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An important development, an advance, a discovery, a leap forward. (dictionary meaning of breakthrough )

Holiness breakthrough happens when a person receives what the New Testament calls, a pure heart.

Getting your personal holiness breakthrough comes down to understanding that Jesus dealt with the sin issue, once and for all, in His suffering, His death and His resurrection. John the Baptist called Him "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." The Apostle Paul tells us, "He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." (Jn 1:29) (Heb 9:26)

Having removed sin at great cost to Himself, Jesus cleared the way for each believer to have a pure heart.

Strange as it may seem, many of Gods people don't know that, and hence are missing out on a vital and wonderful experience.

From the moment we are born again our lives, as Christians, become eternally linked with holiness whether we realise it or not. The God who has saved us has said that His name is Holy. "For thus says the high and lofty one who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy...," The living creaturesaround Gods throne in Heaven, continue day and night saying, "holy holy holy is the Lord God almighty.'" The Spirit of God who dwells in us is the Holy Spirit. Holiness is central to our Christian living.
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CHAPTER ONE  




[image: image]


ABILITY TO HEAR

Before we move on I want to emphasize that our experience of life with God is governed by our faith, what we believe. Our believing comes from our knowledge of the Bible, Gods word. If our understanding or knowledge of the word of God is incomplete or faulty our experience will be limited.

I think it is safe to say that just about all of us have a tendency to read the Bible through the lens of our particular Denomination or doctrinal or theological stance. Sometimes we don't realize just how strong that preconditioning can be. The problem with that can be that we miss parts, sometimes very important parts, of what God has said. We just don't see it.

In the Gospels, in a number of ways, Jesus emphasized the importance of paying attention to what God is saying. He always laid the responsibility on us to be alert to Gods voice. God gifted men and women teach us the word, but there is always that degree of responsibility on our part to confirm what we have heard by checking our own Bibles.

Just recently, I was surprised to notice a part of the book of Luke that I had missed even after years of Bible reading. Jesus gives a cup twice to the disciples, at their last supper, in Luke twenty two. The first time does not seem to be related to the communion we take. I saw that because I was taking communion at home and had to read the chapter myself, rather than sitting listening to it being read in a meeting. Jesus' reason for doing that are outside the intent of this book.

'Christians are not perfect just forgiven,' was a popular bumper sticker a few years back. It always highlights to me another human foible we should be on our guard against in Bible reading. That statement amounts to a denial of parts of Gods word. Paul writes, (Hebrews 10:14) "for by one offering He (Jesus) has perfected forever those who are being sanctified." That is one of a number of places where perfection is mentioned in the New Testament. In the first book of the Bible, Genesis, God says to Abraham..."walk before me and be thou perfect." It is not a wise move to change parts of the word because we find it hard to accept. It's better to ask God to enlighten us, rather than taking the stance that He got it wrong.

The Wesleyan Theologian Adam Clarke, strongly agrees;

"Many stagger at the term perfection in Christianity; because they think that what is implied in it is inconsistent with a state of probation, and savours of pride and presumption; but we must take good heed how we stagger at any word of God; and much more how we deny and fritter away the meaning of any of His sayings, lest He reprove us and we be found liars before Him."

He follows with a helpful explanation about the term perfect;

"But it may be that the term is rejected because it is not understood. Let us examine its import. The word perfection in reference to any person or thing, signifies that such a person or thing is complete or finished; that it has nothing redundant, and is in nothing defective. As someone has said, we count those things perfect which want nothing requisite for the end whereto they were instituted. And to be perfect often signifies, 'to be blameless, clear, irreproachable.' A man may be said to be perfect who answers the end for which God made him.

The whole design of God was to restore man to His image and raise him from the ruins of the fall, in a word, to make him perfect, to blot out all his sins, purify his soul, and fill him with holiness; so that no unholy temper, evil desire, or impure affection or passion should either lodge or have any being within him; this and this only is true religion or Christian perfection. A less salvation than this would be dishonourable to the sacrifice of Christ, and the operation of the Holy Ghost; and would be unworthy of the appellation of 'Christianity'. Those who deny it, deny the whole scope and design of divine revelation and the mission of Jesus Christ." See Adam Clarkes Commentary and sermons online.

Parts of Gods word that we find difficult to accept can be gateways into a deeper life, if we have an attitude towards seeking Him for explanation and revelation.
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IS THE HOLINESS BREAKTHROUGH OF A PURE HEART TAUGHT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT?

Hebrews

The message of the book of Hebrews is an affirmative answer to this question.

Anyone wanting a complete and clear understanding of the results of Jesus' salvation, will find this book the best starting line. Why it does not hold a more central place in our teaching is a mystery.

