
[image: Illustration]


 

 

NICK HOLT has published a number of books on sport, music, film and other aspects of popular culture. His particular passion is association football or soccer.


 

 

Recent Mammoth titles

 

The Mammoth Football Quiz Book

The Mammoth Book of Special Forces Training

The Mammoth Book of Everest

The Mammoth Book of Muhammad Ali

The Mammoth Book of Best British Crime 11

The Mammoth Book of Conspiracies

The Mammoth Book of Superstition

The Mammoth Book of Lost Symbols

The Mammoth Book of Brain Games

The Mammoth Book of Logical Brain Games

The Mammoth Book of More Bizarre Crimes

The Mammoth Book of Kaiju

The Mammoth Book of Jack the Ripper Stories

The Mammoth Book of the Adventures of Moriarty

The Mammoth Book of Best New SF 28

The Mammoth Book of Weird Records

The Mammoth Book of Frankenstein

The Mammoth Book of Dieselpunk

The Mammoth Book of Sherlock Holmes Abroad

The Mammoth Book of the Vietnam War

The Mammoth Book of Skulls

The Mammoth Book of New Tattoo Art

The Mammoth Book of Westerns


The Mammoth Book of

THE WORLD CUP

NICK HOLT

[image: Illustration]


 

 

ROBINSON

First published in Great Britain in 2014 by Constable & Robinson Ltd

This updated edition published in 2018 by Robinson

Copyright © Nick Holt, 2014, 2018

The moral right of the author has been asserted.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

A CIP catalogue record for this book
is available from the British Library.

ISBN: 978-1-4721-1051-0

Robinson
An imprint of
Little, Brown Book Group
Carmelite House
50 Victoria Embankment
London EC4Y 0DZ

An Hachette UK Company

www.hachette.co.uk
www.littlebrown.co.uk


CONTENTS

Author’s Note

Bibliography

A Brief(-ish) Guide to Terms and Tactics

The Organisation of Football

Early Days

World Cup 1930

Football at the Olympics

World Cup 1934

Oriundi

World Cup 1938

Post-War

World Cup 1950

World Cup 1954

The Best Side Never to Win the World Cup

Braziiiiiil!

World Cup 1958

Age

World Cup 1962

Indiscipline

Back Home

World Cup 1966

Wingers

World Cup 1970

Golden Boots & Balls of Gold

Total Football

World Cup 1974

Referees

World Cup 1978

Heroes & Villains

World Cup 1982

Substitutes

World Cup 1986

Appearances

World Cup 1990

World Cup Movies

Globalisation

Women’s World Cup

World Cup 1994

Over-rated Players

World Cup 1998

The Bridesmaid up the Aisle

World Cup 2002

Coaches

World Cup 2006

Filthy Lucre

World Cup 2010

World Cup 2014

England at the World Cup

Clubs

What the Future Holds

World Cup 2018

Best of the Best


AUTHOR’S NOTE

There have been a lot of books published about football in recent years – that man Hornby is to blame, the success of Fever Pitch prompted a generation of intelligent football fans and observers to air their views on the game’s socio-political significance. Articulate and well-conceived theories expounded how the game taught us about the nature of history’s conflicts; how football is a mirror for the economic corruption that blights the western political arena; how a nation’s way of playing the game represents a profound statement about its people; how a passion for football can lift underpaid, socially marginalised people out of a spiral of neglect and poverty. Mostly claptrap, but interesting and well written.

What takes place on the field is, however, my primary motivation. The politics and the scandals and the off-field shenanigans in Colombian jewellery shops provide the sequins and baubles, but the football is the party dress, be it the beige of 1962 and 2010 or the Vivienne Westwood-like extravagance of 1958 or 1970. A naff analogy, possibly, but this is the sporting event that is invariably hailed in the modern era as The Greatest Show on Earth – yes, the capacity of the football authorities and the compliant media to over-hype the game has reached epic proportions. The 2010 World Cup was like watching a Cecil B. DeMille movie; huge budgets, no expense spared on costume and make-up, eye-catching lead players. But like DeMille’s movies the end product was stale and uninspiring. It’s to be hoped the 2014 tournament will restore one’s faith.

Analysing football is a little like being a film critic – sorry to push the cinema theme but stay with me, I’m on a roll. The best team doesn’t always win the World Cup, just as the best directors don’t always make the best movies – winning the World Cup is often about coming to the boil at the right time, finding the right man to play the starring role (Paolo Rossi in 1982) or having the best ensemble cast (Spain in 2010). Like a film critic, a football writer reserves the right to disagree with the generally held opinion. James Cameron hasn’t made a good film since 1992 (Titanic and Avatar were appalling abuses of enormous amounts of money); England’s World Cup achievements under Sven-Göran Eriksson were actually quite impressive, not a national disgrace; Johnny Depp is a terrible actor (a Cristiano Ronaldo step-over without the rest of Ronaldo); the modern Spanish side are not the “best ever”, they’re just better than the mediocre competition, over-rated by a handful of pretentious purists. Read on – I’ll prove it. (Of course I won’t, but I will attempt to justify it – except the Johnny Depp bit; I actually rather like him and probably won’t mention him again.)

There are technical observations to be made and facts to be adhered to. Germany won 1–0, blah blah blah, the referee missed a clear handball, blah blah blah. But behind the facts there are stories; mysterious sins of omission, injuries to key players, coaching volte faces, they all contribute to the ongoing saga. Why did Brazil not contribute in 1966, despite winning the two previous tournaments and the next one? Why did Alf Ramsey take off Bobby Charlton in 1970? Why did Johann Cruyff not go to the 1978 World Cup? Why did one of Germany’s greatest players never play in the World Cup? They are all questions that affected the destiny of the trophy. There are titbits, too; I love a titbit; small facts or incidents that didn’t change the course of anything much, but give one a little frisson of excitement on discovery. The rubbing of the hands with glee when we discover that Wayne Rooney’s grandmother played in the first ladies’ match at Anfield or Andrei Shevchenko was born in a Soviet Gulag to a dissident journalist. Both of these are untrue, by the way, but there are dozens like them, no less startling, that are true.

Football fans like their stats, so there are lots of tables, some with obvious stuff, some with more quirky observations. The need for “Best ofs” and “Teams of” are satisfied, to spark the popular pre-match pub game of “Right, what’s your best-ever Holland team . . .” No? Never played that? Oh dear, I appear to have misjudged my audience . . .

There are accounts of epic games and mini biographies of favourite World Cup heroes. And not just the Finals and the great players, but games that you probably didn’t bother watching at 4 o’clock on a Sunday afternoon in 1986, and balding playmakers from unfashionable German clubs in the 1990s. The great players didn’t always shine in the World Cup – George Best and Alfredo Di Stéfano never even made it to the Finals, while the modern Messi(ah) has been a shadow of his Barca self playing for Argentina.

Here we go then – a chronological (why any other way?) history of the world’s second greatest sporting event. Only second? Unless you slept through last year’s Olympics you couldn’t make an opposing case. That’s not disrespectful to football, just the bigger picture.

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the extensive bibliography, to David for the copyedit, and to Duncan, Becca and everyone at Constable & Robinson for allowing me to indulge myself. And thanks to my adorable wife Nicole for pretending to be vaguely interested when I shared yet another meaningless titbit of World Cup trivia.

Naming

In the text, footballers’ surnames are used for the most part, as is the convention and unless a first name is required to distinguish between, say, two Charltons or van der Kerkhofs. The principal exception to this rule are the Brazilians who have that engaging habit of adopting a “football name” to be known by. Part of the reason is the repetition of names, and the complexity and length of some of the family names; the other part is explained only by the suggestion that it is just a very Brazilian thing to do. Read Alex Bellos’ book if you want a more detailed explanation, otherwise just accept it and love them for it. One thing I did learn is that Ronaldinho means “Little Ronaldo” and was first used so he wasn’t confused with the existing Ronaldo. Bless.

The Portuguese have adopted the same methodology, but less consistently, and – don’t ask me why – somehow, especially in recent years when footballers have social media to feed, it smacks more of affectation. Turkey also used to list players by their first names, and occasionally still do.
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I have also read a large number of biographies and autobiographies over the years which have influenced this book, and used innumerable websites, including the much-maligned, but now much-improved Wikipedia. (Authors seldom admit to consulting Wikipedia, but don’t believe those who say they don’t.)


