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    FIVE MINUTES ÉDITIONS


    FIVE MINUTES is an innovative publishing house founded on a simple yet powerful idea : to provide readers with useful, inspiring, and relevant knowledge in just five minutes. Through a unique approach that combines human expertise with artificial intelligence assistance, we offer a wide collection of short books designed to be read quickly while delivering genuine intellectual value.


    Our publishing house currently offers eleven distinct collections, each dedicated to a specific theme, to appeal to all tastes and curiosities : from technology and artificial intelligence (“Connected Worlds”) to ecology and sustainable development (“Planet Future”), education and general knowledge (“Knowledge in Brief”), economy and entrepreneurship (“Essential Business”), modern life and human relationships (“Life Moments”), mental health and well-being (“Body & Mind”), cultures and intercultural identities (“Crossed Perspectives”), social phenomena and current trends (“Echoes of the Everyday”), refined erotic fiction (“Sensual Feathers”), esotericism and spiritual mysteries (“Essence”), and finally futurism and the exploration of new possibilities (“New Horizons”).


    Each short book is systematically available in several languages (French, English, Arabic, Chinese, Spanish) and offered in both digital and audio formats, ensuring maximum accessibility and reaching a global audience.


    Our ambition is to democratize access to knowledge, culture, and intelligent entertainment by adapting to modern, fast-paced lifestyles. Each book is designed to quickly satisfy the curiosity of readers, enrich their understanding, or simply offer them a pleasant and stimulating moment in their day.

  

  
    LÉWIS VERDUN


    Léwis Verdun is a contemporary author in his forties, known for his ability to make diverse and complex subjects accessible. Passionate about the clear and concise transmission of knowledge, Léwis has a rich and varied background across many fields. Throughout his career, he has developed an effective method for addressing complex concepts in a simple and engaging way.


    Today, within FIVE MINUTES ÉDITIONS, Léwis leverages his editorial expertise and pedagogical skills, while using the most advanced tools in artificial intelligence to support his creative process. Thanks to this hybrid and innovative approach, he offers readers content that is relevant, enriching, and tailored to the rhythm of contemporary life.

  

  
    Methodological note on the use of artificial intelligence


    At FIVE MINUTES, artificial intelligence (AI) plays a strategic role from the very beginning of the editorial process. With our advanced DeepResearch tools, we conduct in-depth research on each topic in advance, allowing us to compile reliable and relevant online sources. The author then uses this pre-research to select, sort, and synthesize the most appropriate information for the book.


    In addition, AI closely supports the creative process by directly assisting the author during writing, offering suggestions to optimize the text and enrich its expression. It also contributes to editorial quality by identifying and pointing out narrative inconsistencies, thereby enhancing the relevance, completeness, and clarity of the content.


    Finally, to ensure the highest possible quality, each book undergoes a rigorous final review conducted manually by the author, guaranteeing perfect harmony between technological support and human expertise.

  

  
    COLLECTION “Knowledge in Brief”


    Easy access to fascinating general knowledge, presented clearly and simply. Each short story delves into a captivating subject–from history and science to culture and global mysteries. The perfect collection for quick intellectual satisfaction.

  

  
    Synopsis


    Why Did Latin Disappear ? This incisive essay published by the Five Minutes publishing house in the SAVOIR EN BREF collection traces the unexpected fate of the language that shaped Europe. Initially an imperial idiom and the lingua franca of scholars, Latin was relegated to the status of a “dead language” by the Reformation, the printing press and the rise of national tongues. Drawing on recent research and new statistics, the book shows how modern schooling and the Second Vatican Council accelerated its decline while reminding us that Latin survives in law, medicine and nearly half of English vocabulary.


    Why continue to study it ? Because Latin develops logic, enriches grammatical understanding and opens the door to the cultures that built our world. Through concrete examples – the abolition of the Latin Excellence programme, the elimination of courses in the United States, and initiatives by charter schools – the work exposes the educational and social stakes of a Latin renaissance.


    Hold on tight : this journey will reveal that Latin’s disappearance is only a mirage and that it remains a powerful tool for knowledge. A call to action for educators, parents and all who wish to reintroduce this millennial language into our future.

  

  
    Introduction


    As the language of the Roman Empire and the vehicle of Christianity, Latin long served as a lingua franca across Europe. Jurists, scientists and theologians used it to communicate beyond linguistic borders. Yet the language that shaped Western knowledge for more than a millennium gradually ceded its place to vernacular tongues. This book, written for the SAVOIR EN BREF collection of Five Minutes, provides a factual and concise analysis of why this decline occurred. It draws on recent research (from 2021 to 2026) and combines historical, educational and religious data to understand why this “dead” language remains very much alive in our words and institutions.

  

  
    1 – Latin, the language of an empire and of science


    During the Roman Empire Latin became the language of administration and culture. After Rome fell it remained the medium of clerks, jurists and scholars. Until the eighteenth century most European universities taught and published almost exclusively in Latin. Its rigorous syntax and rich abstract vocabulary allowed people from different nations to exchange ideas. A study of the EULER project on the University of Franeker (1585–1811) reports that 40 percent of its students and faculty came from abroad because Latin provided a common medium, and lectures in philosophy, mathematics and physics were delivered entirely in Latin.


    Latin also has direct descendants : the simplification of vulgaris (the spoken language) and the fragmentation of the Roman Empire gave birth to the Romance languages–Spanish, French, Italian, Portuguese and Romanian. These languages retain much of Latin grammar and vocabulary while adapting to everyday speech. Latin did not disappear ; it transformed.
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