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Foreword

My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7 year old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.

Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturday’s in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.  I don’t think I missed many Michigan-Ohio State games followed by the USC-UCLA game in the afternoon every third Saturday in November.  The 1971 Nebraska-Oklahoma game stands out as one of the more memorable games I watched as a kid.  Every New Year’s Day I spent watching all the Bowl games.  Cotton and Sugar Bowl at noon, followed by the Rose Bowl in the afternoon, finishing up with the Orange Bowl in the evening.  The only day of New Year’s Day Bowl games I missed was in January 1978, when I was in the Army, while traveling back to Ft. McClellan, Alabama to start my A.I.T., after being on Christmas leave.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys.

Steve Fulton
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MICHIGAN 49  STANFORD 0

Originally titled the "Tournament East–West football game," what is now known as the Rose Bowl Game was first played on January 1, 1902, at Tournament Park in Pasadena, California, starting the tradition of New Year's Day bowl games.  The inaugural game featured Fielding H. Yost's dominating 1901 Michigan Wolverines football team, representing the East, who crushed a 3–1–2 team from Stanford University, representing the West, by a score of 49–0 after Stanford captain Ralph Fisher requested to quit with eight minutes remaining. Michigan finished the season 11–0 and was considered a national champion. Yost had been Stanford's coach the previous year.

Organization of the game - The Tournament of Roses Parade began in 1890 as a New Year's Day tradition in the City of Pasadena. The city boosters were exploring a way to bring in tourism and money to the area. The Tournament of Roses Association president, James Wagner, guaranteed $3,500 to cover the expenses of bringing the football teams of the University of Michigan and Stanford University to Pasadena to play. The admission price was 50 cents to $1 to see the game. An additional $1 would be charged to admit a family's horse and buggy to the grounds. The game was played in Tournament Park, where temporary stands were built.

Before the Rose Bowl stadium was built for the 1923 Rose Bowl, games were played in Pasadena's Tournament Park, approximately three miles southeast of the current stadium. Tournament Park is now a private park maintained by the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena, California. It was simply known as the "town lot" before being renamed Tournament Park in 1900.

Teams - Stanford had played the Olympic Club and Reliance Club twice, beating and tying each. They beat Nevada, 12–0, then lost to Cal in the eleventh Big Game, 2–0.  The 1901 Michigan Wolverines football team was nicknamed the "Point-a-Minute" team when they came to Pasadena to play the game. The Wolverines had racked up 501 points while allowing their opponents no points at all. The 49 points they scored in the 1902 Rose Bowl game brought their season total to 550 to 0.

Game summary - The playing field was 110 yards long.  Touchdowns counted five points, field goals five, and conversions one.  The game was divided into two thirty-minute halves.  A team had to make five yards in three downs to make a first down.  Forward passes were not allowed.  Substitutions were used infrequently as 11 men usually played the entire game.  The game ended with eight minutes remaining on the clock upon request of Stanford captain Ralph Fisher and by agreement with Michigan team captain Hugh White.
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Scoring Summary

Michigan – Snow 5-yard run (Shorts kick)

Michigan – Sweeley 20-yard field goal

Michigan – Redden 25-yard punt return (Shorts kick)

Michigan – Snow 2-yard run (kick failed)

Michigan – Redden 25-yard fumble recovery (Shorts kick)

Michigan – Snow 8-yard run (kick failed)

Michigan – Snow 17-yard run (kick failed)

Michigan – Snow 4-yard run (Shorts kick)

Michigan – Herrnstein 21-yard field goal

Aftermath - The game was so lopsided that for the next 13 years, the Tournament of Roses officials ran chariot races, ostrich races, and other various events instead of football. But, on New Year's Day 1916 football returned to stay as Washington State University defeated Brown University in the first annual Tournament of Roses football game. At Stanford, rugby replaced football from the 1906 season through the 1917 season.  In record keeping, Neil Snow's five touchdowns are noted along with the "modern" Rose Bowl record of four touchdowns held by Eric Ball, Sam Cunningham, and Ron Dayne. Snow was named the Most Valuable Player of the game when the award was created in 1953 and selections were made retroactively.  The initial attendance has varied according to different sources. The ESPN BCS article lists the attendance as 8,500. The Michigan football media guide and Michigan articles list the attendance as 8,000. The Official 2007 NCAA Division I football records book lists the attendance at 8,000.  Tournament Park would be the site for the second to eighth Rose Bowl Games from 1916 to 1922 before the Rose Bowl stadium opened for the 1923 Rose Bowl.  Stanford would not go to a bowl game again until 1925, which was also the Rose Bowl. They have played in the Rose Bowl 14 times, tied for third most. Coincidentally, Michigan's next bowl game was also in the Rose Bowl. They have played in the Rose Bowl 20 times which is the second most in appearances.
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1916 Rose Bowl
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WASHINGTON STATE 14  BROWN 0

Originally titled the "Tournament East-West football game," the second Rose Bowl Game was played on January 1, 1916. The Rose Bowl game has been played annually since this game.  The first game, the 1902 Tournament East-West football game, was so lopsided that for the next 15 years, the Tournament of Roses officials ran chariot races, ostrich races, and other various events instead of football, But, on New Year's Day 1916, football returned to stay as Washington State University defeated Brown University in this First annual Tournament of Roses football game.

