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Children are naturally curious about the world around them, and what better way
 to learn about it than by exploring together? With NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS
 CO-READERS, you and your child share the learning experience. As you read one
 page, and your child the next, you build not only ideas, but also your child’s
 confidence in reading.

By reading together, you can help your child become a successful reader.
 Try these helpful steps:

1. As you read with your child, be sure to point out the bolded words. Discuss how
 the words relate to each other and to the topic of the chapter. Invite your child to
 define the word, and help clarify the meaning as needed. As you read the YOU
 READ page, point to the bold word when you read it aloud. As your child reads
 the I READ page, encourage him or her to point to the bold word, too.

2. Help your child identify and read difficult words by modeling how to sound them
 out. Before reading, point out the difficult word on the YOU READ page. Invite your
 child to point out the same word on the I READ page. Then read the word together.
 Previewing the word can help your child read the I READ page fluently, without
 needing an adult to jump in.

3. Read one chapter at a time. Shorter, sustained reading experiences help
 beginning readers feel accomplished and encourage a desire to read more.




To sustain children’s excitement about reading, we have created a special program
 called NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS SUPER READERS. As kids read each National
 Geographic Kids Reader, they cross off its picture on a free National Geographic
 Kids Super Readers poster that parents can download from natgeokids.com/
 superreaders. Throughout the process, kids and parents go to the website and
 download specially designated prizes that reward their effort. Kids can have even
 more reading fun online, with lively book-related activities, fascinating excerpts,
 and sneak previews of upcoming books.

The National Geographic Kids Super Readers program appeals to kids’ love of
 accomplishment while providing them with incentives to keep reading. When the
 reading experience is fun, children learn more and achieve more. What could be
 better than that?

Sincerely,




Susan B. Neuman
 Professor of Language and Literacy
 New York University
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Rose Davidson




Washington, D.C.
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For Julie —R.D.
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How to Use This Book

Reading together is fun! When older and younger readers
 share the experience, it opens the door to new learning.
 As you read together, talk about what you learn.




This side is for
 a parent, older sibling,
 or older friend. Before
 reading each page,
 take a look at the
 words and pictures.
 Talk about what
 you see. Point out
 words that might
 be hard for the
 younger reader.




This side
 is for the
 younger
 reader.




As you read, look for the bold words.
 Talk about them before you read.




At the end of
 each chapter,
 do the activity
 together.
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Chapter 1: Why Tails?

Your Turn!

Chapter 2: Going Places

Your Turn!

Chapter 3: Tail Talk

Your Turn!

Chapter 4: Staying Safe

Your Turn!







[image: ]

Monkeys wrap their tails around tree
 branches. Peacocks fan their tails out. But
 why do animals have tails? Lots of reasons!
 Tails help animals move, send signals, and
 stay safe.
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Peacocks have bright,
 shiny tail feathers.
 They mean “Look at me!”
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