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        Kiss of Fire

      

      

      “Cooke, a.k.a. bestseller Claire Delacroix, dips into the paranormal realm with her sizzling new Dragonfire series...Efficient plotting moves the story at a brisk pace and paves the way for more exciting battles to come.”—Romantic Times

      

      “Paranormal fans with a soft spot for shape-shifting dragons will definitely enjoy Kiss of Fire, a story brimming with sexy heroes, evil villains threatening mayhem, death and world domination, ancient prophesies, and an engaging love story...An intriguing mythology and various unanswered plot threads set the stage for plenty more adventure to come in future Dragonfire stories.”—BookLoons

      

      “Deborah Cooke has definitely made me a fan. I am now lying in wait for the second book in this extremely exciting series.”—Romance Junkies

      

      “Wow, what an innovative and dazzling world Ms. Cooke has built with this new Dragonfire series. Her smooth and precise writing quickly draws the reader in and has you believing it could almost be real...I can’t wait for the next two books.”—Fresh Fiction

      

      
        
        Kiss of Fury

      

      

      “Those sexy dragons are back in the second chapter of Cooke’s exciting paranormal series...The intriguing characters continue to grow and offer terrific opportunities for story expansion. Balancing a hormone-driven romance with high-stakes action can be difficult, but Cooke manages with ease. Visiting this world is a pleasure.”—Romantic Times

      

      “The second book in Deborah Cooke’s phenomenal Dragonfire series expertly sets the stage for the next thrilling episode.”—Fresh Fiction

      

      “Entertaining and imaginative...a must-read for paranormal fans.”—BookLoons

      

      “Riveting...Deborah Cooke delivers a fiery tale of love and passion...She manages to leave us with just enough new questions to have us awaiting book three with bated breath!”—Wild on Books

      

      “Epic battles, suspense, ecological concerns, humor, and romance are highlights that readers can expect in this tale. Excellent writing, a smart story, and exceptional characters earn this novel the RRT Perfect 10 Rating. Don’t miss the very highly recommended Kiss of Fury.”—Romance Reviews Today

      

      “Deborah Cooke has only touched the surface about these wonderful men called the Pyr and their battle with the evil dragons...I am dying for more.”—Romance Junkies

      

      
        
        Kiss of Fate

      

      

      “Second chances are a key theme in this latest Dragonfire adventure. Cooke keeps the pace intense and the emotions raging in this powerful new read. She’s top-notch, as always!”—Romantic Times

      

      “An intense ride. Ms. Cooke has a great talent...If you love paranormal romance in any way, this is a series you should be following.”—Night Owl Reviews (reviewer top pick)

      

      
        
        Winter Kiss

      

      

      “A beautiful and emotionally gripping fourth novel, Winter Kiss is compelling and will keep readers riveted in their seats and breathing a happy sigh at the love shared between Delaney and Ginger...Sizzling-hot love scenes and explosive emotions make Winter Kiss a must read!”—Romance Junkies

      

      “A terrific novel!”—Romance Reviews Today

      

      “All the Pyr and their mates from the previous three books in this exciting series are included in this final confrontation with Magnus and his evil Dragon’s Blood Elixir. It’s another stellar addition to this dynamic paranormal saga with the promise of more to come.” —Fresh Fiction

      

      
        
        Whisper Kiss

      

      

      “This is a terrific Kiss urban romantic fantasy...The author has ‘Cooked’ another winner with the tattoo artist and the dragon shape-shifter.”—Alternate Worlds

      

      “Cooke introduces her most unconventional and inspiring heroine to date with tattoo artist Rox...Cooke aces another one!”—Romantic Times (four and a half stars)

      

      “Deborah Cooke has again given readers a truly dynamic story in her Dragonfire chronicles.”—Fresh Fiction

      

      “Whisper Kiss by Deborah Cooke is now my unofficial official favorite!...Bursting with emotions, passion and even a real fire or four, I count myself lucky not to have spontaneously combusted! Don’t miss this sizzling addition to Deborah Cooke’s Dragonfire series—it is marvelous!”—Romance Junkies

      

      
        
        Darkfire Kiss

      

      

      “Deborah Cooke’s Dragonfire novels are impossible to put down. Darkfire Kiss is no exception. I dare any reader to skim any part of this terrific story!”—Romance Reviews Today

      

      “Quick action, engaging prose, and hot sex.”—Publishers Weekly

      

      “Another book not to be missed!”—Fresh Fiction

      

      “An action-packed, fast-paced romantic read.”—TwoLips Reviews

      

      
        
        Flashfire

      

      

      “Deborah Cooke is a dragonmaster of a storyteller...Lorenzo fills the pages with enigmatic glory only rivaled by his mate, Cassie, and I did not stop turning pages until the firestorm was ended.”—The Reading Frenzy

      

      “Cooke’s long-running series continues to be a sexy and thrilling winner!”—Romantic Times

      

      “Thrilling and unpredictable...Flashfire is another great addition on one of my favorite paranormal romance series.”—Paranormal Haven

      

      
        
        Ember’s Kiss

      

      

      “The Dragonfire series continues to delight its fans with the dragon shifters finding their destined mates and the danger they face as they complete their trials. If you love dragons, this series is sure to please.”—Romance Reader’s Connection

      

      “Ember’s Kiss is another well-written, fascinating and amazing storyline in Deborah Cooke’s Dragonfire series. Deborah creates a world of beautiful dragons and timeless love. I have loved Deborah’s dragons since the very beginning and I was immensely pleased that she brought together the Pyr in this amazing tale.”—The Reading Cafe
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            Dear Reader

          

        

      

    

    
      When I first had the idea of writing about a society of dragon shape shifters hidden amongst us, I had no expectation that the world of Dragonfire would become both so intricate and so compelling. I certainly didn’t imagine that there would be so many books in the series. As the world has evolved, I’ve been keeping notes for my own reference. This volume has grown out of those notes—augmented and expanded from my scribbles—in response to reader demand.

      I’m thrilled that so many of you find my Dragonfire world and my Pyr heroes so interesting, and that enthusiasm is why I’m continuing to write more stories set in the world of the Pyr, with the DragonFate novels. This is a good point to do some documentation, though, as the original Dragonfire series has come to is completion, plus we’ve had a spin-off young adult series set in the future. DragonFate picks up the story of the Pyr several years after Firestorm Forever and features the younger dragon shifters of the Dragon Legion as they face a new challenge from Maeve, the Queen of the Dark Fae. Maeve is introduced in Firestorm Forever but there’s only a glimpse of her plans by the end of that book.

      This guide is organized in sections. First is a section on the books themselves. This includes a brief overview of the world of Dragonfire, a discussion about reading order, then summaries of the individual books in order with comments from me on each book.

      The second section is an alphabetical Glossary of Terms. This describes the detail of the Dragonfire world—if you haven’t read all of the books, be warned that there are spoilers here. Many of the elements of the realm of the Pyr evolved over the course of the series—thanks to the influence of the darkfire—or changed outright over time, and those transitions are documented here for reference.

