by the Church of San Buenaventura, a former church turned into a cultural café and center, and contemplate the Abrahamic faiths’ role in modern Morocco.





VILLE NOUVELLE




Sacred Heart Cathedral


(ex-Église du Sacré Coeur)

Rue d’Alger, on the edge of the Arab League Park

The Sacred Heart Cathedral, a former Roman Catholic church built in the art deco style during the French protectorate era in the 1930s by architect Paul Tournon, was a beneficiary of the remodeling of the Arab League Park. Though the church ceased holding services after Moroccan independence in 1956, it continues to operate as a local landmark of religious tolerance and sometimes serves as a cultural center. The interior, with its ornate stucco and stained glass, is worth the price of admission (free). For most, admiring the neo-Gothic art deco exterior will suffice.
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Sacred Heart Cathedral stained glass



American Art Center


2 Khalil Matrane Park • 0630/148 256 • alccasablanca.com/the-aac • open daily • free

The American Art Center (AAC) is a vibrant art center fueling Casablanca’s contemporary creative soul and fostering cultural cross-pollination. Exhibitions rotate monthly with a wide variety of artists, writers, musicians, and other creatives using this nonprofit, inclusive space. This cultural hub features a theater, three floors of exhibition space, meeting rooms, and a panoramic terrace overlooking the art deco district. The center is a quick 10-minute walk from the Arab League Park. Visit the website for upcoming exhibitions, workshops, and other public events.





Abderrahman Slaoui Foundation Museum


(Musée de la Fondation Abderrahman Slaoui)

12 Rue de Parc • 0522/206 217 • musee-as.ma • open Tues.-Sat. • 60Dh

The oft-overlooked Abderrahman Slaoui Foundation Museum houses a wonderful collection of art deco posters (affiches) from old publicity for Morocco, done by the French to increase tourism. Posters include originals of the infamous La Belle Fatma and Venez au Maroc, which promoted a racial stereotype of Morocco. If you’re intrigued by art deco, duck in here for a moment. It also houses a collection of 19th- and 20th-century Moroccan jewelry, including some ornate headpieces, and paintings by Mohammed Ben Ali R’bati, known for his daily scenes of Tangier shortly after the turn of the 20th century. Guided tours are available in French and English (100Dh), though you can’t help but think this is one of those museums that needs a little TLC, no matter the information.




Church of Our Lady of Lourdes


(Église Notre-Dame de Lourdes)

Rond-Point d’Europe • 0522/263 537 • dioceserabat.org • free

The Church of Our Lady of Lourdes is a strange hulk of 1950s design, one of the last large-scale buildings constructed under the French protectorate era, and not the prettiest. However, the stained glass inside is remarkable and captures the sunlight in arrays of colors, the immensity reminiscent of Paris’s Sainte-Chapelle. The church still functions, serving the estimated 20,000 Catholics who call Casablanca home, making Sunday mass here a possibility.





MAARIF




Museum of Moroccan Judaism


(Musée de Judaïsme Marocain)

81 Rue Chasseur Jules Gros, Oasis • 0522/994 940 • jewishmuseumcasa.com • closed Sat. • 50Dh

The only known Jewish museum in an Islamic country, the Museum of Moroccan Judaism highlights Morocco’s link with its long, and proud, Jewish past. Religious texts, traditional garments, and sacramental artifacts make up much of the collection, with connections to the various mellahs (Jewish quarters) around Morocco. Much of the information is in French, though English versions are available—just ask. The museum is within walking distance from the Oasis train station, though a taxi ride is likely a better option for most travelers.
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Museum of Moroccan Judaism garden





Tours




CITY TOURS




Platinum Morocco Travel Car Tour


0661/750 901 • from 370Dh full day

In a little over four hours you can see the best of Casablanca in a small group traveling around the city a small van or bus. Prices vary according to group size. A couple traveling together can plan on paying 650Dh each (1,300Dh total) for a private tour. All tours include hotel pickup and drop-off and will take you to the Hassan II Mosque (entry fee not included), the art deco district, and one or two of your guide’s favorite spots.




