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  Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area


  Back in the early 1980s, the Nature Conservancy, Trout Unlimited, and the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) combined forces to acquire one of the greatest state wildlife areas in the history of the state. This acquisition accorded anglers the right to fish the lush, meandering meadow section of the South Platte River between Spinney Mountain and Eleven Mile Reservoirs. This portion of the South Platte River is affectionately referred to as the “Dream Stream” and rightly so: The beautiful 5.5-mile (3 linear miles) section of river comes by its name naturally, as it offers anglers the opportunity of a lifetime to consistently hook large trout. Formerly known as the Spinney Mountain Ranch, the area was renamed in 2010 in memory of Charlie Meyers, who was an outdoor editor for the Denver Post for nearly 30 years. This stretch was one of Meyers’s favorite places to fish.


  [image: The Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area is one of the best tailwaters in the country. It supports srich and diversified aquatic life as well as an impressive population of rainbows, cuttbows, and brown trout. JAY NICHOLS]


  The Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area (SWA) is located in the heart of South Park—tucked between 11,000-foot snowcapped peaks on the west, rich ranchland to the north and south, and Pikes Peak to the east. On these upper reaches of the South Platte River, anglers match wits with trout using a variety of tactics, including nymphs, dry flies, and streamers.


  Charlie Meyers SWA (Spinney Mountain Ranch) has a rich history. The area was named for Ben Spinney, a popular rancher who lived here in the 1890s. Spinney’s ranch was a railroading hub for the Colorado Midland Railroad, which had an impressive operation on his spread, including a frame station, bunkhouse, section house, coal bins, a large water tank, a passing track, and a wye. The mountain northeast of the dam was also named for Spinney.


  Boston and Denver investors bought the Colorado Midland and renamed it the Colorado White Sulphur Springs Railroad. The name was derived from the sulphur springs located near the barren brown rise in the ground to the north of the ranch property. These investors had big plans to erect a two-story hotel, with a broad veranda and a bathhouse, near Spinney’s ranch. Because the terrain was flat, it would attract wealthy patrons arriving by carriage. Despite the railroad’s encouragement, however, the hotel was never built, and the pasture became the grazing grounds for the working ranch.


  Today you can still see the railroad easement and the old trestle that crosses the river on its east–west tangent to Hartsel (named for Samuel Hartsel, another prominent rancher of the time). Occasionally you’ll stumble upon an old railroad tie or a steel spike lying in the hayfield. Whenever I stroll through this scenic pasture, I can’t help but think about the history and the way it must have been more than a century ago.


  This section has prime trout habitat, including riffles, runs, gravel bars and shelves, and undercut banks. Over the last few years, several stream improvement projects have been initiated with the intent to improve the winter holding areas. To assist the trout population, large boulders, tree stumps with root clusters, and old logs have been placed in strategic locations to create new structure and reinforced banks, and in some stretches the stream channel has been narrowed to create uniform and consistent flows. All of these improvements have been made to the upper two-thirds of the river, and future plans include additional improvements to the lower section of this state wildlife area.


  Skilled anglers have the opportunity to catch a mixed bag of rainbows, cuttbows (a cutthroat-rainbow hybrid), browns, and cutthroats in the 16- to 20-inch range. In addition, spring (rainbows and cutthroats) and fall (browns and kokanee salmon) spawn runs from Eleven Mile Reservoir are impressive, with fish up to 15 pounds caught during a key three- to four-week period.


  Fishing on the South Platte River at Charlie Meyers SWA always provides the ultimate challenge. The water is clear, the fishing pressure is heavy at times, and the fish are extremely educated. Also, these trout are some of the strongest fish for their size I have ever hooked on a fly rod. Small aquatic insects add to the challenge; anglers must fish with flies in the size 18 to 22 range most of the year.


  Another challenge is the near-constant wind. The breezy South Park area is situated in the middle of the Rampart and Sawatch Ranges, which is precisely where a wind tunnel is formed. Since Charlie Meyers SWA sits at 8,600 feet, unfortunately there are no obstructions to block the wind. If you fish here on a regular basis, however, you’ll learn to adjust to the environment.


  [image: The Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area is known for its healthy population of wild brown trout. Tailwater junkies like Joe Morrissette come from all over the United States to fulfill their bucket list on one of America’s top trout streams.]


  Ideally, the perfect flow below Spinney Dam is between 100 and 200 cfs. Winter flows (November–February) average between 50 and 80 cfs, increased spring flows (March–May) average between 90 and 110 cfs, summer flows (June–August) range from 150 to 300 cfs, and autumn flows (September–October) range from 75 to 100 cfs. Anything over 400 cfs is considered high on this section of the South Platte, and fishing in these conditions becomes a little more difficult with the fast currents. See the “High-Water Season” sidebar later in this chapter (on page 22) for specifics.


  This section is Gold Medal Water, a prestigious designation given to trout streams that produce a minimum of 60 pounds of trout per acre, with 12 trout per acre measuring 12 inches or longer. The Gold Medal Water distinction helps anglers identify where they can catch quality fish, even a trophy trout from time to time. The regulations are flies and lures only, and all fish must be returned to the water immediately. If you see anyone poaching, call Operation Game Thief immediately (877-265-6648) or simply dial 911. Cell service is available in this area in the event of an accident or for reporting a poacher.


  Because of its national exposure and reputation as being one of America’s top tailwater fisheries, Charlie Meyers SWA is not the place to go if you seek solitude. Anglers come from neighboring states to sample its offerings, and since it’s centrally located in Colorado, they are often willing to drive for two hours or more to fish here. It’s not uncommon to see a dozen or more cars in each of the parking areas.


  Due to the number of anglers, please remember to use proper fishing etiquette at all times (see the etiquette sidebar on page 93). It takes everyone working together to keep this prized possession the Dream Stream. Also, to protect the trout, pinch down your barbs since these fish are routinely hooked and released.


  To get to Charlie Meyers SWA, take US 24 from Colorado Springs and follow it to the summit of Wilkerson Pass. As you descend off the back of the pass, you’ll enjoy a majestic view of the mountains from which the South Platte River originates. In the far distance, on your left, you’ll see Weston Pass, the headwaters of the South Fork, and on the right, the Middle Fork and Tarryall Creek drainage up near the Mosquito Range and Bald Mountain. From the summit drive 4.8 miles west and take a left on CR 23.


