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To the human spirit that permeates every corner of this earthly expense,

To the countless resilient individuals in Africa who embody our continent's strength,  

To my fellow Ghanaians, the hope of Africa, our struggle towards true freedom and justice has not yet been won,

And to the unborn, whose future weighs heavily on my heart,

This work is dedicated to you. The fate of our nation now lies in our collective hands!
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Woe to the unborn! For they shall inherit generational debt. 

Ghana, forged in the furnace of a history of oppression, born out of the dust of colonization, has now become a nation with a forgotten history. We have forgotten the price paid for this land; we have failed to appreciate the blood, tears, sweat, and lives sacrificed to reclaim this nation from oppression. This is evident in the fact that the future of a nation holds no value if its people do not appreciate their history.

Our lack of appreciation for our history has led to a devastating force of irresponsibility. Nothing is as ruinous in our dear Ghana as irresponsibility. It is the most widespread menace we confront today. No one wishes to own up to their actions, choices, or circumstances. We dwell in an era bereft of accountability, a generation ensnared by the illusion that life is indebted to them. It is a generation that eschews personal responsibility, seeking instead to cast the weight of their failures upon others.

Friend, the result of this is very clear: we are facing some serious issues in our country. There is a constant economic crisis with no end in sight. There are constant cries for revolution resounding throughout our society and news feeds, even before elections are due. People are losing faith in some of our leaders, and it seems lawlessness is becoming our new culture. Unemployment is sky-high, and many graduates expect the government to hand them a job on a silver platter right after school.

Corruption is rampant, and bribery is becoming a norm. It is all about who you know and who knows you, not what you know. Immorality is on the rise, even among some religious leaders. We are witnessing a decline in the moral fabric of society, with some popular figures falling from grace.

Our laws are being reengineered, and violence is becoming ingrained in our culture, leading to a devaluation of human life. Crimes like robbery, murder, and even abortion are becoming alarmingly common.

Additionally, there is a worrying trend of disrespect and insults, with sexual scandals involving some students and teachers, some leaders and their followers, as well as celebrities making headlines. Some politicians behaving inappropriately, as well as political propaganda, are being glorified, flooding our social media feeds for hours every morning. 

Some business leaders are betraying the trust of their customers, landing themselves in jail for embezzlement and fraud. This has caused a deep sense of disillusionment among the younger generation, who are growing up in a society where traditional values are fading away. Gangs are forming in our communities as young people seek belonging and purpose in the midst of chaos, making it too simplistic to engage in the blame game. 

The very question that arises is: how did we come to be in this state where we have fallen into a pit of debt to the unborn, tearing at the very fabric of our motherland, and the tangled delusions we continue to weave for ourselves?

A nation that fails to heed the lessons of history will be doomed to repeat the tragedies of the past. We keep on blaming our past for our future. Some of us would rather opt to enjoy the oppression of our past than the freedom of our future. Although we have been delivered from oppression, the oppression still lingers in us because in oppression you do not have to figure out your future; you shift the responsibility to the oppressor because you are not obligated to take responsibility. 

That is why I hold a strange conviction in my spirit that freedom and justice is the heaviest burden in Ghana. It is the heaviest load that bear on our shoulders because they demand a change in mental attitude, cooperative effort, a sense of responsibility, accountability, discipline, strong character, pursuing righteousness at the expense of rights without fear, and proper management of our earthly resources, and the development of other lives.

I believe we are stuck in a generation that thinks the world owes us a favour. We refuse to own up to our mistakes. But the truth is, nobody owes us anything. We must stop blaming others and take control of our lives, as it is no longer safe to live in this country and mind your own business; someone's business should be your business too. Yes, because problems reign when solutions are ignored. Have you heard this Ghanaian proverb: "One bad palm nut spoils the whole soup"?... You are right. 

Our true freedom and justice must start at the "I" level, rather than "we". In other words, each of us must take responsibility for our own future while keeping an eye on the future of others, because our futures are intertwined. We depend on each other for a better future. So, we need to take personal responsibility for our own lives, encouraging others with faith-filled words to do the same. Passing the buck is not the solution in a nation where freedom and justice is a burden.

Friends, we have only two options: to become victims of change or agents of change. We must choose whether to stop praying with our knees on the floor and start praying with our hands on our future. We cannot expect change in our nation if we stay away from the nation. Doing nothing is not an option. We cannot stop or avoid change. If we do not become proactive, we will become reactive. We can only become relevant when we stand for something because everything has been falling apart. I call upon every Ghanaian within my hearing to come out of the closet, stop criticising and get involved in the process of making this nation great and strong. 

I have a dream that we will find a principle to live by that is more important than fleeting pleasures. Find a conviction to stand by that is more important than compromise. Find a value to commit ourselves to that is more important than vacillation. Find a purpose to pursue that is more important than popularity. Find a faith to hold on to firmly that is more important than facts. Find a national vision that is bigger than our own political parties.