      The third section is an alphabetical List of Characters, independent of their nature and whether they survived to the end of the series. Throughout these two sections, you’ll find quotes from the books, chosen to illustrate a point or just because I like them.

      Following the List of Characters, you’ll find family trees for the Pyr. These are also available as free PDF downloads on my website, if you’d like to print them out in a larger format.

      Next, you’ll find interviews I did with the first six of the Pyr featured in the Dragonfire series. Each of those Pyr is interviewed on a specific facet of the Pyr world or nature. These were posted on my website in 2009 and were popular there, so I’ve included them here.

      Finally, you’ll find Harmonia’s Kiss. This short story evolved from an out-take of Whisper Kiss and features Drake and the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors, who choose in this story to call themselves the Dragon Legion. This story is available on its own in ebook, but has not been included in a print edition until now.

      I’ve had some wonderful help with compiling this volume. The detailed summaries were compiled by Carol Malcolm and edited by Mary Dieterich—I appreciate the assistance of both of them. Amber Carpenter also did an excellent proofread for me of the Character list and Glossary. Any remaining errors are my own.

      The Dragonfire Novels have their own menu on my website, which features all the books set in this particular fictional world. You can find it here.

      There are also Pinterest boards showing some of my inspiration. You can also sign up for my newsletter, Dragons & Angels, which features my paranormal romances.

      I hope you find this volume helpful and interesting. I had a wonderful time compiling it and have used it extensively in its pre-published form myself.

      Happy reading and all my best—

      Deborah

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Dragonfire Series Overview

          

        

      

    

    
      Before we look at the individual books and stories, let’s examine the underlying assumptions and details of the world of Dragonfire.

      The Dragon’s Tail Wars are the final conflict between Pyr and Slayers, a foretold battle which only one kind of dragon shifter will survive. The Dragon’s Tail is an astrological event—the moon takes nineteen years to complete a circuit in the sky visible from earth. Each half of the cycle is called a node and takes about nine and a half years. The first half is called the Dragon’s Head, because the moon appears to be ascending. This node is said to favorably influence expansion and growth. The other node of the moon is called the Dragon’s Tail, because the moon appears to be descending in the sky. This node is believed to favor balancing of debts and rebuilding foundations.

      The first Dragon’s Tail of the twenty-first century began in June 2006 and is believed to be a phase particularly geared to reorganization, the establishment of balance and karmic reckoning. It was forecast to be a phase of severe weather, and a period in which it was critical for us to rebalance our relationship with each other and with the earth. The first lunar eclipse after in this node of the mood was on March 3, 2007 and it sparked the first of the Dragonfire firestorms, Quinn’s in Kiss of Fire. The moon’s node turned again in October 2015, which made the last total lunar eclipse of this phase the blood moon on September 28, 2015. This eclipse sparked Sloane’s firestorm in Firestorm Forever.

      The Pyr are an ancient species of dragon shape shifters with a mission to defend the four elements and the treasures of the earth. They include humans amongst those treasures. Their name is derived from the Greek word for ‘fire’. The Pyr have become divided over the centuries, partly because of the actions of humans. In the Middle Ages, dragons were hunted by humans, both because they were seen as wicked and because their bodies were believed to be the source of magical cures for human ailments. In this era, the Pyr divided ranks, some of them no longer seeing humans as treasures to be defended. These dragon shifters became known as Slayers—the Pyr say that they denied the divine spark of the Great Wyvern by rejecting their original mandate. The blood of Slayers is black and caustic, and they cannot have firestorms. They are still Pyr in terms of their abilities, though, so some distinguish between “Pyr” and “true Pyr”. The dragon shifters have a saying that Pyr are born but Slayers are made.

      In the world of Dragonfire, individual Pyr live long lives but aren’t immortal. Each Pyr comes into his shifting powers at puberty and once he grows to maturity, he ages very slowly. Each Pyr will have one firestorm in his long life. This is an opportunity to conceive a son. The firestorm sparks between the Pyr and his destined mate—quite literally, sparks fly between them, so the Pyr can’t mistake the identity of the woman fated to conceive and bear his son. The firestorm creates light and heat which are both stronger with closer proximity, but also kindles sexual desire. The firestorm cannot be denied, and grows in intensity the longer it remains unfulfilled. When the Pyr and his mate satisfy the firestorm, the sparks disappear and a child is conceived that first time. The Pyr in question will also begin to age after the fulfillment of his firestorm. There are those who believe that his body will match its aging process to that of his mate, at least if they remain together.

      The Pyr have sons the vast majority of the time. There is only one female Pyr at any given time, known as the Wyvern, and she has additional powers. The Wyvern at the beginning of Dragonfire is Sophie. Traditionally, the Wyvern has been so elusive that the Pyr seldom see her and many Pyr have believed her to be almost divine. Sophie is determined to take a more active role in ensuring the survival of her kind because she knows the Dragon’s Tail Wars are pending.

      The spark of a firestorm can be felt by all Pyr—including Slayers, so it tends to create a gathering of dragon shifters. Slayers may come to interfere with the firestorm’s satisfaction, out of spite or a desire to ensure there are fewer Pyr born. In contrast, the Pyr are drawn to support the Pyr in question, by assisting in his defense and that of his mate.

      Since each of the Dragonfire novels is a paranormal romance, each one features a firestorm. (Firestorm Forever is the exception: since it’s the series finale, it features three firestorms.) The Pyr also believe that firestorms of key importance to the survival of their kind (such as those during this Dragon’s Tail node of the moon) are ignited by a total lunar eclipse.

      The Dragonfire Novels fall into groups for me, with each group having a specific role in the recounting of the overall arc of the story of the Dragon’s Tail Wars. The first three show the launch of the Dragon’s Tail Wars, but also orient the reader in the world of the Pyr. These books introduce the continuing characters, the world of Dragonfire, and many of the concepts that are developed over the series. In Kiss of Fire, we meet the Pyr through the perspective of Quinn, a dragon shifter who is alienated from his kind yet should perform a key role for them as the Smith. In Kiss of Fury, we experience the firestorm with an established fighter in the Pyr who isn’t interested in permanent relationships. In Kiss of Fate, we share the transformative power of the firestorm with the Pyr most invested in the community of dragon shifters yet the one whose own firestorm failed and whose son turned Slayer. This trilogy shows that the Dragon’s Tail is about more than the war with the Slayers, but is a time of testing assumptions and challenging the Pyr to change.

      The second trilogy within the Dragonfire saga is focused on the Dragon’s Blood Elixir and the battle against its creator, the Slayer, Magnus Montmorency. This is accomplished in three steps by the Pyr. First, the source of the Elixir has to be found and destroyed, which is Delaney’s chosen mission in Winter Kiss. It’s a personal quest for him, since he was infected with the Elixir against his will, but one he can only successfully complete with the help of Ginger, his destined mate, and the firestorm. Secondly, those Slayers infected with the Elixir have to be hunted down and destroyed. This is Niall’s quest in Whisper Kiss, one that becomes very personal: Niall discovers that his dead twin brother, Phelan, has not only become a shadow dragon but means to steal Niall’s mate, Rox. Finally, Magnus himself has to be killed, no small feat and one that falls to Rafferty, who has the longest and most bitter enmity against the Slayer. Stakes are raised in Darkfire Kiss when Rafferty’s firestorm sparks and his destined mate, Melissa, proves to have a vendetta against Magnus as well.