Teams - The Washington State Cougars had an undefeated season. They won 28–3 over Oregon, 29–0 at Oregon State, 41–0 at Idaho, 27–7 over Montana, 17–0 over Whitman and 48–0 at Gonzaga.  The 1915 Brown University Bruins lost 7–0 to Amherst, 6–0 to Syracuse, and 16–7 to Harvard. They had a scoreless tie with Trinity. Brown outscored its opponents 167–32 that year, defeating Rhode Island 38–0, Williams, 33–0, Vermont, 46–0, Yale, 3-0 and Carlisle, 39–3. The Bruins were chosen as the Eastern representatives with a 5–3–1 record.  The Tournament of Roses committee were responsible for selecting and inviting the teams. The Bruin victories over Yale and Carlisle were deciding factors for inviting Brown to participate.
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Scoring Summary

WSU - Boone 3 run (Arthur Durham kick)

WSU - Dietz 4 run (Durham kick)

Tournament Park - Before the Rose Bowl stadium was built for the 1923 Rose Bowl Game, games were played in Pasadena's Tournament Park, approximately three miles southeast of the current stadium. It is best known for being the site of the first Rose Bowl Game in 1902, and the second to eighth Rose Bowl Games from 1916 to 1922 before the Rose Bowl opened in 1923. Its capacity at the time was 43,000 people.

Game summary - Fritz Pollard became the first African-American to play in the Rose Bowl game. He was limited to 47 yards in 13 carries during the game. Wallace Wade played on the line. The game was played in a cold quagmire of mud from several days of rain. Brown University was stopped at the 4-yard line by the Cougars.

Aftermath - Coach William Henry Dietz (also known as Carl Dietz or "Lone Star Dietz") and his Cougar squad served as extras in the football film Tom Brown of Harvard each morning and then practiced for the bowl game in the afternoon. They were paid $100 for the movie work.  The Tournament of Roses organization continues to have a college football game to this day as part of the New Year's Day celebrations.  The Western and Northern universities permitted minority players, a situation that would eventually lead to the Pacific Coast Conference - Big Nine conference agreement for the 1947 Rose Bowl.  Most Southern universities were still segregated until the 1960s. None of the Southeastern Conference schools had an African American athlete until 1966. The Cotton Bowl, Orange Bowl, and Sugar Bowl would not be integrated until 1948, 1955, and 1956 respectively.  Carl Dietz, the Washington State fullback, was named the Most Valuable Player of the game when the award was created in 1953 and selections were made retroactively. Later, Pollard was the first black named to the Walter Camp All-America team and became the first black NFL head coach.  The official 2007 NCAA Division I football records book lists the attendance at 7,000. Washington State listed at 10,000 in its Media Guide.  The Quarterback of the Washington State University team, Thomas Arthur Durham, eventually had a successful naval career, rising to the rank of Commodore.
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OREGON 14  PENNSYLVANIA 0

The 1917 Rose Bowl, known at the time as the Tournament East-West Football Game, was played on January 1, 1917. It was the 3rd Rose Bowl Game. The Oregon Webfoots defeated the Penn Quakers by a score of 14–0. It was Oregon's only Rose Bowl win prior to the 2012 Rose Bowl. Oregon team captain John Beckett was named the Rose Bowl Player of the Game when the award was created in 1953 and selections were made retroactively.  Oregon and Washington were both unbeaten in the Pacific Coast Conference that year, having tied in their head-to-head meeting. Oregon was invited to participate in the Tournament of Roses game prior to their final game, despite the fact that Washington had one more conference win than Oregon, having beaten California twice. On the basis of the extra victory, Washington is credited with having won the conference that year.
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Scoring Summary

Oregon - Tegert 15-yard pass from Huntington (Huntington kick)

Oregon - Huntington 1 run (S. Huntington kick)

Game summary - Oregon was led by the two Huntington brothers, Shy and Hollis. Following a scoreless first half, the Webfoots scored on a 15-yard pass in the 3rd quarter from Shy Huntington to Lloyd Tegert. Oregon scored again in the 4th quarter on a 1-yard run from Shy to lead the Webfoots to a 14–0 upset win. Shy Huntington also had three interceptions in the game. Oregon captain John Beckett was named MVP of the game.

Game notes

Attendance was swelled to 25,000 when the Pasadena Tournament of Roses put up temporary grandstand seating.
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MARE ISLAND MARINES 19  FORT LEWIS ARMY 7

The 1918 Rose Bowl, known at the time as the Tournament East-West Football Game, was played on January 1, 1918, at Tournament Park in Pasadena, California. It was the 4th Rose Bowl Game. With America at war, the game was played with players from the Mare Island Marines of California and the Camp Lewis Army from American Lake, Washington.