A BRIEF(-ISH) GUIDE TO TERMS AND TACTICS

This isn’t a history of football, so I won’t go into great detail about the game’s origins, but it is necessary to understand the changes in the way coaches and teams have approached the game over the years.

The first proper formation to evolve from the game’s early days of kick-and-rush was the 2–3–5 (see Figure 1; annotation of football formations dispenses with the need to include the goalkeeper, so there is no need to write 1–2–3–5). The two defenders playing in front of the goalkeeper were called full-backs, but weren’t wide players in the modern sense, but old-fashioned win-the-ball-andclear-it types. In front of them was the centre-half, who combined tackling with distribution in a pivotal role, while the two half-backs either side of him shared defensive and attacking duties. Up front the centre-forward – usually the blood-and-thunder type – would be flanked by two wingers, whose job was to get to the byline and deliver crosses; cutting in and shooting was very rare, the only time the winger came infield was when the ball was crossed from the opposite flank. In between the wingers and the centre-forward were inside-forwards, often the cannier players who created space and fed passes through for the wingers to collect.

Goalkeeper
Right full-back      Left full-back
Right-half      Centre-half      Left-half
Right-wing      Inside-right      Centre-forward      Inside-left      Left-wing
Figure 1: 2–3–5 formation

This method of setting out a team remained the norm until the 1920s, when innovative coaches such as Herbert Chapman at Huddersfield (later Arsenal) started to tweak the system to gain an advantage. Tweaks were frowned upon by the authorities – there was a clear English notion of how to play the game, and innovation and divergence were treated with suspicion. Playing a swift passing game like most Scottish teams (as opposed to the English preference for a dribble-based cavalry charge) was one thing, but withdrawing one’s centre-half to play as an extra defender – why, sir, that’s not the game!

Chapman developed a system where the centre-half filled in between the full-backs and the inside-forwards dropped a little deeper to link play between the defence and forwards. It is referred to by football historians as WM (see Figure 2); 3–2–2–3 if you will. Even with this system most English sides still relied on pace and power to get results; the wiles of the inside-forwards were relevant only to offer passes for swift wingers to provide ammunition for battering-ram strikers.

Goalkeeper
Right full-back      Centre-half      Left full-back
Right-half      Left-half
Inside-right      Inside-left
Right-wing      Centre-forward      Inside-left
Figure 2: 3–2–2–3 formation

Elsewhere the game moved on; in the 1930s central European sides developed a game based on movement off the ball and bewildering, intricate passing, especially in the Central European countries, where Austria pioneered the style under their thoughtful coach Hugo Meisl. English coaches didn’t even discuss movement off the ball. In South America the accent was on individual skill rather than a rigid system. Crowds would applaud a trick or shimmy as loudly as a goal, and the game was about getting the ball to these explosive talents so they could show off their repertoire.

The traditional formation held sway through to the Second World War; the Italians won two World Cups playing a hybrid of 2–3–5 and the withdrawn centre-half, and even Meisl’s team played their whirligig football within the constraints of a strict 2–3–5 – Meisl was a traditionalist as well as a purist.

Once the withdrawn central defender became the norm, the transition to formations still familiar to modern audiences was less a case of sudden innovation than a gradual shifting of responsibilities within the formation. The Hungarians of the 1950s are often credited with “inventing” a new formation, but it was a variation on a theme rather than a massive divergence from the norm. Gustáv Sebes, the Hungarian coach, recognised that his two principal half-backs, Bozsik and Zakariás, offered very different qualities. Bozsik was a major creative force and Zakariás a hard-working ball-winner. It made perfect sense to use the left-sided Zakariás in a more defensive capacity and let Bozsik play a little further upfield where his passing could hurt the opposition. He also had a centreforward, Nándor Hidegkuti, whose gifts were dribbling and passing, not barging the goalkeeper or thumping headers. Withdrawing Hidegkuti to a deeper role left his prolific inside-forwards Puskás and Kocsis, both expert finishers, to thrust forward, and also left the opposing centre-half with a dilemma over whether to follow Hidegkuti or stay put and let the maestro do as he pleased. The system worked to devastating effect (twice) against England immediately prior to the 1954 World Cup and banished any assumptions of British superiority that may have lingered amongst officials and press. To all intents and purposes Hungary were playing a fluid 4–2–4 (or maybe 3–2–3–2) long before this annotation was ever used in a match programme (see Figure 3).

Goalkeeper
Right full-back      Centre-half      Left full-back
Right-half      Left-half
Right-wing      Centre-forward      Left-wing
Inside-right      Inside-left
Figure 3: 3–2–3–2 formation

Brazil in 1958 played a similarly creative variation on the same theme – though that particular front five was so outrageously talented they seemed to be everywhere at once. But Zagallo, for example, was no orthodox winger in the English style, but a complete hard-working midfield player, as adept at tracking back and helping the defence as he was at providing searching balls for Pelé and Vavá to attack. Brazil on paper lined up 2–3–5, but the captain Bellini was an out-and-out defender, and the left-half Orlando rarely wandered too far into the last third. Didi, ostensibly the right inside-forward would sit back to dictate play, with righthalf Zito in tow as a minder. This allowed Pelé to play as a free second striker alongside Vavá. Left-winger Zagallo would regularly sit tight when Garrincha had the ball, where a European winger would instinctively head into the penalty area (see Figure 4).

Goalkeeper
Right full-back      Centre-half      Left-half      Left full-back
Right-half      Inside-right
Right-wing      Centre-forward      Inside-left      Left-wing
Figure 4: 4–2–4 formation

By the 1960s all international sides played four at the back; Bobby Moore wore No.6, the left-half jersey, but he was no one’s idea of a midfield player, just a defender with excellent passing and vision. Bobby Charlton wore No.9, but he didn’t spearhead the attack, he filled the gap between midfield and attack, lurking behind the strikers to unleash his explosive shooting. Once he discarded the old-fashioned wingers, Alf Ramsey played a 4–1–2–1–2 system that left opposing sides with a problem; the full-backs had no one to mark, and many 1960s full-backs weren’t given to exploiting that opportunity by offering themselves as an attacking option. England were able to dominate the midfield, starve the opposition forwards of the ball, and give Charlton and company plenty of ammunition to hurt the opposition (see Figure 5).

Goalkeeper
Right full-back      Centre-half      Centre-half      Left full-back
Defensive Midfield
Right Midfield      Left Midfield
Playmaker
Forward      Forward
Figure 5: 4–1–2–1–2 formation

The Italians had developed a new method, the catenaccio, whereby one central defender would sit deeper than the other as a last resort, a sweeper. The system allowed for one defensive and one athletic attacking full-back; on the defensive side the winger would also be slightly withdrawn into midfield in a position that became known as the tornata. This system, especially successful at Internazionale of Milan in the early 1960s under their coach Helenio Herrera, was eventually found out. When under pressure the defensive midfielder tended to withdraw alongside the “stopper” centre-half and form a defensive back five in a very narrow 5–3–2. Intended to stifle opponents, the formation, the apogee of defensive systems, ended up stifling Italian football (see Figure 6).

Goalkeeper
Sweeper
Right-back      Centre-half      Defensive Midfield      Left-back
Right Midfield      Playmaker      Left Midfield
Forward      Forward
Figure 6: 5–3–2 formation

As football moved into the 1970s most sides were employing a variation on a theme. Four defenders, with the middle two playing either side by side or as a more sophisticated pairing with a sweeper (deep-lying) defender behind a stopper who would mark the centre-forward; four in midfield, two of them nominally wide players, one a holding player and the other a creative playmaker; two up front, one a goalscorer, the other more creative, or, in Northern Europe, a target man. The regional variations that had always stood were still relevant; the British and northern Europeans favoured a game based on pace and power and getting the ball forward early; the central and southern European countries were more technical, retaining possession and launching fast attacks when the opportunity presented itself; the South Americans relied more on individual artistry and freedom of expression – but unlike the pre-war years it was backed up by uncompromising defending (see Figure 7).