      The third grouping of stories involves bringing the outsiders of the Pyr into the community of the greater group. Lorenzo has long avoided the Pyr and is actually courted by Chen to turn Slayer in his book, Flashfire. A master illusionist, Lorenzo is good at disguising his true intention and feelings, at least until he meets Cassie, who sees right through him. Brandon is an exile from the Pyr: as a result of his parents’ divorce, he knows little of his skills, and he’s been taught his mother’s distrust of them. That ignorance makes him an easy target for the Slayer Chen in Ember’s Kiss as well as skeptical of the Pyr who try to help him—at least until his mate, Liz, becomes determined to save him from Chen.

      The Dragon Legion novellas can be considered to be part of this grouping of “outsider” stories, but are also a group in their own right. This trilogy of stories takes the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors back in time to their firestorms, which they’ve missed since they were enchanted for several millennia. These stories include time travel and some mythical journeys, too. In Kiss of Danger, Alexander is returned to the destined mate and son he left behind. In Kiss of Darkness, Damien travels to the underworld to retrieve his pregnant lost love. In Kiss of Destiny, Thad’s firestorm sparks on Mount Olympus with a nymph who steals his heart forever. Drake, the leader of the troop, is the only one to return to contemporary times.

      Ember’s Kiss and the Dragon Legion novellas could also be considered a group in their own right, as each of them features a heroine who is an elemental witch. These four firestorms fulfill a prophecy which allows Thorolf to eliminate Viv Jason, an ancient foe of the Pyr in his book, Serpent’s Kiss.

      The short story Harmonia’s Kiss was published between Winter Kiss and Whisper Kiss, but really could be considered part of two different groups: it could be a prologue to the Dragon Legion novellas, as it concerns the quest of the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors to find meaning in their situation. (This is why it’s included in the digital bundle Dragonfire Reunion.) It also could be considered a prologue to Drake’s firestorm in Firestorm Forever, because Drake met Ronnie for the first time in Harmonia’s Kiss, and actually she’s responsible for him finding hope in his future.

      There are four firestorms in the last two books of the Dragonfire series, all of which contribute their part to ridding the world of Slayers and ensuring the Pyr’s triumph. In Serpent’s Kiss, Thorolf destroys three foes with the help of his goddess-mate, Chandra: Viv Jason, from the ancient curse, the Slayer Chen and the Jormungand, which accelerates the healing of the world. In Firestorm Forever, Drake’s firestorm with Ronnie exposes Jorge and his plan; Marco and his mate, Jac, hunt both Jorge and the clones of the Slayer Boris Vassily that are hatching with each eclipse; and Sloane and his destined mate Sam work together to find a cure for the disease ravaging the world. Sloane and Sam’s firestorm sparks at the very end of the book, closing the entire series with a firestorm, just as it began.

      The portal opens to the realm of the Fae in Firestorm Forever, and Maeve, the Fae Queen, is introduced in that book. She’s not vanquished, even though she’s on a quest to eliminate all shifters and “half-breeds” from the world. The battle against Maeve is left to the Dragon Legion and is the storyline of the DragonFate Novels.

      We’ll also learn more about the origin of the Pyr in the DragonFate Novels.
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            Reading Order

          

        

      

    

    
      It is best to read the Dragonfire Novels in order as the entire series recounts the events of the Dragon’s Tail Wars.

      There is, however, a spin-off paranormal young adult series featuring the coming-of-age of Zoë Sorensson, the daughter of Erik, leader of the Pyr, and his mate Eileen. As mentioned above, there is only one female Pyr at any given time and at the beginning of Dragonfire, the Wyvern is Sophie. Sophie dies in Kiss of Fate, during Erik and Eileen’s firestorm. The resulting child is a girl, Zoë, whom Erik hopes will be the new Wyvern. The timing of Sophie’s death is regrettable, since the Pyr come into their powers at puberty: Erik fears that the Dragon’s Tail Wars will be over before Zoë claims her abilities. His concern with his daughter’s abilities is an ongoing thread in the subsequent books. Zoë appears to have some abilities of a Wyvern—like casting dreams—but these occur less often after she begins to talk. The Dragon Diaries is a paranormal young adult trilogy that tells of Zoë’s coming of age. When her powers begin to manifest, she has to figure out how to use them all by herself since there are no other Wyverns. She also realizes that the Pyr face a new challenge, one that the older Pyr don’t take seriously. It’s up to Zoë and the next generation to save the day. The trilogy has one story arc, so it is best to read these three books in order.

      When should you read this series? Well, I wrote it at the same time I was writing Darkfire Kiss and it was published shortly afterward. The first option is to read it after Darkfire Kiss. The other is to read it in terms of chronological time since the Dragonfire Novels are set in real time. Zoë is conceived in 2008 and born November 16, 2008. The Dragonfire Novels finish with the epilogue in Firestorm Forever in October 2015. Flying Blind, book #1 of the Dragon Diaries, begins in April 2024. So the second option is to read Zoë’s story after you’ve read all of the Dragonfire Novels.

      But then, there’s another spin-off series, which complicates things even more. The DragonFate Novels are set in the same world as Dragonfire and features a new challenge to the Pyr, one that is faced primarily by the Dragon Legion. Other Pyr we know and love will make cameo appearances, but the focus will be on new firestorms and new battles. Maeve’s Book of Beasts, the prequel to the DragonFate Novels, is set in October 2019, putting it right between the Dragonfire Novels and the Dragon Diaries in terms of chronological time.

      I also hope to write some historical romances set in this world, to explain—for example—the source of the Dragon’s Egg, and more. Reading in chronological order is going to become complicated, so you might want to read the books in the order they were written.

      In the next section, you’ll find each book in the series in order, beginning with the cover copy, the prophecy, and a summary of the story. Each book’s entry concludes with my comments on the book.
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            The Books

          

        

      

    

    
      For millennia, the shape-shifting dragon warriors known as the Pyr have lived peacefully as guardians of both the four elements and the earth’s treasures. But now the final reckoning between the Pyr, who count humans among these treasures, and the Slayers, who would eradicate humans and the Pyr who protect them, is about to begin...

      There are ten novels, three novellas and a short story in the Dragonfire series of paranormal romances. The arc of the entire series takes place over an eight year period in our time, beginning March 3, 2007 and ending October 1, 2015. Each book is a romance, but the series should be read in order to follow the over-arching story of the Dragon’s Tail Wars.

