
Opposites, More Opposites, and a Few Differences

Richard  Wilbur




 [image: [Image]] 

 
Poems and drawings

by Richard Wilbur

Harcourt, Inc.

Orlando Austin New York

San Diego Toronto London




 [image: [Image]] 

 
For Aaron

Copyright © 2000 by Richard Wilbur

All rights reserved No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in

any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any

information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

Requests for permission to make copies of any part of the work should be submitted

online at www harcourt com/contact or mailed to the following address: Permissions

Department, Harcourt, Inc, 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida 32887-6777

www HarcourtBooks com

Opposites was first published in 1973 by Harcourt, Inc

More Opposites was first published in 1991 by Harcourt, Inc. Poem numbers

4, 8, 9, 15, 16, 18, 24, and 28 first appeared in Cricket magazine in 1990

Poem numbers 5, 17, 19, and 23 first appeared in The Formalists 1990

First Harcourt paperback edition 2000

The Library of Congress has cataloged an earlier edition as follows:

Wilbur, Richard, 1921–

Opposites, more opposites, and a few differences/by Richard Wilbur,

p cm

Summary A collection of light-hearted poems

centering around words and their opposites.

1 English language—Synonyms and antonyms—Juvenile poetry.

2 Children's poetry, American 3. Humorous poetry, American

[1. English language—Synonyms and antonyms—Poetry.

2. Humorous poetry 3 American poetry.] I. Title

PS3545 I32165A6 2000

811' 52—dc21 99-29053

ISBN-13 978-0-15-205612-4 pb ISBN-10 0-15-205612-2 pb

C E G H F D B

Printed in the United States of America



Here are some... 

OPPOSITES
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1

What is the opposite of nuts?

It's soup! Let's have no ifs or buts.

In any suitable repast

The soup comes first, the nuts come last.

Or that is what sane folks advise;

You're nuts if you think otherwise. 
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2

What is the opposite of flying?

For birds, it would be just not trying. 
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Perhaps the opposite for us

Would be to take a train or bus.
 


3

The opposite of foot is what?

A mountain top's one answer, but

If you are thinking of a bed,

The opposite of foot is head.

To ancient generals, of course,

The opposite of foot was horse. 
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4

What is the opposite of cheese?

For mice, it's anything you please.

So fond are they of cheese, that mice

Think nothing else is very nice. 
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I too like cheese, I must admit.

I'm certainly not opposed to it.
 


5

The opposite of junk is stuff

Which someone thinks is good enough, 
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Or any vessel on the seas

That isn't in the least Chinese.



6

What is the opposite of string?

It's gnirts, which doesn't mean a thing. 
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7

The opposite of standing still

Is walking up or down a hill,

Running backwards, creeping, crawling,

Leaping off a cliff and falling, 
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Turning somersaults in gravel,

Or any other mode of travel.



8
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What is the opposite of riot?

It's lots of people keeping quiet.
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