  Another route is via US 285 through the small community of Fairplay. If you’re coming from the north, take a left on CO 9 (0.25 mile south of Fairplay) toward Hartsel until you reach US 24. Take a left on US 24 and follow it until you hit CR 23 (look for a white sign that says Chaparral General Store/Spinney and Eleven Mile Reservoirs). If you’re coming from Buena Vista or the south via US 285, you’ll need to take a right on US 24 after dropping off 9,346-foot Trout Creek Pass to reach CR 23.


  Take a right on CR 23 and follow it south for 2.8 miles until you come to a T in the road. At this point the Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area may be accessed from four different parking locations. (Five if you count the Eleven Mile parking lot, which is just above the inlet.) If you choose to fish the river right below the dam, take a right on CR 59 for 1.1 miles until you see the entrance to Spinney Mountain Reservoir on your left.


  A state park pass is required and can be purchased at the entrance gate. The upper lot is closed as soon as Spinney Mountain Reservoir closes for the season, but this area reopens when the reservoir reopens shortly after ice-off, typically around mid-April. Also at this time, access to the upper reaches of the South Platte River (below the dam) is only via the frontage road. A small parking lot east of the gate (which is always closed) connects the frontage road and upper lot.


  If you opt to fish the lower stretches near the red barns or gauging station, take a left onto CR 59 at the T (CR 59) and then the next right, remaining on CR 59, which will take you to the parking lot near the old corrals. If you prefer to fish the middle section, take the first right and go 1.1 miles on the gravel road to the middle lot. This road is not maintained in the winter, and it can be extremely bumpy. Park passes aren’t required for either of the lower parking areas, but there is no access to Spinney Mountain Reservoir via this route.


  The first hole below Spinney Mountain Dam is called the Fence Run, and it won’t take you long to figure out why local guides call it that. A fence crossing the river identifies where the public access begins. The stretch above the fence is closed to fishing and regularly patrolled by the city of Aurora. Please abide by the rules and do not fish above the fence! The Fence Run is a classic riffle/run/pool tailout that is an excellent area to sight-nymph to individual fish or cast dry flies to bank sippers along the north side of the river. A couple of nice buckets in the middle of the run are perfect candidates to hold large fish.


  Below the Fence Run a series of cross vanes (rock weirs) provide excellent structure for anglers to nymph-fish. Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) completed two stream restoration projects in the late 1990s and early 2000s to improve habitat. Part of their stream improvement included the cross vanes and boulder gardens found between the middle and upper parking lots. You’ll find fish above and below these man-made structures. The soft-water margins are good areas to look for rising fish during the height of Pale Morning Dun or Trico hatch.


  The first bend below the dam is called the Concrete Hole because a huge pile of concrete is located on river left. My guess is this was put there to deflect water coming out of the spillway to prevent erosion. Above and below the Concrete Hole are good areas to sight-nymph for suspended trout or cast dry flies to surface-feeders. The river can be easily accessed from both sides here.


  Below the Concrete Hole is another series of cross vanes that fish similar to the ones previously mentioned. The Upper Willows section is easily located by its heavy stands of willows along the river’s edge. This is a huge spawning flat during the shoulder seasons, so watch your step in this location. During the remainder of the season, anglers have the opportunity to catch a mixed bag of rainbows, cuttbows, and brown trout in this area.


  Several boulder gardens (submerged rocks) above and below the Upper Willows provide excellent structure between the cross vanes. Nymph fishing between the rocks typically produces some nice resident fish. This is a good area to search for resident brown trout because they tend to hide around the rocks and rarely move into the riffles unless there is a heavy hatch. This area fishes well under a wide range of conditions, but no doubt the sweet spot is when flows are between 150 and 200 cfs.


  Adjacent to the upper parking lot is The Cliff, a nice deep run that houses some of the bigger fish on the upper river. It’s a good place to sight-nymph for suspended fish, throw dry flies along the river’s edge, or toss a streamer in hopes of hooking a trophy trout. In autumn, some large, crafty brown trout reside in this deep run. Below the Cliff Hole is another series of cross vanes that hold good numbers of trout. Many of the stream banks have been reinforced with logs to prevent erosion.


  Farther downstream is the Sand Hole. “It is called the Sand Hole because of the bed load transfer that places sand to the right of the riffled run in a large eddy. The actual hole is a long riffle that drops into a deep run that is 4 to 5 feet deep, supplying anglers some great sight-fishing with dries and nymphs,” says Landon Mayer, veteran guide on this stretch of water. This area fishes best when the flows are between 100 and 200 cfs.


  Below the Sand Hole is Wind Chimes, a fence that crosses the river made of hanging PVC pipes. When the wind blows, the pipes bang on each other like wind chimes. This fence was put in for zoning purposes (the property boundary between Spinney Mountain State Park and CPW properties) as well as to keep the buffalo from crossing the river. Above the Wind Chimes a beautiful riffle and drop-off bend fishes well under a wide range of conditions. Fish stack up in the bend area during the winter.


  Below the Wind Chimes is an area referred to as the Slicks. This slow-moving stretch of water especially caters to dry-fly anglers. You’ll find pods of trout rising to Pale Morning Duns, Tricos, and midges during the height of a hatch. The Slicks extend down to where the old creek bed (Three Mile Creek) enters the river just above the Trestle. Don’t be surprised if you see a few pike in this area.


  Trestle Run is the remains of an old railroad bridge that crossed the river back in the late 1890s. There is excellent pocketwater above the Trestle and a long run below it. A deep hole at the bottom end of the run (before the river doglegs right) is known for holding some excellent fish. My buddies and I call this the Jugular Vein because it is one of the best holes in the middle section. This area fishes best when the flows are between 150 and 200 cfs. The riffles below the Trestle are a huge spawning flat during the shoulder seasons, so watch your step. I recommend not fishing this area during the spawning season to allow the trout to propagate without any interruptions.
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  Below the Trestle is another series of boulder gardens that provides anglers with excellent sight-fishing opportunities. The river splits into two distinct channels here. This is a good area to fish when flows are high (above 300 cfs) because the water is dispersed into two channels. The riffles below the island are a good spot to sight-fish to rising trout. Some deep holes below this area hold large trout.


  Landon’s Lane, named for Landon Mayer, is a nice stretch of riffles, runs, and boulder gardens. You’ll frequently see Landon guiding in this stretch. A deep hole above and below Landon’s Lane consistently produces some nice fish. Fishing is optimum in this area when flows are between 100 and 250 cfs. Below Landon’s Lane is another drop-off bend that funnels into a deep hole. This area holds some big fish during the spring and fall spawn runs, plus it’s a classic run for trout to overwinter in. Trout are commonly seen rising in the tailout to midges, Pale Morning Duns, and Tricos.