      In order, the books are:

      1. Kiss of Fire - Quinn, the Smith, and Sara

      2. Kiss of Fury - Donovan, the Warrior, and Alex

      3. Kiss of Fate - Erik, leader of the Pyr, and Eileen

      4. Winter Kiss - Delaney and Ginger

      5. Harmonia’s Kiss - a short story about the Dragon’s Tooth Warriors (who become the Dragon Legion)

      6. Whisper Kiss - Niall and Rox

      7. Darkfire Kiss - Rafferty and Melissa

      8. Flashfire - Lorenzo and Cassie

      9. Ember’s Kiss - Brandon and Liz

      10. Kiss of Danger - Alexander and Katina

      11. Kiss of Darkness - Damien and Petra

      12. Kiss of Destiny - Thad and Aura

      13. Serpent’s Kiss - Thorolf and Chandra

      14. Firestorm Forever - Sloane, the Apothecary, and Samantha; Drake, leader of the Dragon Legion, and Veronica; Marco, the Sleeper, and Jacelyn.

      

      There are four digital boxed sets available of the series. The Dragon Legion Collection, includes Kiss of Danger, Kiss of Darkness and Kiss of Destiny, is the only bundle available in both digital and print editions.

      Dragonfire Quest includes Kiss of Fire, Kiss of Fury and Kiss of Fate. Dragonfire Elixir includes Winter Kiss, Whisper Kiss and Darkfire Kiss. Dragonfire Reunion includes Flashfire, Ember’s Kiss, Harmonia’s Kiss, Kiss of Danger, Kiss of Darkness and Kiss of Destiny. Dragonfire Triumph includes Serpent’s Kiss and Firestorm Forever.

      All of the individual books are available in ebook, trade paperback and hardcover collectors’ editions. There are links on Deborah’s website to buy signed copies of the entire series from Deborah in trade paperback or hardcover.
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            Kiss of Fire
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        One kiss can change the course of destiny…

      

      

      When ace accountant Sara Keegan decides to settle down and run her quirky aunt’s New Age bookstore, she’s not looking for adventure. She doesn’t believe in fate or the magic of tarot cards, but when she’s saved from a vicious attack by a man who has the ability to turn into a fire-breathing dragon, she questions whether she’s losing her mind—or about to lose her heart.

      Self-reliant loner Quinn Tyrrell has long been distrustful of his fellow Pyr. When he feels the firestorm that signals his destined mate, he’s determined to protect and possess Sara, regardless of the cost. Then Sara’s true destiny is revealed and Quinn realizes he must risk everything—even Sara’s love—to fulfill their entwined fates.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

      
        
        The Protagonists

      

      

      Kiss of Fire recounts the firestorm of Quinn Tyrrell, who is both the Smith of the Pyr and an outsider. He decided long ago to avoid his fellow dragon shifters, for various reasons, and intends to continue on that path. Quinn is a good ambassador for readers meeting the Pyr for the first time, because he doesn’t know their history or relationships either. He also has some details wrong, thanks to the meddling of a Slayer who pretended to be his friend. His mate, Sara, who likes to solve riddles and believes everything is logical, asks a lot of questions, compelling him to delve deeper into the lore of his kind and learn where he has it wrong.

      Dragons are said to have an affection for virgins (or maidens), damsels in distress and princesses. There aren’t many virgins in Dragonfire, although there are plenty of damsels in distress, many of whom are being targeted by Slayers. Sara is the only princess: the name Sara means ‘princess’, and she also has that delicate prettiness we associate with the role. Her nature is in contrast to her appearance, though, as Sara is pragmatic and logical. She’s stubborn enough to not let go of a riddle once she’s found it, and is an innovative problem-solver. She challenges Quinn’s assumptions and makes him re-think what he believes he knows, as well as stealing his heart away forever.

      

      
        
        The Elements

      

      

      In Kiss of Fire, Sophie reveals that each Pyr has affinities to two elements and that his destined mate will have affinities to the remaining two.

      
        
        “The Smith commanded earth and fire, whether he knew it or not, bringing the persistent power of earth and the passion of fire to all he touched. The Seer held the reins of winter and air, again whether she knew it or not, bringing the intuitive understanding of water and the cold reason of air to every puzzle she encountered. The four elements would join with their union and create a greater fusion of their abilities.”

        —from Kiss of Fire

        

      

      Quinn’s affinities are for earth and fire, a fitting combination for the Smith who works with fire and metal. Sara’s affinities are to air and water—she’s analytical, as shown in her past in finance and her desire to be organized, and that’s the side of herself that she knows best. Water governs her ability to have psychic dreams and visions, which is harder for her to accept.

      

      
        
        The Setting

      

      

      Quinn’s firestorm is sparked by the total lunar eclipse of March 3, 2007. Although he feels the heat of his firestorm from his home in Traverse City, Michigan, he’s in no hurry to go to his mate, since he expects the Pyr to meet him there. He meets Sara in Ann Arbor, Michigan when he exhibits his work at the Outdoor Art Exhibition in July.

      

      
        
        The Prophecy

      

        

      
        When the Dragon’s Tail demands its price,

        And the moon is devoured once, not twice,

        Seer and Smith will again unite.

        Water and air, with fire and earth

        This sacred union will give birth

        To the Pyr’s sole chance to save the Earth.

      

      

      

      
        
        The Story

      

      

      Prologue: On March 3, 2007, six members of the Pyr high circle meet in southern Libya to use the Dragon’s Egg to determine the location of the next firestorm, shown to be Ann Arbor, Michigan. Erik Sorensson tells the group they will all go, as a final battle is forthcoming. In the Kalahari desert, six others have gathered, having captured a seventh, the female Wyvern They torture her by threatening to cut off her wings to learn the name of the human woman (Sara Keegan) and the Pyr who will be her mate via the firestorm (Quinn Tyrrell, the Smith). In Traverse City, Michigan, Quinn changes into his dragon form for the first time in centuries and realizes his firestorm is coming.

      Chapter 1: Four months later, July 2007: as Sara Keegan leaves the New Age bookstore she inherited from her aunt, she spots a gold coin on the threshold of the shop, then gets attacked by a man who knows her name. She is on the verge of being choked when the pressure suddenly disappears. When Sara looks up, she sees a silver and blue dragon, and her attacker runs away. Sara passes out briefly, and when she comes to, she no longer sees a dragon. There is a man there who helps her up and offers to walk her to a safe area. Despite her misgivings, Sara allows him to do so, at which point he disappears. After watching to ensure Sara makes it safely home, Quinn adds protections around her house.

      Chapter 2: The next morning, Sara wakes to a woman’s cry for help, but cannot find anyone in distress. At an art show the same morning, Quinn sees another Pyr, who approaches him and tells him it is his duty to breed. Sara arrives at the fair and spots Quinn in his booth. She thanks him for his assistance the night before and learns both his name and his trade: blacksmith. Very aware of her growing attraction to Quinn, Sara then spots a mermaid door knocker she insists upon buying for her shop. Quinn offers to install it for her.

