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Young American Immigrants, Book IV 

(Agnes’s Rescue [I, Scotland], Ida’s Witness [II], Anna’s Prayer [III, Sweden])

Retold by Karl Beckstrand
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HOW MANY modes of transportation are shown/mentioned in the story? WHICH four continents are named? NAME six countries Samuel went to? WHAT seven U.S. states are mentioned? WHICH six cities are named? HOW MANY brothers and sisters did Sam have (see one below!)? WHAT are their names? WHERE are your ancestors from? (See FamilySearch.org.) ​

Online Bonus Material. For story SECRETS click here or use QR code below

EPILOGUE  

Sam loved
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On cold nights, my mother would warm our nightelothes by the fire
She often kept peppermints or chocolates in a drawer in the dififiig foom:
We could seldom resist the tfeats in her drawet.

We took bathinagreat tub in the kitched. T was baptized a member of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in that tub when I was eight
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Weeks later T was well enough to leave the hospital, but [ wasn't
very strong. The Elders had to prop me up between them so I looked
healthy enough to board the ship.
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Por ‘many years afterward [
hm@d for airlines—and got 1o sail
hrough the air to éumpe, Asia, and
back to South Africa. What a lfe!
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When my parents suggested that the
family might have to travel immediafely, I

was not afraid. “It’s all right,” I said /*You
go now; I'll come later with the Elders™
(American missionaries who would soon

& finish their South African misSions).
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M,, parents were

distraught. They had sold

their business, our home—

everything—to make the
journey and, du to the

outbreak of World War One,

getting passage later would
be very difficult. Eveniif
lived,

atyphoid diagnosis

would prevent me from being

permitted aboard any ship for
many wecks

Tearfully, my parents prayed
asking Heavenly Father to help
them know what to do. The
answer was not an easy one.
felt they should take the

family members and go to

a without me. This broke

Amer

my parents’ hearts—they didn't
want to go if it meant leaving me
behind. Worse, the thought of
telling me their plan was almost

unbearable to them.
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A; ter high school

I sailed again on a boat to

England to serve a two-
year mission for the Lord.
‘Then I sailed in a small
fishing boat to Holland/
The Netherlands and
toured there—and a bit in

Belgium and France.






d2d_images/image014.jpg
er a long train ride I was reunited with my family in Ogden Utah. My

parents were overjoyed that I had recovered and made the journey without mishap.
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When I was about eleven years old my parents decided to move
the family to the United States of America. Shortly after our boat

passage was purchased, | got typhoid fever and was taken to the

hospital. My temperature climbed to 104 degrees Fahrenheit.
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My sisters would then sing or play the piano. They were quite talented.

‘The best part was the cake, custard, or plum pudding afterward! It was
pretty important to our parents that we were all home on those special

evenings.
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Wth a prormise from the missionaries that they would watch

over me and bring me as soon as | was well, my parents and the rest

of the familyboarded a lumber ship and sailed for America.






d2d_images/image020.jpg





d2d_images/image001.jpg
In 1913 my mother needed special medical care in England. She sailed with
my siblings to London. I remained with my father for a time, and then we too
sailed to England to reunite with my mother and meet my grandparents and

cousins. It was a wonderful trip.
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Our family gathered regularly for family home night. Father would read

usa sripture,or he or Mother would tell about their carly lives in England
: I






d2d_images/image024.jpg
W lived between the mountains and the

sea—not a great distance to either. Sometimes we
would have picnics and play on the beach.





d2d_images/image000.jpg
My father had a bakery that helped feed British soldiers in Africa.

Our home was 2 one story brick dwelling—one of three connected houses.
As our family grew, Dad made one |

house from two units; and my
Uncle Alfred (Dad’s brother) lived in the, .u{l\ur unit with Aunt Jennie and
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‘We had fire drills often on the ship; there was concern that German
military ships might hinder our voyage, but we saw no enemy vessels.

T got much stronger on the trip. Soon I was running around the deck.
We sailed first to England to see my grandmother and cousins and then
on to New York where we stopped for some amusement at Coney Island.
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Nm long after returning to America, I got a job

as a clerk for a small air transport company. I married
my sweetheart and had two children. T had my first
airplane ride in a small single engine airplane (that's
me, playing pilot in the cockpit).
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1896 my father sailed to South Africa to
make alife for himself. He soon wrote
to my mother, Clara, asking her to

come and be his wife. She accepted.
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efore my last year of high school, a friend
of mine and I hopped onto a freight car of
the Southern Pacific Railroad bound for
San Francisco, California. We got jobs in
a gold and silver smelter. Later we went to
Washington State to work in a box factory.
‘Then we took migrant jobs harvesting
produce across the states to Wisconsin and
then down to lowa and Nebraska before
returning to Utah for s
hardest work Id ever done!

hool. That was the
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T sometimes
into trouble for
saaking into the

Corratand riding

the delivery cart
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BAKERS ﬂe’wm&n'l allowed to go to the bakery very often—
—1&—” USATy only on special errands. But it was wonderful if

we were able to go on days that donuts were being made or

: were being roasted!
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