Goalkeeper
Right full-back       Centre-half       Centre-half       Left full-back
Right-wing       Defensive Midfield       Playmaker       Left-wing
Forward      Forward
Figure 7: 4–4–2 formation

The next forty years have been about tweaks and layers of sophistication. The Dutch developed a fluidity of movement and position that their superb technique allowed. The Germans added a level of stamina and athleticism no one had seen before. The Soviets, especially under the Dynamo Kyiv manager Valeri Lobanovsky, introduced a pressing system. Pressing was a tactical device that used fitness and teamwork to allow the team to play higher up the pitch and reduce the space in which the opposition could play. It was the first system in which the development of a workable offside trap was an absolute necessity, as it left space behind the pressing team’s defence. Liverpool in the seventies and eighties allied British strength and aggression to European possession and movement, but – alarmingly – British national managers failed to do the same. Argentina used three central defenders for the first time, with wide midfield players as auxiliary full-backs, and soon everyone copied them, until it was discovered that using an old-fashioned winger destroyed the system and forced it back into the shell of 5–3–2. Some English sides reverted to launching the ball forward to turn the defence around – with great success (Watford, Wimbledon) at home, but continental teams dropped deep and gleefully accepted the wasted possession when British sides tried to translate it to international level (see Figure 8).

Goalkeeper
Centre-half      Sweeper      Centre-half
Right wing back      Midfield      Midfield      Left wing back
Playmaker
Forward      Forward
Figure 8: 3–5–2 formation

The favoured formation of the better sides as I write is four at the back, three in midfield – either two deeper plus a playmaker (Martínez and Schweinsteiger behind Thomas Müller for Bayern Munich) or one holding player plus a runner and a playmaker (Makélélé-Vieira-Zidane for France in 2006) – and two wide attacking players flanking a mobile centre-forward (see Figures 9 and 10).

Goalkeeper
Right back      Centre-half      Centre-half      Left-back
Midfield      Midfield
Ring-wing      Playmaker      Left-wing
Striker
Figure 9: 4–2–3–1 formation

Goalkeeper
Right full-back      Centre-half      Centre-half      Left-back
Right Wing      Midfield Runner      Defensive Midfield      Left-wing
Playmaker
Striker
Figure 10: 4–4–1–1 formation

All through the last decades of the twentieth century the game underwent steady shifts. This was down to one principal factor: speed. The speed at which the world moves, speed of foot and the speed at which the game is played. Nutrition, conditioning, managing injury, psychology – all the scientific advances made in the world were affecting football, too. Coaches became analysts as well as scientists, aided by first television and later computers. Set pieces became more important – it was no longer just about letting your best striker of a ball have a pot-shot, but about positioning players cleverly to anticipate where the ball ended up if it was parried or cleared. Footballers have to think – not something with which they have traditionally been associated – as well as act on instinct. No longer is it acceptable for a defender to simply defend and clear the ball (if he does, he’s probably British), no longer are there work-shy goal-hangers whose sole purpose is to put the ball in the net and no longer are there wide players who hog the touchline and wait for the ball so they can skin their fullback. The defender must be able to control the ball and find a colleague, the striker must offer movement and create space for advancing midfield players and the winger must track back and help the full-back.

Modern football is played at such a hectic pace and in such confined space (every team uses pressing now, it is a standard rather than a tactic) that it is no longer about a rigid formation, but about creating space and time within the maelstrom of a match. Touch is assumed (except in Britain), power and fitness are a given. The four things that set teams apart now all begin with P.


•  Possession is nine-tenths of the law (or something like that) – keep the ball, the opposition can do nothing.

•  Pressing means, if you do lose the ball, you can win it back (and possession is nine-tenths of the law).

•  Positioning means you are in the right place to receive the ball and, if it is lost, the right place to defend (press) and win it back (possession being nine-tenths of the law).

•  Pace is the wildcard. There is very little any team can do about pace if deployed intelligently.



Will it all change again in the next few years? Will some clever coach find a way to counter Spain’s immaculate retention of the ball, like Di Matteo and Heynckes did when they respectively frustrated and overpowered the much-vaunted Barcelona team? Yes, it will change, it always does, and like all the other times we won’t really notice what changed until a few years down the line.


THE ORGANISATION OF FOOTBALL

This is a guide to some of the organisations mentioned in the book, with a (very) potted history where relevant.

FIFA

Fédération Internationale de Football Association

FIFA is the game’s primary international governing body, formed in 1904 and headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland. It has 209 national associations affiliated.

“I share the tendency of fans to attribute most of what is good about the game to the people who play it, and most of what is bad to those who govern it.” So wrote Ulrich Hesse-Lichtenberger in his book Tor! (a history of German football aimed at non-Germans). It is a generalisation – footballers have proved themselves greedy and unworthy of the adulation heaped upon them and the game’s administrators have made good decisions as well as bad – but it is a sentiment most writers share, and with good reason. Decisions made for the benefit of politicians, sponsors and TV channels are rarely good news for the ordinary fan, and FIFA are enslaved to these money-wielders. They have proved themselves incompetent, pusillanimous and greedy, and senior officials, including former President João Havelange, have been found guilty of corruption. In 2015 a combined FBI/Swiss investigation blew the existing organisation apart. Sadly, there has been little sign that FIFA and its officials are motivated by anything other than filthy lucre.

FIFA Presidents:

Robert Guérin (France), 1904–06

Daniel Woolfall (England), 1906–18 (his death)

Jules Rimet (France), 1921–54

Rodolphe Seeldrayers (Belgium), 1954–55 (his death)

Arthur Drewry (England), 1955–61 (his death)

Stanley Rous (England), 1961–74

João Havelange (Brazil), 1974–98

Sepp Blatter (Switzerland), 1998–2015

Gianni Infantino (Switzerland/Italy), 2016–incumbent

UEFA

The Union of European Football Associations

UEFA is the most wealthy, and remains marginally the most influential, of the continental agencies within FIFA. UEFA was set up in 1954 with twenty-five members, a number that has expanded considerably since the break-up of the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia.

UEFA has had only six Presidents: Ebbe Schwartz (Denmark, 1954–62), Gustav Wiederkehr (Switzerland, 1962–72), Artemio Franchi (1973–83), Jacques George (1984–90), Lennart Johansson (Sweden, 1990–2007), Michel Platini (2007–incumbent). Both Wiederkehr and Franchi died in office, Franchi following a motor accident. Johansson’s tenure was noted for the hard-nosed commercialisation of European football, including the expansion of the European Cup into the modern Champions League format, increasing revenue and opportunity for the larger clubs and creating the gulf that exists today between the haves and have-nots.

It took UEFA a while to organise a European Championship and it started as an itsy-bitsy sort of competition, not really warming up fully until the Finals expanded to eight teams in 1980 and then sixteen for the 1996 event in England. The 2016 Finals in France have gone over the top in the onwards and upwards search for revenue and will see twenty-four sides challenging for the trophy, almost half of UEFA’s fifty-four-strong membership.

European Championship Finals



	1960

	10 July, Parc des Princes, Paris, France




	USSR

	 

	(0) (1) 2

	Yugoslavia

	(1) (1) 1




	Metreveli, Ponedelnik

	Galic

	 




	1964

	21 June, Santiago Bernabéu, Madrid, Spain




	Spain

	 

	(1) 2

	USSR

	(1) 1




	Pereda, Marcelino

	Khusainov




	1968

	8 June, Stadio Olimpico, Rome, Italy




	Italy

	(0) (1) 1

	Yugoslavia

	(1) (1) 1




	Domeghini

	 

	 

	Dzajic

	 




	Replay: 10 June, Stadio Olimpico, Rome, Italy




	Italy

	 

	(2) 2

	Yugoslavia

	(0) 0




	Riva, Anastasi




	1972

	18 June, Heysel Stadium, Brussels, Belgium




	West Germany

	(1) 3

	USSR

	(0) 0




	Müller 2, Wimmer




	1976

	20 June, Crvena Zvezda (Red Star) Stadium, Belgrade, Yugoslavia




	Czechoslovakia

	(2) (2) 2

	West Germany(1)

	(2) 2




	Svehlík, Dobias

	Müller*, Hölzenbein




	Czechs won 5–3 on penalties




	1980

	22 June, Stadio Olimpico, Rome, Italy




	West Germany

	(1) 2

	Belgium

	(0) 1




	Hrubesch 2

	Vandereycken (p)†




	1984

	27 June, Parc des Princes, Paris, France




	France

	 

	(0) 2

	Spain

	(0) 0




	Platini, Bellone




	1988

	25 June, Olympic Stadium, Munich, Germany




	Holland

	(1) 2

	USSR

	(0) 0




	Gullit, van Basten




	1992

	26 June, Ullevi, Gothenburg




	Denmark

	 