      Chapter 3: While working in the book shop updating the accounting records, Sara is interrupted by an unusual man who enters the shop and asks where he can find the books on mythology. The mermaid doorknocker lights up orange and becomes hot to the touch. The customer comes to the counter with three books, and Sara briefly sees green flames in his eyes. The man tells Sara he chose the books, all titles on dragons, for her and then says, “It is prophesied that the Seer and the Smith will be the first partners of the new age.” Sara realizes he is the man she saw at Quinn’s booth. He says the Slayers will kill her to keep the prophecy from coming true. He also introduces himself as Erik Sorensson, leader of the Pyr. After Erik abruptly leaves, Quinn arrives and transforms into a dragon in front of Sara—the same one she’d seen the night before. Quinn changes back and explains a bit about the mystical characteristics of being the Smith. Sara shares some information about her past and why she took over her aunt’s shop, leaving her previous life as an accountant behind. Quinn demonstrates the firestorm by touching palms with Sara and reveals that they are destined mates. He then recites the prophecy of the Seer and the Smith, which says their child will save the Earth. Sara then asks to touch one of Quinn’s talons.

      Chapter 4: Sara’s reaction to the idea of destined mates lets Quinn know she is not quite on board yet. Once he learns Erik has visited Sara, he becomes more concerned, due to a past history with the Pyr leader. Quinn tries to convince Sara to come with him right then so he can better protect her, but she balks and remains at the shop. Quinn does blow a trail of protective dragonsmoke around Sara’s store, which also identifies him as her protector. Sara tries to adjust the thermostat on the air conditioning system, which has been acting up. While trying to fix the air conditioning, Sara finds a velvet bag containing her aunt’s tarot cards. She wonders to herself if her aunt meant for her to make the discovery, and the air conditioning comes back on. Fearing a fire due to faulty wiring, Sara turns off the breaker to the system. As she works with the tarot cards, the same one keeps coming up: the Lovers. Then the air conditioning comes back on, without a power source. A book falls from a shelf to the floor—three times: Awakening the Psychic Within. In his booth, Quinn hears another Pyr, in his mind, using old-speak, which he believes only Slayers can do, though at first, he thinks it sounds like his old friend, Ambrose. Sara reads some of the book on psychics and pulls the High Priestess card from the tarot deck. She has a vision about a woman with the same voice that had woken her that morning, and also hears the words, “It is forbidden to injure the Wyvern!” Disturbed, Sara locks up the shop to leave, and sees the same gold coin at the doorstep as was there the night before. She decides to go see Quinn about it, but does not notice the man following her.

      Chapter 5: Sara arrives at Quinn’s booth, tells him about her vision, and asks about the Wyvern. Quinn explains that the Wyvern is the only female Pyr, until she dies and her ability gets passed on to another who carries the Pyr gene. The Wyvern has the gift of prophecy, knowing which male will experience the firestorm next, and who his mate is. Quinn also explains the role of the Pyr: to protect the Earth, including humankind. Slayers, however, see the humans as destroyers of the Earth and want to get rid of them. Sara and Quinn surmise the Wyvern must be a captive of the Slayers, which explains how they knew to look for the two of them. They arrange a meeting with Erik, even though Quinn doesn’t trust him. As both men change into their dragon forms, another dragon group attacks.

      Chapter 6: While watching the dragon battle from the bell tower, Sara sees a huge golden dragon sneaking up on her. He talks about Quinn as though he knows him, and she realizes it is the same man who attacked her the night before. When he breathes fire on Sara, Erik arrives and pushes her over the edge of the tower, but Quinn catches her and takes her far away from the action. Erik comes to them and arranges a meeting where they can talk. Sara wants to go along, and Quinn agrees. They go to Sara’s place to shower first, during which they have a pre-sexual interlude.

      Chapter 7: When Quinn and Sara arrive at Erik’s hotel room, four other Pyr are also in attendance. Quinn learns Erik knew his father. The other Pyr take Quinn to task for not remaining with them, but he states he had no wish to after the death of Ambrose, his mentor. Erik says Ambrose was a Slayer, but Quinn does not believe him. The other men are also unhappy over the death of Delaney, lost in the battle earlier that night, and at the fact his body was taken away by the Slayers, to dishonor it, they think. Sara tells them according to one of the books Erik suggested she read, what they really wanted to do was make sure he stayed dead. The others realize the Slayers took the bodies of their own dead in order to revive them. Despite his reluctance to believe that Ambrose was a Slayer, Quinn remembers being introduced to his former mentor with a gold coin like the one he’d found the night before when fighting the dragon who attacked Sara. Back at her home, Sara realizes she forgot to show Quinn the coin she had found that morning before he left. She holds it to see if she can summon a vision, but when nothing happens, she goes to bed.

      Chapter 8: Sara has a dream/vision about a four-year-old boy witnessing the destruction of his village, and she feels the boy must be Quinn. When she wakes, Sara then hears the Wyvern again, and feels actual pain from cuts, though nothing shows on her body. She meets Quinn downstairs and tells him they need to help the Wyvern. Quinn dismisses the idea, mainly because they don’t know where to start looking, and he refuses to place Sara in additional danger. Sara describes her dream/vision and asks if Quinn will send Erik to her to explain all he knows about the Wyvern. He does not want to summon Erik, despite Sara pointing out she thinks Erik has been watching out for Quinn, and that she believes it was Ambrose who threatened her in the tower the night before. In the street, Sara and Quinn indulge in a literal traffic-stopping kiss before he leaves her at her shop. Inside, since she now accepts Aunt Magda’s existence as a ghost, Sara asks for help finding information on the Wyvern, and a book falls to the floor. Back at the art fair, Donovan, Erik’s cohort, walks up and tosses Quinn a coin, challenging him to a blood duel in response to the death of Delaney in the battle the night before. At first, Quinn tries to talk Donovan out of fighting, but then agrees. Back at her shop, Sara discovers information in the book Magda pulled out for her about the Cathars and the destruction of the town of Béziers. She thinks this is what she witnessed in her vision, though that would make Quinn over eight hundred years old. Sara decides to head over to Quinn’s booth on her own. Donovan and Quinn begin their duel, but in the midst of it, the Slayer, Lucien, shows up, and the two Pyr team up to face off against him. On her way to Quinn, Sara gets stopped by two men: Ambrose and a Russian man, who puts Sara in some kind of thrall and entices her into their car. Back at the dragon fight, Quinn and Donovan kill Lucien, but then Quinn realizes Sara is in danger, and he and Donovan leave together to find her.

      Chapter 10: While Ambrose drives the car with Sara asleep in the backseat, Boris muses on how difficult it has proven to kill Sara, and devises a plan to permit Sara to escape and lead the Pyr into a trap when trying to save the Wyvern. Donovan and Quinn go get the others to plan the rescue of Sara. Sara has a dream/vision of Quinn as a young man beginning to come into his abilities, but not understanding what they are, and she sees him meet Ambrose for the first time. Quinn, Erik, Donovan, Niall, and Rafferty form two groups to go look for Sara, Niall’s air affinity giving them a trail to follow. Sara wakes in strange surroundings, once again to the sound of the Wyvern’s voice, but this time the woman herself is there. Sara cleans the Wyvern’s (Sophie’s) wounds, while she tries to figure out a way to escape.