Game summary - Since the Rose Bowl game became so popular and most of the college football players were fighting overseas during World War I, the Pasadena Tournament of Roses decided to stage the game with military units, with the approval from President Woodrow Wilson. The Camp Lewis football team represented the US Army.
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Scoring Summary

Mare Island – Ambrose 31 yard drop-kick field goal

Fort Lewis – Romney 6 yard run (Sharpe kick good)

Mare Island – Brown 5 yard run (Ambrose drop kick failed)

Mare Island – Huntington 1 yard run (Ambrose drop kick good)

Mare Island – Ambrose 33 yard field goal

Game notes - According to the Tournament of Roses, "Within weeks of the 1918 Rose Bowl Game, the majority of the players from both teams were scheduled to go overseas. John Beckett, left tackle for Mare Island, acknowledged this fact and said that “this would be the last battle that we would fight in the name of sports."  Hugo Bezdek was the coach to lead two separate schools (Oregon in 1917 and Mare Island 1918) to victories. He also led Penn State to an appearance in the 1923 Rose Bowl.
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1919 Rose Bowl
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GREAT LAKES NAVY 17  MARE ISLAND MARINES 0

The 1919 Rose Bowl, known at the time as the Tournament East-West Football Game, was played on January 1, 1919 at Tournament Park in Pasadena, California. It was the 5th Rose Bowl Game. With the war just over, the game was played with players from the Mare Island Marines of California and the Great Lakes Navy from Great Lakes, Illinois.
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Scoring Summary

Great Lakes – Driscoll 30 yard drop-kick field goal

Great Lakes – 3 yard run (Blacklock drop kick good)

Great Lakes – George Halas 32 yard pass from Driscoll (Blacklock drop kick good)
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HARVARD 7  OREGON 6

The 1920 Rose Bowl, known at the time as the Tournament East-West Football Game, was played on January 1, 1920. It was the 6th Rose Bowl Game. The Harvard Crimson defeated the Oregon Webfoots by a score of 7–6. Crimson halfback Edward Casey was named the Rose Bowl Player of the Game when the award was created in 1953 and selections were made retroactively. It was the first Rose Bowl game following World War I in which college football returned to the Tournament of Roses. The two previous Tournament games had featured teams from the United States armed forces. It established a pattern of inviting teams from the Eastern part of the United States to face teams from the West Coast. This pattern was unbroken until the 1944 Rose Bowl during World War II and then the advent of the Bowl Championship Series game in the 2002 Rose Bowl.
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Scoring Summary

Oregon – Steers 25 yard drop kick

Harvard – Church 13 yard run (Horween kick)

Oregon – Manerud 30 yard drop kick

Game summary - Following a field goal by future Oregon Sports Hall of Famer Bill Steers, Harvard scored on a 13-yard run by Fred Church on a drive that was keyed by two catches by future College Football Hall of Famer Eddie Casey. Arnold Horween added the extra point, which would prove critical as Oregon could only manage one more score, a field goal from 128-pound Skeets Manerud. Four other Oregon kicks were blocked or missed, including a fourth-quarter Manerud attempt that just missed.

Aftermath - The 1919 Harvard Crimson football team finished the season without a defeat and only two close calls. The Princeton Tigers had tied the Crimson, and Oregon fell one point short of a tie as well.
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1921 Rose Bowl

CALIFORNIA 28  OHIO STATE 0

In a battle of unbeatens, California's "Wonder Team" (8-0) coached by Andy Smith, defeats J.W. (Doc) Wilce's Ohio State Buckeyes (7-0) by a 28-0 score before a sellout crowd of 42,000. Cal's Harold "Brick" Muller pulls off a trick 53-yard touchdown pass to Brodie Stephens after taking a flip from Pesky Sprott. Sprott also scores two touchdowns and carries the ball 20 times for 90 yards, more than Ohio State's great All-American Pete Stinchcomb, who has 82 yards.  The 1921 Rose Bowl, known at the time as the Tournament East-West Football Game, was played on January 1, 1921 at Tournament Park in Pasadena, California. It was the seventh Rose Bowl Game. The California Golden Bears defeated the Ohio State Buckeyes by a score of 28–0 in the second Big Ten Conference versus Pacific Coast Conference (PCC) meeting in a Rose Bowl, the first being the 1902 Rose Bowl, which featured Michigan and Stanford. California's victory stood as the only Rose Bowl win for a PCC team over a Big Ten team until the 1953 Rose Bowl.  California finished the season undefeated after handing Ohio State its first loss of the season. The Bears, who outscored their opponents 510–14 for the season, remained undefeated from 1920 until 1924.
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Scoring Summary

California – Sprott 1 yard run (Toomey kick)

