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How to use this book

Introduction

This book has been written to help you find out all about Verbal Reasoning. It may be a subject you have never heard of, but that’s nothing to worry about. The questions all involve skills you will have come across in English and Maths, just in a different way.

You will learn about:


•  different kinds of questions you may see

•  simple ways to solve the problems

•  how to tackle difficult questions

•  experts’ tips on timing.



Use the book in the best way to help you learn. Work through the pages with a parent or on your own, then try the questions and talk about them afterwards. Each skill or type of question takes up two pages so you can learn something new in half an hour. You are more likely to remember the skills and enjoy learning them in short bursts rather than spending an afternoon when you are tired, so try setting time aside after school two or three days a week. You may be surprised how quickly you learn.

Pre-test and the 11+ entrance exams

The Galore Park 11+ series is designed for Pre-tests and 11+ entrance exams for admission into Independent Schools. These exams are often the same as those set by local Grammar Schools, too. There are now several different kinds of Verbal Reasoning tests and it is likely that if you are applying to more than one school, you will encounter more than one type of test. These include:


•  Pre-tests delivered on-screen

•  11+ entrance exams in different formats from GL (Granada Learning), CEM (Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring) and Moray House

•  11+ entrance exams created specifically for particular Independent Schools.



Tests are designed to vary from year to year. This means it is very difficult to predict the questions and structure that will come up, making the tests harder to revise for. However, it’s worth remembering that a great many of the questions require similar skills, and it is these skills that are introduced and practised throughout this Revision Guide.

To give you the best chance of success in these assessments, Galore Park has worked with 11+ tutors, Independent School teachers, test writers and specialist authors to create this Revision Guide. The book covers the main types of questions now typically occurring and offers practice to increase your speed at answering the questions required in the most challenging examinations out there.

The learning ladders

These ladders appear throughout the book to show how skills in Verbal Reasoning link to the familiar areas of English and Maths you have learned about in school. Your ability to problem-solve will develop as you step up the ladder, bringing together all your knowledge to solve the most challenging questions by the time you reach the top.
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Working through the book

Chapters link together types of questions testing similar skills.

Chapter introductions explain how the skills link in with work you have done in Maths and English.

Thinking skills and games are provided for you to practise with your friends and family to build your skills and test everybody else’s at the same time!

Learning pages introduce one type of question across two pages.
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•  End of chapter tests give you a chance to try out the skills you have learned in a short test. These tests may include some different formats to see how you get on when tackling questions presented in slightly different ways. Always time yourself to build up your speed.




    •  Complete your first attempt in pencil or on a separate sheet of paper and aim for the ‘training’ time given.

    •  Complete the questions you don’t finish during the training test time (but mark down which ones they are).

    •  Go through the test again with a friend or parent and talk about the questions you found tricky.

    •  Later on, have a second attempt using the ‘test’ timing to get an idea of how quick the test might be under exam conditions.




•  11+ sample test The test at the end of the book is based on a difficult test which could be set by an Independent School. You may find some of the questions hard, but don’t worry. This is a training test to build up your skills. Agree with your parents on a good time to take the test and set a timer going. Prepare for the test as if you are actually going to sit your 11+ (see ‘Test day tips’ further on).




    •  Complete the test with a timer, in a quiet room, noting down how long it takes you, writing your answers in pencil.

    •  Mark the test using the answers at the back of the book.

    •  Go through the test again with a friend or parent and talk about the difficult questions.

    •  Have another go at the questions you found difficult and read the answers carefully to find out what to look for next time.

    •  If you didn’t finish the test in the given time, have another attempt before moving on to more practice tests in the Galore Park Practice Test books.




•  Answers to all the tests in the book can be found in the cut-out section beginning on page 107. Try not to look at the answers until you have attempted the questions yourself. Each answer has a full explanation so you can understand why you might have answered incorrectly.
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Test day tips

Take time to prepare yourself the day before you go for the test: remember to take sharpened pencils, an eraser and a watch to time yourself (if you are allowed – there is usually a clock present in the exam room in most schools). Take a bottle of water in with you, if this is allowed, as this will help to keep your brain hydrated and improves your concentration levels. … and don’t forget to have breakfast before you go!
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For parents

This book has been written to help both you and your child prepare for both Pre-test and 11+ entrance exams.