We must get involved to make changes in our country. We must not just quietly pray; we must lead spiritual, social and national transformation by getting

involved in the process and not allowing things to just happen. It is time we stop observing our country and start changing our country ourselves.


—Paa Kwasi Mfoamfo
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Chapter

1

Ghana, Under A Weight Of Historical Oppression 
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In the depth of the forgotten crevices of the human spirit of every Ghanaian, as recorded in the annals of our histories; etched in the records resides the deepest desire. This deepest desire is misunderstood in the hustle and bustle of everyday life in our motherland, Ghana. It represents a profound and enduring quest that transcends the boundaries of our civilization, cultures, ethnicities, and tribes. It is the deepest desire shared by all Ghanaians, the longing for the "new" that exists only in our spirits. Every generation, whether considered civilized or uncivilized, has been driven by this innate longing. It is a yearning for something beyond the ordinary, beyond the limitations imposed by the realities of our existence. We are all united in our pursuit of the "new," which is why our national lexicon is filled with "New...," "New...," "New...," "New..." 

This deepest desire forms the undercurrent of hope for every Ghanaian, the greatest unknown force that motivates our every action and decision. However, the very nature of the human spirit operates on the premise that we cannot desire something that cannot become a reality. It is also impossible to desire something that has not existed on Earth before. In many of the countries that exist on this planet Earth, there lies the reality of this current time of the "new" we are all desiring in our human spirit, the deepest desire that whispers of a reality we know exists. 


"The very nature of the human spirit operates on the premise that we cannot desire something that cannot become a reality. It is also impossible to desire something that has not existed on Earth before."


Yet, this deepest desire is not merely a flight of a daydream. It is deeply rooted in our understanding of what it means to be a sovereign nation. But when we reflect on the state of our country today, we are filled with apprehension, uncertainty, silent fear, and disillusionment. 

However, this is not a novel occurrence in Ghanaian history. Despite changes in government, reviews and amendments of our laws, the construction of infrastructures, changes and adjustments in our social policies such as empowering women, the emergence of new cults, churches, mosques, temples, shrines and all sorts of places of worship flourishing everywhere, as well as new social media platforms, clubs, and groups emerging, alongside our remarkable advancements in education, sports, entertainment, technology, and science, we still have a long way to go in terms of achieving the "new" we desire.

I do not want to start believing that, as citizens of Ghana, we are no longer in control of our own governance. Instead, our policies are being influenced by individuals from outside our nation. It seems that many of our policies are being made by individuals whom we did not elect, and they come from geographical areas outside our borders. As the saying goes, "a borrower is nothing better than a slave to the lender." It is disheartening to reflect on the state of affairs in our beloved country, Ghana.


"I do not want to start believing that, as citizens of Ghana, we are no longer in control of our own governance. Instead, our policies are being influenced by individuals from outside our nation. It seems that many of our policies are being made by individuals whom we did not elect, and they come from geographical areas outside our borders. As the saying goes, 'a borrower is nothing better than a slave to the lender.'"


Friend, the result of this is very clear: we are facing some serious issues in our country. There is a constant economic crisis with no end in sight. There are constant cries for revolution resounding throughout our society and news feeds, even before elections are due. People are losing faith in some our leaders, and it seems lawlessness is becoming our new culture. Unemployment is sky-high, and many graduates expect the government to hand them a job on a silver platter right after school.

Corruption is rampant, and bribery is becoming a norm. It is all about who you know and who knows you, not what you know. Immorality is on the rise, even among some religious leaders. We are witnessing a decline in the moral fabric of society, with some popular figures falling from grace.

Our laws are being reengineered, and violence is becoming ingrained in our culture, leading to a devaluation of human life. Crimes like robbery, murder, and even abortion are becoming alarmingly common.

Additionally, there is a worrying trend of disrespect and insults, with sexual scandals involving some students and teachers, some leaders and their followers, as well as celebrities making headlines. Some politicians behaving inappropriately, as well as political propaganda, are being glorified, flooding our social media feeds for hours every morning. 

Some business leaders are betraying the trust of their customers, landing themselves in jail for embezzlement and fraud. This has caused a deep sense of disillusionment among the younger generation, who are growing up in a society where traditional values are fading away. Gangs are forming in our communities as young people seek belonging and purpose in the midst of chaos, making it too simplistic to engage in the blame game. 

The very question that arises is: how did we come to be in this state where we have fallen into a pit of debt to the unborn, tearing at the very fabric of our motherland, and the tangled delusions we continue to weave for ourselves?

The slides of our history show that this nation, Ghana, was forged in the furnace of the fire of a history of oppression, born out from the dust of colonization just like many nations that are in existence now. This our great nation endured nearly five centuries of colonization by European powers. Initially invaded by the Portuguese in 1471 when it was known as the Gold Coast, it later fell under the control of the United Kingdom from 1821 until 1957. Both of these kingdoms emerged from the disintegration of the mighty Roman Empire, which once dominated the known world.