	(1) 2

	Germany

	(0) 0




	Jensen, Vilfort




	1996

	30 June, Wembley Stadium, London, England




	Germany

	(0) (1) 2

	Czech Republic

	(0) (1) 1




	Bierhoff 2

	 

	 

	Berger (p)

	 




	2000

	2 July, Feyenoord Stadium, Rotterdam, Holland




	France

	 

	(0) (1) 2

	Italy

	(0) (1) 1




	Wiltord, Trezeguet

	Delvecchio




	2004

	4 July, Stadium of Light, Lisbon, Portugal




	Greece

	 

	(0) 1

	Portugal

	(0) 0




	Charisteas




	2008

	29 June, Ernst Happel Stadium, Vienna, Austria




	Spain

	 

	(1) 1

	Germany

	(0) 0




	Torres




	2012

	1 July, Olympic Stadium, Kyiv, Ukraine




	Spain*

	 

	(2) 4

	Italy

	(0) 0




	Silva, Alba, Torres, Mata




	2016

	10 July, Stade de France, Paris, France




	Portugal

	 

	(0) (0) 1

	France

	(0) (0) 0




	Eder





CONCACAF

The Confederation of North, Central American and Caribbean Football Association

CONCACAF was formed in 1961 by the merger of the organisation that governed North American football, and the CCCF, which organised (I use the word loosely) football in Central America and the Caribbean. Ramón Coll Jaumet of Costa Rica oversaw the merger, and handed over the reins to Joaquín Soria Terrazas of Mexico in 1969. In 1990 Terrazas was succeeded by Jack Warner of Trinidad and Tobago. This fine, upstanding pillar of society, a government minister in Trinidad until 2013, was president for twenty-one years until he agreed to stand down and withdraw from football amid allegations of corruption. Who knows if they will stick, football is such a murky business, but at least Warner is off the world stage, hopefully for good. His accuser and former ally Chuck Blazer, the General Secretary of CONCACAF, was suspended in May 2013 and is under investigation by the FBI.

The new President of CONCACAF is Jeffrey Webb, a lawyer from the Cayman Islands. And we all know the Cayman Islands would have no truck with shady financial deals.

The CONCACAF Gold Cup began in 1991, and has been held twelve times; Mexico have won six, United States five (including the most recent in July 2013), with Canada the surprise winners in 2000.

CONMEBOL

Confederación Sudamericana de Fútbol

Formed in 1916 and now based in Luque, Paraguay, home of the President since 1986, Nicolás Léoz, Conmebol is the representative body of the South American countries, excepting the knot of countries lying on the continent’s north-eastern coast – these nations are part of CONCACAF. This leaves Conmebol with only ten member countries, of which Venezuela is the only one never to have appeared in a World Cup Finals tournament. (At time of writing they have a slim chance of qualifying for 2014.) The ten countries habitually play out a round-robin tournament for World Cup qualification. They also compete (with two invited guest teams from North America) for the Copa América, a tournament held at inconsistent intervals – currently it seems to have settled on every four years, the year following a World Cup. Conmebol sides suffer from having their squads spread far and wide, with many key players employed by the big European clubs, making release, especially for friendlies, an irksome process.

Uruguay are the most frequent winners of the Copa América – perhaps a surprise to most European fans, who would most likely assume Brazil or Argentina.

Winners of the Copa América (and its forerunners)



	1916 Uruguay

	1917 Uruguay (2)

	1919 Brazil




	1920 Uruguay (3)

	1921 Argentina

	1922 Brazil (2)




	1923 Uruguay (4)

	1924 Uruguay (5)

	1925 Argentina (2)




	1926 Uruguay (6)

	1927 Argentina (3)

	1929 Argentina (4)




	1935 Uruguay (7)

	1937 Argentina (5)

	1939 Peru




	1941 Argentina (6)

	1942 Uruguay (8)

	1945 Argentina (7)




	1946 Argentina (8)

	1947 Argentina (9)

	1949 Brazil (3)




	1953 Paraguay

	1955 Argentina (10)

	1956 Uruguay (9)




	1957 Argentina (11)

	1959 Argentina (12)

	1959 Uruguay (10))




	1963 Bolivia

	1967 Uruguay (11)

	1975 Peru (2)




	1979 Paraguay (2)

	1983 Uruguay (12)

	1987 Uruguay (13)




	1989 Brazil (4)

	1991 Argentina (13)

	1993* Argentina (14)




	1995 Uruguay (14))

	1997 Brazil (5)

	1999 Brazil (6)




	2001 Colombia

	2004 Brazil (7)

	2007 Brazil (8)




	2011 Uruguay (15)

	2015 Chile

	2016 Chile (2)




	 

	 

	(centenary tournament)





CAF

The Confederation of African Football

The African federation is located in Cairo and oversees African football and the African Cup of Nations. It is a vast, unwieldy beast, which has to cope with myriad different cultures and attitudes, not to mention constant civil wars and border disputes of extreme brutality. There have been two Egyptian Presidents, two from Sudan and one from Ethiopia; the current incumbent, installed in 1988, is Issa Hayatou of Cameroon.

Hayatou was instrumental in the suspension of Togo for two African Cup of Nations tournaments after they withdrew from the 2010 Finals. They withdrew after an armed attack on their convoy on the way to the Finals saw two of their support staff killed. Clearly a man of compassion, Mr Hayatou.

Africa Cup of Nations Winners



	1957 Egypt

	1959 Egypt (2*)




	1962 Ethiopia

	1963 Ghana




	1965 Ghana (2)

	1968 Congo-Kinshasa




	1970 Sudan

	1972 Congo




	1974 Zaire (2†)

	1976 Morocco




	1978 Ghana (3)

	1980 Nigeria




	1982 Ghana (4)

	1984 Cameroon




	1986 Egypt (3)

	1988 Cameroon (2)




	1990 Algeria

	1992 Ivory Coast




	1994 Nigeria (2)

	1996 South Africa




	1998 Egypt (4)

	2000 Cameroon (3)




	2002 Cameroon (4)

	2004 Tunisia




	2006 Egypt (5)

	2008 Egypt (6)




	2010 Egypt (7)

	2012 Zambia




	2013 Nigeria (3)

	2015 Ivory Coast




	2017 Cameroon (5)

	 





AFC

Asian Football Confederation

The Asian Football Confederation also includes Australia since 2006 – why they don’t just combine Asia and Oceania, Lord only knows. Countries that have land within Asia and Europe are all UEFA affiliated, as is Israel, for obvious political reasons.

The AFC President from 2002 to 2011, Mohamed bin Hammam, was banned from football for life after allegations of corruption were investigated, but a court later overturned this ban, and bin Hammam is seeking to be reinstated as President. He was the President when the ridiculous decision to hold the Finals in Qatar was ratified, amid widespread accusations of bribery and vote-buying.

Are you getting any sense of pattern in these summaries of the various organisations running the game? A faint whiff in the nostrils, perhaps . . .?

Asian Cup Winners



	1956 South Korea

	1960 South Korea (2)

	1964 Israel




	1968 Iran

	1972 Iran (2)

	1976 Iran (3)




	1980 Kuwait

	1984 Saudi Arabia

	1988 Saudi Arabia (2)




	1992 Japan

	1996 Saudi Arabia (3)

	2000 Japan (2)




	2004 Japan (3)

	2007 Iraq*

	2011 Japan (4)




	2015 Australia

	 

	 





FA

Football Association

These are the guys responsible for running the English game. Convinced for years they were the only ones who knew the real meaning of football, having founded the game, they fell further and further behind their peers in Europe and South America in their understanding of tactics and sports science, and they are still struggling desperately to catch up.

If you need to know why England have found it so hard to maintain a place at football’s top table, look no further than the guys pulling the handle on the fruit machine of club football – the FA and their rivals running the Premier League (and I use the word rivals deliberately, any pretence at cooperation is utterly misleading).

The FA was formed in 1863 and initially did wonderful work organising the game and initiating the professional league, most notably under the stewardship of Charles Alcock, Secretary from 1870 to 1895. Alcock organised the first match between England and Scotland, set up the FA Cup and also organised the first Test match at cricket between England and Australia – not a bad CV!

