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 Introduction


You may have been the toughest kid on
your block growing up, but working in some of the following
occupations will take your status to the next level. This ebook
highlights some of the most physically and mentally challenging, as
well as dangerous jobs in the US. Although the risks are high, the
rewards can be substantial too—including significant salaries,
along with a sense of pride and exhilaration.


Bounty Hunter


 In the Old West, town marshals and sheriffs chased down
fugitives to collect bounties. Today, bounty hunting continues to
hold a place of mystique in the American imagination. This can be
seen by the popularity of the long-running Dog the Bounty Hunter television
series and the 2005 Keira Knightley film “Domino,” about
model-turned-bounty hunter Domino Harvey. Both underscore how a
career as a bounty hunter—or bail enforcement agent—can be both
exciting and dangerous.

Bounty hunters play an
important role in the criminal justice system. A
judge will set a
bail amount at a suspect's first court appearance after an arrest,
which may be either a bail hearing or an arraignment.
Bail is defined as the money guaranteed to the
court to ensure the defendant appears at their court dates If the
accused cannot afford to post bail, they turn to a private bail
bond agency that guarantees payment of those funds to the court by
posting a bond on behalf of the defendant.

 


If the defendant does not appear in
court as ordered, the Judge issues a bench warrant and the bail
bond agency is obligated to pay the cash bond that was guaranteed
to the court. To avoid forfeiting the cash bond and taking a loss,
the bail bond agency will hire a bounty hunter to apprehend and
return the fugitive—called “skips” in the industry—to the court and
receive a percentage of the bond for doing so.


Part detective and part PR person,
bounty hunters must uphold justice, respect their clients, and use
restraint when dealing with fugitives and the public. Though many
bounty hunters do carry firearms and non-lethal devices (like mace,
tasers, etc.), the inherent danger of this line of work can be
eased by careful investigation and good negotiation skills. Of
course, in the end, it takes a lot of toughness and courage on the
part of the bounty hunter to go after a fugitive who is typically
facing jail time, has nothing to lose, and is most likely
armed.


Communication Tower
Maintenance Worker


Afraid of heights? Perhaps being a
tower maintenance worker isn’t for you.


Prior to the 1980s, communication and
broadcast tower construction, servicing and maintenance was a small
and highly specialized industry. But, over the past 30 years,
growing demand for wireless and broadcast communications has
spurred a dramatic increase in tower construction and maintenance.
While tower maintenance workers are usually offered company
training, those interested in this tough occupation must fully
understand the myriad of dangers involved.


Communication tower maintenance
workers routinely climb structures as tall as 2,000 feet, in order
to install parts, make inspections, maintain antennas, and fix
transmitter systems. Because towers are typically exposed to the
elements and are in need of constant maintenance, workers must
climb in all weather conditions, including snow, rain, wind, and
storms, when the potential for harm is elevated.


In fact, over the years, tower
climbers have been injured or died from equipment failure,
structural collapse, being struck by equipment, inhaling smoke from
tower fires, electrocution, and more. Moreover, emergency rescues
are sometimes needed when workers are stuck on a tower and unable
to get down on their own.


So, think long and hard before you
take on this risky and dangerous career.


Gang Enforcement
Officer


Once considered an urban phenomenon,
gang activity has spread to every corner of the US. In fact, the
FBI estimates there are 33,000 violent street gangs, motorcycle
gangs, and prison gangs that are criminally active in cities,
suburbs, and small towns. Many are sophisticated and well
organized; all use violence to control neighborhoods and to boost
their illegal money-making activities, which can include robbery,
drug and gun trafficking, prostitution and human trafficking, and
fraud.


Gang enforcement officers are often
tasked with conducting long term investigations through covert
infiltration in an effort to disrupt and dismantle illegal gang
activities. Going undercover leaves little room for error,
particularly with the risk of having their identity discovered by
the gang they’ve infiltrated, which often results in a beating or
death.


As a result, gang enforcement officers
must always be on guard and aware of their surroundings. In
addition to their work on the street, gang unit officers are
expected to maintain working relationships with schools, social
services agencies, community-based organizations, and other
criminal justice organizations in a systematic approach to the
prevention, intervention, and suppression of criminal gang
activity.


Proceed with caution!


Hazmat Worker


Being knee-deep in HAZMAT, or
“hazardous materials,” is not most people’s idea of a pleasant
job.


Hazmat workers are known as
decontamination specialists who may be enlisted to handle
flammable, corrosive, reactive, and toxic liquids, solids, gases,
or a combination of all three, including dust, fumes, gas, vapor,
mist, and smoke. Often, these jobs require an urgent response to
natural or human-made disasters, such as train derailments or
accidents involving vehicles transporting hazardous
materials.


Because there is an elevated demand
and low retention rate for these workers, the pay is often
substantial. A recent online survey listed the starting wage from
$70,000-$90,000 for many hazmat jobs, with no prior experience
required (though some hazmat removal workers need federally or
state-mandated training, licensing, or permits, depending on the
type of waste removal).


So, if you are ready to get dirty in
dangerous materials at a blink of the eye, this may be the job for
you!
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