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Introduction



    Before the famous voyages of Captain James Cook, the Atlantic Ocean was the
    main arena for European voyages of discovery. While England did engage in
    exploration, it was simply not in the same league as countries like Spain,
    Portugal, and France. English expeditions were neither as ambitious or
    successful as those of several continental nations.



    No European country, whether British or continental, had yet accurately
    mapped the Pacific Ocean. There was no inkling that a place like Australia
    was out there, and the question of whether a great southern continent could
    exist was by no means answered.



    Few would have suspected that James Cook was destined to change this when
    he was born to a poor family in Yorkshire. At that time, in the eighteenth
    century, Great Britain was a strictly stratified society. There was
    virtually no social mobility, and individuals from humble circumstances who
    managed to climb the social ladder were truly few and far between.



    One of the small number of places in British society where someone like
    Cook had a hope of achieving a level of greatness was the Royal Navy. As a
    youth, it seemed that Cook would spend his life as a farm worker, like his
    father. A fateful move and an attraction to the sea, however, intervened
    and set the young man on a path to historic voyages and discoveries.



    James Cook brought more of a scientific approach to exploration than had
    been used before. This methodology allowed the accomplishments that led to
    Cook’s immortal fame. Cook is also remembered for the strictly disciplined
    routine he imposed on his ship crews to help ensure health and hygiene, as
    well as efficiency. Unfortunately, Cook took an overly forceful approach
    with the indigenous populations he encountered. There can be no doubt,
    however, about Cook’s significance and his impact on history.



Chapter One



    Cook’s Early Days and Journey to North America



    “Ambition leads me not only farther than any other man has been before me,
    but as far as I think it possible for man to go.”



    —James Cook



    James Cook was born on October 27, 1728, in the small Yorkshire village of
    Marton near Middlesbrough. Cook’s father, also called James, was an
    agricultural worker. The elder James Cook had moved to Yorkshire from
    Scotland after the Jacobite rebellion of 1715 and fell in love with a woman
    named Grace Pace, who was from Thornaby on Tees. Grace gave birth to the
    future Captain James Cook in a humble cottage made of stone with a thatch
    roof. The cottage is believed to have had only two rooms and possibly mud
    walls.



    James and Grace Cook had eight children, but five of them appear to have
    died in childhood. The survivors were James and two sisters, Christiana and
    Margaret. Margaret, born in 1742, would eventually marry a man named James
    Fleck, while Christiana, born in 1731 or 1732, married a fisherman.
    Christiana lived until the mature age of 64 in 1795, while Margaret died at
    the age of 62 in 1804.



    Because of James’ father’s work and the hope of a better place to live, the
    Cooks moved back and forth between Marton and closeby Ormesby a number of
    times. In around 1736, the elder James was promoted to the position of
    foreman at Aireyholme Farm. It is thought that the family then lived in one
    of that farm’s estate cottages, and James received a basic education at the
    village school. After he had left school, he followed in his father’s
    footsteps and obtained farm work.



    James’ mental energy and ambition, however, made farm work an unsuitable
    calling for him. He felt compelled to seek out better opportunities and
    arenas in which he could make better use of his mental facilities. His
    parents wanted him to have a more fulfilling life than they had been able
    to enjoy, and they did not object when James wanted to leave. In 1745,
    James moved to Staithes to work for a merchant, grocer, and haberdasher
    called William Sanderson. The Sanderson’s shop was situated on the seafront
    of the fishing village, and it was there that Cook first saw and grew to
    love the sea.



    Although Cook had been happy with his job at the grocer and haberdasher’s
    at first, his ambitions made him eager to make a greater mark in the world
    than would be possible on his current trajectory. After spending less than
    one year at the shop, Cook made his wishes known to Sanderson. As Cook was
    an apprentice, Sanderson could have thwarted his dreams, at least for a
    significant amount of time. Luckily, however, Sanderson was good-natured
    enough not to try to stop Cook from following his dreams of a life at sea.



    In 1746, Cook left Staithes to become an apprentice to a ship owner and
    coal merchant named John Walker. To his great excitement, Cook had the
    opportunity to sail on a number of vessels. During the winter months, he
    lived with the Walker family in Whitby along with other apprentices and
    spent his time studying. The Walkers were a strict Quaker family, and they
    instilled a sense of strong discipline into the young man. They also
    encouraged him in his dreams and made him realize that he had what it took
    to go further as a mariner.