For the next ninety-four years Alcock had only four successors: Frederick Wall, Stanley Rous (later President of FIFA), Denis Follows and Ted Croker. Croker endured a particularly tormented tenure as Secretary, dealing with the worst of the hooligan era that embraced the disasters at Heysel and Hillsborough. His replacement, Graham Kelly, was the first to carry the title of Chief Executive – an attempt to make an oldfashioned, slow-moving organisation sound more businesslike – and he had nine years in office before resigning amid allegations (unproven and debatable) of corruption. His successor was Adam Crozier, who left to go and upset postal workers (i.e. run Royal Mail), followed by the hapless Mark Palios, Brian Barwick, Ian Watmore (remember him? no? me neither) and the current incumbent, Alex Horne.

The CEO reports to a board headed by a Chairman. The current occupant of the chair is Greg Clarke, previously Chairman of the Football League. It’s a tough gig – these days the Premier League call the shots, not the FA.

SFA

Scottish Football Association

The Scottish Football Association, a group of small-minded people who, Nero-like, have sat and watched while their towers tumble around them. This has resulted in a league with the potency of the Latvian second division and a national side that consistently fails to qualify for big tournaments. The decent talent that does emerge is held back by playing in lacklustre domestic competitions where half a dozen mediocre sides fight over Celtic’s leavings.



 

____________

*In scoring in this match Gerd Müller became the first player to score in two European Championship Finals, a record unmatched until Fernando Torres scored in 2008 and 2012. Müller was also, in 1974, the first man to score in a European Championship Final and a World Cup Final, a record that remains unique.

†Indicates scoring from a penalty – annotation will be used without explanation henceforward.

*Spain were the first team to retain the trophy, generally regarded as the hardest international competition to win outside the World Cup.

*From 1993 selected nations from other regions were invited to join the tournament; invitees have included Costa Rica, Honduras, USA, Japan and, in every competition since 1993, Mexico, who have twice been runners-up. In 2011 Spain were invited but withdrew (as did Japan), while Canada rejected her only invitation in 2001.

*Competing as a United Arab Republic

†(2) because Zaire and Congo-Kinshasa (1968) are the same country, which is now known as the Democratic Republic of Congo.

*Barely covered in the West, Iraq’s recovery from the 2001 invasion and subsequent occupation to win this tournament was one of the game’s most impressive feats in recent years, and testimony to people’s resilience and determination to get on with positive stuff even amid such an appalling upheaval. Iraq has subsequently been suspended twice by FIFA after excessive political involvement in the administration of the game.


EARLY DAYS

1.1 WORLD CUP 1930

When FIFA first convened in 1904, their charter reserved the right to host a full-scale international tournament. At first there seemed no need; the Olympic Games served as a perfectly good means of sorting the men from the boys. It was the success of these Olympic Games that soon prompted FIFA to see the opportunities presented by hosting their own tournament. The 1928 Olympic final, won by Uruguay, was watched by more than 40,000 people, with over six times that number applying for tickets. Football was easily the biggest event at these Amsterdam Olympics, representing, as it did, the only opportunity for global bragging rights in the world’s most popular sport.

Jules Rimet was the President of FIFA in 1929, but it was his countryman Henri Delaunay (the Secretary of the organisation) who proposed a resolution to host a world tournament in 1930. Twenty-five of the thirty member countries voted in favour. Another, Sweden, performed a remarkable volte face; they voted against and then promptly offered themselves as inaugural hosts. That honour was reserved for Olympic champions Uruguay, who offered up Montevideo as the host city in Olympic manner, and promised a shiny new stadium to showcase the big games. Most of the big economies had suffered in the Wall Street Crash, but the downturn was still to hit Uruguay in the same way – it would do so, with great severity, the following decade. Montevideo was a thriving, bustling port city boasting some of the most adventurous new architecture on the continent and Uruguay had a President keen to publicise the nation’s resources and pride. Elsewhere in South America, Generals were replacing Presidents and the military fist was closing around the people, just as it would across Europe in the ensuing years.


[image: illustration]

1930
URUGUAY

The first tournament was more like an Olympic competition, with all the matches held in one city, Montevideo.

Three grounds were used:

Estádio Centenário

The Centenário was built for the 1930 World Cup, and held 90,000 spectators for Uruguay’s match against Yugoslavia. The stadium still stands in the Parque Batlle area of the city. The Centenário is unusual in that it is owned by the municipal government, and clubs wishing to use it (which the biggest Montevideo clubs do often – Peñarol, especially) pay rent to the city.

Estádio Gran Parque

This stadium still stands, holding 27,000 people, having been refurbished a number of times since opening in 1900. It is the home of Nacional, one of Uruguay’s premier clubs, although it often relocates to the Centenário for big continental fixtures.

Estádio Pocitos

Pocitos was a tiny suburban stadium used as an emergency third ground for the 1930 tournament while the Centenário was hastily finished. It was the home of Peñarol, but was demolished at the end of the decade as the club was playing the majority of its matches in the Centenário and the space occupied by the Pocitos was needed for housing as the city expanded.



Uruguay loved its football, and a series of popular club tours by major European clubs had whetted the Uruguayan appetite for seeing opponents from Europe; this new tournament provided a good opportunity. Disappointingly for the hosts, many of the top European sides failed to show; Hungary, Austria, Spain and Italy all stayed at home, while a squabble over definitions of amateurism had led England and Scotland to resign their brief four-year tenure as FIFA members in 1928. Even had they travelled, England and Austria, the best European sides, would have struggled against the best of the South Americans on foreign soil. The Copa América (initially called the South American Championships) had been in place since 1910, and the South American sides were used to competing for a trophy over an intensive period, as Uruguay’s success at the last two Olympics had shown. Four European sides – France, Belgium, Romania and Yugoslavia – crossed the Atlantic to appear, the first three of them on the same boat, which also collected the Brazilian squad in passing. Peter Seddon (The World Cup’s Strangest Moments) describes the decision to give Uruguay the tournament as “FIFA’s first major cock-up” but that’s Eurocentric nonsense. Have a go at Mexico in 1986 and Russia in 2018, fine, but this was an appropriate and correct choice of venue.

Two different companies worked feverishly from February to make the Estádio Centenário fit for purpose. The name was easy, as 1930 was also the first centenary of the establishment of the constitution of Uruguay after the Treaty of Montevideo established independence from the Brazilian Empire two years earlier. The initial schedule was hastily rearranged when it became obvious the Centenário couldn’t host the opening game. Instead of the hosts, the honour of playing the first match fell to France and Mexico, and the venue wasn’t the glitzy new stadium but the tiny Pocitos stadium of Peñarol in the suburbs. The ground was originally the home of the Uruguay Railway Cricket Club, founded for its many expat British employees. The new stadium was still being finished by the time Uruguay played their first match of the competition, but in 1930 health and safety inspectors did not wield the power they do today. The stadium still exists in roughly the same format, with a slightly reduced 65,000 capacity, and Uruguay remain a tough side to beat on their home turf, even if they are not the force of old.



	GROUP 1




	France

	(3) 4

	Mexico

	(0) 1

	13 July, Pocitos; 4,444




	Laurent 19, Langiller 40,

	 

	Carreño 70

	 

	 




	Maschinot 42, 87

	 

	 

	 

	 




	Argentina

	(0) 1

	France

	(0) 0

	15 July, Parque Central; 23,409




	Monti 81

	 

	 

	 

	 




	Chile

	(1) 3

	Mexico

	(0) 0

	16 July, Parque Central; 9,249




	Vidal 4, 86, own goal 51

	 

	 

	 

	 




	Chile

	(0) 1

	France

	(0) 0

	19 July, Centenário; 42,100




	Subiabre 65

	 

	 

	 

	 




	Argentina

	(3) 6

	Mexico

	(1) 3

	19 July, Centenário; 42,100*




	Stábile 8, 17, 80, Zumelzu 10, 55, Varallo 53

	 

	M Rosas 37 (p), 72 (p), Gayón 78

	 




	Argentina

	(2) 3

	Chile

	(1) 1

	22 July, Centenário; 41,459




	Stábile 12, 14, M Evaristo 51

	 

	Arellano 15

	 

	 





1. Argentina 6pts (10–4); 2. Chile 4pts (5–3); 3. France 2pts (4–3); 4. Mexico 0pts (4–13)

This first game was hardly a glamorous fixture. France, alsorans in Europe, were in South America on sufferance largely because the tournament was a Frenchman’s brainchild. Mexico were poor, an occasional side who lost 7–1 to Spain (no great shakes) at the previous Olympic Games. France won, easily, despite losing their goalkeeper to injury in the first half (no substitutes, remember). The honour of scoring the first ever World Cup goal fell to Lucien Laurent, an inside-forward.