  If you look to the east and north, you’ll see some red structures (barns, stables, and cabins) that were part of Ben Spinney’s spread over a century ago. You’ll notice the remains of a bridge that crossed the river to get back to the cabins, outhouse, and hayloft. The hayloft and bridge burned down back in the mid-’90s from a lightning strike, so only remnants of this beautiful structure remain. This several-hundred-yard stretch of river is referred to as the Barns area.


  The Barns section is a mixture of nice riffles, runs, pools, and pocketwater. Pronounced mid-channel shelves in several of the runs provide anglers excellent opportunities to sight-fish with nymphs. Several tailouts and pools attract dry-fly anglers. This is also a good stretch to fish with dry-and-dropper rigs. Ideal flows for this stretch are between 150 and 250 cfs. This is one of my go-to stretches when the water approaches 300 cfs.


  Below the Barns is the Island Runs, where the river once again splits into two channels. The river is fishable on both sides of the island. This area fishes best when the flow is above 200 cfs. River right is a favorite section of mine, especially for sight-fishing. I cannot even begin to tell you how many big rainbows and cuttbows I’ve hooked in this section of river. Above the Island Run is a deep hole below a cross vane that contains a bunch of fish. This is a good spot to fish drowned Tricos. Pods of fish sweep back and forth here, eating hundreds of sunken spinners. I always make it a point to get to this stretch as the Trico hatch winds down.


  Below the Island Run is a series of boulder gardens, mid-channel shelves, and superb pocketwater. The Rock Garden is a long stretch of beautiful pocketwater that can take a couple of hours to dissect. Fish all the nooks and crannies around the boulders, and place a special emphasis on the mid-channel shelves. This is an incredible piece of water with a lot of diversity. Anglers can fish dries, nymphs, and streamers here. Recent stream improvements below the Rock Gardens (down to the Charlie Meyers Memorial Site) have reinforced stream banks, narrowed the river channel, and created deep runs.


  [image: On a cold, blustery day at the Charlie Meyers SWA, Brian Leen persuaded this thick-bodied cuttbow to eat an egg pattern near the S Curve. The S Curve is a good place to look for migratory fish during the spring.]


  Below the Rock Garden is the Forest. Fly-fishing guides refer to this area as the Forest because seven truckloads of stripped tree trunks were strategically placed in this area to provide bank reinforcements and undercut banks. The Forest is a wonderful area for trout but a snag nightmare for anglers.


  Ashes Run is a textbook riffle/run/pool tailout. The back end of the run is a great dry-fly stretch, and the heart of the run is an excellent area to nymph-fish. The riffles toward the head of the run are a good location to sight-fish for active feeders. The riprap on the back end of the hole provides excellent structure for big fish. To date, the largest fish that I have scooped into my landing net came from this section. It was a 14-pound cuttbow that was fooled with a size 22 Mercury Pheasant Tail Nymph.


  Several nice riffles and runs are located between Ashes Run and CR 59. One section in particular is the S Curve, a great place to look for huge migratory rainbows in the spring. Several beautiful runs above the CR 59 bridge fish well too. My suggestion is to park in the lower parking lot (near the gauging station) and fish this entire section of river.


  Below CR 59 is considered part of Eleven Mile State Park. The Gauging Station Run is about 50 yards below CR 59. This is a deep hole that accommodates some huge fish, especially during the shoulder seasons when migratory fish enter the system. Pods of kokanee salmon also stack up in this hole starting mid-September. Anglers can find resident trout midging in this deep hole 365 days a year. This is also a good area to fish with nymphs, as you’ll routinely find fish suspended mid-column feeding on midge pupae. Don’t be afraid throw a streamer into this deep hole; some of the biggest fish of the season are caught here.


  Between the Gauging Station Hole and the inlet of the dam the river is a classic meandering meadow stream. A series of nice riffles, runs, and sweeping bends provide adequate structure for both resident and migratory trout. Some of my favorite holes include the Trap Holes, Fence Hole, Bend Hole, Pipe Hole, and Staging Straightaway, down to the inlet of Eleven Mile Reservoir. All of these holes fish similarly; they are shallow riffles that drop off mid-channel shelves into deep runs. The tailouts provide plenty of structure and areas for fish to hide. The fish move into the riffles to feed during the height of a midge or mayfly hatch.


  The half-mile stretch above the reservoir fishes especially well during the spring and fall spawn runs. Several fish stage in the runs above the lake prior to spawning. Anglers catch fish up to 30 inches in this stretch every season.


  Over the years the Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area has had its ups and downs, just like any other great trout stream in the Rocky Mountain West. After the dam was completed in 1984, the river was considered a model tailwater fishery, with large, healthy populations of trout and an abundance of aquatic insects for them to feast upon. The stream that was once filled with 9- to 13-inch brown trout prior to the construction of the dam now boasted populations of 7,000 fish per mile because of the clear, cold water being released from the base of the dam. Charlie Meyers SWA immediately became reminiscent of some of the renowned spring creeks near Livingston, Montana, and the Henry’s Fork in Idaho. By the late 1980s anglers were consistently landing big fish averaging 16 inches, and it wasn’t uncommon to hook fish longer than 20 inches.


  Crowded conditions became a problem, however, and it wasn’t unusual to see 30-plus cars parked in the upper or middle parking facilities. The fishery declined dramatically by the early 1990s, and this left CDOW officials shaking their heads. By 1993 it was so difficult to catch a fish here that anglers simply gave up. Anglers and wildlife enthusiasts began to wonder what the fate of this notorious trout stream would be.


  [image: Matt Sanderson caught this large rainbow down near the inlet of Eleven Mile Reservoir, a staging area where rainbows stack up prior to moving into the river to spawn. JOHN KEEFOVER]


  [image: Colorado Parks and Wildlife has instigated several stream restoration projects to reinforce stream banks, minimize erosion, reduce insect-choking sediments, narrow the river channel, and provide structure for resident trout to thrive under a wide range of conditions. JOHN KEEFOVER]


  So, what happened? One of the many causes of the stream’s decline was years of cattle grazing, which ultimately led to severe bank erosion and insect-choking sediments. Others simply blamed poorly managed and inconsistent stream flows from Spinney Mountain Dam, forcing the fish to return to Eleven Mile Reservoir. I’ve found that if the flow is less than 50 cfs for any length of time, the chances are good that a large percentage of the trout return to Eleven Mile Reservoir because of the low water. Some people insisted it was simply fishing pressure, but this theory is invalid since there’s always been intense pressure in this area. Another major factor was the surfacing of whirling disease and the lack of naturally reproducing rainbows. I believe that it was a combination of all of these factors.