California – Stephens 53 yard pass from Muller (Toomey kick)

California – Sprott 5 yard run (Toomey kick)

California – Deeds 61 yard run (Toomey kick)

California Media Guide Rose Bowl Game Summary - The world of college football may never again witness the sheer dominance displayed by California’s legendary Wonder Teams of the 1920s, and the 1920 football team, in particular, will forever be remembered as one of the all-time great teams in the history of the sport. Under the genius of Coach Andy Smith, the Golden Bears completely dismantled opponents enroute to an 8- 0 record and made their first appearance in the Rose Bowl. Despite their record and the fact that they had outscored opponents by a total margin of 482-14, the Bears entered the contest as an underdog. Possibly because some Easterners had not yet developed much respect for athletes on the West Coast, a respected Ohio State team was predicted to beat California by six points. The Bears wasted little time in refuting such predictions, as Pesky Sprott scored a touchdown early in the first quarter to give California a 7-0 lead. That only proved to be the beginning of what was to become a rout, as Andy Smith’s team was able to score two more touchdowns in the second quarter while a ferocious Bear defense held Ohio State scoreless for a 21-0 halftime lead. One of the scores came on a piece of Wonder Team trickery, as Sprott pitched the ball to end Brick Muller on a reverse who heaved the ball over 50 yards to Brodie Stephens for the touchdown. That play helped California, which subsequently earned the unofficial national title, break the game open and is thought of as one of the most famous plays in the history of the Rose Bowl.
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CENTRE 63  TCU 7

The Fort Worth Classic was played only once, on January 1, 1921, in Fort Worth, Texas, between Centre Praying Colonels of Centre College and the TCU Horned Frogs of Texas Christian University.

Teams - Centre entered the game with a record of 7–2 with wins against Kentucky and Virginia Tech. Centre's losses came against Harvard (8–0–1 on the year) and Georgia Tech (8–1 on the year). Centre had outscored its opponents 469–55 and won its first three games of the year by a combined score of 241–0

TCU entered the game with a record of 9–0, including wins at Arkansas (19–2) and at Baylor (21–9).  TCU had attained its perfect record while outscoring its opponents 163–46.

Game Summary - Centre won the game handily. Accounts of the final score vary; some sources say Centre won 63–7 and other sources give the final score as 77–7.
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Scoring Summary

TCU – Jackson 90 yard interception return (Acker kick)

Centre – Tanner 5 yard run (Weaver kick)

Centre – Robb – blocked punt return (Weaver kick)

Centre – McMillin 8 yard run (Weaver kick)

Centre – Armstrong 10 yard run (Weaver kick)

Centre – Snoddy 1 yard run (Weaver kick)

Centre – Harris – Fumble return (Weaver kick)

Centre – McMillin 1 yard run (Weaver kick)

Centre – McMillin 60 yard run (Weaver kick)

Centre – McMillin 20 yard run (Weaver kick)
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1921 San Diego East-West Christmas Classic
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CENTRE 38  ARIZONA 0

The 1921 San Diego East-West Christmas Classic was played on December 26, 1921, between the Centre Praying Colonels and the Arizona Wildcats. The Colonels beat the Wildcats 38-0 in the first ever Christmas Classic.

Background - Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association champion Centre was undefeated going into this game. Their upset over Harvard is considered one of the greatest upsets in college history. Arizona was in their first bowl game, led by Harold "Nosey" McClellan and his 124 points during the scoring.

	1921 San Diego East-West Christmas Classic

	1

	-
[image: ]


	2

	-
[image: ]


	3

	-
[image: ]


	4

	-
[image: ]


	Final


	Centre

	0

	-
[image: ]


	18

	-
[image: ]


	20

	-
[image: ]


	0

	-
[image: ]


	38


	Arizona

	0

	-
[image: ]


	0

	-
[image: ]


	0

	-
[image: ]


	0

	-
[image: ]


	0



Arizona Media guide Game Summary - A dominating squad from Centre (Ky.) College splashed to a 38-0 victory over Arizona in front of several thousand rain-soaked fans, spoiling Arizona’s first-ever bowl game appearance. The Praying Colonels held the Cats to zero first downs in the first half and Arizona was unable to maintain a good drive throughout the game. Centre’s Red Roberts, one of Walter Camp’s first All-American ends, scored the first touchdown five minutes into the match. Later, All-American Alvin (Bo) McMillin went over right tackle for another score. Centre led 18-0 at the half. The second half was much the same, as Centre dominated every phase. Just as Arizona was mounting a drive late in the third stanza, an interception ended Western hopes, and the Wildcat defense was unable to halt the potent Eastern attack. Centre’s Herb Covington scored on a punt return and a sweep to seal the victory.