Laurent was less fortunate in the next match against Argentina – he spent most of the game limping after a diabolical challenge from Argentinian hard man Luis Monti. The rough and ready organisation dictated that France play again two days after the Mexican match – why Argentina couldn’t face the fourth team in the group, Chile, is anyone’s guess. France, with their excellent goalkeeper Alex Thépot of Red Star FC (Paris, not Belgrade, they’re a French third division club these days) in good form, held out for eighty minutes. Monti scored the winner from a free-kick, but Argentina would need to improve to match Uruguay – their forwards were overly fond of displaying their extravagant skills and less fond of giving the ball to a better-placed colleague to score. The game ended in farce as the Brazilian referee blew for full time six minutes prematurely and took ten minutes explaining his error to the dejected French and celebrating Argentinians.

France also lost to Chile, despite Thépot saving a penalty, and went out. Lucien Laurent appeared on French TV during the 1998 World Cup, describing his experiences enthusiastically and – predictably, but not without reason – criticising the mercenary attitude and disrespectful behaviour of modern players. Laurent had taken weeks off from his job in a car factory to travel to Uruguay, receiving only basic expenses from the French FA. Later he spent three years in a German prisoner-of-war camp and they took away his France shirt from 1930. Unlike most of us, he has earned the right to say “j’accuse” to the pampered Premiership millionaires.

After their ordinary showing in the first match, Argentina gave their supposed second string a chance against Mexico – one change was enforced by their captain Nolo Ferreira sitting a law exam on the day of the match! Imagine John Terry flying home to sit a law exam . . . One of the beneficiaries of the changes was an inside-forward called Guillermo Stábile, who made his debut for the national team and set an unusual record by scoring a hat-trick in his first international and also his first World Cup match. Stábile kept his place for the tougher fixture against Chile and added two more goals in a 3–1 victory.

GROUP 4



	USA

	(2) 3

	Belgium

	(0) 0

	13 July, Parque Central; 18,436




	McGhee 41, Florie 44, Patenaude 88

	 

	 

	 

	 




	USA

	(2) 3

	Paraguay

	(0) 0

	17 July, Parque Central; 18,306




	Patenaude 10, 15, 50*

	 

	 

	 

	 




	Paraguay

	(1) 1

	Belgium

	(0) 0

	20 July, Centenário; 9,000




	Vargas Peña

	 

	 

	 

	 





1. USA 4pts (6–0); 2. Paraguay 2pts (1–3); 3. Belgium 0pts (0–4)

Argentina’s semi-final opponents would be the USA, who had won through Group 4 with relative ease, beating Belgium and Paraguay without conceding. The USA were strong and quick and made light of their international experience. The win over Paraguay, recent conquerors of Uruguay in the Copa América, was excellent and saw the World Cup’s first hat-trick, by Bert Patenaude, all created by the dangerous Bart McGhee. Patenaude scored in the match against Belgium as well, and remains a famous figure in US soccer, even though he only played one further international after the competition, against Brazil in a post-World Cup tour. Patenaude played his club football for the splendidly named Fall River Marksmen, a Massachusetts club in the first American Soccer League, which ran successfully throughout the 1920s until financial failure in the wake of the Wall Street Crash.

GROUP 2










	Yugoslavia

	(2) 2

	Brazil

	(0) 1

	14 July, Parque Central; 24,059




	Tirnanic 21, Bek 31

	 

	Preguinho 62

	 




	Yugoslavia

	(0) 4

	Bolivia

	(0) 0

	17 July, Parque Central; 18,306




	Bek 60, 67, Marjanovic 65, Vujadinovic 85

	 

	 

	 

	 




	Brazil

	(1) 4

	Bolivia

	(0) 0

	20 July, Centenário; 25,466




	Moderato 27, 73, Preguinho 57, 83*

	 

	 

	 





1. Yugoslavia 4pts (6–1); 2. Brazil 2pts (5–2); 3. Bolivia 0pts (0–8)

Paraguay weren’t the only South American side to come a cropper in the early stages. Brazil, even with an almost completely new side, were still expected to get the better of Yugoslavia, but they paid the price for a poor first half and lost 2–1. The undoubted star was the Yugoslav goalkeeper Jaksic, who stayed calm and strong during a second half onslaught by the Brazilians. The young Yugoslav team were far too good for Bolivia – as would any respectable pub team have been – winning 4–0. Pictures show one of the Bolivian side sporting a natty beret thirty-odd years before Che Guevara made them de rigeur amongst the continent’s trendies. Yugoslavia’s 4–0 win rendered Brazil’s win over Bolivia irrelevant.

GROUP 3










	Romania

	(1) 3

	Peru

	(0) 1

	14 July, Pocitos; 300




	Desu 1, Stanciu 74,

	 

	Souza Ferreira 60

	 




	Kovacs 85

	 

	 

	 

	 




	Uruguay

	(0) 1

	Peru

	(0) 0

	18 July, Centenário; 57,735




	Castro

	 

	 

	 

	 




	Uruguay

	(4) 4

	Romania

	(0) 0

	21 July, Centenário; 70,022




	Dorado 7, Scarone 16, Anselmo 31, Cea 35

	 

	 

	 





1. Uruguay 4pts (5–0); 2. Romania 2pts (3–5); 3. Peru 0pts (1–4)

Yugoslavia’s reward for their good work was a semi-final against hosts Uruguay. Drawn in an easy group with Romania and Peru, Uruguay had to delay their first appearance until the main stadium was ready, leaving Peru and Romania to open the group with a violent match in front of a pathetic crowd at Pocitos. Uruguay made their delayed first appearance at the Centenário on 18 July, and produced a stumbling performance against unfancied Peru, missing a hatful of chances and finding twentyyear-old Pardón in the Peruvian goal in excellent form. Three days later, nerves settled, they produced a much better performance to brush aside Romania. Coach Alberto Suppici restored the experienced Héctor Scarone to the starting line-up and the added guile made life easier for the forwards, who shared the goals in a 4–0 win as Uruguay dominated the first half then took the foot off the pedal and saved themselves for harder tasks ahead.

SEMI-FINALS










	Argentina

	(1) 6

	USA

	(0) 1

	26 July, Centenário; 72,886




	Monti 20, Scopelli 56, Stábile 69, 87, Peucelle 80, 85

	Brown 89

	 

	 




	Uruguay

	(3) 6

	Yugoslavia

	(1) 1

	27 July, Centenário; 79,867




	Cea 18, 67, 72, Anselmo 20, 31, Iriarte 61

	 

	Vujadinovic 4

	 





In the first semi-final the USA started well against Argentina, creating a couple of good chances, but soon the superior skill of the Argentinians took effect, as did Monti’s own brand of physical endeavour; USA centre-half Ralph Tracy suffered a knee injury that meant he missed the second half. After reaching the interval only a goal to the good, through Monti, Argentina overran the undermanned Americans in the second half, running in a further five goals, with two more for Stábile. The USA deserved their late consolation.

In one of those frequent statistical quirks the game throws up, the other semi-final ended with the same scoreline. Yugoslavia scored first – the first goal that Uruguay’s tough back line conceded – but the goal spurred on Uruguay and they were the stronger side throughout. Some sources claim a second goal for Yugoslavia at 2–1 down should not have been disallowed, but Uruguay were very convincing in the second half and ran out easy winners. The strolling inside-forward Pedro Cea scored a hat-trick and the asthmatic centre-forward Anselmo twice – although the latter suffered a flare-up in his condition that meant he lost his place for the final.

Yugoslavia were far from disgraced, and their young (twentyfour-year-old) captain Milutin Ivkovíc, was one of the stars of the tournament, along with the lively centre-forward Ivan Bek (later capped by France where he played club football). Ivkovíc was intelligent and politically active, and it would cost him his life during the Second World War when he was executed by the Nazis as a Communist agitator.