  The good news is that steps have been taken to address many of these problems, and the fishery is enjoying a remarkable comeback. The cattle have been removed and fenced in other locations, and major stream improvements have been made to the upper and middle reaches of the river. Unfortunately, many of the natural meadow stream characteristics are now gone as a result, and many anglers and industry professionals have mixed feelings about this.


  Over the past several seasons Colorado Parks and Wildlife has initiated an aggressive stocking program that has had a positive impact on trout populations. A cutthroat-rainbow hybrid (cuttbow) that appears to be less migratory during flow and temperature extremes now inhabits this moss-rich meadow stream. Several year classes of fish are present, and anglers are now catching a variety of sizes of these hybrids, often between 10 and 18 inches long. In addition to the cuttbows, CPW has introduced the Hofer rainbow into the system, which has a strong resistance to whirling disease. These fish appear to be doing well too.


  During the height of the fly-fishing season (June–August) at Charlie Meyers SWA, an influx of lake-run browns move upstream from Eleven Mile Reservoir and take up a part-time residence in the South Platte River. Anglers refer to these thick-bodied lake fish as humpback browns. When I’m consistently catching humpback browns, I consider the river to be in its prime summer condition. In other words, the river has an ideal flow, the trout are enjoying adequate protection from predators, and the insect activity is at a season high, which is favorable and conducive to substantial growth.


  [image: Humpback browns are an added bonus when you’re fishing the Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area. These lake-run fish enter the river during the summer months (during peak flows) to capitalize on strong hatches of caddis, Pale Morning Duns, and Tricos. When the flows drop below 100 cfs, many of these fish return to Eleven Mile Reservoir.]


  The brown migration period usually begins by mid-June, when the river’s flows are in the 150 to 180 cfs range. Coincidentally, this is on the front end of the Trico hatch, when a tremendous amount of food is available to the trout for several weeks. After the Trico hatch winds down, these browns seem to disappear (they head back to Eleven Mile Reservoir); they reappear in the middle part of September as the brown trout spawn begins. Several large lake rainbows and cuttbows also move into the river during this time to capitalize on this abundant food source; however, they tend to remain in the river for much longer periods, provided there are adequate stream flows and cold water temperatures.


  SEASONAL STRATEGIES


  Winter (November through February)


  Anglers willing to battle the elements can typically find a few cooperative trout on just about any winter outing. Extreme weather, ice-cold water, and sporadic hatches set the stage for some difficult yet rewarding fishing at the Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area. Due to the elevation, winter arrives much earlier in South Park than on the Front Range, where conditions remain mild through November.


  
  Releasing Fish


  

  To protect the future of our coldwater fisheries, it’s important to practice catch-and-release. Many sections of the South Platte River are already designated as catch-and-release waters, so you have no choice in the matter. If you see a poacher (someone keeping fish or fishing bait illegally), call Colorado Parks and Wildlife (Operation Game Thief, 877-265-6648) or 911 immediately.


  A common belief exists among fly fishers that the mortality rate is 10 percent when you catch and release trout on a regular basis, but I feel strongly that it’s considerably less if you take proper precautions. I’ve caught the same fish twice in one week, and other fish several times in a season, which is proof that catch-and-release works. To reduce the risk of injuring a fish during the releasing process, make sure you do the following:


  Never play fish to exhaustion. Fight fish quickly, especially when water temperatures exceed 65 degrees F.


  [image: As a steward of the environment, it’s important to practice catch-and-release. A speedy release ensures that a fish lives to fight another day.]


  Always wet your hands before handling a fish. This reduces damage to the trout’s body slime.


  Keep the fish in the water as long as possible. If you’re taking pictures, keep the fish in the net and submerged until the camera is ready. Never let the fish flop around on the stream bank or rocks while shooting photos.


  Turn the fish upside down when handling it or removing the hook from its mouth. This temporarily disorients the fish and allows for a speedy release. Be sure to keep your fingers out of its gills, since this kills a trout as quick as anything.


  Pinch the barbs on your hooks. The theory of losing trout due to a barbless hook is invalid.


  If a trout takes your fly deep, cut the tippet as close to the fly as possible and get the fish back into the water as quickly as possible. If the fish is bleeding profusely, cut the tippet as close to the fly as feasibly possible and get the fish into the river immediately.


  When you release a trout, face it into the current. Cradle the fish (without squeezing it), allowing the gills to begin functioning. Take the trout to a place where the current is slow and free of bottom sediments. If sand or silt gets into the fish’s gills, it takes considerably longer for the fish to recover. You’ll feel the fish squirm and wiggle before it darts away. If the fish turns belly-up, try the reviving process once again. Make sure the fish is okay before moving on to the next fish.■

  

  
  [image: Forrest Dorsey caught this large pre-spawn rainbow with a size 20 red Manhattan Midge above Eleven Mile Reservoir. Some of the biggest trout are found between the inlet of Eleven Mile and the gauging station.]


  Trout overwinter in the deep runs and slower pools. The greatest challenge to overcome during the winter is finding a feeding fish. For every dozen fish you locate, only a few of them are actively feeding! Concentrate your efforts in the transitional zones and look for a suspended trout, as this is a sure sign that the fish is actually feeding. Ignore the nonfeeders, those fish hugging the bottom, as they’re a waste of valuable fishing time!


  As an added bonus, kokanee salmon migrate out of Eleven Mile Reservoir in search of areas to spawn. The kokanees that move upstream from Eleven Mile are impressive, ranging in size from 18 to 26 inches long—which is considerably larger than those found in the Gunnison, Blue, or Colorado Rivers. Hot pink streamers, pink San Juan Worms, egg patterns, and a standard assortment of tailwater patterns (including bead heads) work well when it comes to fooling these landlocked salmon. Kokanee salmon numbers are not as strong as they were a decade ago because of an increasing pike population and problems with gill lice.


  By the end of November, the fish begin to feed selectively on midges for the next several months. Anglers should stock their fly boxes with an assortment of size 20 Pale Olive and Red Midge Larvae and some size 22-26 brown and black Midge Pupae.