Morocco Food Tour


0657/832 662 • moroccanfoodtour.com • daily 11am • 700Dh per person

Morocco Food Tour is the “go-to” outfit for English-language street food tours around the country, so you’ll see this listed elsewhere in the guide in most major cities. In Casablanca, this 3-4-hour small-group walking tour (2 people minimum, 12 people maximum) takes you through the art deco district, where you’ll be immersed in Casa culture and sip on fresh juice, enjoy a round of Morocco’s finest oysters, and top it off with a local specialty for dessert.






Recreation and Activities




PARKS




Arab League Park


(Parc de la Ligue Arabe)

Bordering Place Mohammed V is the Arab League Park. This is the widest green space in Casablanca, and after the crush of the city, it’s the perfect place for a picnic. Around the park are some of the best examples of the French colonial-era art deco construction as well as the yet-to-be-inaugurated Grand Theater of Casablanca, which promises to be a standout of modern Moroccan design. With government funding, this green space has been reclaimed with safety as a priority, as cameras dotted throughout the park will attest, albeit unobtrusively; your eyes can still wonder at the traditional Moroccan tilework (zellij) decorating the public fountains.





GOLF




Royal Golf d’Anfa


Lice d’Anfa • 0522/365 344 or 0522/361 026 • rgam.ma • 650Dh

With the economic affluence around Casablanca, it’s no surprise that the local Royal Golf d’Anfa is one of the busier golf courses in Morocco. This is one of the few courses outside of Marrakesh where you will have to worry a bit about getting a tee time, so plan accordingly. Rental clubs, carts, and caddies are all available.





HAMMAMS


Casablanca has various levels of hammams (spas) dotted throughout the city, each offering a different sort of experience, from the more traditional public Moroccan hammam to spas influenced by parts of Asia.



Hammam Hassan II Mosque


Blvd. Moulay Youssef (Hassan II Mosque) • 0522/472 763 • fmh2.ma/fr/les-hammams-de-la-mosquée-hassan-ii • open daily • from 50Dh

One of the most wonderful things about the Hassan II Mosque is that it is truly a fully functioning traditional Moroccan mosque, which means that it also has a traditional Moroccan hammam. The hammam at the mosque is by far the most ornate and traveler-friendly hammam throughout the length of the country. For those looking for a real public bath experience—one segregated between men and women in the historic way—these public baths have been done in Morocco and the Muslim world for centuries in the most beautiful ways possible.




Hammam Ziani


59 Rue Abou Rakrak, Benjdia • 0522/319 695 • open daily • from 80Dh

Hammam Ziani offers a reasonable experience for a reasonable price, including a body scrub that will leave you feeling fresh and invigorated. This is about as authentic of a hammam experience as you can find in Casablanca. A vapor bath will relax you, while the humid heat activates your blood circulation and relaxes muscles.




Le Doge Hotel & Spa


9 Rue de Docteur Veyre • 0522/467 800 • hotelledoge.com • open daily • from 500Dh

The on-site spa at Le Doge Hotel & Spa is one of the most luxurious spas in Casablanca and includes a refined traditional hammam as well as a hot tub, steam room, and rooms for manicures, pedicures, facials, and other treatments. Post- or pre-trip pampering here is highly recommended.








AZEMMOUR


If you are looking to skip the bustle of Casablanca and crave small-town Morocco, Azemmour is a wonderful alternative. The name Azemmour derives from the Amazigh azemmur, meaning “olives.” Though olives are still found in the region and are a main agricultural product, visitors to Azemmour tend to come here to unplug and unwind. Azemmour has a Portuguese heritage, complete with the fortress ramparts, akin to the more popular towns of Essaouira and Asilah, though without the crowds. Something is stirring here, though. After a visit to Azemmour, you’ll have the sense that in a few years, this may just be Morocco’s new hot spot. As of now, it’s all speculation and quiet along the riverfront.
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Azemmour
Unless you’re really looking for an escape, Azemmour is perhaps best served as a short stop to stretch your legs as you’re exploring the coast. You can tour the entire medina in less than an hour.



