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			Book Presentation: Crimes Against Nature by Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

			Book Abstract

			In Crimes Against Nature, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. charges that the Bush Administration has taken corporate cronyism to such extraordinary heights that it now threatens our health, our national security, and our democracy as we know it. Kennedy believes that this administration has ignored the laws that have protected our nation’s environment for the past 30 years in order to enrich the president’s political contributors. This has resulted in the quality of life being lowered for the rest of America.

			Crimes Against Nature disputes that Bush’s policies are neither free market, democratic, conservative or particularly Christian in their treatment of our shared resources domestically and globally. Kennedy ultimately argues that this administration has sacrificed respect for the law, public health, scientific integrity, and long-term economic vitality for corporate greed.

			About the Author

			Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. is the senior attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council, chief prosecuting attorney for Riverkeeper, and President of the Waterkeeper Alliance. He is also a clinical professor and supervising attorney at the Environmental Litigation Clinic at Pace University of Law. He was an assistant district attorney for New York City and coauthor of The Riverkeepers: Two Activists Fight to Reclaim Our Environment as a Basic Human Right.

		

	
		
			Summary of Crimes Against Nature (Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.)

			THE MESS IN TEXAS

			The Houston Ship Channel is lined with more than 100 large scale pollution factories. Refineries, chemical companies and power plants relentlessly pour their toxins into the air and the ocean around them. They generate more money than the domestic product of some nations. They used to be held in check by plaintiff’s attorneys and Texas laws. “Don’t Mess With Texas” wasn’t a slogan, it was a philosophy under the previous Democratic governors of Texas who were trying to clean the state up. Under George W. Bush, that same phrase should have been amended to “Pay and Make a Mess out of Texas.”

			Texas is now the most polluted state in the country and Houston now has more smog alerts than Los Angeles. Twenty-five percent of Texas rivers are so polluted that they don’t meet the standards for recreational usage. Texas is number one in toxic emissions, first in chemical accidents and first in cancer-causing pollutants. Texas produces the largest volume of hazardous waste in the country and 10 percent of the CO2 in the country. Texas also has the highest rate of childhood asthma and cancer.

			During the six years that Bush was governor of Texas, the state’s spending on the environment dropped to 49th in the country. Bush declared that “tort reform” was an urgent problem and appointed judges that made it all but impossible to mount class action litigation against polluters in Texas. He also pushed through the Private Real Property Rights Preservation Act that basically permits corporations that own property to pollute, desecrate, defile or do whatever they want to their property without the fear of being sued for diminishing the value of their neighbor’s property. This perversion of Western common law that permits owners free rein with their own property as long as it doesn’t impact the value or enjoyment of their neighbors is unprecedented in the U.S.

			Bush stripped enforcement of the Texas Natural Resources Conservation Commission by cutting its budget by 20 percent. He also shoved through the Texas Audit Privilege and Immunity Laws and the Voluntary Emissions Reduction Permit Program. These laws protect Texas chemical companies by allowing them to monitor their own pollution, report their violations to the governor and then promise to clean up. There are no fines, no public disclosure requirements, no real reason to even obey the law. In 2001, it had to be conceded that the Bush voluntary plan had resulted in zero reduction of air pollution.

			BACK TO THE DARK AGES

			Since antiquity, there have been laws to protect our shared resources like air and water. The Romans guaranteed to all citizens the right to use the “commons” such as air, water, grazing lands, fisheries, wetlands and aquifers. Tyrants have always tried to seize the commons and it has always been to their ultimate dethroning.

			Not only were citizens given access to these common resources, they were charged with their care. Thirteenth century Londoners were prohibited from burning polluting coal. Violators were executed. Similar laws existed in the U.S., providing access to common resources, but prohibiting the despoiling of those commons.

			Factories which blew smoke into the air could be closed until 1870. With the onset of the Industrial Revolution, corrupt judges and legislators refused to clamp down on factory pollution. Pollution was the price of jobs in their mind and they decided that it was an acceptable tradeoff until they realized what it was costing everyone. Following the Cuyahoga River catching fire and the declaration of DOA status for Lake Erie in the late sixties, Americans began to demand that their common areas be cleaned up and protected.

			Earth Day 1970 witnessed 20 million Americans demanding cleaner air, cleaner water and greater accountability for polluters. Stunned by such a display of anti-polluter anger, both Democrats and Republicans leapt into legislative action passing 28 major pieces of environmental legislation within 10 years and establishing the Environmental Protection Agency to enforce the newly minted laws. The objective of laws like the Clean Water, Endangered Species and Clean Air Acts was to reinstate American’s past rights in regards to common resources and to make corporate polluters subject to even the poorest Americans’ rights over their air, water and land. Corporations would now have to pay for damages that they had done or might do.