  January is probably the toughest month to consistently catch trout at Charlie Meyers SWA. Cold arctic air dips down from the north and the windchill factor makes fishing conditions almost unbearable. Nighttime lows often dip well below zero during the dead of winter. The water directly below the dam remains fishable year-round, but as you move downstream, slush ice often becomes a major problem until midday. The lower river freezes solid, so plan accordingly.


  There is a distinct advantage to fly fishing in cold, blustery, conditions—the lack of crowds! It’s not uncommon to get several inches of snow in this area, which makes walking to and from the parking facilities difficult at times. Carry a cell phone with you in the event of an accident; you may not see another angler for several hours, or even possibly for the entire day.


  
  The San Juan Shuffle


  

  South Platte trout see large numbers of anglers on a daily basis, but they typically don’t spook as easily as rainbows and browns on other rivers. It’s a strange phenomenon for anglers from other parts of the country to understand. South Platte trout (this occurs on other tailwater too) actually line up behind your feet, eating the morsels you knock loose while wading, standing, repositioning yourself, or crossing in the stream.


  Many anglers can’t help but notice a large number of fish stacked up behind them. For some, it’s tempting to try to fish for these trout. This tactic is illegal and, most importantly, unethical! Many anglers go as far as knocking or kicking food loose (chumming the fish), and then dropping their flies in below their feet. This method of fishing (if you can lower yourself to call it fishing) is called the San Juan Shuffle, named after a river where the technique was practiced most egregiously, and it is prohibited in several states—not to mention devastating to the streambed and aquatic insect life.


  My suggestion is to simply ignore these fish and pretend that they were not there to begin with. I know it’s extremely hard to ignore a 20-inch rainbow that is feeding aggressively below you, but don’t degrade yourself and get trapped into fly fishing for the trout that are eating on your chum line.


  If you see someone doing the San Juan Shuffle, politely educate them on the detrimental effects on the streambed and let them know this is an unacceptable method of fly fishing. It’s important to avoid a confrontation, however! The first sign that an angler may be shuffling is that he or she gets into a position facing downriver. Then they may shuffle their feet to kick up some food, attracting fish. I’m not sure what anglers that do this are thinking, but it’s this kind of behavior that tends leave a bad taste in many anglers’ mouths.


  Unfortunately, anytime an angler enters the river, several trout reposition themselves based on food being inadvertently kicked up. It’s not uncommon for the fish that were in the riffle in front of you to line up behind you. This is frustrating, but it can be avoided by simply fishing from the river’s edge. This may require long-line nymphing, stacking mends to achieve a nice, long, drag-free drift.


  Fish stacking up behind your feet is only a major problem from May to September, when water temperatures are above 50 degrees and the trout are willing to move and feed voraciously. It’s rare to see fish stacked behind you in the winter months because of the ice-cold water temperatures. ■

  


  [image: J Core fooled this stunning South Platte rainbow in February with a size 20 Red Midge Larva that was trailed off a micro egg pattern. Egg-midge combos are a good rig during the winter months.]


  By the latter part of February, the deep freeze is over and milder temperatures improve the fishing dramatically. Daytime temperatures slowly rise above the 30-degree mark, as springlike conditions are right around the corner. The nights and mornings are still cool, so dress accordingly by layering up. It’s better to be able to remove some extra clothing rather than being cold and miserable.


  February is a great month to fish with adult midge patterns. I’ve experienced incredible hatches both mid-morning and late afternoon during this time of year. A small Parachute Adams (size 24-26) fished in the slow tailouts can be the ticket when these midge hatches occur. This can be technical dry-fly fishing, and anglers must incorporate long leaders (12 to 15 foot) and 7X tippets into their fishing strategies. Delicate presentations are required if you plan to hook any of these super-selective fish in the slow, deep pools. One poor cast, and the game is over.


  If you direct your attention along the river’s edge, you’ll see hundreds of adults on the ice and snow. If you opt to nymph, a size 24 Black Beauty fished mid-column is effective in the shallow riffles once you see adults flying in the air. In some cases I fish two small midge pupae (one black and one brown in a size 24 or 26) when I see several fish suspended in the water column toward the head end of a run. It’s hard to go wrong with a size 24-26 Top Secret Midge this time of year as the dropper fly. Don’t be afraid to fish with a three-fly tandem rig, trailing the two aforementioned patterns off a micro egg.


  Even though wind is always a factor at Charlie Meyers SWA, unsettled spring weather produces the worst wind of the year. If you can tolerate it now, you’ll have no problem the remainder of the year. I recommend using side shields on your polarized glasses (or wraparound glasses) to keep your eyes from resembling a road map by the end of the day. Take along some eyedrops, which you’ll appreciate by the day’s end.


  Spring (March through May)


  By the first part of March, rainbows, cuttbows, and Snake River cutthroats begin their annual spawning ritual. There is a distinct possibility that you can hook and land a fish of a lifetime here at this time: Fish larger than 10 pounds are caught every year during this exciting spawn run. Pre-spawn fish move up from Eleven Mile Reservoir into the South Platte River in search of areas to spawn. The entire spawning process typically lasts until mid-April, but depending on flows and weather patterns, the spawn may vary two weeks on either side. Matt Sanderson, one of the top guides in the area, offers the following recommendations for fishing the spawn:


  
    My best advice for fishing the spring run would be to cover a lot of water! Obviously if you can sight-fish, that is the preferred method—walk and look for targets. If the crowds are heavy, look for the in-between water, watch other anglers, and be aware of your surroundings. Migratory fish are straight out of a large body of water and are not used to seeing people standing over them or walking by them nonstop. Use that to your advantage; fish where others are not and look for an area a large trout can feel hidden and comfortable. The smallest, most nondescript depressions can hold the largest fish.

  


  The numbers of lake fish that enter the river vary year to year based on water temperatures and the outflows being released from Spinney Mountain Reservoir. I’ve observed years when lots of big fish come into the river, and other years where the run was so light it almost went unnoticed. During low flows or drought conditions, the fish tend to spawn in shallow coves or toward the inlet of Eleven Mile Reservoir.


  In many instances the fish move into the river at night to spawn, and then retreat to the lake during the first hour or two of daylight before the hordes of anglers arrive. They also hide underneath undercut banks or ice shelves during the day and spawn at night. Evidence of redds (spawning areas) but no large lake fish in the riffles or deep runs is a sure sign that the fish are spawning at night (and hiding during the day).