Aftermath - Centre would play in the 1922 Dixie Classic a week later, but lose in the game that started the 12th man tradition. This was Centre's final bowl win. Arizona would have to wait until 1949 to make another bowl game and 1986 to win one.
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1922 Rose Bowl
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CALIFORNIA 0  WASHINGTON & JEFFERSON 0

The 1922 Rose Bowl was played on January 2, 1922, between the Washington & Jefferson Presidents (W&J) and the California Golden Bears. It holds several distinctions including being the only scoreless Rose Bowl Game, the first time in a Rose Bowl, the first African-American Quarterback to play in the Rose Bowl (Charles Fremont West from Washington & Jefferson), the first freshman to play in a Rose Bowl (Herb Kopf of Washington and Jefferson), and Hal Erickson (W&J) became the only man ever to play in two different Rose Bowls (1919 and 1922), with two different teams (Great Lakes Navy and W&J), without losing. It was also the last to be played at Tournament Park and to be officially known as the Tournament East-West Football Game, and with only 450 students at the time, Washington & Jefferson College was the smallest school to ever play in a Rose Bowl.
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Game summary - The Cal team was highly favored in this game, causing one sportswriter to say "All I know about Washington and Jefferson is that they're both dead."  The 1921 team, coached by Greasy Neale, went 10–0 in the regular season, defeating powerhouses Pitt, University of Detroit, and Syracuse. The 7–0 victory over rival Pitt was celebrated with a day of canceled classes and bonfire with inspiration speeches in front of the Washington County Courthouse. As the best team from the east, W&J was invited to the 1922 Rose Bowl to play the best team from the west: the undefeated and heavily favored California Golden Bears. The Red and Black could only afford to send 11 men on the cross-country trip and Robert "Mother" Murphy had to mortgage his home to pay his way. Thus, W&J would be the last Rose Bowl team to play the same 11 men the entire game. During the train ride to Pasadena, in which Greasy Neale continued to prepare his men, one player caught pneumonia and could not finish the journey. Luckily, another player had secretly stowed away on the train and was given the ill player's ticket and roster spot.  Cal had outscored their opponents on the season, 312–33, but the W&J defense held the Golden Bears' potent offense, led by Brick Muller, to no points and no completed passes, just two first downs, and only 49 yards rushing. In one of the most disputed plays in Rose Bowl history, a W&J rushing touchdown was overturned for an offside violation. The game was notable as the last time a "small school" would be represented in the Rose Bowl. W&J's team featured three Rose Bowl firsts: Herb Kopf was the first freshman to play, Charles Fremont West was the first African American to play Quarterback, and Hal Erickson became the only man ever to play in two different Rose Bowls, with two different teams, without losing. W&J's Russ Stein was named Most Valuable Player. He was inducted into the Rose Bowl Hall of Fame in 1991.
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[image: ]


TEXAS A&M 22  CENTRE 14

The 1922 Dixie Classic played between the Texas A&M Aggies and the Centre College Praying Colonels on January 2, 1922 at Fair Park Stadium in Dallas, Texas. Texas A&M defeated Centre 22–14. It is also the game in which Texas A&M's 12th man tradition originated.  Centre came into the game undefeated, outscoring its opponents by a margin of 314 to 6. It also upset Harvard in the regular season in what was later deemed one of the greatest upsets in college football history. A&M finished its regular season 5–1–2 and captured a Southwest Conference title

Game summary - Texas A&M halfback Sammy Sanders received the opening kickoff from Centre kicker Red Roberts, returning it for 45 yards. After the first down of A&M's first drive, Aggie period back and team captain Heinie Weir suffered a leg injury after getting tackled to the ground. He was moved to the sidelines. After the injury, A&M failed to gain any yards, and was forced to punt. A&M punter Tom Miller punt the ball, which was eventually caught by Tom Bartlett, who was stationed behind his goal line. Bartlett, who tried to run the ball, was immediately tackled by Fred Wilson for a safety. A&M put up two points on the scoreboard to lead Centre. Centre had never trailed in a game all season.  Centre's offensive line gave injuries to Aggie players Sanders and A. B. Morris, who were removed from the field. The Aggies played with four substitute defenders.  Before the half ended, Centre reached A&M's two-yard line. Centre's Red Roberts and Herb Covington attempted to run through for a touchdown, but were stopped by the A&M defense line. On fourth down, Roberts was stopped at the A&M six-inch mark. Referee Ernie Quigley marked the ball at the two-inch line for the Aggies. The half ended with A&M maintaining its 2–0 lead.  During halftime, A&M head Coach Dana X. Bible, after noticing the injuries on the team, called E. King Gill to the A&M bench. Gill, a reserve player who had left the A&M football squad at the end of the regular season to play basketball, was assisting sports editor Jinx Tucker in pointing out players in the press box of the stadium. Bible ordered Gill, who was in civilian clothes, to put on a football uniform in case he was needed to play in the game. Gill put on the uniform of Heine Weir, one of the injured football players, underneath the stands, since there were no dressing rooms, while Weir put on Gill's civilian clothes. Gill stood on the sidelines during the second half ready to go in, but ultimately was not called by Bible as the starting roster managed to finish, although Gill was the only substitute player available by the end of the game. However, Gill's readiness to play began the storied Twelfth Man tradition.  Once the third period started, Centre was forced to punt after they failed to gain yards on their first drive of the second half. The Aggies took over on downs, but fumbled on their first play. Centre recovered the ball on the A&M three-yard line. Centre fullback Terry Snoddy rushed in for a touchdown. Centre scored an extra point to put the score at 7–2.  After Centre's first score, A&M coach Bible chose to kick off. Centre received the ball, though fumbled it, causing three A&M tacklers to fall on the return player. Cap Murrah recovered the ball at the Centre thirty-three yard line. On A&M's possession, Puny Wilson threw the ball to Jack Evans for a touchdown. A&M restored their lead to 9–7 after scoring the extra point.  Centre fumbled the ball again on their ensuing possession, allowing the Aggies to recover it on Centre's twenty-four yard line. A&M's Miller rushed to the fourteen-yard line for a first down, and Billy McMillan chalked up five more yards. End Puny Wilson ran for a touchdown on the next down to extend the Aggies' lead to 16–7.  Once Centre got the ball again, their hopes of a comeback failed as Aggie defensive tackle Ted Winn intercepted a ball and ran forty-five yards for another A&M touchdown, increasing the score to 22–7.
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Scoring Summary

