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“I have been blessed mega-tons by the opportunity to deal with teens for over thirty years and I know of no other topic more pertinent in the life of a teenage boy than his relationship with his father. I believe an all-knowing God planned it this way and calls Himself our heavenly Father to give us a target for which to aim. I know of no other father/son team that is better equipped than Josh and Jim Weidmann to take God’s Word and provide a biblical road map to get us there … knowing that every road we travel must lead to the cross!

JOE WHITE
PRESIDENT, KANAKUK KAMPS




“Dads matter. How much thought and effort we intentionally invest in our strategic role as fathers will be reflected in the lives of our sons and daughters. YOU are what your child needs. I like what Josh wrote: ‘Your teens love you and want you in their lives.’ In this warm and personal book, Josh shows us dads how to listen and connect with our kids. I have known Josh for years. I know of his journey, and now you will too.”

TIMOTHY SMITH
 AUTHOR, SPEAKER, FAMILY COACH, AND PRESIDENT,
 LIFE SKILLS for AMERICAN FAMILIES




“Relationship! Relationship! Relationship! Dads connecting with their kids leads to kids connecting with their heavenly Father. When those relationships pulsate with life, then our children, families, churches, and our culture will do a 180-degree turn. And not be a minute too soon. My friends, Jim and Josh, have demonstrated that father/son connection with God and each other. The lessons they learned in their relationship make getting this book into the hands of every dad a must!”

BARRY ST. CLAIR
 PRESIDENT and FOUNDER of REACH OUT YOUTH SOLUTIONS




“For several decades, working directly with and indirectly for teenagers, I’ve become increasingly convinced that the role a father plays in the lives of his children is absolutely pivotal. But by stating the case through the eyes of teenagers (and Josh himself—not too far out of the teen years), the message comes across more powerfully. What would teenagers tell their dads if they felt they’d really listen? Before reading this book I thought, Isn’t it nice that dads who really botch up this fatherhood thing now have something to help them? But when I was just a few pages into it, I realized that this book is for all fathers—no matter how good or how bad they’re doing in this all-important job of raising godly sons and daughters. Personally, despite being a very hands-on father, I came away determined to do an even better job at raising my own teenagers.”

BOB WALISZEWSKI
 TEEN, MEDIA, AND YOUTH CULTURE SPECIALIST




“At last, a book from a savvy, articulate youth about the longings and aspirations that teenagers have for a deepening relationship with their dads. I can’t think of anyone better to write this than Josh Weidmann and his dad, Jim. They have done us all a great favor!”

DR. JOSEPH M. STOWELL
 FORMER PRESIDENT, MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE
 TEACHING PASTOR, HARVEST BIBLE CHAPEL
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Dad, I dedicate this book to you. From my beginning days you have encouraged me in the way I should go—helping me to know Christ and Him crucified, keeping God’s Word on the forefront of my mind, and teaching me the eternal power of prayer. You are my dad, my coach, my hero, and my friend. Thank you for being a mighty man of God and molding me to be the same.

Mom, this book is for you, too. Thank you for helping Dad to be the father he is, for being our family’s steady heartbeat of Christ’s love, and for giving my passion an aim.

I love you Dad and Mom.

—Josh Weidmann
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First, I want to dedicate this book to my father, Larry Weidmann. One of the most significant impacts on my life has been my dad. By making his children a priority in his life, he was able to model what godly fatherhood is really all about. This book is a tribute to the legacy he has passed. Second, I want to dedicate this to my loving wife. Her unconditional love and nurturing spirit for our children have helped instill their strong sense of worth and spiritual understanding. I thank God for how she completes me. Third, I want to dedicate this to Joshua. His passion for God is a blessing to my soul.

—Jim Weidmann
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FOREWORD
BY JOSH MCDOWELL

ABOUT THE FIRST favor Josh Weidmann ever did for me was to turn me down.

It was right after the Columbine High School shootings in 1999. Josh was already neck-deep in a Christian student response to the tragedy, and even though I hadn’t met him yet, I called to offer to come speak.

Josh said thanks, but no. The students didn’t really want adults talking to them, he said. At least not yet. It was students who had died at the hands of their peers. It was the blood of teenagers—their friends—spilled in school hallways. The only ones they were opening up to so far, Josh told me, were other teens.