WALKING TOUR OF AZEMMOUR’S MEDINA



	Starting from the north in the old medina, you begin at the old mellah. Notice the numerous Stars of David above the doors. Azemmour had a thriving Jewish community until the mass exodus after Moroccan independence in 1956 and the subsequent recruitment of Jewish citizens by the newly established country of Israel. An old synagogue is well kept and a sort of pilgrimage for Moroccan Jews from Israel. They also sometimes return to visit the small shrine of Rabbi Abrahim Moul Niss, a venerated, saintly figure in local Jewish lore.

	The kasbah is just south of the mellah. The gates are generally closed, and it’s slowly being left to ruin, though it is still safe to walk around. The guardian in charge will let you in; he is usually around in the morning and for a couple of hours after lunch.

	After the kasbah, take a walk along the riverside, to the east, and take in the beautiful view over the river. If you’re traveling along the coast, this is about as off the radar as it gets.






GETTING THERE


By car, Azemmour is easily reachable from Casablanca (89 km/55 mi, 1 hr) via the A1. Grands taxis also shuttle between Casablanca and Azemmour (1 hr, 89 km/55 mi; 50Dh). The ONCF (0524/888 566 or 0524/885 632; oncf-voyages.ma [URL inactive]) has services to the Gare Ferroviaire Azemmour station outside the town. From there, it is a 25-minute walk (2 km/1 mi) into town, or you can catch one of the petits taxis at the station for 10Dh.






[image: image]


AUTHOR TIP


Events, large and small, take place throughout the year. Check with the local tourist information center or your accommodation.





Entertainment and Events




Amazigh Theater Festival


May • free

For about one week every May, the city of Casablanca hosts the Amazigh Theater Festival. These staged productions vary from horror to comedy to romance. The languages of the theater are different dialects of Amazigh, put on by those who claim their tribal Moroccan heritage. Even if you don’t understand a word of Amazigh, it’s still worth attending just to catch a glimpse into the culture and cultural pride of the people putting on the performances. Check with the tourist information center or your accommodation for more information, as the festival does not currently have a website and runs mostly by local advertising and word of mouth.




Jazzablanca


jazzablanca.com • summer (usually July) • from 750Dh

Of all the festivals in Morocco, Jazzablanca has been one of the more successful. The Anfa Hippodrome plays host to most of the headliners, though there are plenty of sideshows throughout the city, at various hotels and restaurants. Sometimes jazz musicians gather at the Aïn Diab beach for a jam in the sand. This festival not only features some of the biggest names in jazz from around the world, but often brings in diverse blues and R&B acts, such as Seal, the Black Eyed Peas, Macklemore, and other household names.





Shopping




MEDINA




Al Makane


Place de Belgique • 0520/472 977 • marocimpact.org • closed Mon.

This socially responsible restored riad supports local artisans through its function as a cooperative. From Moroccan kaftans to hand-blown glass and traditional Moroccan ceramics, there is something for everyone here. Interestingly, one of the ways this cooperative is supporting its artisans is through sourcing historic pieces, like 100-year-old kaftans, so new artisans can study, implement, and improve on traditional Moroccan design.





CORNICHE




Morocco Mall


Blvd. de la Corniche • 0801/001 230 • open daily

It might seem a little strange to come all the way to Casablanca only to head to the mall, but this is what the hip, trendy, and petit bourgeois of Morocco are doing. The Morocco Mall, at the end of the Aïn Diab beach, is a modern architectural treat. Opened in 2011, this is the largest indoor mall in Africa, with a curvy design by architect Davide Padoa that incorporates elements of the ocean that borders it. The outdoor musical fountain lights up at night, its classical score underscoring all the high-end retailers found here, such as Fendi and Gucci, as well as the more quotidian brand names, such as American Eagle and Starbucks. There is an Adventureland for kids, a three-story aquarium with an elevator plunging into its midst (open daily; 50Dh), and a contemporary take on the Moroccan souk. The attached IMAX movie theater shows 3D movies and English-language films on Thursday.
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AUTHOR TIP


At daily markets, fill up on fresh fruits, nuts, and other healthy snack foods at bargain prices. Exploring may bring you to the next “it” shop in town.