  When flows are above 100 cfs, the fish prefer to spawn in the river and seem to be affected less by an angler’s presence. These large rainbows move into the shallow riffles to spawn and then move back into the deeper runs for protection. You’ll find the biggest fish in the riffles just after sunup. As soon as a few anglers arrive, these large, crafty fish once again retreat into the deeper holes and runs for cover.


  For the past several years, the flow has rarely surged above the 100 cfs mark during the spawning period, making it extremely difficult for the spawn-run fish to advance upstream in pursuit of key spawning areas. The magical number seems to be when the flow is between 125 and 150 cfs in order for lots of rainbows to move upstream from Eleven Mile Reservoir. If the flow is reduced to below 75 cfs, the fish slow down their progression upriver.


  During a normal water year (when the flows exceed 100 cfs), the first rainbows out of the lake take the first available shallow, riffled, or gravel areas to spawn. Subsequent rainbows take the next prime spawning areas (upstream) and so on, until the spawners finally reach the dam area or are exhausted and unwilling to swim through adverse conditions such as low water.


  These large rainbows move several miles in one day if needed, but for the most part their visit is short and sweet. The spawn run changes from year to year depending on the flows and the number of fish that have been planted in Eleven Mile Reservoir. In the spring of 2004, many of the large rainbows that were transplanted from Antero in 2002 ran up into the South Platte River, and the overall spawn run was the best in years for larger fish. I saw community redds (several trout in one spawning area) with 10 pairs of 3- to 5-pound fish in the lower river.


  During low-water years, the fish opt to spawn in the old river channel of the inlet of the lake. The old river channel (which is normally buried under several feet of water) has a narrow, deep channel that is conducive to holding trout, yet at the same time there are wider sections suitable for several spawning fish. So, during low-water years anglers can expect to find a large percentage of the spawning fish close to Eleven Mile Reservoir.


  Please don’t fish for the spawners on redds. These spawning areas can be easily identified by the lighter-than-normal coloring of the streambed. In addition, avoid stepping in these areas if at all possible. Fishing to spawning trout on redds is unethical and adversely affects the future of the stream. Allowing the fish to spawn with the minimum amount of stress greatly enhances future trout populations.


  If you see anglers fishing to spawners, politely encourage them to fish elsewhere. If at all possible, educate them about the spawning process if they are unaware of it. Many anglers see a female depositing her eggs and assume that she’s a feeding fish because they see a flash.


  From my past experiences, I’ve found the bigger pre-spawn fish to be down between the gauging station and the inlet of Eleven Mile Reservoir. I typically fish the lower stretches early in the year and late in the year when the fish migrate upriver to spawn. In my experience, most of the big fish stay in the lower half of the South Platte throughout the spawning process.


  Of course, there are always exceptions to the rule. Dan Wright, a fellow guide, caught a 31½-inch, 14-plus-pound fish 50 feet below the upper perimeter near the dam. It was one of the most impressive rainbow trout I have seen in this section of the South Platte River. So, don’t rule out the upper reaches too.


  A good number of Snake River cutthroats, often 14 to 18 inches long, enter the river system during this time. I’ve enjoyed success sight-nymphing to these with egg patterns in 18 to 24 inches of water. I typically find them eating a lot eggs behind large rainbow spawning areas. Occasionally you’ll see and catch big cutthroats in the 18- to 24-inch range; to date, the biggest one I’ve personally scooped into my net was about 5 pounds.


  By the end of March, anglers experience the beginning of the Blue-Winged Olive hatch. For some reason this hatch is sporadic at times (compared to other stretches of the South Platte), and in many cases there aren’t enough duns on the water to get the trout rising. Overcast days provide optimum fishing, with the hatch beginning by 1 p.m. and usually lasting for an hour or two. The best hatches I’ve encountered have been on rainy, drizzly, or snowy days, as any serious dry-fly angler might expect. Mayfly nymphs become standard ammunition for the next several weeks, and nymphing in the shallow riffles becomes an important strategy. Midges also continue to hatch daily and are an important part of the trout’s diet.


  Once the spawn is complete, I typically switch gears and concentrate my efforts on the upper two-thirds of the river (from the Barns area upriver to the dam). Egg patterns remain effective for several weeks after the spawn. Water temperatures now begin to climb on the lower stretches as summer approaches, and I believe that many of the fish migrate toward the cooler water (toward the dam) as the water temperature begins to approach the high 50s and low 60s. It’s been my experience that the fishing is much slower in the lower sections from mid-May until late August. Electroshocking surveys performed by Colorado Parks and Wildlife also show a much larger concentration of fish in the upper reaches between the Barns and dam.


  [image: Snake River cutthroats add a lot of excitement to the spring spawn run above Eleven Mile Reservoir.]


  If the water temperature exceeds the 67-degree mark (this typically only occurs during drought years when flows are at a bare minimum of 40 to 50 cfs), the angling community requests that everyone refrain from fishing until the temperature drops or the flows improve. If anglers do fish during these conditions, it stresses the trout, which may die from the hooking and landing process.


  Look for small Yellow Sally stoneflies to hatch in May and the first two weeks of June. A size 16 Oliver Edwards Yellow Sally, size 16 Mercury Pale Morning Dun Nymph (a good Yellow Sally imitation too), size 16 Morrish Iron Sally, and size 14 yellow Pheasant Tail are effective in the fast, shallow riffles. A size 16 Yellow Stimulator or yellow Mini Hot effectively imitates the Yellow Sally adults.


  Summer (June through August)


  By mid-June, Pale Morning Duns begin hatching. Nymphing is productive in the morning with a size 18 Flashback Barr’s Emerger, Mercury Pale Morning Dun, yellow Flashback Mercury Pheasant Tail, or Mitchell’s Split Case PMD. By 10 a.m. the hatch begins and it typically lasts until 12:30 or 1 p.m. The quality of the hatch is directly linked to the stream flow: If the releases are lower than 180 cfs, the chances are good you’ll encounter some excellent dry-fly fishing with a size 16-18 Mathews’ Sparkle Dun (PMD), Stalcup’s CDC Biot Pale Morning Dun, or Cannon’s Snow Shoe Dun (PMD). If the flows are high (above 250 cfs), the dry-fly fishing is sketchy; however, this is not to say that the nymphing and emerger fishing won’t be fantastic!


  [image: Mark Adams battles a powerful rainbow that he fooled on a Barr’s Graphic Caddis. Caddis pupae are especially effective when swung in the current.]