      Chapter 11: Rafferty, with his earth affinity, opens a hole in the ground near the cabin where Sara is being held. Inside, Sara and Sophie discuss the firestorm and what it means, and Sophie explains to Sara about coins and blood duels when she sees the one Sara has. Sophie points out the prophecy regarding the Seer and the Smith does not specifically state they will give birth to a child, implying the words may refer to something else. Sara feels the ground tremble, and then a large hole opens in the floor of the cabin, out of which Quinn appears. Quinn sends Sara through the tunnel and tries to get to Sophie, but three Slayers appear and use their dragonsmoke as a weapon against Quinn. Sophie tells him to go, as he is the one they really want. As Quinn runs down the tunnel with Sara on his back, they get almost all of the way out before smoke hits one of Quinn’s legs, injuring him. After Niall and Rafferty pull Quinn out of the ground, Sara suggests they breathe their dragonfire on Quinn so he can heal. Sara suggests to Quinn they head home and take care of the firestorm.

      Chapter 12: Back at the cabin, Sophie realizes the Slayers are using her as bait to trap the Pyr. She also reflects upon Sara and Quinn as the Seer and the Smith, understanding their respective gifts (Quinn with earth and fire, Sara with water and air) would join the four elements together with their union, creating more power. Sophie also sends Sara a dream. Quinn learns Ambrose did not teach him everything he needed to know about being Pyr, and Sara suggests their first meeting was also supposed to be a challenge from Ambrose. Sara tells Quinn, Niall, and Rafferty they should all be able to learn how to wield the power of all elements. This would increase their power immensely in the battle against the Slayers. Sara encourages Quinn to talk to Erik about the past, and they agree to meet the next morning. At Sara’s, she and Quinn explore the firestorm by having sex for the first time (or three). The next morning, Quinn finds a silver hair in his temple, understanding this means he is aging after satisfying the firestorm.

      Chapter 13: Quinn meets with Erik and learns the truth about his family’s murders, that Ambrose was responsible, and that Erik and Quinn’s father were close friends. Erik also gives Quinn a coin that had belonged to his father, with the comment that his father had said he could make it his own. Quinn realizes Erik has been telling him the truth and so invites him up to Sara’s for coffee. Meanwhile, Sara has a dream of Elizabeth, who had been Quinn’s wife in colonial America, seeing her be burned alive by Ambrose. Sara then asks the men when they all (including her) will rescue the Wyvern. When Sara suggests Quinn needs to work with the Pyr, Quinn objects. Sara says she knows he still suspects Erik of Elizabeth’s death, but she knows it was Ambrose because she saw it.

      Chapter 14: Sara assures Quinn that Elizabeth did not blame him for anything. Sara explains about her own parents’ deaths in a fire following a car accident. They realize that Ambrose killed her parents, believing Sara to be in the car with them at the time, as she originally planned to be. While the Pyr train together for their assault on the cabin to rescue the Wyvern, Rafferty teaches Sara how to resist beguilement. She asks Rafferty if the firestorm is only about mating, and he responds that it depends. When the group (including Sara, who convinced Quinn she must go as she can cross dragonsmoke without being harmed) meets to leave, Sara notices there are no longer literal sparks when she and Quinn touch. She asks if the firestorm is over, but Quinn doesn’t give a direct answer. When they arrive at the cabin, Erik warns them some of the Slayers may be concealing themselves. Sara goes inside to get Sophie, then hears Ambrose outside, setting the cabin on fire. Sara asks Sophie to change into a small shape to escape her chains, and the Wyvern changes into a salamander, which Sara puts in her pocket. Then she screams.

      Chapter 15: As the dragon battle rages, Erik faces off against a smaller green dragon that is blocking him from going after Boris. It turns out to be Sigmund, Erik’s only son, who has turned Slayer. He uses the name Sigmund Guthrie and is the author of the book on how to kill the Pyr, one of the titles Erik pulled out of a shelf in Sara’s shop for her to read. Though taunted, Erik refuses to kill his son, flinging him away. Sigmund recovers and hits Erik twice from behind while Boris breathes dragonfire on him. As Ambrose flies up to meet the Pyr, Sara grabs onto his tail to escape the fire. Quinn distracts Ambrose by throwing his coin and issuing a challenge. Ambrose drops Sara, but Quinn cannot dive into the smoke after her, since it would kill him. Then a sleek white dragon saves Sara from falling, and they realize it is the Wyvern. Despite his injuries, Quinn determines to fight Ambrose alone, telling the other two to protect Sara as she already carries the next Smith. Donovan helps by breathing dragonfire across Quinn’s back. As Sophie tries to heal Erik, Sara learns from the others about her pregnancy.

      Chapter 16: Quinn uses Ambrose’s main weakness—his pride—against him, taunting him to anger. As they battle, Quinn learns Ambrose had abducted Quinn’s mother when she was a young woman, and Quinn’s father had rescued her. Quinn tricks Ambrose into thinking he is weakening and dying, making use of dragonfire from the surrounding burning trees. He takes Ambrose by surprise and kills him. Sophie leaves after repairing Erik’s spirit, necessary for his physical healing. Sara and Quinn discuss what it may mean now that the firestorm is over, and Quinn assures her he has no plans to leave unless she wants him to. Sara also wonders why the four elements together only harm the Pyr and not heal.

      Chapter 17: Over the next few weeks after the battle, Sara and Quinn commute to see one another, she gets her pregnancy confirmed by a doctor, and Quinn experiments at his forge to see if he can come up with a way to use the four elements together to heal the Pyr. On the day of the next eclipse, when another firestorm will be revealed, Donovan is visiting Quinn’s farm and collects a pair of custom metal talons made by Quinn which are like Lucien’s. Together Sara and Quinn use the elements to heal the exposed area over Quinn’s heart, now missing a scale due to his love for her. Quinn gives Sara an acorn to plant by their home, which prompts a vision of their shared future and sons.

      

      
        
        Deborah’s Comments

      

      

      I like that the firestorm challenges the assumptions of both Quinn and Sara in this book, and they test each other’s beliefs as well. Sara is sure that the world is a sensible place, but things happen in Quinn’s presence that can’t be logically explained. Although she doubts the suggestion that she could be the Seer, she becomes convinced of it through her experiences with Quinn and finds a hidden side of herself. Quinn, meanwhile, is sure he has no need of the Pyr in his life, even if his future is to be with Sara. It’s Sara who convinces him that it’s better to have more dragons at his back when there are Slayers around, just as it’s Quinn who convinces Sara to believe in her dreams. They heal each other, proving to the other Pyr that Quinn’s father was right about partnership with a mate. When Sara and Quinn join forces with each other and with the Pyr, Ambrose doesn’t have a chance.