Texas A&M – Safety – Wilson tackled in end zone

Centre – Snoddy 3 yard run (Roberts kick)

Texas A&M – Evans 15 yard pass from Wilson (McMillan kick)

Texas A&M – Wilson 5 yard run (McMillan kick)

Texas A&M – Winn 45 yard interception return (Kick failed)

Centre – Covington 2 yard pass from McMillin (Roberts kick)
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WEST VIRGINIA 21  GONZAGA 13

The 1922 San Diego East-West Christmas Classic was played on December 25, 1922, between the West Virginia Mountaineers and the Gonzaga Bulldogs.  This was West Virginia's first bowl appearance as they tried to have their first ever 10 win season. The Bulldogs were on a four game winning streak, with four of those wins in the state of Washington.
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Scoring summary

West Virginia – Nardacci 12 yard run (Ekberg kick)

West Virginia – Meredith 80 yard interception return (Ekberg kick)

West Virginia – Simons 16 yard pass from Nardacci (Ekberg kick)

Gonzaga – Bross 55 yard pass from Stockton (Kick failed)

Gonzaga – Bross 2 yard run (Stockton kick)

Game summary - West Virginia took a lead on Nick Nardacci's 12 yard touchdown run, the only score in the first quarter. Russ Meredith returned an interception 80 yards to make the score 14-0 at halftime. Jack Simons caught a touchdown pass from Nardacci in the third to make it 21-0. The Bulldogs narrowed the lead on two touchdown from Matt Bross (one reception and one run), but it only made it 21-13 as the Mountaineers held on to win their first bowl game and have a 10 win season.

Aftermath - West Virginia would not make another bowl game until 1938. This was Gonzaga's only bowl game.
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USC 14  PENN STATE 3

The 1923 Rose Bowl, played on January 1, 1923.  It was the 9th Rose Bowl Game. The USC Trojans defeated the Penn State Nittany Lions 14-3. Leo Calland, a USC guard, was named the Rose Bowl Player of the Game when the award was created in 1953 and selections were made retroactively. It was the first bowl game appearance for both the University of Southern California and Pennsylvania State University football teams. It was also the first Tournament of Roses football game held in the newly constructed Rose Bowl Stadium, although games had been played in it prior to this game.  The game now known as the Rose Bowl Game was played at Tournament Park until 1922 when it was known as the "Tournament East-West football game". Organizers of the Tournament of Roses realized that the temporary stands were inadequate for a crowd of 40,000+, and sought to build a better, permanent stadium.  The Rose Bowl was designed by architect Myron Hunt in 1921. His design, as well as the name for the stadium, was influenced by the Yale Bowl. The Arroyo Seco (translation "dry stream") was selected as the location for the stadium. The Rose Bowl was under construction from 1921 to 1922.  A number of regular season games were played there before the actual Tournament of Roses football game to try out the new stadium. USC had actually already played three games in the new stadium: USC lost to California in the very first game in the stadium on October 28, 1922 and defeated Idaho and Washington State in the new stadium to close out their season. The Olympic Club also played a football game there. The stadium was dedicated officially on January 1, 1923.

