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Dedication

For my late dad, Martin, who preferred fish to humans.
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‘But now I will send for many fishermen,’ declares the Lord, ‘and they will catch them.’

Jeremiah 16:16






1 Introduction

As a young girl, my dad took me fishing on a Saturday afternoon, during the fishing season. It was only pole fishing on a nearby lake, so nothing too complex for me. He would get all the equipment ready, pack it up; Mum would give me a few snacks and a flask; then it was a case of a short drive, before trudging behind my dad as he picked the location. As he set everything up, I was given some tasks to do. One was helping thread the line through the hooks on the pole; the other was opening the tub of maggots and hooking one on the end of said line. This, was the worst job ever. Man alive, I hated that part. Even the memory of it makes me cringe.

I could hear the movement of the maggots while the tub was on the floor, and when instructed to remove the lid, I would lean back as far as possible, turning my head away, trying to gain as much distance as I could with my arms, while I lifted the lid towards me. The reason being, out would come flies. Ugh…it was horrendous. Absolutely horrendous. Maggots were bad enough but add into the mix flies was just…ugh! The box would actually vibrate with the flies and wriggling maggots. It was the part I dreaded the most and dad brooked no ‘girliness’ telling me to just pick one up, stop fussing, and hook it between the eyes! Again…ugh! I bloody hated that job. And what was worse was that sometimes when trying to hook the maggot on, it would get squashed between my fumbling fingers and I’d have to start again. Bloody hell, I can’t even tell you how much that turned my stomach. Anyway, once done, it was a case of just sticking the pole in the water and waiting. (With the maggot tub as far away from me as possible!)

I can still remember the first time I caught a fish, squealing with excitement as it swung around in the air. My fishing pole acting like a maypole, line like the ribbon, as the fish spun around my head. It was promptly taken off me as I was sharply told to, ’Stop bloody screaming!’ And so ended my celebratory moment! All ten seconds of it. It was then the task of unhooking the fish–ugh…the slime–trying to hold it still while I fiddled to unhook it. Not the most pleasant of jobs, but better than the maggots. Then it was a quick look at it, being informed of what it was and how to identify it in the future, before popping it back in the water to swim to freedom or in the keep net.

Saturday afternoon fishing matches against a group of boys proved to be an interesting experience, especially when I won quite a few of the competitions and was the only girl. But even with the small plastic trophies I got, fishing couldn’t sustain my enthusiasm for ever and I soon got bored and gave up. I probably managed two years before I could take no more of the maggots!

My fishing experience at the time provided novelty, a new skill learnt, some excitement and time with Dad–although that was mostly spent in silence. He was a keen fisherman, entering a few matches himself, acquiring quite a bit of equipment and enjoying the few hours of solitude it gave him. But with no sons, it was a hobby that inevitably died when he did.

For dad, fishing was merely a pastime some escapism from the mundanity of day-to-day living. He never harmed or kept any of the fish, I think it was more the case that he just enjoyed the sense of peace it gave him as well as the act of fishing itself.

For a lot of people, it’s like that; a recreational hobby, something to enjoy but for some, the job of a fisherman–a sea fisherman–is a serious occupation; a way of life. It’s a pursuit that dates back to the beginning of time when fishing was one of the methods of survival and like a lot of pursuits, it has evolved and developed into something that everyone, of any age, can enjoy and experience today.

In biblical times, life was centred around surviving. Growing your own food, farming, living off the land, fishing and catching and selling what you caught were all part of daily life and the three main lifestyles that occupied the people were: farming, shepherding and fishing. If you were around in the times of the Old and New Testament, you, or someone you knew, would have worked in one of these areas.

All three were outdoor jobs; physically hard and exposed you to the elements of the weather, possible attack, even risk of life. These occupations were not for the faint-hearted; you risked serious failure and setbacks, even starvation if you had a poor harvest or empty nets. It was a difficult life and one of endurance.

Let’s briefly look at each one.


Farming

Working the land was working to eat. You grew food to survive–it was the biblical version of Dig For Victory! It was a way of life that was passed down from generation to generation, with the mantra of; if you don’t grow it, you don’t eat. You have to remember that there were no supermarkets, corner shops or food delivery services–people had to grow food in order to survive. Some worked the land for landowners who then shared the produce, take a look at the book of Ruth, but whatever the circumstance of life, growing food, farming, working on the land was a major factor when living in biblical times.

The Bible tells us of; Adam and Eve who tended the garden of Eden; Cain, their son, who worked the soil (Genesis 4:2 NIV). Noah, ‘a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard’ (Genesis 9:20 NIV). Elisha (1 Kings 19:19 NIV) was seen to be ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen. We read about Saul returning from the fields, behind his oxen (1 Samuel 11:5); Jesus describes His Father as a gardener, who prunes the branches of the vine. (John 15:1 NIV) and throughout scripture there is an abundance of references to plants, trees, soil, growing, water and harvesting.

I like gardening. I find being outside, tending to plants, digging, calms one’s soul. There’s nothing like getting some dirt under your fingernails to make you feel at one with nature and see the beauty of God’s creation. Something I experienced for fifteen years, as I had an allotment. I grew a range of vegetables and fruit and found satisfaction and joy in preparing the soil, planting a tray of tiny seeds, transplanting them and watching them grow into something edible. For a good few years we ate a lot of home-grown food, which led to another enjoyable experience–preserving. Eventually, it became too much, as the plot was quite large and with only Mum and me, the sheer amount of physical labour; digging, weeding, constructing cages and watering became too much and, sadly, we gave it up. But what it did confirm for me (not that I needed it) was that you have to have a certain amount of physical strength to work and maintain the land. Not something I’m blessed with and when I’d done a day’s digging, it took quite a lot of mental effort to pick up my spade the next day and do more, especially when my back was breaking in two. The effort and exertion of toiling the land, though, brought its highs and lows. Highs, as you feel a sense of achievement when holding your first cabbage or lifting your first carrots, but lows because your produce is at the mercy of variables out of your control. For example; mice/slugs might have a celebratory banquet in honour of all the food you have laid out and manage to decimate it overnight; a frost snap could occur, killing your plants or blight could wipe out your potatoes–and all this can eradicate any enthusiasm you may have started with. Having an allotment is dammed hard work and time consuming, especially with the unpredictable weather we seem to get regularly and I can imagine farming on an industrial scale to be even harder, even with all the modern machinery that can assist with the work. Now, think about sowing, growing and harvesting crops in biblical times; all that scything and walking behind oxen, throwing seed from your little bag then watching the birds follow you, eating it and you get a sense of just how difficult life was for the people of that time–it truly was a fight for survival.



Shepherding

Again, this was another occupation that many people did in the times of Jesus and before. Sheep were kept
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