			Mining, chemical, oil, power generation, food processing, agricultural industry, automotive and pharmaceutical companies were aghast at the impact such laws might have on their profits, bonuses and incomes.

			Five of the largest corporate polluters formed and funded “charitable foundations,” “think tanks,” radio and television talk shows, radio and television companies and research/quantitative research companies. For 30 years, these groups worked together to create and disseminate a right wing agenda intended to sell pollution as the “right” of any red-blooded, free market, laissez-faire capitalist American who cared about private property rights. Joseph Coors, among others, lead this revolution against environmentalism. The first semi-triumph was the election of Ronald Reagan. Reagan quickly brought in James Watts to the Department of the Interior and Ann Gorsuch to the EPA. Only their indictments and convictions put a halt to Reagan’s war on the environment.

			Coors, Scaifa-Mellon and other members of the right wing pro-pollution cadre regrouped with a new strategy dubbed the Sagebrush Rebellion. Repackaging their agenda as “Wise Use,” they sold their ideas as “green,” without the “extreme.” Portraying environmentalists as radicals with no sense of the costs to others of their prohibition against even “minor” and inconsequential spillage/leakage/release of relatively harmless amounts of manure, chemicals, drugs, oil, gases or fumes and other byproducts of “wealth production,” the Wise Use approach tried to paint environmentalism as an expensive burden borne by consumers.

			Pat Robertson wrapped religion around Wise Use by convincing Christians that environmentalists were somehow degenerate tree-worshipping conspirators bent on the destruction of moral values like chastity.

			When other methods failed, the Sagebrush Rebels, decided on a new strategy: buy the elections, at least indirectly. This was how George W. Bush became the most highly funded Presidential candidate in history. After the election, he showed his gratitude by filling his cabinet with former oil, chemical and energy executives. He ensured their success by appointing former lobbyists from the most polluting industries to agencies throughout the government. Now, the people who polluted the air, water and land were in charge of controlling those impulses by creating the laws.

			THE FIRST GO ROUND

			Global warming appeared to be taken seriously by George W. Bush when he was running for president as he promised to “regulate” CO2 emissions. However, three months after taking office, he announced that he wasn’t ratifying the Kyoto Treaty because reducing CO2 would cause serious economic harm to America’s economy. He also cast doubt on the “scientific basis” of the “theory” of global warming. Bush blithely discarded 12 years of rapidly cumulating proof compiled by some of the finest scientists and most sophisticated computer models around that the world is growing warmer due to the amount of CO2 being produced by cars, factories and the destruction of forests. Even satellite photos that show a 20 percent reduction in Artic ice failed to meet his or Rush Limbaugh’s standards of proof.

			The Pentagon commissioned studies on the impact of global warming in an effort to create strategies for dealing with its eventuality. These studies predict a grim future where some lands disappear under a rising ocean, some become frozen wastelands and people migrate to countries with better climates where wars break out over food, land and the right to survive.

			One hundred countries, Paul O’Neill (the former Secretary of the Treasury), Christine Whitman of the EPA and millions more believe that global warming poses catastrophic risks to the Earth and have worked on the Kyoto Treaty to balance environmental issues with economic ones. President Bush dismissed this effort because it did not fit into the agenda of his corporate donors and oil-patch cronies. He was surprised at the anger this action stirred among Americans, but instead of changing his mind, he took a more stealthy approach to ridding corporate America of the nuisance of environmental regulations.

			COST-BENEFIT PARALYSIS

			December 2000, a Waterkeeper Alliance press conference drew an unexpected crowd that demonstrated the breadth of support that exists for clean water regulations. Commercial fishermen, sports fishermen, family farmers and members of the media listened to and discussed the need for a Waterkeeper lawsuit against Smithfield Farm’s pig Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs). Most felt that this lawsuit compelling pig CAFOs in 34 states to meet environmental regulations for Clean Water was the only way to safeguard American’s food, water, fisheries and health from the pollution created by these operations.

			After a trial in 2001, a federal judge found that Smithfield’s pig CAFOs were violating RCRA and operating illegally without Clean Water permits. Jubilation was short-lived. The Bush Administration moved swiftly to release new regulations that ensured that Smithfield CAFOs would continue polluting. This coup was orchestrated by the “guru of junk science” John Graham, founder of the Harvard Center for Risk Analysis and its director until 2001. Misconceptions about the efficiency of “factory farms” have produced laws skewed to favor these large scale operations.

