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Dear students,

I help French language students progress from beginner to advanced level, and the DELF B1 is an important milestone for every learner. As you probably know, preparing for the DELF B1 gives you the opportunity to improve your skills, but above all this diploma will allow you to demonstrate your proficiency in French, whether you wish to find a job or enter a university in France or Canada. I help each of you reach this goal, and most of you share the same difficulties:

	A lack of self-confidence. Speaking a foreign language is difficult — we constantly make many mistakes and it can be quite frustrating. Because we are afraid of making mistakes, we often choose not to speak. This is the greatest problem for language learners, regardless of the language. We avoid confronting reality for fear of looking stupid, and as a result we stay that way.
 

	Not knowing what to expect. Most students take this exam for the first time, and it is sometimes their very first exam in French. It is therefore difficult to know what to expect.
 

	Oral practice. There are many methods for practising for the exam, but oral production is always the most difficult. I would simply say that most students do not structure their presentation enough. They do not take advantage of the opportunity to improve their score, even though it is easier than it looks.
 


This is why I decided to gather all my experience with this exam — to explain what to do for the oral production section, along with more than 150 typical topics that you will encounter at the DELF B1 exam.

I am convinced this will help you save time and energy. My goal is for you to be able to take this exam with confidence. For any questions, contact me by email at jean@getsetfrench.com


Jean K Mathieu
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​About the Author

[image: ]


I teach French and specialise in exam and interview preparation as well as pronunciation.

For several years I have been helping French language learners achieve their goals: succeeding the DELF, improving their TEF score, going through interviews with universities or to work in French companies, and travelling to France with confidence.
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​Introduction
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Knowing a lot of vocabulary and all of French grammar does not mean you can succeed at this exam. You must be prepared to take the DELF B1. You must know what the examiners expect from you. They do not expect you to speak fluently; however, they do expect you to have the skills required for this level.

Passing the DELF B1 is not only a matter of language skills. As teachers, we want our students to succeed, but being able to speak French is not sufficient to pass the DELF B1. Examiners expect you to have organised and structured thoughts and to answer questions in a logical manner using the required skills.
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​The DELF Diploma
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●  is a lifetime diploma and internationally recognised proof of your French proficiency

●  is based on the international standard used in 164 countries (CEFR)

●  is an official international document that adds value to your CV

●  offers advantages for access to higher education. It is internationally recognised by French-speaking higher education institutions, including in Canada.

●  is recognised by universities in France (B2 and above)

●  opens doors to career choices in Canada and around the world


Passing the DELF B1 will not only allow you to determine your level of French, but also to:


●  motivate yourself

●  learn

●  progress

●  practise

●  balance all your skills
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​Skills Required for DELF B1
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Here are the skills required for level B1 according to the CEFR:

Listening 
Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. 
Can understand the main point of many radio or TV programmes on current affairs or topics of personal or professional interest.
Reading 
Can understand texts that consist mainly of high-frequency everyday or job-related language. 
Can understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal letters.
Spoken production 
Can produce simple connected text on topics that are familiar or of personal interest. Can briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans. 
Can narrate a story or relate the plot of a book or film and describe reactions.
Spoken interaction 
Can deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken. 
Can enter unprepared into conversation on topics that are familiar, of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life (e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).
Writing 
Can write simple connected text on topics that are familiar or of personal interest. 
Can write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.
Range 
Has enough language and vocabulary to get by with some hesitation and circumlocutions on topics such as family, hobbies and interests, work, travel and current events.
Coherence 
Can link a series of shorter, discrete, simple elements into a connected, linear sequence of points.

​
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​Key Competencies
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By the end of level B1, learners should be able to:


●  Follow the main points of an extended discussion on familiar topics

●  Share and ask for opinions in informal conversations with friends

●  Keep a conversation or discussion going

●  Handle most situations that come up when travelling by public transport

●  Manage the main challenges of organising a trip, whether at a travel agency or during the journey itself

●  Join in unprepared conversations on familiar topics

●  Make a complaint

●  Take the initiative during an interview or consultation

●  Ask someone to clarify or expand on what they have just said

●  Take messages and pass on requests for information

●  Explain a difficulty

●  Provide the specific information needed in an interview or consultation

●  Explain why something is a problem

●  Give an opinion on a news item, article, talk, discussion, interview or documentary; answer follow-up questions and summarise them

●  Conduct a prepared interview by checking and confirming information

●  Explain how to do something and give step-by-step instructions

●  Confidently exchange a large amount of factual information on both familiar and less familiar topics in their field

●  Give a detailed description of everyday aspects of their life, such as people, places, work or academic experience

●  Describe past activities and personal experiences

●  Describe daily routines and habits

●  Describe plans and how they are organised

●  Express likes and dislikes

●  Give a simple, brief description of events and activities

●  Describe familiar objects and animals

●  Use straightforward descriptive language to talk about things they own and to make comparisons
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​Essential Vocabulary
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Everyday life


●  family

●  personal relationships

●  leisure and hobbies

●  going out / social activities

●  shopping

●  transport

●  travel

●  accommodation

●  public services and official bodies


People:


●  the body

●  health

●  personality and character

●  clothing and appearance


Emotions and feelings:


●  joy

●  sadness

●  disappointment

●  boredom

●  fear

●  regret

●  surprise

●  curiosity

●  indifference


Places:


●  cities, the countryside, the natural world


Events:


●  encounters, incidents, accidents, natural phenomena


The workplace:


●  companies and organisations, employment


Education:


●  the school system, training and qualifications



Media:


●  TV programmes, newspapers, the internet


Current affairs — everyday news, human interest stories and social issues

The arts:


●  cinema, literature (short stories, tales), theatre, painting, live performances
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​Essential Grammar
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Past tenses


●  Passé composé vs. imparfait — knowing when to use each

●  Past participle agreement with the subject (with être)

●  Past participle agreement with the direct object (with avoir)

●  The pluperfect (plus-que-parfait)


The future


●  The simple future — talking about future plans

●  The near future (futur proche) — talking about what is about to happen


The present conditional


●  Expressing wishes (j'aimerais, je voudrais, ça me ferait plaisir de)

●  Expressing desires

●  Giving advice

●  Expressing hypothetical situations


The past conditional


●  Expressing regret

●  Expressing reproach


Reported speech


●  In the present and in the past


Sequence of tenses

The subjunctive


●  Expressing possibility

●  Expressing obligation

●  After verbs of feeling

●  After verbs of opinion




The passive voice


●  Describing an action

●  Using "on" as an impersonal subject


The gerund (en + present participle)


●  Expressing how something is done

●  Expressing a condition

●  Expressing two simultaneous actions


Expressing hypothetical situations


●  Real/likely condition: Si + present / future

●  Unreal/unlikely condition: Si + imparfait / present conditional

●  Expressing regret (past): Si + pluperfect / past conditional

●  Expressing regret (with present consequence): Si + pluperfect / present conditional


Double object pronouns

Simple relative pronouns: qui, que, dont, où

Possessive pronouns

Demonstrative pronouns

Expressing restriction: ne... que (only)

Common impersonal expressions


●  Il est interdit de (it is forbidden to)

●  Il est utile de (it is useful to)

●  Il est important de (it is important to)


Talking about time


●  Expressing duration: pendant / depuis

●  Expressing a point in time: dans / il y a

●  Time adverbs for the past and the future


Expressing location


●  Prepositions and adverbs of place


Adverbs of manner — formed with -ment

Making
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