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  Praise for the works of Stephen Alexander North



“Stephen Alexander North is an amazing writer and creates dramatic stories in multiple genres from dark fantasy to western and is a gifted poet. I am fortunate to have three of his books that grace my bookshelf. I eagerly await more of his amazing writing. Sincere congratulations on your success and I am thrilled you are among the selected writers that are Guardians of the Quill.” -Robert Bradley, Jr., LCSW, LSATP, Family Therapist and Multi-Published Author

“I have known Stephen A. North for 40 years. Friend, Author, Brother, Poet. From the moment I met him, he had a book in one hand and a pen in the other. He never fails to amaze me with his talent and passion for storytelling. If you are seeking escape, if you crave a page turning tale, then it is time to turn your literary eyes North! Adventure awaits…” -Craig Campbell
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For my friend Trinity-memyandi L Venter:

“Your beautifully chosen, and painfully inspired works

And your friendship 

Are a wondrous example of all it means

To be human

Yet reaching past torment and suffering

Toward what lies beyond 

And what we all eternally strive for”








  
  From The Back Cover


“…A problem is part of you

And is a physical presence 

Embodied in the same flesh 

And in the words 

‘There’s nothing wrong with you. 

It’s all in your head’

That’s what echoes once you know

What you’ve felt but didn’t understand 

The alarms a body gives off

The bombing raid siren 

stuck in the on position

While the bombs never stop.”
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  Beyond Apocalypse Newsletter


If you enjoy apocalyptic horror, thrillers, and science fiction tales, you will love Stephen Alexander North’s prose fiction. Join his  Beyond Apocalypse Newsletter to get the latest news, updates on book releases, free stuff, and more. 
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Are my days any less crazy than when I worked at Walmart? 

I’d have to say no, but what does that say about me? 

Maybe I carried the crazy away with me? 

Maybe I always have been, and always will be? 

I am a portal. A mouth opening wide...



Are books an investment in your future

A gamble with guaranteed dividends

An incentive to live beyond tomorrow

A question of what’s beyond that next page

An ‘I must know’ before I go situation

(from 11/28/2024)



“I’ve said this before, but I think during much of my life, Rod Serling has been just out of my sight, narrating what is about to happen to me.” 

(from November 29th, 2016, that time)



“Not sure where I’m going, but it’s beautiful there.”

(from November 29th, 2024)



“Taco sauce scribblings on a burrito sauce page.” A proffered alternate title of this book from the incomparably divergent mind of my friend, Rob Monson

(from December 14th,  2024)



Sadness in these words: “Now that I’m about to head for bed, the rain has passed.”

(from December 14th, 2024)



“We are creating magic spells, my love”

To my tiger, Kerri

(On the fourteenth day of December 2024

Writing beside her on a Saturday afternoon)








  
  Early Morning Drivel


Might be conversely called a drizzle

A downpour, or outpouring of words

Leading into, following a well-worn path

Where it looks like another one of those nights

When I just sit here

When I’m long past going to bed

It’s all too apparent

Nothing sensible fetters me

Or am I chained to inconstancy

The dilemma of a changing perspective

Or an omniscient point of view

Marred by overthinking

So, here I go

Letting my fingers do the talking

To an empty room

Or, heaven forbid, I might answer

I’ll conduct the end of this conversation

In my head only

But that’s just positive thinking

Not a promise

I’m trying not to lie to myself anymore

(completed at 2:49 a.m. on a Tuesday, on the twelfth day of November 2024)








  
  Border Lights


The blue is bordering on black

Between the sea and the night sky

While a sleeting rain falls

To the storm tossed waves

And all of nature’s madness

Washes across the stones of

The manmade pier and the line

Of lamplights that stretch the length

Of carved stone

And the yellow line reflects

In the puddles

Like miniature suns

Globes of warmth and comfort

In the night in contrast

(completed on a Thursday on the thirteenth day of November 2024 from a picture I will remember now)








  
  No Sleep November


He’s upset once Kerri leaves

He mourns and he cries

He howls his grief

He cannot contain his fears

They spill out

Audible anxiety

I don’t think he’s complicated

He just knows what he’s missing

His companion that never left his side

His papillon, his butterfly

Oreo, and his other love

Kerri

Oh, he loves me

But not if I’m sleeping

Must be like I’m dead

Or out of view

I’m sure he knows my scent

Anyway, he’s quiet for now

But now I’m hungry

Guess I’ll get up

Or lie hungry

(completed on a hungry delirium on the fourteenth day of November 2024)








  
  What Colors My Lines?


With these hands I can create

Or destroy

What’s in a name

What’s in a thought put to words

Surely it’s a lot

Is it complicated like love

Shared blood

A person is made up from

Many words

Is it a curse to have

Too many thoughts

To not simply be one

Of the many

When you zoom in close

That’s an individual

A unique person

An incomparable vintage

Because we aren’t the same

There will never be

Another one

What sounds do you make

What world do you see

What thoughts pollute

And trickle down

The slopes and valleys of your mind

Do you allow your anxiety and fear

To color.your lines

Do you hear what you say

What did someone say to me

So much of it was not love

Shouted in the heat of a moment

Still echoing inside me

I didn’t escape

Some people might celebrate that

Might smile to think of what they achieved

Not all of it was love

I don’t want any part of what wasn’t love

Not for anyone

Even if I hate you still

It becomes an echo

And one day only nothing

That’s what we all are in a bleak moment

When pushed over an edge

When you’re drowning in the dry air

We all are breathing

(completed on less than an hour’s sleep, on a Friday, on the fourteenth day of November 2024)
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