Penn State Nittany Lions - In the 1921 season, Penn State was 8–2–0 with wins over Navy, Georgia Tech, and Washington. In the 1922 season the Lions opened with wins over St. Bonaventure, William and Mary, Gettysburg, Lebanon Valley. By mid-October they were viewed as a likely candidate to be invited to play in the Rose Bowl. On October 21, the Nittany Lions got their fifth straight season win against Middlebury for their homecoming game. Penn State was officially extended an invitation by the Tournament committee, and they accepted.  The Lions tied Syracuse 0–0 at the Polo Grounds in New York City in front of their largest seasonal crowd to date, 25,000. Then the Nittany Lions lost to Navy 0–14 in Washington D.C., breaking a 30-game undefeated streak on November 3. Despite the loss, the Tournament selection committee re-affirmed its choice. They beat Carnegie Tech, but the Tournament committee still faced controversy. They re-affirmed their decision again. The Nittany Lions then lost to in-state rivals Pennsylvania and Pittsburgh.

USC Trojans - The Trojans opened 5-0 to start the season. This was the first season of competition in the Pacific Coast Conference for the USC Trojans. The first PCC conference game was against California. The very first game in the Rose Bowl stadium was the regular season contest on October 28, 1922 when Cal defeated USC 12-0. This was the only loss for USC, and California finished the season undefeated. Cal declined the invitation to the 1923 Rose Bowl game by vote of the associated students. This made the deciding games to be whether Cal would defeat Washington by more than 12, and whether USC would defeat Stanford on November 11. USC went on to beat Occidental and Stanford. The Trojans then played Idaho, and Washington State in the new Rose Bowl stadium and defeated both. The Trojans actually finished fourth in the PCC behind Cal, Oregon, and Washington. The PCC committee held a mail vote. The Trojans were given the berth on the basis of the defeat of Washington State and the tie between Washington and Oregon on Thanksgiving Day. The Trojans received six of eight conference votes.
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Scoring Summary

Penn State - Palm 20 yard Field goal

USC – Campbell 1 yard run (Hawkins kick)

USC – Baker 1 yard run (Hawkins kick)

Game summary - The 29-member Penn State traveling party left State College, Pennsylvania by train on December 19. They stopped in Chicago and the Grand Canyon. They arrived in Pasadena, California on December 24. The Nittany Lions worked out in the Rose Bowl stadium, alternating with the Trojans. Lions coach Bezdek was noted for changing their play style frequently.  The morning of the game on January 1, the team watched the Tournament of Roses Parade. The Lions left in several taxi cabs at 11 a.m. for the drive to the Rose Bowl, but as the 2:15 p.m. kickoff approached, the team was delayed by post-parade traffic. Only after the cab drivers drove over the lawns of local residents, did the Penn State team finally reach the Rose Bowl stadium. When the team arrived, they found kickoff already had been delayed by 10 minutes. Penn State coach Hugo Bezdek and USC coach Gus Henderson almost came to blows as Bezdek successfully lobbied game officials for additional warmup time. The game finally started an hour late and ended in moonlight, with sportswriters lighting matches in order to finish their stories.  Penn State scored first on a 20-yard drop-kick field goal by Mike Palm. Roy "Bullet" Baker rushed for 123 yards and one touchdown for the Trojans. The Lions were held to five first downs and 104 yards.

Aftermath - The nearby Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum also was under construction during this time and would be completed in May 1923. It would become the home stadium for both USC and UCLA for decades until UCLA moved to the Rose Bowl for its home games in 1982.   The game was the first USC game attended by Giles Pellerin, at the time a high school student; Pellerin, who became known as the "Super Fan", would go on to attend 797 consecutive USC football games over a period of 73 years until his death at age 91 just outside the same stadium in 1998.
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WASHINGTON 14  NAVY 14

The 1924 Rose Bowl was played between the independent Navy Midshipmen and the Washington Huskies, a member of the Pacific Coast Conference (PCC). The game took place on January 1, 1924, at the Rose Bowl stadium in Pasadena, California. The game opened in front of approximately 40,000 people and ended in a 14–14 tie. It was the first post-season bowl game for both teams. The 1924 game was the tenth edition of the Rose Bowl, which had first been played in 1902. The Rose Bowl stadium had been constructed in 1923, making this edition the second game played in the arena.  The game's organizers had previously selected a team from the East Coast and the West Coast, and asked the Washington Huskies to represent the West Coast. Washington requested that the Navy Midshipmen be their opponents, and Navy accepted. Washington selected Navy in favor of several teams from the east which had amassed better records. Both teams had suffered only a single loss during the season, but Washington had won eight games compared with Navy's five, although Navy had also amassed two ties. Predictions gave Washington a slight advantage in the game due to the weight difference between the teams: the Washington players were on average 10 pounds heavier than those of Navy.  The game kicked off in the afternoon; heavy rain showers had fallen the day before, causing a slight delay. The first quarter was scoreless, but Navy scored a touchdown on the first play of the second quarter. Washington answered Navy with a 23-yard touchdown run on the next drive. Near the end of the second quarter, Navy scored a touchdown on a two-yard run, giving them a 14–7 halftime lead. The third quarter was a defensive stalemate as neither team scored. Navy fumbled the ball on their own ten-yard line late in the quarter. Four plays afterward, Washington tied the game on a 12-yard touchdown pass. Navy threw an interception at midfield, and Washington drove down to the Navy 20-yard line before attempting a game-winning field goal. The kick missed and the game ended shortly afterwards.  For his performance in the game Navy Quarterback Ira McKee was named the Most Valuable Player. Navy led in nearly every statistical aspect of the contest. 