Right there I got a full dose of Josh’s special passion. He has a heart to reach his generation for Christ, but not without listening carefully first. That’s what he does as well as any young man I’ve met. Wherever he speaks across the country—youth rallies, conferences, high school assemblies, music festivals, concerts—Josh shares the hope of the gospel for our times. He shares himself. And when he’s done, teens line up to share their lives with him. What do they say? Things they wouldn’t think of saying to any adult— father, teacher, pastor, you name it.

This book, Dad, If You Only Knew, is Josh’s careful, passionate, and authentic report back to dads of what he’s hearing from our kids. In these pages, you’ll hear the truth. You’ll hear the heart cry of a generation in crisis. And you’ll understand right away where you can start to make a dynamic impact as their father.

I don’t need to alarm you by quoting statistics that indicate what our teens are up against these days. They face unprecedented pressures and dangers. They’re getting mowed down, chewed up, and spit out by the big, bad world. That, we know.

But do we really know what they’re needing, asking for, pleading for from their parents? Have we listened—really? Do we know what they need most from a dad?

My friend, we can’t afford not to listen and respond.

Adding special impact to this report to dads is the seasoned advice of Jim Weidmann, Josh’s own dad, who is well known for his Heritage Builders seminars for parents, and his work with Shirley Dobson as co-chair of the National Day of Prayer. You’ll find his perspective helpful, practical, and seasoned in Scripture. And as you’ll find out, the relationship between Dad and Son Weidmann is genuinely respectful and affectionate—reality-tested enough from Josh’s teen years to give them both plenty of great stories!

Since our first meeting, I’ve been privileged to share the stage with Josh at the one-year anniversary of the Columbine shooting, on Moody Bible Institute’s Open Line Radio, in front of over sixty thousand youth at the “Acquire the Fire” event held at the Detroit Silver Dome, and at other youth events around the country. More importantly I have had the chance to spend time with Josh one-on-one over coffee or a meal. My conclusion: he’s the real deal.

That’s why I believe the Lord can use the Weidmanns’ book to give Christian dads the tools they need to succeed, and the motivation to do so with all their hearts. I highly recommend it.

Josh McDowell

P.S. Actually, Josh didn’t turn me down completely. He gave me seven minutes. Seven times sixty seconds. (Then he whisked me off to a side room where I spent time with area youth pastors.) You gotta love a kid like that!


PREFACE

DAD, I WANT to show you something.

It’s a line of teens waiting to talk. These kids look pretty much like any teen from anywhere in the country. They’ve been lining up like this in front of me night after night across North America for the past six years. The line forms every time I finish speaking at youth rallies, school assemblies, camps, and conferences. Trust me, they’re not here because I’m so special, and it sure isn’t because I have all the answers. The kids just want to talk. Because I’ve come to challenge them to know and follow Jesus Christ, they know I care. And because I—like a lot of kids in my Colorado hometown—experienced the pain of the Columbine High School shootings firsthand, they know that I can relate to the fears of their generation. So they line up.

To talk about what? Well, the stuff they’re doing and feeling and thinking about—the stuff they think no one else could ever dream up. Words tumble out. Sometimes the teens speak in whispers, sometimes they yell or sob. As they talk, I see one fact emerging over and over:

What they’re sharing with me, they really wish they could tell you. Their dad.

Sure, it can be hard for a teen to talk to Dad. And often it’s not Dad’s fault at all. In fact, right now your teens may act or talk like they don’t need you at all. Do any of the following describe your recent relationship with your teen?


• Your teen hasn’t initiated a conversation with you for months.

• Your teen is embarrassed to be seen with you in public.

• Your teen thinks your taste in music, clothes, and friends is totally off.

• Your teen makes a point of letting you know how much she doesn’t need your opinions, advice, time, questions, or maybe (on a really hostile day) even your money.



Take heart, dads. I hear it all the time: If a teen could say anything to you, he’d say, Dad, I need you.

Really.

If saying that—Dad, I need you—was cool, I think teens would say it all the time. They’d whisper it to you when they got up. They’d text message it to you on their cell phones. They’d shout it from the highest mountains … Dad! I need you!

But, well, I guess it’s not cool. For whatever reason, most teens are reluctant or embarrassed to talk to you—their own father! Maybe they fear that you’ll laugh at them or blow them off.

That’s why I wrote this book. I’m a messenger, not an expert. But I love this generation of young people, and I feel called by God’s grace to do my part. The lines of teens have convinced me—if we are going to call youth to a saving relationship with their heavenly Father, it helps for them to first have a vibrant relationship with their earthly dad.

My prayer is that the rest of the book you’re holding will help you hear what your kids are really saying and respond with your whole heart.

—Josh
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