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Dedication

This eBook is dedicated to my wife, mum, brother, future sister-in-law, nephews, sisters-in-law and mother-in-law. I wouldn’t be doing this if it wasn’t for your love and support in everything I do.
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I’d also like to dedicate this to all my readers who are looking to create in some way. We’re all creators at heart, and without art, we would be nothing.
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Chapter 1: Planning
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Generating Ideas
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To come up with ideas, you first need to think about what you enjoy. It could be anything from music, to sports or from food to technology. Now, hone in on those interests and be even more specific. If you like music, what kind of music do you like and why? What sports do you like, and why?
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If you have a group of friends, discuss with them their frustrations with the world and ask what they would like to read or learn more of. There are so many undiscovered topics that are waiting to be uncovered.
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Reading books based on your interests can also help spark ideas. A book might not cover a subject in full and you may want to write more about it. It's a great way to add discussion within yourself. Stick to asking why all the time and you can become an idea-generating machine.
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You may also have personal goals and things you wish to learn. If there's little to no information out there, then you can piece the information together yourself and turn it into an eBook. There are so many possibilities and the world is your oyster.
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Even if there's an eBook on something you're interested in, it's still worth creating your version of it. There are so many eBooks on the same or similar subjects and topics, but there's always space to add your own voice and experiences.
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While thinking about these ideas, you should be writing them down. Use a notes app that you can find on your phone or use Google docs or Word. You can then put these ideas onto a board like Trello. Here's a screenshot of my current "eBook ideas" board.
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Designing your eBook
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Cover image
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You can now go ahead and start designing your book. To create a cover image, we can use my favourite tool Canva. It's free to use and it will help create a bold and beautiful design. They have a range of templates, from; Facebook banners, Twitter banners, flyers, invoices, and book covers.
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Once you've signed yourself up for an account there will be a carousel titled "Create a design". Click on the right arrow until you see "Book cover".
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There's a whole host of different designs and styles and it's up to you to decide which one you like and which one you think will fit into the topic of your eBook. The cover of this book has been created using Canva.
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Once you have your design and it's ready to use, go ahead and download it as a png image. Open up Google docs and insert the image onto your first page. Next, click on the image and at the bottom of your image it will have 3 options; Inline, Wrap text and Break text. Click on Wrap text and that will allow you to resize the image (by dragging from the edge) to the width and height of the page. You should also click on the 3mm margin option and change it to 0mm margin and for the last option, select Fix position on-page. Once you have done these steps, you can go ahead and click and drag from the edges to resize. Move and resize until you’re happy and you have yourself a cover image.
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For page two, you might want to add the title, eBook addition, synopsis, who created or took part in creating your eBook and any copyright information. For the third page, you could add a dedication page, but it's not completely necessary.
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It's also a good idea to add a table of contents near the beginning of your eBook (as you can see on page 4 of this eBook). To do this on Google Docs, you can click on "insert > table of contents" and select the design (with or without page numbers). If you're not printing the eBook and you're creating a PDF, it's recommended you choose "With blue links" on the right.
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Dedication
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The dedication page is entirely optional, but it's nice to have a page dedicated to family, friends and loved ones. How you write and style the page is entirely up to you, but you can see how I wrote mine above if you need ideas.
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