  The caddis hatch occurs around the same time as the Pale Morning Duns. Caddis pupae fished on the swing typically produce several nice fish. Two of my favorite pupa patterns are Barr’s Graphic Caddis and Mercer’s Swing Nymph. The pupae and adults play an important part in the trout’s diet for several weeks. The fish rising in the shallow riffles are usually feeding on small, beige-colored caddis adults.


  Caddis rises are typically splashy, which makes things less confusing when trying to determine whether the fish are taking an adult caddis or a Pale Morning Dun. PMD mayfly takes are usually in slower water along the grassy banks, and the trout sip in these adult mayflies. Typically little surface disturbance is associated with a fish feeding on a Pale Morning Dun.


  One of my favorite rigs for the afternoon fishing is a size 18 Flashback Barr’s Emerger trailed by a caddis pupa. This rig makes sense due to the presence of both caddis and PMD mayflies. I occasionally use a stomach pump to remove any doubt regarding what the fish are keying on. As previously mentioned, I am a huge fan of Mercer’s Swing Nymph and Barr’s Graphic Caddis from mid-June through mid-July. You may witness fish eating caddis pupae in the afternoon—the clue here is the aggressive feeding pattern, which creates a small boil or disturbance near the surface.


  During the same time period, the small green midge begins to hatch. This size 24 insect has a bright lime-green body with white wings. During the afternoon you’ll hear a high-pitched buzz around your head from a swarm of these tiny midges. They typically hatch right after the Pale Morning Duns for a several-week period.


  I am told by several Charlie Meyers SWA regulars that a Griffith’s Gnat works well when trying to imitate the adult green midge. As long as I have been fishing this section of the South Platte River, I have never caught a single fish on the surface during this midge hatch. I have, however, caught several fish on Green Machines, which makes perfect sense because it is the pupa stage of this lime-green midge.


  I asked Roger Hill, author of Fly Fishing the South Platte River, what he thought about the green midges. He suggests using a green-bodied Griffith’s Gnat with the hackle clipped on the bottom, and he has also enjoyed some success with a green Fore-and-Aft midge. Hill agrees that there is no one effective fly for this hatch; in fact, he said his success varies from year to year depending on the flows and stream conditions. If anyone would know, it would be Hill, a true master in the area and a phenomenal dry-fly angler!


  In his book Hill says that he will erect a bronze plaque on the banks of the South Platte River to honor the angler who designs a green adult midge that will consistently fool fish on the surface. There’s only one stipulation: He insists the artificial imposter must be green.


  Anglers should be aware of the weather patterns that develop on a daily basis at this time of year, including intense thunderstorms and heavy rain showers. If you get trapped in a lightning storm, retreat to the car or take shelter in one of the nearby barns or corrals. My customers and I have felt static-electricity shocks in our rods (sparks jumping between our thumb and the cork handle) several times when walking across the hayfield. It can be downright spooky when lightning bolts are bouncing off the nearby mountains and pastureland.


  Don’t take any chances: These storms typically move through quickly, and fishing returns to normal in short order. It may take you 10 to 15 minutes to get back to your car in the event of a nasty storm, so give yourself enough time and don’t wait until the storm is right on top of you to leave. In a few rare cases the river may be discolored for an hour or two after a heavy rainstorm, but typically the stream clears fairly rapidly.


  [image: This brown trout was caught with a size 16 tan Elk Hair Caddis. Skating or skittering a caddis adult is an effective strategy to entice fish when they are ignoring dead-drifted imposters. MARK ADAMS]


  
  High-Water Season


  

  June and July are often the high-water months on the South Platte below Spinney Mountain Reservoir. This is a consequence of spring runoff coupled with frequent afternoon rain showers, some heavy at times. The monsoon season, which typically begins mid-July, produces regular rainfall that has a strong impact on the South Platte River (both the Middle and South Forks) above Spinney Mountain Reservoir, which in turn affects the flows below the reservoir. Flows can be as high as 400 cfs (sometimes higher; we’ve seen up to 1,200 cfs in recent years) from a heavy afternoon rain shower. Flash floods happen frequently in South Park.


  Industry professionals like Landon Mayer have to adapt to the conditions as they change. If you wait around for ideal conditions, you may never fish, so be willing to adjust your tactics for high water. According to Mayer:


  
    Before Spinney Mountain Reservoir was built in 1982, the South Platte River in South Park was subject to uncontrolled flooding every year. Now with the dam in place, the 5.5 winding miles of river see their share of fluctuating flows from normal releases in the range of 150 to 300 cfs to a whopping 1,250 cfs! This can and will intimidate any angler, but easy meals and soft-water seams will deliver even when it is hard to wade-fish. I designed my Mayer’s Mini Leech in sizes 14-16 (olive/rust/black) for these exact conditions to match the small drifting freshwater leeches. When trout are looking for big meals like leeches, worms, scuds, sow bugs, and crane fly larvae, you can find some huge fish a few feet from the river’s edge.

  


  The city of Aurora typically matches incoming flows as their releases (outflows) from the bottom of Spinney Mountain Reservoir this time of year. This, of course, depends on the level of the reservoir. If Spinney Mountain Reservoir is not full, Aurora does not match the incoming flows until the lake fills.


  [image: As Mike Lyons can attest, the high-water season at the Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area produces some quality resident trout. Don’t let the high water fool you—fishing can be excellent with scuds, San Juan Worms, and leech imitations when flows are above 400 cfs.]


  Don’t fret over the high water, as spring runoff can produce some excellent nymph fishing with scuds, San Juan Worms, and leeches. The high water knocks loose some of the larger food organisms from the substrate and the trout go on a feeding binge. Another bonus is the crowds are light this time of year because a lot of anglers are intimidated by the high water.


  It’s hard to go wrong with an orange or olive UV Scud, earthworm brown San Juan Worm, pink Flossy Worm, Chamois Leech, Pine Squirrel Leech, or Mayer’s Mini Leech. Some of the biggest rainbow, cuttbow, and brown trout of the summer season are caught when the river levels are above 400 cfs. ■

  


  For the most part, only a few biting insects inhabit the Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area. If it’s been a wet year (excessive rain), mosquitoes will undoubtedly be in the hayfields. Anglers can also expect to see an occasional deerfly or horsefly. It’s never a bad idea to carry insect repellent in the event you need it. Mostly the bugs are just annoying as they buzz around your face and neck. Wearing a wide-brimmed hat, long-sleeved shirt, sun gloves, and a Buff protects you from biting insects, as well as the brutal sun.


