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CHAPTER ONE Marinel Ubaldo

On 13th November 2013, a storm destroyed Marinel Ubaldo’s village in the Philippines. Marinel was only sixteen years old. The storm was called Super Typhoon Yolanda. The strong wind pulled trees out of the ground and destroyed houses. There was lots of water everywhere. After the storm, the local people had no food, clean water or dry clothes. Eleven people died.

Marinel was sad for many months. She was now also very frightened of the wind and the rain. The storm destroyed many of her favourite things and the family’s boat. Her father could not go out to sea and catch fish, and the family had no food or money. There are a lot of storms in the Philippines, but Super Typhoon Yolanda was much bigger than a normal storm.

Marinel wanted to stop these big storms. “They are happening because of climate change,” she thought. She decided to tell as many people as possible about climate change and Super Typhoon Yolanda. She spoke on the street, and to groups of people, and on the radio. “Some big companies are destroying the environment,” she said.

Marinel wants lots of young people to know about climate change and to fight it with her.
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Super Typhoon Yolanda destroyed Marinel Ubaldo’s village.



CHAPTER TWO Andrew Turton and Pete Ceglinski

Andrew Turton loved being on his boat in the sea around Australia, but he was very angry about all the plastic bottles and rubbish in the water. They were bad for fish and other sea animals. But, one day, Andrew had an idea for a special bin. This bin could catch the bottles and rubbish in the sea.

A friend called Pete Ceglinski helped Andrew. Pete hated the bottles and rubbish, too, and he had an idea for Andrew’s bin. He decided to try and make one. It was a large ring with a bag in the water under it. The ring went on the water, and the “catch bag” went under it and caught the bottles and rubbish.

Pete and Andrew were very happy because the ring worked well. The bottles and rubbish went into the bag, but the fish could not swim into it. Pete and Andrew called the bin “the Seabin”, and, in 2017, they started selling it around the world.
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Andrew Turton and Pete Ceglinski did not like the rubbish and plastic bottles in the water.
There are now hundreds of Seabins in the sea. They are catching rubbish and plastic bottles in more than forty-five countries. They are usually close to beaches and land because they do not work well in the middle of the sea.

Each Seabin can catch 90,000 plastic bags or 50,000 plastic bottles every year. The bins are also cheap and easy to use.

Pete and Andrew are working hard to make many more Seabins. They also work with people and children. They want them to stop leaving rubbish in the seas.
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Andrew Turton and Pete Ceglinski made the Seabin.



CHAPTER THREE Jia Wenqi and Jia Haixia

Trees are very important for all of us because they help to clean the air. Our world needs lots of trees. Two men in China understood this very well.

Jia Wenqi and Jia Haixia do not have easy lives. They are disabled – Wenqi does not have arms and Haixia cannot see. But Wenqi can do amazing things with his feet. He can write with them, and carry water and cut vegetables.

In 2002, Wenqi had a good idea. “You can be my arms,” he said to Haixia, “and I’ll be your eyes.”

The two men wanted to do good things for the environment around their home. Many years before, there were forests and lots of birds on the land, and plants and animals. But now there were no birds in the sky and no animals and no grass. The land around them was not green but grey. So, Wenqi and Haixia had an idea – they decided to plant lots of trees.
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Jia Wenqi and Jia Haixia planted lots of trees.
The two men worked hard. Every day, Haixia held on to Wenqi’s clothes, and Wenqi carried Haixia on his back across the river. Then they cut small bits from other trees, and planted them in the ground. Wenqi helped Haixia to go up into the trees. He shouted, “Put your arm there and your foot there. Now, cut here and cut there.”

Haixia and Wenqi planted 800 trees in their first year, but many of the trees died. The ground was too dry, and the trees could not grow. They needed more water. The next year, Haixia and Wenqi planted the trees near the river so there was lots of water in the ground for them. In the next ten years, the two men planted more than 10,000 trees together. In 2016, the story of the two disabled men was famous, and soon many people around the world were planting trees, too.
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Haixia held on to Wenqi’s clothes.
Wenqi and Haixia continue to plant trees today, and sometimes other local people help them. Their story is amazing, but their idea is easy. They are planting new forests for a better, cleaner world.




CHAPTER FOUR The Guajajara Guardians

The Amazon rainforest in South America is very, very big. It crosses nine countries. It is dark on the ground under the tall trees, and lots of different, special animals live there. Many tribes of people live there, too, and they live happily with all the plants and animals. But other people come to the rainforest and take away the trees for farms, fires, roads and buildings. This deforestation is very bad for the world. Trees clean the air, and people and animals need clean air. It is also very bad for the tribes of the Amazon rainforest.

But the Guajajara Guardians are trying to stop the deforestation. They are a group of men and women from the Guajajara tribe in Brazil, and they understand the weather of the rainforest and its animals very well. The Guajajara Guardians want to protect the rainforest, but it is not easy. The Brazilian government does not help them very much.
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People in the rainforest take the trees for farms, fires, roads and buildings.
The Guajajara Guardians are trying to stop people from taking the trees. Sometimes this fight is very dangerous. One of the Guardians, Paulo Paulino Guajajara, died in 2019 – someone killed him. But the Guajajara Guardians will not stop fighting for the Amazon rainforest.

The Guajajara Guardians also protect a very old tribe called the Awá. This special tribe lives in the middle of the rainforest, and its people never see or speak with other people. The Guardians do not want this to change.
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The Guajajara Guardians
Deforestation is a problem across the world, but many groups of people are fighting it. One group, the Guardians of the Forest, brought together people from Central America, Indonesia, the Amazon and other parts of Brazil. They want to protect as much of the world’s rainforests as possible.




CHAPTER FIVE Pablo García Borboroglu

Penguins are wonderful animals. They can look funny with their strange walk. But they are very intelligent, and they can live in very difficult places. They cannot fly, but they swim well and are good at protecting their eggs. They live half of their lives in the sea and the other half on the land.

Pablo García Borboroglu was a boy in Argentina. His grandmother told young Pablo stories about the penguins of Patagonia in the south of the country. Pablo wanted to know more about the penguins and, at the age of eighteen, he travelled hundreds of miles to Patagonia for the first time. The birds were wonderful. There were thousands and thousands of them all standing together, and they made a very loud noise!

Pablo decided to go and live in Patagonia because he wanted to protect the penguins. The penguins have their babies in their nests on the land. Then they go and find fish in the sea for food. But because of climate change, many penguins now have to swim many miles for food. They have to leave the nests for a long time, and sometimes their babies die.
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Pablo García Borboroglu with the penguins in Patagonia
Pablo’s work is very important. In 2009, he started the Global Penguin Society. It teaches local people about the penguins. Then the people are able to give the birds a better environment and help protect them and their nests. The Global Penguin Society does wonderful things. It protects the land around one very big group of
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The Global Penguin Society brings thousands of children to the penguins.
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Note about the book

1 Definitions of words in bold can be found in the glossary on pages 63–64.
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