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1.  ​Foreword 
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World Peace Hanging By A Thread?: Trump's Genius Or Folly? Trump's Stupid Iran War?

Is Trump Hanging World Peace By A Thread?

Is a new Middle East emerging from the flipflopping Iran War policies of Trump?

Is Trump the greatest disruptor the world has ever seen?

Is a new power balance fast emerging?

What is Trump's endgame in Iran?
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2.  ​World Peace?
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Is world peace under serious threat from the aggressive new US foreign policies of Trump?

Has Trump ended 9 wars around the world just to start several more?
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Is he now aiming to end the war he and Netanyahu started against Iran in February 2026, following the infamous 2/28 preemptive strikes on Iran?

Or is he planning on making this war his signature war victory at whatever cost?
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3.  ​New Middle East?
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It is now clear that however it ends, this highly significant Iran war will end with massive costs to all involved, and could possibly even end with stunning humiliation of the twin aggressors.
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Indeed, the whole Middle East and the whole world will be fundamentally transformed.

This will be followed by new alignments and new realities.

And the twin aggressors America and Israel may be left to lick the wounds of their epic strategic and war miscalculations.

And it is questionable whether Israel can continue its subjugation of Lebanon, Gaza and the West Bank without the limitless American support.
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4.  ​Likely Consequences?
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As a consequence, both the USA and Israel will likely be relegated to the background in the Middle East, while Iran and the Arab countries will take to the center stage and begin to play more prominent roles with closer cooperation among themselves.

Indeed, it will be a new geopolitical situation with Russia and China emerging as major forces to shape the new Middle East.

Iran will be reaffirmed as a major force in the region, after the end of this terrible miscalculated war started by the USA and Israel.

Ironically, Iran will earn respect and influence because of the American and Israeli folly.
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5.  ​Hormuz?
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The key to Iran's dramatic rise from the ashes of war could well be the reluctant international recognition of the new status of the Strait of Hormuz.
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Indeed, Iran could now begin to plan to make the Strait of Hormuz its private waterway, just like the way the Suez Canal and the Panama Canal are administered by Egypt and Panama respectively.

Once accepted as the de facto situation internationally, running Hormuz would indeed allow the Iranians to turn it into a cash machine, tolling not just the ships that carry the 25 per cent of the world’s seaborne oil and 20 per cent of its liquefied natural gas (LNG) trade, but also the many other products that the Gulf states export via the strait. 

It has recently been estimated that the top 50 products other than crude oil and LNG that passed through Hormuz in 2024 amounted to a total of US$773 billion in value and an average 14.9 per cent of the total global exports for each product category.

Indeed, before the war, the Iranian regime was bankrupt, out of ideas on how to fix the economy, and under great pressure from a furious protesting sizable population.

But Hormuz now represents a highly practical way to ensure the longer-term survival of its new Ayatollah regime. 

Even if international pressure prevents Iran from collecting a toll, Iran can still cover it as a pilotage and processing fee for all passing shipping traffic.

And when the crippling sanctions that had so damaged Iran are lifted as part of the deal for ending the war, the Iranian economy will fly.

That is certainly not the kind of regime change Trump was hoping for. 

It would also be a potential precedent for other chokepoints around the world, including the Red Sea and the Strait of Malacca, which will significantly change the global geopolitical balance.
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6.  ​Yemen?
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Iranian ally, the Houthis, in northern Yemen could well rise to become a major force in north Africa. 

The Houthis joined the Iranian missile attack of Israel from day 29 of the Iran war.

It conceivably could also open another war front in the Bab al-Mandab Strait and the Red Sea — another choke point for world shipping — which could "amplify pressure on global maritime routes.
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And considering the fact that Djibouti, which hosts major American, French and Chinese military bases, is just on the left bank of that Strait, what fantastic move can and will America have to do next?

Indeed, the Houthis could take a page from Iran's playbook to dominate this other global shipping choke point.

A unified Yemen could well emerge with the Houthis in a central role, with the backing of Iran, and the cooperation of Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi of the UAE.
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7.  ​Negotiated Deal?
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By April 17, 2026, under tremendous international and domestic pressure, and the escalating global and domestic energy and economic crisis, Trump appeared to have become more amenable to ending the war with a negotiated deal with Iran.

Indeed, he talked about being 'very close' to reaching a deal with Iran, claiming that Tehran has agreed to “almost everything”, including handing over its enriched uranium. 
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Atthe start of his second term in January 2025, Trump pledged to restore peace by
ending global conflicts. His administration has since attacked at least seven countries
with Venezuela being the latest.
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