  As July unfolds, anglers can look forward to the biggest and most prolific hatch that takes place at Charlie Meyers SWA. Tricorythodes (Tricos) are bar none the most productive hatch on the entire South Platte River and my favorite hatch to fish. Clouds of these white-winged black mayflies fill the sky so thickly that it resembles fog or mist.


  Big fish (i.e., 16 to 20 inches) feed in tiny wolf packs in several key dry-fly riffles, runs, and pools during this time. If you’ve never experienced a hatch of this magnitude, you’re in for a special treat! (Note: Depending on the year, Tricos may start sporadically as early as mid-June.) The start of the Trico hatch is sporadic, but within a two-week period the hatch intensifies dramatically and the mating swarm resembles a plume of smoke.


  To maximize your success during the Trico hatch, you must arrive at the river early. The four parking lots fill up fast since the duns begin to hatch by 7 a.m. Unlike the Blue-Winged Olive and Pale Morning Dun hatches, the spinner fall is the most important part of the Trico hatch. The duns offer anglers reliable dry-fly fishing, but there’s no comparison to the spinner fall. When you arrive in the morning you’ll see a few rising fish, which are most likely eating adult midges and Trico duns. By 8 a.m. the trout switch their attention to the Trico duns. A size 24 Hi-Vis Baetis or size 24 Sparkle Dun (BWO or Trico) fools these surface-feeders that are selectively feeding on the duns.


  [image: Keep an eye on the sky during the summer. Storms build quickly and produce severe weather. Make sure you allow enough time to get back to your vehicle safely in the eventof a thunderstorm. JAY NICHOLS]


  [image: The Trico hatch produces some of the best dry-fly fishing of the summer season. Anglers arrive every morning between late June and September to partake in this exceptional dry-fly fishing.]


  Trout feeding on Trico duns are much easier to catch than those fish feeding on spinners. This is due to the density of the hatch, as too many bugs can be as problematic as not enough. Watching the whole Trico hatch progress


  

  

  

  

  [image: Isaac Simon admires a beautiful brown trout he fooled on a Stalcup’s CDC Biot Comparadun. This fly can be fished as a dun, spinner, or sunken spinner, making it one of the most versatile Trico patterns available.]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: The brown trout spawn run begins in late September and continues through October. During this time, anglers have the opportunity to catch a brown of a lifetime. MARK ADAMS]


  

  

  

  

  [image: Brown trout up to 30 inches are caught each season at the Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area as they migrate upstream from Eleven Mile Reservoir to spawn. Egg-midge combos are an effective strategy this time of year. This brown trout was fooled with a Red Midge Larva.]


  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  [image: Kokanee salmon show up in the river mid-September. They’ll eat an assortment of flies including egg patterns, red Copper Johns, bright streamers, and flashy midge imitations. JACOB HANSON]


  [image: Landon Mayer fooled this pre-spawn brown trout with a black Mayer’s Mini Leech. This fly is effective year-round, but especially deadly during the shoulder seasons when migratory trout are looking for a big bite. MICHELLE MAYER]
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Matt Sanderson caught this large rainbow down near the inlet of Eleven Mile Reservoir, a
staging area where rainbows stack up prior to moving into the river to spawn. JoHN keeFover
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This brown trout was caught with a size 16 tan Elk Hair Caddis. Skating or skittering a caddis
adult is an effective strategy to entice fish when they are ignoring dead-drifted imposters.
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Forrest Dorsey caught this large pre-spawn rainbow with a size 20 red Manhattan Midge
above Eleven Mile Reservoir. Some of the biggest trout are found between the inlet of Eleven
Mile and the gauging station.
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Isaac Simon admires a beautiful brown trout he fooled on a Stalcup’s CDC Biot Comparadun
This fly can be fished as a dun, spinner, or sunken spinner, making it one of the most versatile
Trico patterns available.
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As a steward of the environment, it's
important to practice catch-and-release. A
speedy release ensures that a fish lives to
fight another day.
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Onacold, blustery day at the Charlie Meyers SWA, Brian Leen persuaded this thick-bodied

cuttbow to eat an egg patter near the S Curve. The S Curve is a good place to look for
migratory fish during the spring.
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The Trico hatch produces some of the best
dry-fly fishing of the summer season. Anglers
arrive every morning between late June and
September to partake in this exceptional

dry-fly fishing.
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Snake River cutthroats add a lot of excitement to the spring spawn run above Eleven Mile
Reservoir.
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Kokanee salmon show up in the river mid-September. They'll eat an assortment of flies
including egg patterns, red Copper Johns, bright streamers, and flashy midge imitations.
JACOBHANSON
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Humpback browns are an added bonus when you're fishing the Charlie Meyers State Wildlife
Area. These lake-run fish enter the river during the summer months (during peak flows) to
capitalize on strong hatches of caddis, Pale Morning Duns, and Tricos. When the flows drop
below 100 cfs, many of these fish return to Eleven Mile Reservoir.
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The Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area is one of the best tailwaters in the country. It supports

rich and diversified aquatic life as well as an impressive population of rainbows, cuttbows, and
brown trout. sav NicHoLs
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As Mike Lyons can attest, the high-water season at the Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area
produces some quality resident trout. Don't et the high water fool you—fishing can be
excellent with scuds, San Juan Worms, and leech imitations when flows are above 400 cfs.
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Keep an eye on the sky during the summer.

Storms build quickly and produce severe
weather. Make sure you allow enough time
to get back to your vehicle safely in the event
of a thunderstorm. sy Nickos
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The Charlie Meyers State Wildlife Area is known forits healthy population of wild brown trout.
Tailwater junkies like Joe Morissette come from all over the United States to fulfill their bucket
list on one of America's top trout streams.
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J Core fooled this stunning South Platte
rainbow in February with a size 20 Red Midge

Larva that was trailed off a micro egg pattern.
Egg-midge combos are a good rig during the
winter months.






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_007.jpg
Colorado Parks and Wildlife has instigated several stream restoration projects to reinforce
stream banks, minimize erosion, reduce insect-choking sediments, narrow the river channel,
and provide structure for resident trout to thrive under a wide range of conditions. jorn keerover
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Brown trout up to 30 inches are caught each season at the Charlie Meyers State Wildife Area
as they migrate upstream from Eleven Mile Reservoir to spawn. Egg-midge combos are an
effective strategy this time of year. This brown trout was fooled with a Red Midge Larva.






