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1. Foreword
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Horrendous Military Strategies In Israel-Hamas War.

Is Demolition Bombardment An Acceptable Military Strategy?

Is Deterrence An Effective Weapon?

What Constitute War Crimes?

These are critical current questions that need to be answered.
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2. Deadly Bombardment
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Raining deaths from the sky by demolition bombardment has been used recently by countries whose military possess powerful air force and huge arsenals of bombs and missiles.

Deadly bombardment of enemy cities and housing complexes in Gaza has been justified by Israel as its absolute right of self-defence. And this questionable justification has been strongly supported by the greatest superpower of the world, USA, and by the rest of the West, for whatever devious reasons and secret motivations.

How in this modern time is this mass casualty and mass destruction revenge strategy still being justified?  How is it still being used by supposedly civilized and democratic countries in prosecuting their wars against their enemies?
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3. Deterrence Strategy
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Is this revenge strategy acceptable as a deterrence strategy? Is this being glorified by supposedly civilized countries as an effective method to deter future wars and to deter enemy action and to deter enemy retaliation?

Is deterrence being used as an excuse by powerful countries to terrorize their opponents and adversaries?

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

4. Legitimate Self-Defence?
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Ironically, if this is indeed legitimate self-defence for Israel, what about the legitimate self-defence of the Palestinian people in Gaza and West Bank against Israeli occupation?

As the UN Secretary General said, this war did not happen in a vacuum.

It is a terrible blood feud that has deep roots, and self-defence cannot be used as the excuse for both the terrorist surprise attacks and the relentless revenge bombardment and killing.

In any case, which is more abhorrent? The terrorist attack that killed 1,200? Or the revenge massacre of 16,000, and counting, with an incredibly overwhelming military force and relentless bombardment?

In criminal law, a premeditated killing is a murder. But a revenge killing of the murderer is a murder too. This is exacerbated if the revenge killing is extended to the killing of the family and friends of the murderer. Pleading of self-defence is not an acceptable defence in such criminal cases.

Indeed, there is no defence of self-defence in revenge killing.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

5. War Crimes
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What really constitute war crimes?

Arguably, one could say that waging unnecessary wars is war crime.

Waging horribly destructive war is war crime.

Killing excessively and killing civilians indiscriminately are war crimes.

Indeed, what is genocide but the widespread killing of people?

Genocide is genocide whether it is the mass killing of combatants or noncombatants. Genocide is the pursuit of egregious policies to bring about the total destruction of properties and the decimation and massive destruction of lives.

It is indisputable that prosecuting wars to the extreme and inflicting total destruction and decimation are war crimes.
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6. Blatant Disregard Of Morality
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But, do modern nations pay any attention to these details?

Do warring nations consider these when they are fully committed to totally destroy their enemies?

Are they totally immersed in the bloodthirsty pursuit of winning victory at all cost?
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7. Stop wars
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The way to stop all these atrocities is to stop starting the war in the first place.

Humankind must not be blinded by the delusion that only wars can stop wars.

The fact is that wars beget wars. And no amount of wars and atrocities can deter wars. They only serve to generate more wars

After the terrible experience of failing in multiple past millennia to resolve difference and disputes by wars, humankind must now learn not to repeat the mistakes. Humankind must learn to effectively use negotiation and compromise to prevent disastrous wars and maintain peace.
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8. No Excuse
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No nation should be tempted to use the terrible excuse of self-defense and deterrence to wage total war on other nations and people.

Total war is not self-defence nor deterrence. It is plain and simple genocide and massacre.

No nation should be allowed to use self-defense and deterrence to justify the destruction of another nation or people.
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9. Contrarian Thinking On Truce
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It is nothing but remarkable that in the midst of an elaborate process to exchange hostages and prisoners with Hamas under an agreed four-day truce of the vicious Israel-Hamas war in mid November 2023, Israeli PM Netanyahu said: "Nothing will stop us, and we are convinced that we have the strength, the power, the will and the determination to achieve all the goals of the war, and that is what we will do," and "at the end of the deal, we are returning full power to carry out our aims: destroy Hamas, ensure that Gaza won’t return to what was, and of course to free all of our hostages.”

It is indeed ironic that the truce to save lives was just a pause to more extensive killings. It is an amazing twist of logic to say they are committed to save lives and yet also committed to take more lives in the same breath.

On the other hand, Hamas' ability to keep the hostages safe for more than 50 days before the deal was struck to exchange them for Palestinian prisoners in Israel in a ceasefire did say something about Hamas' preparedness to negotiate.

Is it not high time to quit the large scale killing on both sides? Is it not high time to keep negotiations going?

Unfortunately, the world is horrified but powerless to stop this horrendous mutual killing as long as USA and Europe persist in their one-sided financial and military support of Israel.
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