    In 1755, Cook decided on a career with the Royal Navy and set off to
    achieve his new calling. It may seem strange to us today, but at this time
    it was unusual for men to choose such an occupation. Because of the
    unpopularity of enlisting in the Navy, it had to force people in, through
    such methods as violently detaining men in harbors and even kidnapping
    individuals from commercial ships. Being in the Royal Navy, especially in a
    lowly position in the hierarchy, was a difficult life full of privation of
    various kinds. Men in the Navy were forced to be away from their families
    and friends for long stretches of time, and life onboard a ship was one of
    unremitting duty and routine.



    Cook was not so easily deterred, and at the very beginning of his career in
    the Navy, he participated in the patrolling of Scottish waters, the Irish
    sea, the English Channel, and coastal areas of France. This was part of the
    effort to protect British territory, as the country was in conflict with
    France at the time.



The first ship on which James Cook sailed in the Royal Navy was    The Eagle. It was commanded by Sir Hugh Palliser, who was soon
    impressed by Cook’s enthusiasm and skill. Sir Hugh Palliser was born in
    1722 in Yorkshire. His family was of the gentry, and they had a large
    estate at Newby Wiske. But being the younger son, Palliser had to find a
    profession where he could, because of the rules of primogeniture, in which
    the estate in its entirety must go to the eldest son. And so, he entered
    the Navy and became a captain of foot.



    In 1758, James Cook left European waters and was sent to North America.
    People tend to forget that Cook would spend as many as nine years in
    Newfoundland, Quebec (then referred to as Lower Canada), and Nova Scotia.
    It was during these instrumental years he developed the knowledge and
    skills that would one day make him famous. The young man was a remarkably
    fast learner, and he became proficient in complex endeavors that most other
    men of the same age would have found overwhelming. During this period,
    Cook’s official naval title or rank was that of master.



    Like Cook, Sir Hugh Palliser had a genuine love of and enthusiasm for the
    sea, and he enjoyed the respect and appreciation of his superiors. Even
    though Palliser was from a well-established family, he still lacked the
    level of connections and patronage that some other young men possessed.
    Through hard work and determination (and the help of the patronage he did
    have), he established a successful career and rose through the ranks.



    Palliser gave Cook the position of NCO, non-commissioned officer, two years
    later. Sir Hugh Palliser remained an important advocate for James Cook and
    his talents for a long time to follow. This endorsement, of which Cook must
    have been very proud, helped to make up for Cook’s lack of social
    connections and the patronage in the Royal Navy that they could bring.
    While it would take him longer to progress through the power structure than
    others with much less natural talent, ability, and drive, the opportunity
    that Palliser gave him at least made it possible that he would one day be
    able to overcome the social obstacles he faced.



    James Cook’s first long voyage and opportunity to show his potential was on
    a ship called the Mercury, which was sailing to Canada to fight
    the French. Cook, appointed master of the ship, made the significant
    accomplishment of charting the St. Lawrence River. This feat brought him to
    the notice of people far up the Royal Navy chain, as it was Cook’s map that
    permitted the British to make crucial impact in a decisive battle in
    Quebec. As a result, Cook was awarded the position of steersman. He was
    also made a navy surveillance assistant under the supervision of a Captain
    Grenville.



    In 1759, Cook spent at least six months in the waters near New York and
    Boston. Cook was often called upon to act as a messenger during this
    general time period, bringing essential information to fellow British naval
    men to help them defeat the French in the conflict over territory in North
    America. Soon







Conclusion



    Today, James Cook is a household name. Few in the Western world have never
    heard of him, and it’s difficult to find a person who does not know that he
    was a great mariner and explorer.



    While he is both loved and hated, no one can deny Cook’s immortal fame. We
    have learned that James Cook was an extraordinarily talented and
    intelligent man, but also that, like many other human beings, he was
    dreadfully flawed.



    For all of Cook’s many faults, most of us can acknowledge that the
    captain’s determination and sense of vision for what he could accomplish
    was something worth respecting. The question of whether his efforts were
    given the right direction is one that is up for greater debate.



    When we think of James Cook, it is vital to think of him in his historical
    context. He was a bright boy born into a family of farm laborers in a
    discouragingly stratified and unfair society. With his limited education,
    options were extremely few. He saw that the Royal Navy might be the place
    for him, because of its relative abundance of opportunity and his
    enthusiasm for the sea and adventure.



    The young Cook felt the need to prove himself and show his abilities to the
    world, and he succeeded in doing so for the course of his life. There can
    be little doubt that James Cook made his family and everyone associated
    with him proud as he traveled around the globe and accomplished things that
    would have been unthinkable in earlier times, especially for the son of a
    laborer.