Navy - The Navy Midshipmen entered the Rose Bowl under Coach Bob Folwell with five wins, one loss, and two ties (5–1–2). Navy's sole loss in the 1923 season came in their annual game against Penn State, which they lost 21–3. All five of Navy's wins came against eastern teams, including Colgate and William and Mary, and two of Navy's wins were shutouts, against Colgate and Saint Xavier. Navy tied 0–0 with Army in the 1923 Army–Navy Game, the last game of the season, played on November 23 in front of nearly 70,000 spectators—including high-ranking military officials. Their other tie was a 3–3 game against Princeton. Navy was selected by Washington to participate in the Rose Bowl, although several teams with better records were eligible. Both Cornell and Yale finished the season with an undefeated 8–0 record. Eleven teams finished with only one loss, including Furman (10–1), Notre Dame (9–1), and the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) (9–1).

Washington - The Washington Huskies entered the 1924 Rose Bowl with a record of eight wins and one loss (8–1) under Coach Enoch Bagshaw. Washington opened their season with victories over teams from the battleships Mississippi and New York; because these teams did not represent colleges, they were not considered an official part of Washington's schedule. Washington's first official game ended with a 34–0 shutout of Willamette, which was followed by four more shutouts. Washington's next game was a 26–14 victory over PCC opponent Montana—the first points Washington allowed all season. The squad's following game was their sole loss: a 9–0 shutout by conference opponent California. Washington finished the regular season with two straight wins over conference opponents, including a victory in the Apple Cup over Washington State.
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Scoring Summary

Navy – Cullen 22 yard pass from McKee (McKee kick)

Washington – Wilson 23 yard run (Kick good)

Navy – McKee 2 yard run (McKee kick)

Washington – Bryan 12 yard pass from Abel (Kick good)

Pre-game buildup - The 1924 Rose Bowl was the first meeting between Navy and Washington, and was the first bowl game that either team participated in. The competitors were announced on November 30, 1923, and the teams arrived for the bowl in mid-December, holding practices until the evening before the game. It was estimated that 52,000 people would attend the game. For the first time, the participating teams were responsible for ticket sales, and as a result only 40,000 people actually attended.  The strategy has been used since, with only a small number of tickets allocated to Tournament officials for each yearly edition. A large number of tickets were sold to a navy fleet which was called to service on December 31, the day before the game. The competition was the first Rose Bowl to be broadcast on radio, and was aired by a local Pasadena station.

First half - The game began at the rescheduled time, with a temperature of 52 °F and the field still wet. Because of the playing conditions, running plays were ineffective, which caused problems for the Washington offense. Navy instead used passing plays, which the Washington defense had trouble stopping. Navy was driving down to the 22-yard line of Washington when the first quarter ended. Navy controlled the first quarter, completing all six passing attempts and holding the Washington offense to under 100 yards gained.  On their first play of the second quarter, Navy scored a touchdown on a pass play from Ira McKee to Carl Cullen. McKee kicked the extra point for Navy, giving them a 7–0 lead. In an attempt to trick Washington, Navy tried an onside kick on the next play, but Washington recovered the ball. After two short running plays, Washington Quarterback Fred Abel completed a 23-yard pass to running back Kinsley Dubois, bringing Washington inside the 25-yard line. On the next play, running back George Wilson ran the ball 23 yards for a touchdown. Washington's kicker converted the extra point to tie the game at 7–7. After several drives from each team that did not result in further scoring, Navy completed a 57-yard pass down to the Washington eight-yard line. Two plays later, Ira McKee ran the ball in from two yards out for a touchdown, then afterward converted the extra point. The first half ended with Navy leading by 14–7, having completed all 11 passes they attempted.

Second half - Both teams' defenses controlled the third quarter, allowing no points to be scored. Navy's McKee completed three more pass plays before his first incompletion, which came on his fourteenth attempt. Washington's offense had little success in the third quarter, being held to only a few yards gained and turning the ball over once. In the fourth quarter, after several unsuccessful drives by each team, Navy made a major error. After being stopped on their own 26-yard line, Navy improperly lined up in a punt formation, and the center snapped the ball over the punter's head. The ball was recovered by Washington on the Navy ten-yard line. Washington lost two yards in three plays, and faced a fourth down from the Navy 12-yard line. Washington stacked their offensive line, allowing their left guard, James Bryan, to become an eligible receiver. Fred Abel passed the ball to Bryan, who caught it just short of the goal line and walked into the end zone for the touchdown. Washington's kicker then converted the extra point, tying the game at 14.  Navy received the ball from Washington and began to throw it erratically. After
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