      There are two passages in this book which stick in my mind. The first is Erik’s explanation to Quinn of the Pyr view of firestorms, and how that’s changed. Erik and Thierry had argued over Thierry’s determination to make a permanent bond with Margaux, as this was uncommon for the Pyr at that time, but is becoming convinced that Thierry was right. Here’s what he tells Quinn about it:

      
        
        “There is an old conviction among our kind that love is a whimsy of mortals, that to love a woman is to lose something of what makes one Pyr. To link oneself to a mortal woman is to create a binding tie with one place and time, to rip asunder our connection to infinity. According to such thinking, women serve their purpose in bearing our young and have no merit beyond that. We may protect them and we may honor them by force of that debt, but it is inadvisable for us to surrender any of our affection to them. I have known many who have lived to that code.”

        Quinn said nothing.

        Erik pursed his lips and shoved his hands into the pockets of his jacket. “There is power in that choice and for a long time, I respected it as the truth.”

        Quinn was intrigued by the implication. “But?”

        “But your father argued otherwise. Your father bound himself to your mother, in every possible way, and did so against much protest from the others.”

        “What do you mean?”

        Erik held Quinn’s gaze. “I mean that he loved her, and he was unafraid as to who knew as much.”

        Quinn looked at the sidewalk, remembering. There certainly had been affection between his parents and he knew his father must have been Pyr. He hadn’t ever seen his father in dragon form, but he remembered the tricks his father used to play with flames. It had been as if the fire listened to him, but as a child, Quinn had believed his father could do anything.

        Erik continued his story. “Your father insisted that he gained more by his surrender to love than he lost.”

        —from Kiss of Fire

        

      

      This is an intriguing passage, because it implies that the Pyr are—or can be—immortal. In fact, in Kiss of Fire there is another similar suggestion. The Pyr suggest to Quinn that saving Sara might come at too high of a price if it means his own death. Rafferty notes that Sara’s soul will be reborn, and that Quinn will have a later opportunity for a firestorm, while Donovan insists that Quinn not risk his life since the Pyr need him. Are the Pyr immortal? No. We see that when Quinn finds his first grey hair after consummating his firestorm with Sara. He’s begun to age.

      The more interesting question is whether the Pyr were ever immortal. That’s something we’ll explore in subsequent books in the DragonFate series.

      The second quote is a passage that is my favorite in the book. Quinn creates a door knocker that is a mermaid as a talisman in the prologue. It has some magical powers, like heating and alerting him when Sara’s in danger, and I love the passage that tells of Quinn crafting it. It’s the night of the first eclipse after the moon of the node has turned to the Dragon’s Tail. He knows his firestorm has sparked, although he knows nothing of Sara yet. In a way, she’s a treasure to be won. It’s snowing and Quinn’s alone in his workshop, with the fire burning high in the forge, and is in his dragon form, scaled in sapphire and steel.

      
        
        With his talons, Quinn removed the mermaid door knocker from the fire where she waited. She was red-hot, gleaming and glowing, on the verge of turning into liquid. He finished the end of her tail with sure strokes. He had known when the iron took this feminine shape beneath his hand that his turn had come; he had known that he could finish the work only in dragon form.

        His firestorm was coming.

        The others, good and bad, would follow the beacon of its heat.

        This time, he would triumph.

        This time, he would protect what was his to defend.

        He exhaled mightily, spending sparks dancing throughout his workshop, infusing the hot iron with his desire. The mermaid glittered as if she were made of fire, caught in a magical wind of Quinn’s making. She looked to be filled with sparks, but in truth, she was filled with the power of his will.

        He was the Smith.

        His talisman was struck.

        Let them try to stop his firestorm.

        —from Kiss of Fire
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        One act of passion can save the world…

      

      

      Scientist Alexandra Madison was on the verge of unveiling an invention that would change the world. Then her partner was murdered, their lab was burned, and their prototype was destroyed. While Alex is in the hospital recovering from burns suffered in the fire, recurring dragon-haunted nightmares threaten to land her in the psychiatric ward, but she knows she has to escape to her lab to rebuild the Green Machine.

      Handsome, daring and impulsive, Donovan Shea is more than willing to do his part in the Pyr/Slayer war. Assigned to protect Alex, Donovan is shocked when her presence ignites his firestorm. He has no desire for a destined mate, but Alex’s intelligence and determination inspire him to join the fight to save her invention. With the Slayers closing in, Donovan knows he would surrender his life for Alex...and lose his heart to possess her.
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        The Protagonists

      

      

      Donovan is what many readers would expect a dragon shifter to be. He’s handsome and powerful, said to be the best fighter of his kind, loyal and true. He’s also disinterested in making permanent connections, although he admires and enjoys women. He adores his Ducati motorcycle, is a bit reckless and daring. He’s trouble, and he draws women like moths to the flame.

      The challenge for Donovan is that of the firestorm, or at least with the permanent connection the Pyr are coming to believe it requires. He has no issue with consummating the firestorm, but because of his own family history, he’s less enamored of the idea of conceiving a son. Fortunately for Alex and for us, Erik is on the side of the firestorm and tricks Donovan into encountering his destined mate. The firestorm has its own power to wield after that, and its heat compels Donovan to explore its allure and learn more about Alex.

      In a way, Alex and Donovan are two of a kind. Alex is a scientist, driven to succeed, focused on her work and her end goal of creating a vehicle that is more environmentally friendly. When her partner is killed by Slayers before her eyes, she wants payback. Her ferocity and passion make her an equal match for Donovan, and fills this story with action. In another way, they’re very different and have things to teach each other. For example, Alex relies upon her family in challenging times, while Donovan distrusts his father completely. Alex’s romantic conviction that love is key to a relationship combines with the firestorm’s heat to persuade Donovan to try to win her heart—and makes the satisfaction of their firestorm combustible.

      

      
        
        The Elements

      

      

      Donovan’s affinities are with with water and fire, and water is an unusual affinity for the Pyr. We’ll see that this particular affinity might run in families, as Delaney shares it. Alex’s affinities are with air and earth. Here’s an excerpt from the book about their respective affinities:

      
        
        Alex was thinking. “You’re obviously fire,” she said to Donovan. “All passion and fury.”

        “Thanks a lot,” he teased. “I’ll guess that you’re air, with all those brilliant ideas.”

        “I’m feeling smarter all of a sudden,” Niall joked.

        “Earth,” Rafferty said, pointing at Alex. “Possibly the most pragmatic and practical person I’ve ever met.”

        “And determined.” Donovan nodded. “You’d give Rafferty a run for his money on determination.” The Pyr laughed at that and Sloane nudged Rafferty.

        “My grandmother taught me that giving up accomplishes nothing,” Alex said with pride. “What about water? Is that always about tears?”

        “Intuition,” Sloane said. “Understanding and emotions.”

        Sara pointed a finger at Donovan. “That’s you and your gut-level trust of people. You also fight well because you respond instinctively.”

        —from Kiss of Fury

        

      

      

      
        
        The Setting

      

      

      Donovan’s firestorm is sparked by the total lunar eclipse of August 28, 2007, which was visible in America. Donovan is in Minneapolis-St. Paul during the eclipse, where Erik has sent him to protect Alex. Alex is in the hospital with burns after the Slayers burned down the lab of Gilchrist Enterprises and tortured her partner, Mark, to death. Not unsurprisingly, Alex is having recurring nightmares of dragons.