WORLD CUP FINAL No. 1
30 July 1930, Centenário; 68,346








	Uruguay

	(1) 4

	Dorado 12, Cea 57, Iriarte 68, Castro 89




	Argentina

	(2) 2

	Peucelle 20, Stábile 37





Referee: John Langenus (Belgium)

Coaches: Francisco Olazar (Argentina) & Alberto Suppici (Uruguay)

Uruguay (2–3–5): Enrique Ballestrero (Rampla Juniors); José Nasazzi (Bella Vista), Ernesto Mascheroni (Olimpia); José Andrade (Nacional), Lorenzo Fernández (Peñarol), Álvaro Gestido (Peñarol); Pablo Dorado (Bella Vista), Héctor Scarone (Nacional), Héctor Castro (Nacional), Pedro Cea (Nacional), Santos Iriarte (Racing Club, Montevideo)
Argentina (2–3–5): Juan Botasso (Argentino de Quilmes); José Della Torre (Racing Club, BA), Fernando Paternóster (Racing Club, BA); Pedro Suárez (Boca Juniors), Luis Monti (San Lorenzo), Juan Evaristo (Sportivo Barracas); Mario Evaristo (Boca Juniors)*, Nolo Ferreira (Estudiantes), Guillermo Stábile (Huracán), Francisco Varallo (Gimnasia), Carlos Peucelle (Sportivo BA)

This match may not have had much impact in Europe, but the atmosphere during the build-up in Montevideo and Buenos Aires was near rabid. Thousands were left disappointed on the docks at Buenos Aires when boats of all shapes and sizes set sail down the coast in the fog carrying excited Argentinians to the game. There are stories of government officials commandeering sailing vessels and commercial boats to carry them – early warning that a downside of a World Cup is the sight of politicians with negligible knowledge of the game doing their “I’m a genuine fan” face while snacking on corporate canapés in a box.

In keeping with the gangster age, there were death threats issued before the match; Luis Monti was told by Buenos Aires mobsters that unpleasant things might happen to his family if Argentina lost. He was told similar things by Uruguayan gangsters if he masterminded a victory over their team – Argentina’s most effective player needed more than a little persuading to take the field. He wasn’t the only one; the Belgian referee insisted on protection for himself and his family, and a boat ready and waiting to take him back to Europe as soon as the game was over. Langenus had another minor crisis before the game – both sides wanted to provide the match ball. The Belgian used the “little grey cells” so beloved of his famous fictional countryman Hercule Poirot and decreed that a different ball be used for each half.

Finishing touches had been applied to the stadium and it was a magnificent edifice to grace a fabulously passionate occasion. The authorities made the sensible decision to reduce the capacity for the final (hence the lower attendance than for the semis) to enable the stadium to be policed more effectively given all the warning signs of trouble.

This was the final everyone wanted; a final between two teams and two nations with a rivalry so intense it spilled way beyond the pitch. Uruguay taking on their bigger neighbours was Scotland versus England, New Zealand versus Australia, Hungary versus the Soviet Union in the fifties, it was David against Goliath, the oppressed against the evil empire.

Both sides had cause to be optimistic. Argentina had the more skilful players, great dribblers and artists, and they also had Monti, who not only struck fear into opposing attackers but was also one of the best passers of the ball in the game. Uruguay had their teamwork and their pride, their fierce will-to-win, and their memory of beating the same opponents in the Olympic Final in 1928. There is a word, garra, that is meant to encapsulate the Uruguayan pride in their footballing prowess. It has been overused and ascribed too much mystique, but it’s a good word – aggression, pride and guts all rolled into one with a smidgen of nationalism thrown in. Uruguay also had a superb back line, marshalled by the durable Nasazzi, and an excellent defensive half-back line in front; the only conspicuous weakness was in goal, where they missed Andrés Mazali, left out of the squad after a night on the tiles and an “assignation” in defiance of his manager. Ballestrero was okay, but Mazali was the best in the world.

They would need their garra, would Uruguay. They scored first; Castro, back in for the unfortunate Anselmo, set up Dorado for a cross shot past the exposed Botasso. Dorado was by preference a left-winger, but Suppici picked him on the right after a hesitant performance by the regular Urdinarán in the first group game. Despite the early goal Uruguay failed to settle and establish the neat interpassing for which they were known, and which had destroyed Yugoslavia in the semi-final. They gave Argentina too much space and Peucelle and Ferreira started to run at them. When Ferreira slipped a pass between Nasazzi and Gestido for the winger, Peucelle cut back outside Gestido and beat Ballestrero at his near post – he should have stopped it. A rare error from Nasazzi gave Argentina a second when the Uruguay skipper allowed a long ball from Monti to drop behind him – Stábile was lurking and scored. Half-time came with Argentina leading 2–1.

The second half could not have been a starker contrast. Andrade sat a little deeper and the other two half-backs moved further forward, Fernandez to deny Monti the room to spray his long passes. The forwards started threading those little passes between them, and the momentum of the game changed. Uruguay looked more determined and more purposeful, self-belief had been restored. Before the hour, Cea equalised after Scarone cleverly helped on a free-kick. Ten minutes later Iriarte was put in after a strong run by Mascheroni from the left-back position; Botasso should have done better with the winger’s scuffed strike.

Argentina rallied and Stábile came close, but a late, slightly fortuitous, header from Castro sealed the result. An Italian journalist described the teams as “ants” (Uruguay) and “cicadas” (Argentina) – colour and music succumbing to endeavour and spirit. Quaint and a little over-simplified, but essentially accurate.

The anticipated trouble came after the match, mostly in Buenos Aires, where nationalist mobs stoned the Uruguayan consulate and gangs roamed the streets burning anything they didn’t like. Apparently this new trophy was important.


On the fields of Buenos Aires and Montevideo a style was born. A home-grown way of playing football, like the home-grown way of dancing which was being invented in the milonga clubs. Dancers drew filigrees on a single floor tile, and football players created their own language in that tiny space where they chose to retain and possess the ball rather than kick it, as if their feet were hands braiding the leather.

Eduardo Galeano: Football in Sun and Shadow, 1997




World Cup Heroes No.1
José Leandro Andrade (1901–57)
Uruguay

During the 1924 Olympic Football tournament, won by Uruguay, one player stood out among the general excellence of the Uruguayan side; half-back José Andrade, one of the few black men holding down a place in a South American national side.

Andrade was tall, rangy and powerful (think Patrick Vieira) and could break down opposition moves and launch attacks with equal aplomb. With the uncompromising José Nasazzi behind him, Andrade enjoyed licence to roam forward – his game was about striding runs rather than sprayed passes – and cause havoc in the opposition half.

Andrade started with the smaller Montevideo club before spells with Nacional (where he played for most of his peak years) and Peñarol. He won four Uruguayan championships with Nacional. At international level he broke into the side and made his mark at the Paris Olympics; stories exist of Andrade roaming the fashionably seedy streets of Pigalle after the tournament dressed in top hat and silks, enjoying the respect accorded to the Negro Merveille, as the French press dubbed him (it stuck).

Andrade won another Olympic medal in 1928, three Copa América championships and the 1930 World Cup – a fine return for only thirty-four caps. Never much of a goalscorer (one for Uruguay) he was more of an enabler for the talented Uruguayan front line, especially his club colleague at Nacional, the prolific inside-forward Héctor Scarone.

Andrade was a guest of the Uruguayan authorities at the 1950 World Cup Final, where his nephew, Victor Rodriguez, played in the winning side. A plaque was created in his honour at the Estadio Nacional. After that he fell off the radar until a German journalist tracked him down living in poverty in Montevideo; he died of tuberculosis a year later, an unfitting end for a national hero, the first great black international player.



1930 Team of the Tournament: 2–3–5

Thépot (France)
Nasazzi (Uruguay)     Ivkovic (Yugoslavia)
Andrade (Uruguay)     Monti (Argentina)     Tracy (USA)
Peucelle (Argentina)     Ferreira (Argentina)     Stábile (Argentina)     Cea (Uruguay)     Iriarte (Uruguay)

Leading scorers: Stábile (8); Cea (5); Patenaude (4)

The official team (chosen retrospectively) was: Ballestrero (Uruguay); Nasazzi (Uruguay), Ivkovic (Yugoslavia); Gestido (Uruguay), Monti (Argentina), Andrade (Uruguay); Cea (Uruguay), Stábile (Argentina), Scarone (Uruguay), Castro (Uruguay), Patenaude (USA).

