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LANGUAGE MEDIATES OUR understanding of God. When I went through a radical Christian deconstruction and awakened to the reality of my divine connection to African spirituality, it was then that I realised what a difference language makes in mapping human understanding of spiritual experiences.

My background in Christian theology as I functioned as a Christian minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ was both a blessing and a curse as some of what I knew served me and some of it only distorted my understanding. I am happy to say that I have subsequently learnt to balance my spiritual life to accept both perspectives in their relevant contexts.

Before arriving at the place of balance, my entire focus was on the question of who God was as I began to have more visions and experience that were distinctly African yet somehow I seemed to retain my connection to God. I wondered just what was going on here. My entire world view was changing and there was no way to undo it. My intuition and spiritual senses were telling me to press deeper into African spirituality and yet years of deep training in Christianity left my conscious mind reluctant go further.

By the grace of God I decided to look into the scriptures with fresh eyes in order to see if I would lean one way or the other with my emerging, new perspective on who God is.

In the Christian Bible the Old Testament has many more stories about God than then New Testament because it is simply longer in terms of sheer volume. I had taught on “names of God” before so this was a natural place to start. This deep dive naturally lead me inexorably to the subject of Elohim. Elohim is the name of that is most frequently translated as “God” in English. 

When reading the Bible in English, a lot of complex theology about Elohim is left out of the conversation without the necessary investigation. It is through careful study of this name of God in particular that we see how God in the Bible deals with people of other religions and races. Much of what I find is not what one would expect but it was in line with my intuition and newfound experiences. Out of this spiritual investigation I emerged with a new respect for both the Bible and for African spirituality in general.

In order to augment my understanding I subsequently supplemented my studies into this deeply spiritual matter with a lot of research primarily in textual criticism and cognitive linguistics. These are approaches that I had not actively taken before as I was previously a Christian apologist, although I was broadly aware of Bible Criticism, from over 15 years of debating on various online Christian Forums, Bible Criticism was something I never took for having any serious spiritual value surely. And yet surprisingly, in my hour of deepest spiritual crisis the insights I gained from this approach brought ultimate spiritual liberation for me.

Textual criticism is the study of the manuscripts and versions of a text to determine the most accurate and original version. This approach is used to identify any variations or errors in the text and to reconstruct the original text as closely as possible. In the context of the Hebrew Bible, textual criticism is used to analyse the different versions and manuscripts of the text to understand its meaning and significance.

Theological cognitive linguistics is an approach that applies cognitive linguistic theories to the study of theology. This approach is used to gain a deeper understanding of theological concepts by analysing the language and thought processes involved in their use and interpretation. The goal of theological cognitive linguistics is to bridge the gap between language and theology and to provide a scientific understanding of theological concepts.
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SPECIFICALLY, I TAKE the textual criticism approach in analysing the different manuscripts and versions of the Hebrew Bible to identify any variations in the use of the term Elohim. I use textual criticism in the context in which Elohim is used in the Hebrew Bible to understand its meaning and significance. Also, I use textual criticism in comparing the use of Elohim in the Hebrew Bible with its use in other ancient Near Eastern texts to identify any similarities or differences.

I apply cognitive linguistic theories in examining the cognitive processes involved in the use and interpretation of the term Elohim in the Hebrew Bible. Primarily I do this by Identifying the conceptual metaphors and metonymies associated with Elohim in the Hebrew Bible and how they shape our understanding of the term.

This two pronged approach using textual criticism and cognitive linguistics intersects with the latest in modern archaeological data from the Levant Region where Israel is. Most notably, I elaborate on the now famous Ugaritic Texts and their meaning and significance in our understanding of the Canaanite Pantheon of deities and how the viewed the concept of Elohim. Some of this information may be shocking to those hearing it for the first time but it is not controversial information in terms of its authenticity. They overwhelming scholarly consensus is that the Ugaritic Texts are as significant as the famous dead seas scrolls in terms of their authenticity and they even predate our oldest Bible manuscripts.

These tools build a more nuanced view on the subject of deity. As a Zimbabwean who is a part of the ongoing global negotiation concerning the subject of who God is, it was important for me to have a culturally accurate view of the `Zimbabwean Monotheistic theology when doing a culturally precise comparison. This book represents a partial reconstruction of the circumstances under which the word “Elohim” originally emerged.

Originally the ideas in this book were part of the book, “Mwari, Chivanhu and Christianity” but the theological style I employed here was out of place with the rest of the book. My approach in this section focused more on looking at Bible verses plainly and seeing the text for what it is. 

The purpose here is not to discredit Christianity or speak disparagingly about any sacred religion rather, the purpose of the book is to highlight the complexities of the subject of deity even within the Bible itself. Utmost care has been duly taken to ensure no text is misrepresented by consulting the original language of the text. Each English translation takes the liberty of relieving us of this dilemma by introducing translations that are, in my view, intellectually dishonest and inconsistent. The translators impose what they wish the text to mean based on their own conscious and perhaps subconscious understanding of theology and spiritual cosmology.

Given this amount of information about one concept of deity alone, it merited a separate stand-alone book that would shed more light on the enigma that is Elohim. 
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ELOHIM IS ONE OF THE most frequently used names for God in the Scriptures, but what does it really mean? Through this book, I aim to explore the meaning of Elohim and its significance in the Bible. I will show some of the different ways in which Elohim is used in the Bible.  I will also examine how the concept of Elohim has evolved over time and how it has been interpreted by different scholars and theologians.

One of the interesting things about Elohim is that it is not used exclusively to refer to Yahweh. In fact, there are different types of Elohim found in the Bible, including spiritual beings and even human judges. By examining these different types of Elohim, we can gain a deeper understanding of how the concept of God evolved over time and how it was interpreted by different authors. This book is based on Bible scriptures as the main source, as the concept of Elohim is shrouded to those that do not read Hebrew.

One common misconception about Elohim is that it refers to multiple gods. While the word is plural, in the Hebrew Bible it most often takes singular verbal or pronominal agreement and refers to a single deity, particularly the God of Israel.

Another misconception is that Elohim is a name for a specific deity with a set of attributes. However, biblical authors did not assign a specific set of attributes to the word Elohim. Instead, they used it to refer to a
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