			Graham was able to alter the outcome of this litigation because he is the director of OIRA (the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs), an agency within the Office of Management and Budget. OIRA’s primary task is to “review every economically significant regulation proposed by the federal government and report the fiscal impacts to the White House.”

			Graham sits as the Gatekeeper of regulation. He rejected more than 20 new rules for faulty cost-benefit analysis in his first year - more than were rejected during the entire eight years of the Clinton Administration.

			SCIENCE FICTION

			“John Graham’s schemes to massage data and pervert the regulatory process in the inner sanctum of OIRA are part of a larger plan. To justify its agenda, the Bush White House is suppressing studies, purging scientists, and doctoring data to bamboozle the public and the press. It is a plan arguably unmatched in the Western world since the Inquisition.”

			Among the strategies used to advance this agenda is an entirely new use of language. Urged by their strategist, pollster and lexiconographer Frank Luntz, Republicans try to obscure their objectives by giving their legislation names that belie its purpose. For example, “The Clear Skies Initiative” actually increased pollution from utility companies by abolishing their requirement to update their polluting equipment.

			Bush officials routinely conceal important environmental information from the public:

			
					They blocked the EPA from discussing perchlorate, a potent cause for birth defects which is now found in 20 states.

					Mercury’s dangers to children, infants, fetuses and fertile women were stifled for months and when they did appear, it was in a very vague format that downplayed the very real consequences for neural development and I.Q.

					They did not make it clear that eating tuna can raise lead levels substantially.

					A section about global warming was deleted from the EPA’s report on air pollution.

					Research revealing that a Senate plan to reduce global warming was feasible and not very costly was withheld for months. (When this finding was leaked, the Bush Administration launched a $100 million campaign to prove that climate change is a normal occurrence and not sufficient reason to slow down gasoline consumption.)

			

			There seems to be only one golden rule in the Bush Administration and that is that gold rules. Profits are more important than people, health or the environment. Massaging science to get the answers that their contributors wanted was an early Bush Administration ploy.

			KING COAL

			Mining is turning Appalachia into a wasteland. Using techniques like mountaintop removal, coal companies are burying streams, towns and forests under tons of rock and dirt created when they “scalp” mountains to find veins of coal. Twelve hundred miles of streams and 400,000 acres of diverse and healthy trees have been turned into vast stretches of waterless barren where nothing will grow. Coal companies say that this practice creates jobs. Actually, it is highly mechanized and requires more dynamite than workers. Downstream from these fills, the fish die, the townspeople leave and the land becomes empty, all to produce a fuel that creates more greenhouse gases, mercury and acid precipitation than any other fuel.

			“At the West Virginia Coal Association’s annual conference in May 2002, President William D. Raney reminded the 150 industry moguls in attendance, ‘You did everything you could to elect a Republican president. Now, he said, ‘You are seeing in his actions the payback."

			Permitting coal companies to destroy forests and streams and people’s lungs and lives is bad enough, but to add insult to injury, the secret Cheney Energy Task Force recommended a wide range of subsidies and tax breaks for all the energy companies including coal. Coal companies even received $2 billion in research money to find a way to make cleaner coal-fired electricity. Peabody Energy got to build the largest coal-fired power plant upwind from one of America’s natural treasures, Mammoth Cave National Park, and not one Bush official seemed interested in the damaging effects of mercury and acid rain to wildlife and habitat predicted by park scientists.

			Meanwhile, coal companies are building gigantic dams from coal dust, exploded mountain tops and other debris to store billions of gallons of water contaminated with a wide variety of coal mining-polluting byproducts. One such dam holds 9 billion gallons behind an earthen dam easily weakened by heavy rains. Dam washout would pour tons of poisonous gunk and water onto the many towns in the valley below. No one has ever seen an evacuation plan for that contingency even though one dam at West Virginia’s Buffalo Creek washed away several towns in 1972 in just such a catastrophe. A more recent catastrophe in Inez, Kentucky saw 300 million gallons of thick black lava-like sludge that contained 60 toxic chemicals flood downstream communities, kill fish for hundreds of miles and sicken hundreds of residents when it entered their water supplies.

			Throughout the Bush Administration there are people who either worked for polluting companies directly or lobbied for them. These people have been placed in positions of influence over the agencies meant to regulate their particular industry. Bush appointees, most linked to polluting industries, have been put into agencies where they can derive the most benefit for the polluters and the most damage to American natural

			KILLING THE ENERGY BILL

			
			
			NATIONAL SECURITY

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			What has Bush really done with Homeland Security?

			
			WHAT LIBERAL MEDIA?

			
			Why isn’t the media covering these environmental issues?

			
			
			
			RECLAIMING AMERICA
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