1.2 FOOTBALL AT THE OLYMPICS

The Olympics was for a time the unofficial world championship of football, but the World Cup changed all that. By the time football resumed after the war, professionalism was so well established that the amateur game had become a sideshow and the Olympic football tournament followed suit – a display of shamateurism by the Eastern bloc countries used to boost their selfesteem and provide propaganda; their displays during the same period in the World Cup expose the truth beneath the sheen. The exception was the 1952 Hungarian side, which featured all the big names that helped them reach the final of the World Cup two years later. Hungary twice won the Olympic tournament in the 1960s, but made less impact on the World Cup, a terrific win over Brazil in 1966 aside.

From 1974, professionals were allowed to compete, but the stronger nations were not allowed to pick players who had already played in a World Cup; in 1984 the tournament adopted the current method of making the Olympics an Under-23 tournament, although the inclusion of three over-age stars renders this nonsensical. Either make it a proper youth tournament or forget it – Olympic boxing doesn’t suffer from excluding all the big names, on the contrary, it is a far more edifying spectacle than the over-hyped professional bills.

A strong feeling remains that football, such a global moneyspinner already and so in thrall to the suits and sunglasses fraternity, has no place in the Olympic Games at all – not that the Olympics is a bastion of honesty and fair play, but because it is an opportunity for sportspeople who get less everyday acclaim (and less money) to shine. It is also the competition that provides those athletes with an opportunity to achieve the Holy Grail of their sport; no one remembers the winners of the world championships in athletics, swimming, cycling, rowing or badminton. The same (very valid) objection is raised to the presence of tennis and golf at the games.

The 2012 London Games was a case in point. It was largely agreed the Games were a triumph; well organised with good facilities, good competition and lots of lovely medals for the home team. But the football? Who cared? Certainly not the public, who stayed away from all but the Team GB matches. The men’s tournament was a non-event, and the sight of Luis Suárez at an event that celebrates the inclusiveness and Corinthian ideals of sport stuck in the craw. At least it produced a surprise winner in Mexico, and two African sides (Nigeria and Cameroon) have lifted the Olympic trophy, so perhaps the nature of the competition levels out the standard and provides an opportunity for teams other than the usual suspects to win. But Mexico won’t win the World Cup anytime soon, and nor will an African side, so the tournament is nowhere near the pinnacle of the sport, which is the intention of the Olympic Games.

At this point I should defend the presence of women’s football at the Games; the women’s game is starved of publicity in the main, and, if it became the primary focus for those who want to watch Olympic football, it would do the women’s game much good. And they play the game, in the main, in a far better spirit than their male counterparts.

The tournaments and winners:

Paris 1900 – Upton Park FC, representing the UK, in what was a demonstration sport later upgraded in status.

St Louis 1904 – Galt FC for Canada; this now-defunct Canadian side played only two matches, beating two US collegiate teams.

London 1908 & Stockholm 1912 – Great Britain, who beat Denmark in the final on both occasions. The team captain was Vivian Woodward, England’s first great centre-forward and scorer of twenty-nine goals in twenty-three full internationals.

Antwerp 1920 – Belgium. The final was a stormy affair, with the English referee, John Lewis, accused of partisanship by the Czechs, who walked off the field when Lewis dismissed Karel Steiner, with the score at 2–0 to Belgium – the Czechs having protested about both goals. Belgian soldiers promptly led a pitch invasion to ensure the game could not restart, but the Czechs’ protests were ignored and they were ejected from the tournament and given no medals.

Paris 1924 and Amsterdam 1928 – Uruguay won both these unofficial world championships, beating Switzerland in 1924 and Argentina in 1928. In 1924 the Uruguayans had to battle through a tough semi against Holland, who protested furiously about the late penalty that clinched the game. The 1924 Uruguay side featured Nasazzi, Andrade, Scarone and Cea of the 1930 World Cup Final winning team, while Fernandez and Gestido from that team also played in the 1928 Olympic Final.

Los Angeles 1932 – No football, please, we’re American . . .

Berlin 1936 – Italy. Germany were expected to do well under Hitler’s gaze, but they lost 2–0 to Norway in the quarter-final in what is believed to have been the only match Hitler actually attended in person. The final was played out between two other states in the grip of fascism as Italy beat the last knockings of the Austrian Wunderteam 2–1. Both goals were scored by Annibale Frossi, later a notable coach. GB’s participation ended with a 5–4 defeat by Poland; two of England’s goals were scored by Bernard Joy, who also won a full cap that year, the last amateur to do so.

London 1948 – Sweden. A fast and efficient Sweden team beat Yugoslavia 3–1 in the final. The key to the side was the talented trio of Gunnar Nordahl, Gunnar Gren and Nils Liedholm – all were bought by AC Milan the following year, and all were still around for the 1958 World Cup Final, albeit a tad heavier in the legs. GB’s amateur side did well to make the semi-finals.

Helsinki 1952 – Hungary. The Magyars were the best team in Europe and won easily under the pretence that their big names were amateurs playing for the army team – one suspects Puskás, Grosics, Bozsik and the like did relatively few kitchen chores or forty-mile slogs with full pack.

Melbourne 1956 – The Soviet Union beat Yugoslavia, runnersup for the third successive games, in the final at the end of a drab tournament. It was the only major international medal won by the great Soviet goalkeeper Lev Yashin.

1960–1980 (Rome, Tokyo, Mexico City, Munich, Montreal, Moscow). For these two decades the teams from behind the Iron Curtain dominated. After Yugoslavia finally won the thing in 1960 (beating Denmark), every finalist was part of the Soviet bloc. Hungary won in 1964 and again in 1968, Poland in 1972 (with much of the team that would eliminate England from the 1974 World Cup qualifying group and go on to reach the semi-finals), East Germany in 1976 and Czechoslovakia in 1980.

Los Angeles 1984 – France. The gold medal finally left Eastern Europe when France beat a youthful Brazilian side that included future World Cup captain Dunga.

Seoul 1988 – Soviet Union. An altogether more impressive Soviet win, with a young side that included Dmitri Kharin (later of Chelsea) in goal; they came from behind to beat a Brazil team that included Taffarel, Jorginho, Bebeto and Romário, all World Cup winners six years later.

Barcelona 1992 – Spain won on their own patch, beating Poland 3–2 with a last-minute winner from Kiko. A side that included Abelardo, Guardiola and Luis Enrique suggested Spain were a coming force – in the end it was the next generation of youngsters who delivered, not this class.

Atlanta 1996 – Nigeria. Nigeria became the first African winners in the most exciting of the modern tournaments. In the semi-final they beat Brazil in a minor classic after Kanu equalised in the dying seconds of ordinary time to make it 3–3 and scored a decisive Golden Goal four minutes later. In the final they left it until the last minute again, Emmanuel Amunike’s goal seeing off Argentina 3–2. The squad included Kanu, Amokachi, Okocha, Taribo West and Babayaro, all of whom would become familiar to Premier League audiences in years to come.

Sydney 2000 – Cameroon. Favourites Brazil, who included the prodigy Ronaldinho in their squad, again succumbed to a Golden Goal from an African side, this time nine-man Cameroon at the quarter-final stage. In the final Cameroon went 2–0 down to Spain but fought back to draw 2–2 and win on penalties as Spain imploded, finishing the game with nine men.

Athens 2004 – Argentina. An




1.3 WORLD CUP 1934
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SECOND ROUND (31 May)
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SECOND ROUND (31 May)









	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	





FIRST ROUND (both games 27 May)










	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	




SECOND ROUND (31 May)










	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	





FIRST ROUND (both games 27 May)










	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	




SECOND ROUND (both games 31 May)
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THIRD-PLACE MATCH*










	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	







WORLD CUP FINAL No.2
10 June 1934, Nazionale del PNF, Rome; 50,000








	
	
	



	
	
	















World Cup Heroes No.2
Luisito Monti (1901–83)
Argentina & Italy








1934 Team of the Tournament: 2–3–5




1.4 ORIUNDI








1.5 WORLD CUP 1938
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World Cup Heroes No.3
Leônidas da Silva (1913–2004)
Brazil








WORLD CUP FINAL No.3
19 June 1938, Yves du Manoir, Colombes; 45,124








	
	
	



	
	
	













World Cup Heroes No.4
Giuseppe Meazza (1910–79)
Italy









1938 Team of the Tournament: 2–3–5

















OEBPS/images/pub.png






OEBPS/images/f0022-01.png
URUGUAY






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
THE MAMMOTH BOOK OF

THE

WORLD GUP

THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE 1930-2018

NICK HOLT