The first two verses of chapter ten (Heb 10:1,2) are a summary of the book;

"For since the law exhibits only an outline of the blessings to come and not a perfect representation of the things themselves, the priests can never, by repeating the same sacrifices which they continually offer year after year, give complete freedom from sin to those who draw near. For then, would not the sacrifices have ceased to be offered, because the consciences of the worshipers—who in that case would now have been cleansed once for allwould no longer be burdened with sins."  Weymouth Translation

Probably deliberately, the writer uses a lot of different terms to describe the one experience for those who receive Christs' salvation; and like an expertly cut precious stone held up to the light, we see its glory and wonder, viewing it from all sides and gaining a more comprehensive understanding. Here is the full list from the book;

Purged from sins.

Experiencing perfection.

Made perfect.

Perfect in regard to conscience.

Perfected forever.

Having a conscience purged from dead works.

Being once purged.

Having no more consciousness of sins.

Sanctified once for all.

Having Gods laws in the heart and written in the mind.

Having Gods laws in the mind and written on the heart.

Having a true heart.

Having a heart sprinkled from an evil conscience.

Here, in just one book of the New Testament, is abundant evidence for a 'yes' answer to the question. Finality, the end of sin, is the theme of Hebrews. You would have searched in vain for a chair in the Old Testament Tabernacle. The priests were not permitted to sit because their work wasnever finished. In sharp contrast, Jesus, "when He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God." (Hebrews 10:12) A sermon has stuck with me over the years. The Minister, wanting us to retain the core of his message, kept repeating, "seated Priest finished work, seated Priest finished work."

Diligent study for correct understanding of the finished redemption of Jesus, that brings about its full manifestation in our lives, is the responsibility, or at the least a debt of honour, for us as believers.

Colossians

The circumcision not made with hands is a thread of teaching through the New Testament most often mentioned by Paul, to Jewish listeners. In the following verse the phrase by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh

is at first hard to decipher. The fact that we are still walking about in our bodies indicates a different meaning than first appears. I have left it to respected commentators to discuss this verse.

"In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ." (Coloss 2:11)

The Apostle says that they have already received circumcision, not material but spiritual, not the removal of a fragment of the body, but the complete putting off of the body of flesh. A definite historical fact is referred to, as is shown by the aorist (in the Greek). This was their conversion, the inward circumcision of the heart, by which they entered on the blessing of the New Covenant. Expositors' Greek Testament

With the circumcision made without hands - that made in the heart by the renunciation of all sin. The Jewish teachers insisted on the necessity of the literal circumcision in order to salvation; and hence, this subject is so oftenintroduced into the writings of Paul, and he is at much pains to show that, by believing in Christ, all was obtained which was required in order to salvation. Circumcision was an ordinance by which it was denoted that all sin was to be cut off or renounced, and that he who was circumcised was to be devoted to God and to a holy life. All this, the apostle says, was obtained by the gospel; and, consequently they had all that was denoted by the ancient rite of circumcision. What Christians had obtained, moreover, related to the heart; it was not a mere ordinance pertaining to the flesh.

Barnes notes on the New Testament

The bodily circumcision was but of one member, in mere symbolism of one form of purity; the spiritual circumcision is the putting away of the whole of the power of the flesh, and that too, not in symbol but in reality. Ellicotts Commentary for English readers

The spiritual circumcision effected through Christ. The fleshly circumcision removed only a portion of the body. In spiritual circumcision through Christ, the whole corrupt, carnal nature is put away like a garment which is taken off and laid aside. Vincents Word Studies

By whom also ye have been circumcised. Ye have received the spiritual blessings typified of old by circumcision. With a circumcision not performed with hands - By an inward, spiritual operation. In putting off, not a little skin, but the whole body of the sins of the flesh - All the sins of your evil nature. By the circumcision of Christ - By that spiritual circumcision which Christ works in your heart. Wesleys Notes on the New Testament.

Phillipians

"For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh." (Phillips 3:3)

That is an unusual and unexpected statement by Paul - we are the circumcision. He sees it as so fundamental to who we are that he is saying, "If anybody asks you to describe yourselves you can say," 'oh, we are the circumcision.' We are the new kind, the new race. God has taken sin away from us and made us pure and clean in our hearts. Here also, Paul makes having Christs' circumcision synonymous with being a spiritual person living beyond the flesh, and identifies the experience as the source of joy.

Romans "For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not from men, but from God." (Rom 2:28-29)

God has never been happy with outward religious rites when personal relationship and warmth towards Him is lacking. Although the Israelites had to strictly adhere to the instruction regarding circumcision, the Old Testament reveals that God expected more of them. He was looking for circumcision of the heart which for them was an attitude, a decision to put God first in their lives to the best of their ability.

"So circumcise the foreskin of your heart; be no longer stubborn and hardened." (Deut 10:16)

For us, who have the completed prophecy, ("The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love Him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live") (Deut 30:6) it means an inner spiritual life. The only life that  meets with Gods approval.

1 Peter

"Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the
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