      

      
        
        The Prophecy

      

      

      There are two prophecies in Kiss of Fury, one about the firestorm, and one about the powers of the foretold Warrior.

      
        
        The Dragon’s Tail demands recompense

        Owed the land for man’s violence;

        Both human and Pyr must sacrifice,

        To earn the chance to make matters right.

        A portal has opened to the past

        Making possible what has been lost;

        Time to muster forces for the final battle,

        In which Pyr and Slayer learn their mettle.

      

        

      
        Elements four disguise weapons three,

        Revealed if love harnesses fury.

        The Wizard can work her alchemy

        Only with the Warrior’s lost key.

        Transformation in the firestorm’s light,

        Will forge a foretold force for right.

        Warrior, Wizard and Pyr army

        Shall lead the world to victory.

      

      

      

      
        
        The Story

      

      

      Prologue: On August 28, 2007, Erik Sorensson returns home after meeting with others in the high circle of the Pyr where a ceremony revealed the next firestorm will take place in Minneapolis. He finds Sophie, the Wyvern, on his couch, having somehow gotten through his protections, saying she has a portent. Sophie alludes to Erik’s gift of foresight, then recites the prophecy she came to deliver, which refers to a portal to the past. Sophie then retrieves the Dragon’s Egg from where Erik keeps it, and chants to bring forth a picture of what is to come: Slayers are after a human in an office building. Sophie identifies the human as Alex Madison, a woman scientist leading a group working on environmental change—something that must occur before the Pyr can effectively aid humanity. Sophie says Alex is the Wizard, foretold in the story of the Wizard and the Warrior. Erik believes the Pyr referred to as the Warrior must be Donovan.

      Chapter 1: In October 2007, Alex Madison wakes up from a hellish dream to find herself in a hospital. She realizes her dream was a memory, that she and her colleague, Mark, were attacked in their lab—it was destroyed, and she is sure Mark was killed. Feigning sleep, Alex overhears a nurse and doctor discussing her, learning she has been there two weeks, and the doctor wants her moved to the psych ward since she dreams every night and talks about dragons. Alex resolves to disappear before she can be moved. Donovan, sent by Erik to remove Alex from the hospital, poses as an orderly and arranges her escape. Alex is not sure about Donovan, or about the odd way he makes her feel when he’s close by or touching her. After loading Alex into a hearse, Donovan confirms to Rafferty, the driver, that he and Alex are indeed experiencing a firestorm. Then Alex escapes from them, stealing a car, and goes to her office to retrieve a small package. When she returns to the car, Donovan is in the back seat.

      Chapter 2: Donovan joins Alex in the front seat, and when their shoulders touch, Alex sees and feels a spark. She continues to feel heated and aroused around the man. As Donovan asks what she took from her office, suddenly something big lands on the top of the car. When she sees the tail, Alex knows it’s a dragon. Donovan changes into his dragon form to pursue the Slayer, but ends up going back to get Alex before the Slayer returns, shocking her further by appearing in his dragon form. Alex faints, and Donovan wonders why the Slayers allowed her to live yet again. In a hotel room, Donovan, Rafferty, and Erik discuss Alex and the firestorm. Alex wakes up in an adjoining room and sees her chance to escape so she takes Donovan’s Ducati. Upset with Erik for tricking him into rescuing his destined mate without being told, Donovan does not hear Alex leave until the bike starts up.

      Chapter 3: While on the run, Alex gets stopped by Donovan (whose name she still doesn’t know) in dragon form. Rather than follow his demand to get off the bike, Alex takes off, the dragon following her. They encounter the same amber-colored dragon who had attacked the car earlier. During their fight, Donovan learns his adversary, Tyson, was the mentor of a Slayer killed in the recent battle with Ambrose. When Tyson leaves, another dragon appears, calling Donovan “son.” Donovan realizes this is indeed his father, Keir, whom he has only seen once, in human form. Meanwhile, Quinn arrives at Erik’s, leaving Sara in the Pyr leader’s care as he goes to help Donovan. Quinn chases off Tyson, then makes sure Alex gets somewhere safe, mentioning Donovan by name and the firestorm. At this point, Alex begins thinking of Donovan as “her dragon.” Alex watches as Donovan and Quinn destroy Keir, who seems to feel no pain and has no blood from his wounds.

      Chapter 4: Donovan and Quinn convince Alex to come with them to stay safe, explain to her the difference between Pyr and Slayers, and Quinn tells her about Sara, his human wife. Alex rides with Donovan on his bike to Erik’s, and in the parking garage, they have a very heated embrace, which Donovan breaks off since he intends to refuse the firestorm. At the hotel, Sloane treats Donovan’s wounds, asking about his repaired armor. The process did not work for Niall or Rafferty, but only for Quinn and Donovan, the two who had or were experiencing firestorms. When Donovan tells the others he killed his father, Rafferty says that’s impossible, as he saw the man die in a bar fight centuries earlier. Now the Pyr wonder what Slayers have learned to do.

      Chapter 5: While Alex showers, Sara resolves to fill in the details for Alex about the firestorm. The Pyr discuss how it could be possible for Keir to have reappeared. Sloane has a manuscript he’s attempting to decode which may have answers. Erik says Sophie told him this period of the three eclipses may open doors not possible before, and Donovan tells them about the new Slayer, Tyson. The Pyr come to the conclusion the reason Alex was not killed yet was so she could retrieve all of the information on her invention, the Green Machine, first. Alex has a dream reliving Mark’s death at the lab, and when she wakes, she tries to leave but Donovan stops her. Sophie experiences Gaia trying to regain balance by sending disasters, but manages to soften them so they don’t have a devastating impact. The Wyvern wonders about the Slayers’ secret academy and also decides since the Slayers aren’t playing by the rules, she will get a bit more involved in the lives of the Pyr than she is supposed to. Sophie sends dreams to Sara, Quinn, Rafferty, and Donovan, and the ability to decipher the beginning of the manuscript to Sloane. Donovan’s dream suggests Delaney, killed in Kiss of Fire, was actually his brother.

      Chapter 6: Sara and Alex go shopping for the latter to get some clothes, while Quinn and Donovan stand guard. Boris and Tyson, in human form, show up, taunting the Pyr, and Donovan throws his challenge coin at Tyson, who accepts it. The women notice the exchange, and Alex suggests they split up, seeing her chance to escape. After the Slayers leave, Donovan spots Alex leaving and follows her. She returns to her apartment to find it ransacked, though the Green Machine plans she came for are undisturbed. While leaving, a man (Sigmund Guthrie, Erik’s son turned Slayer) speaks to Alex, but she gets away, at which time Donovan arrives.

      Chapter 7: Alex agrees to work with Donovan rather than go off on her own with Slayers after her. She tells Donovan she first needs to stop at the bank to pick up plans and
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