The book doesn’t assume that you will have any prior knowledge of Verbal Reasoning tests and is designed to help you support your child with clear explanations for parents at the beginning of each chapter, which include:


•  links to familiar English and Maths skills using simple diagrams

•  advice on how additional work in these core subjects can have a real impact on success in Verbal Reasoning

•  activities and games to enjoy with your child to support them in fun ways, involving other members of the family.



The teaching content is designed so that it can be tackled in simple steps. Setting aside time when your child can concentrate fully on one or two types of question when you are there to support them can help to make the experience manageable and enjoyable.

All the answer explanations tie into the teaching given. This approach has been followed in order to support you and your child in reviewing questions they may have found challenging and so provide ideas for points to look out for when practising further questions.

[image: ]




[image: ]

For teachers and tutors

This book has been written for parents and tutors working with children preparing for both Pre-test and 11+ entrance exams. The wide variety of question types is intended to prepare them for the increasingly unpredictable tests encountered, with indications of timing for the most challenging tests.
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Continue your learning journey

When you’ve completed this Revision Guide, you can carry on your learning right up until exam day with the following resources.
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The Workbooks will develop your skills with over 220 questions to practise in each book. To prepare you for the exam, these books include even more question variations that you may encounter – the more you do, the better equipped for the exams you’ll be.


•  Age 8–10: Increase your familiarity with variations in the question types

•  Age 9–11: Experiment with further techniques to improve your accuracy

•  Age 10–12: Develop fast response times through consistent practice.



The Practice Papers (Books 1 and 2) contain four training tests and fourteen model exam papers, replicating the different Pre-test and 11+ exams you may encounter. They also include realistic test timings and fully–explained answers for final test preparation. These papers are designed to improve your accuracy, speed and ability to deal with variations in question format under pressure.


1 Constructing words

Introduction

As its name suggests, this chapter is all about word building. You will learn to find hidden words in sentences and be shown how to find common letters that complete two unfinished words. Other questions will test your knowledge of how words are constructed as you join two short words together to build longer words.
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As you work through this book you will see these ladders appear. In this chapter you are working through the skills at the bottom of the ladder, and by the end of the book you will have reached the top!

The Learning ladders are here to show you how these unfamiliar questions are actually testing skills you already have, just in a slightly different way. The verbal reasoning questions in this chapter are trying to find out if you understand how words are put together by looking at your basic skills in word reading, spelling and vocabulary (shown at the bottom of the ladders).
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Advice for parents

Reading will always be the most effective way of broadening your child’s vocabulary and improving their spelling. The more they read, the more words they encounter and the easier they will find questions of this kind, which require an ability to recognise a real word when they see one.

This particular chapter focuses on your child’s understanding of the morphology of words, that is, how they are constructed. Creating and adding to lists of tricky spellings, prefixes and suffixes as well as common word endings for nouns (including plurals), adjectives, adverbs and verbs can be particularly useful in developing their ability to answer these construction questions quickly and accurately.

[image: ]



Thinking skills and games

Word ending, word beginning

Many of the questions in this chapter involve words that share common letters. This game will help you to think of many such words. With a partner, choose a subject and then take turns to come up with a word that relates to it. The first person says their word aloud and the second person replies with a word beginning with the final letter of the first word. How long can you keep the same chain of words going? Some fun categories for this game include:
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Compound connections

Compound words are built by placing two smaller words together. The following game helps you to bring to mind quickly words that are commonly used to build compound words. With a partner, take turns to say a small word from the list on the left out loud, while the other person thinks of a compound word beginning with that word. Some suggestions are provided on the right, but hide these while playing the game!
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Playing with prefixes and suffixes

There are some prefixes (word beginnings) that crop up quite frequently. Recognising these will help you to solve the word building questions in this chapter. Practise recalling some of them by calling out a prefix from the left and seeing if your partner can reply with as many words they can think of that begin with it. Again, cover the suggestions during the game!
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Now try it with these suffixes instead: [image: ]
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