QUARTIER HABOUS


Blvd. Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah

If Casablanca’s medina proves to be a bit too much for the senses, head to Quartier Habous. This neighborhood, modeled on the design of Moroccan medinas, was constructed during the 1930s by the French to combat overcrowding in the city. The selection of traditional crafts and bazaars makes this a less authentic experience than shopping in the dusty souks of Marrakesh or Fez, though it’s a more desirable alternative to the grubby medina of Casablanca for those looking for traditional Moroccan goods.
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carpets in Quartier Habous


Patisserie Bennis


2 Rue Fkih el Gabbas • 0522/303 025 • open daily

Stop in here to fill up on traditional Moroccan pastries (mainly almond based). Opened in 1938, it is a family-owned-and-operated joint. It carries the perfect souvenir to take home to friends and family.




Habous Olive Market


2 Rue Fkih el Gabbas • 0522/303 025 • open daily

If your friends, family, or yourself veer more toward the savory side of things, consider Moroccan olives. You can purchase different types of olives—black, red, purple, spicy, creamy, salty, anchovy—and have a nice little tasting while you’re at it. Olives are sold by the kilo, but don’t be shy about only needing a couple hundred grams.

[image: image]
Habous Olive Market





Food


Casablanca has one of the best food scenes in Morocco, which is to be expected given that it is the business hub of the country. Restaurants offer everything from traditional Moroccan dishes to French haute cuisine.



MEDINA




La Sqala


129 Rue Allah Ben Abdellah off Blvd. des Almohades • 0522/260 960 • open daily • $$$

If you’re wandering the medina, ask around for La Sqala, a café and restaurant housed in the middle of the ruins of the old Portuguese fortress. For first-timers to Morocco, this is a great place to get familiar with different types of Moroccan cuisine, including the famous tajine, though the pumpkin soup and meat-filled pastries are not to be missed for those looking to dig into a tasty traditional Moroccan dish. Service can be a bit slow, but this just gives you more time to take in the setting—eclectic traditional with a touch of modern. Take a look at the old black-and-white photos of Casablanca on display for a real sense of history. Breakfast/brunch is also served with an array of Moroccan crêpes, honey, confiture, and eggs, a spread fit for a king for less than 100Dh.




Rick’s Café


248 Rue Sour Jdid • 0522/274 207 • rickscafe.ma • open daily • $$$

A stop in Casablanca is somehow incomplete without hearing
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Rick’s Café



Dar Dada











VILLE NOUVELLE




Café de France







Maryliz Delices







Oliveri Café







Khos







Le Cardinal







S Au Four à Bois







Clay Oven







S Brasserie la Bavaroise








CORNICHE




Le Relais de Paris







Basmane









Nightlife





Le Petit Poucet







La Bodega









Accommodations





MEDINA




Hotel Central








VILLE NOUVELLE




Hotel Astrid







S Hotel Point du Jour







S Le Doge Hotel & Spa
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Royal Mansour









OUTSIDE VILLE NOUVELLE




Hotel Manzil







Le Casablanca Hotel









Information and Services




VISITOR INFORMATION




Tourist Information Center








Syndicate d’Initiatives de Tourisme de Casablanca







Tourist Information Center








US CONSULATE







HOSPITALS, CLINICS, AND PHARMACIES






MONEY









Getting There




AIR




Mohammed V International Airport









TRAIN
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BUS






CAR













Getting Around




PETIT TAXI






TRAM






CAR









Rabat   الرباط
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ORIENTATION






SAFETY






Sights




S OUDAÏAS KASBAH
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Oudaïas Kasbah