"Ghana, was forged in the furnace of the fire of a history of oppression, born out from the dust of colonization just like many nations that are in existence now. This our great nation endured nearly five centuries of colonization by European powers."


The Roman Empire, renowned as the most powerful empire in human history, superseded the Greeks, who were celebrated for their intellectual prowess and philosophical inquiry. The Greeks, often regarded as the first systematic thinkers, sought to understand human behavior and develop systems of governance conducive to peaceful coexistence. Their civilization, founded on philosophical principles, laid the groundwork for subsequent societies.

When the Roman Empire absorbed Greek territories, it dismantled many aspects of Greek culture, including their pantheon of gods and statues, but preserved their philosophical writings. These writings, which outlined the Greeks' principles of self-governance, were held in high esteem by the Romans because they fell in love with that. These philosophies were incredibly ideal, so they chose to keep their origin a secret. When questioned, they claimed it came from a mystical figure above to guide them, essentially turning their thoughts into their own god, according to the Greeks.

In effect, the Greeks' philosophical legacy became intertwined with the fabric of Roman society, shaping their values, interactions, and conduct. By embracing these philosophical principles, the Romans perpetuated the intellectual legacy of the Greeks, incorporating it into their own governance structures and cultural ethos.

Through the transmission of Greek philosophy, the Roman Empire not only inherited a rich intellectual tradition but also perpetuated a reverence for knowledge of the truth.

The thoughts that the Romans, now comprising Europe after its disintegration into little kingdoms such as Britain, Portugal, and more, inherited from the Greeks some form of convictions. Most of their thoughts were a product of biological properties, and they indicated from their conviction that some species were chosen by the gods to be rulers, while others were to be ruled. They believed they were the ones chosen by the gods to rule over the masses of other species based on certain birth traits such as light skin pigmentation, pointed noses, blonde hair, blue eyes, and so forth. Thus, from their convictions, it was clearly obvious that those with dark skin, broad noses, no blonde hair, and different eye colors were considered the masses chosen to be ruled by them. 

They referenced scriptures when they sent their ships out in the name of trading with us and spreading the Gospel as they call it, depicting us as the "beast of the field." Additionally, they believed that because they were born to dominate and rule over us, God gave us a name to them, reflecting the Greek cultural belief that naming something grants ownership and mastery over it. This concept is conveyed through passages like Genesis 2:19, where the first human names the creatures of the earth including the beast of the field, establishing his dominion over them.

When they arrived on our lands, they encountered many of our ancestors living under trees and on branches, which affirmed their convictions, as seen in Ecclesiastes 31:13, where it describes all the beasts of the field settling among the branches of a fallen tree. They concluded that both humans and animals are God's creation, born to worship God, as depicted in Isaiah 43:20, where the beast of the field is said to honor God for providing water in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

Due to these their convictions influenced by the Greeks, we were considered followers while they were seen as our leaders. And this was not a matter of debate or discussion or whether we believe it or not; it was simply the choice of God . The remnants of this concept still linger in our subconscious minds today, making it difficult for any individual of this country to emerge as a great leader, both here and in the industrial states.

Also, based on their convictions rooted in biological properties, they concluded that individuals with certain birth traits different from theirs were not divine. They believed themselves to be sons of a white God, perpetuating the idea throughout generations that God is white. This belief was reinforced by religious and spiritual media presented during festive seasons on television and social media platforms. 

Furthermore, their belief in our lack of proper reason on the grounds of our culture indicated that we were not fully developed humans, being only one DNA strand away from animals. Consequently, they saw no issue in enslaving us, branding us with symbols, letters, and numbers using hot metals, and treating us as mere animals. Placing yokes on our shoulders, necks, and foreheads, and subjecting us to harsh conditions in dark dungeons further demonstrated their disregard for our human dignity. 

Additionally, they saw nothing wrong with using our bodies for scientific study, breeding us with our relatives, and dissecting us for medical analysis, viewing it all as a matter of science rather than inhumanity. They also propagated the notion that our place was not in positions of authority, but rather in servitude, conditioning us to believe that forgiveness for our sins required confession and gifts of treasure to them. This manipulation of religious beliefs has led to a spiritual impoverishment devoid of conscience among many.

What a heavy history of oppression! We have all become products of subtlety, you know, and I know, but it is hard to accept it. Some of us have even developed some form of hatred towards them to seek revenge by regaining the treasures they hoarded from us to their lands through online frauds, because some of us are taking it is boot for boot. Others of us, too, have engaged ourselves in the blame game, and because of this, it is a high temptation for most of us to expose the ignorance of our ancestors, whom we call forefathers, that they sat down for them to exchange their salt to take our mineral deposits, their mirrors and peppers for us to let them only to help them take away the brilliant and powerful ones among us to exile. And many more, I am much convinced most of us know better than what I have spelled out in the pages of this book. Until we can lift up this history of oppression off on us, we are all not free, and on that ground, we are simply convicts of Greek convictions.


"Until we can lift up this history of oppression off on us, we are all not free, and on that ground, we are simply convicts of Greek convictions."
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