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Ignored message

Phone screen glowing in the dark

She’s calm

Detached

Awareness without response

Someone sent a sentence

But to her

It’s just a notification

Optional

Not urgent

Busy

No offline pressure

Seen

Ignoring is easy for her

But she doesn’t know the consequence

Of leaving someone on read
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Delay

Repeating “later” across time

It’s an ordinary thought

But it makes other people hollow

Time wasted

Scrolling on social media

Watching interesting videos

Because she can reply later

Busy working

Overwhelmed with schedules

No energy for online relationship

She will text me later

Later

Who knows when will that happen?

Is it a few hours later

Or a few weeks later?
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Words never given

Draft messages

I didn’t send it to them

They don’t need my message anyway

Or maybe I’m afraid 

Of being ignored again

Good withheld

Maybe my regret is hidden

But it’s safer this way

If I don’t text them

There is no risk

Silence is peaceful

Unsent

The world is noisy enough

Even if I don’t say anything

Everything will be alright
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You are choosing silence

Conversation pauses

Your quiet avoidance

Making me overthink

Silence as action

I expect you to answer

To love me back

Or at least maintain politeness

But you didn’t

The space is empty

Is that your answer? 

How am I supposed to interpret this?

Silent reply

More ambiguous than vague words

It creates misunderstanding

Will you blame me if I misunderstand you?
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I can feel the emotional absence

I’m sitting together with my friend

Yet distant inside

Subtle emptiness

Presence without love

External closeness

Internal distance

We don’t trust each other

We meet at church’s community

And become fellow believers

Same faith

Same God

So what is this distance?

Available but not present

The church teaches:

“Love one another”

But loving one another is weird

Even at church

Even after sermon

Even with holy people

What if I cross the boundaries

By trying to care?

This boundary is invisible

There’s no clear way to know it
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