Andalusian Gardens
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National Jewelry Museum









MEDINA



[image: image]


[image: image]


AUTHOR TIP








Dolls of the World Museum








Bab el Had






Souk es-Sebat







VILLE NOUVELLE
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S Hassan Tower









Mausoleum of Mohammed V







Saint Peter’s Cathedral








Archaeology Museum








S MMVI Contemporary Art Museum
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Royal Palace









S Chellah Necropolis
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Tours




WALKING TOURS




Asmaa Titi







Moroccan Food Tour








BIKE TOURS




Rabat Bike Tour








PRIVATE CAR TOURS




Mohamed Tahiri









Recreation and Activities




BEACHES





Rabat Beach







Temara






Plage des Nations







SURFING




Oudayas Surf Club








GOLF




Rabat Royal Dar es Salaam Golf Course








HAMMAMS





Hammam Marassa








Thai Sabai







L’Art Du Bain









Entertainment and Events




PERFORMING ARTS





National Theater of Mohammed V








FESTIVALS AND EVENTS





Rabat Book Fair







Chellah Jazz Festival








THE MAWAZINE FESTIVAL








International Festival du Cinema d’Auteur









Shopping






OUDAÏAS KASBAH




Bulles & Huiles







Gallerie Nouiga








MEDINA





Carpet Auction







Artisan Cooperative







Spice Market







Central Market








Comptoir el-Wafa







Bazar Tadili








VILLE NOUVELLE




English Bookshop
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Coopérative Ibdaa









Food





OUDAÏAS KASBAH




Café Maure








MEDINA





Chez Aisha







Dinarjat







Dar Zaki








VILLE NOUVELLE




Le Goût du Fruits







Café Terminus







Restaurant Saidoune







S Pause Gourmet







S Dar Naji







La Veranda







S Ty Potes








Tajine Wa Tanjia







Il Giardino







Casa Jose









Nightlife





Les Deux Palais







Tour Hassan Palace







Le Dhow







La Bodega








Accommodations





MEDINA




Riad Dar Soufa







Dar Mayshad







Riad Rabat l’Alcazar







Riad Zyo







Dar Shâan







Dar al-Miraaj
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S Euphoriad









VILLE NOUVELLE





Hotel Le Gaulois







Tour Hassan Palace









Information and Services




EMBASSIES




US Embassy







Canadian Embassy







British Embassy








HOSPITALS, CLINICS, AND PHARMACIES






Pharmacie des Oudayas







The Pharmacie Centrale








MONEY






LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL CENTERS




Qalam Center for Arabic Studies







Institut Français of Rabat









Getting There




AIR




Rabat-Salé Airport








TRAIN








BUS








GRAND TAXI






CAR












Getting Around




PETIT TAXI






TRAM






CAR







Salé
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ORIENTATION






SIGHTS




Medina







Medersa Abu al-Hassan







Borj








GRAND MOSQUE AND MAUSOLEUMS OF SALÉ






SIDI ABDELLAH BEN HASSOUN






SIDI BEN ACHIR






SIDI AHMED HAJJI









The Exotic Gardens of Sidi Bouknadel









FOOD




Baraka







Al Marsa








ACCOMMODATIONS




Riad Baddi







S The Repose







Riad La Porte du Bouregreg








INFORMATION AND SERVICES






GETTING THERE AND AROUND





Boat






Tram






Train






Bus






Taxi
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view of Salé from the Rabat kasbah








Safi   آسفي







Sights




SEA CASTLE








MEDINA





Portuguese Cathedral









NATIONAL CERAMICS MUSEUM









S POTTER’S HILL
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pottery in Safi





Food and Accommodations





S Chez Hosni







Riad le Cheval Blanc








Information and Services






Getting There




TRAIN







BUS






CAR







Getting Around
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