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Puffin has been inspiring big dreams for more than 80 years. Since 1940, millions of children have grown up dreaming of snowmen coming to life, rivers of chocolate and Borrowers under the kitchen table. Here’s how Puffin’s own story began …

The first ever Puffin books didn’t tell stories, but instead were factual books. In 1940, Allen Lane, the founder of Penguin, published the first four Puffin books aimed at children evacuated to the country because of World War Two – War on Land and War at Sea by James Holland, and War in the Air and On the Farm by James Gardner. In that same year, the first female editor for Puffin, Eleanor Graham, set out during an air raid to discuss the launch of a paperback series, Puffin Story Books. In 1941, the first fiction books for children were published, including Worzel Gummidge by Barbara Euphan Todd.

In the 1960s Puffin launched the Puffin Club, which promised to ‘turn children into readers’ and at its height had over 200,000 members. Membership included the quarterly magazine, Puffin Post, illustrated by Jill McDonald, a badge and a secret code. The Puffineers even raised money to buy a stretch of the Yorkshire coastline to be used as a puffin sanctuary.
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Many Puffin stories have had lives beyond the page, transformed into tales told via film, theatre and even computer games. There are many classic children’s films inspired by Puffin books: Roald Dahl’s Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Michael Ende’s The Neverending Story, Anne Fine’s Madame Doubtfire, Dick King-Smith’s The Sheep-Pig and Jeff Kinney’s Diary of a Wimpy Kid. In 2020, a reimagined film of Roald Dahl’s The Witches scared a new generation of children.

Over the years, Puffin has innovated with books of all shapes, sizes and subject matter. Puffin helped realize Eric Hill’s vision for lift-the-flap on his Spot books and Allan and Janet Ahlberg’s The Jolly Postman envelope design. In 1981, when the Rubik’s Cube trend was at fever pitch, Puffin quickly produced You Can Do the Cube by schoolboy cube master, Patrick Bossert – which sold a million copies.

The little bird is recognized around the world. India, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand have published Puffin books by their own authors and illustrators. Puffin books have even travelled to outer space, when astronaut Tim Peake read Goodnight Spaceman by Michelle Robinson and Nick East from the International Space Station. In 2013 a crater on Mercury was named after the author of A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine L’Engle.

Puffin’s story is the sum of a million stories. Every year, editors at Puffin seek out new and exciting voices and worlds to spark readers’ imaginations. On the following pages you’ll meet a few of Puffin’s new heroes, like Hetty Feather, Little Badman and Rowley Jefferson, as well as much-loved favourites like the BFG, Alfie and Stig.

This book was created to celebrate Puffin’s 80th birthday in 2020. On its pages you’ll find stories, poems and illustrations from Puffin’s past, present and future. There’s also a sprinkling of big dreams from brilliantly inspiring leaders in their fields and children taking part in Puffin World of Stories, a project co-created with the National Literacy Trust to revitalize school reading spaces.

Some of these dreams are big, and some of them are small. Some are wild, and some are full of love, hope and kindness. There are dreams that are bold and brave, dreams that take you far, far away and dreams that bring you home to your very own bed. There’s a dream for everyone in this book: a dream for today and a dream for the future.
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At Puffin, we believe that stories can inspire a child to feel that they can be, and do, anything. However, the reality is that not every child has access to books and stories.

One in 11 disadvantaged children in the UK don’t own a book. And children’s reading levels in England are the second most unequal in Europe, after Romania.

Lacking vital literacy skills holds a person back at every stage of their life. As a child they won’t be able to succeed at school, as a young adult they will be locked out of the job market, and as a parent they won’t be able to support their own child’s learning.

That’s why at Puffin we work closely with our friends at the National Literacy Trust, a charity that supports schools and communities across the UK to give disadvantaged children the literacy skills they need to succeed in life.
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Five per cent of the RRP (recommended retail price) from this book will go towards helping the National Literacy Trust continue their life-changing work – from carrying out vital research, to delivering transformational programmes on the ground.

This includes Puffin World of Stories, a programme funded by Puffin, which aims to give primary schools the tools they need to help re-vitalize their school library as a hub of creativity and imagination, and inspire children to fall in love with reading.

Libraries are suffering from a chronic lack of investment – 53 per cent of teachers say they don’t have a library in their school. Puffin World of Stories gives participating schools hundreds of brand-new free books and bespoke training for teachers to help them build a love of reading in their school.

Puffin World of Stories has helped 225 schools to transform their libraries into hubs of creativity and imagination and aims to support hundreds more over the next three years.

To find out more visit puffinworldofstories.co.uk.
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WRITTEN BY MALORIE BLACKMAN

Illustrated by Good Wives and Warriors

I have a super-power. Just one, but it’s the most powerful in the universe. That’s not bragging, that’s a fact. I can fly higher, dive deeper, run faster than anything else you can think of – guaranteed. And my power ensures I will live forever. I am a boss! Check out my costume. I bet you’ve never seen anything like this before. Sometimes I wear a rainbow-coloured cape, swirling it round my body to move through time and space. There are times when I don’t even need a cape to jump from one country to the next, from one planet to the next, from one galaxy to the next. I just close my eyes and concentrate and let the power wash over me and from me and through me. It’s such a wonderful feeling. In those moments I know there is nothing I can’t do.

So, you – yes, you – I’m coming for you. I can come from any direction. I can make myself smaller than a quark or large enough to fill multiple universes. So keep your eyes and ears trained on me and let me fill your thoughts. Let me take over your mind. Let me ignite your senses. Can you smell me? What do I smell like? Fresh-cut grass? A field of flowers? A new football? Favourite chords on a guitar? What do I taste like? Fizzy like sherbet on your tongue? Sweet like chocolate or sharp like lemon juice? Do I taste like a blue-washed sky or gathering storm clouds?

Touch me. How do I feel? Get to know me, because I’m going to be with you for a long time, a lifetime – if you’ll let me. I will be with you for as long as you want me. You need me, but if you stop feeding me, I can’t grow. If you stop wanting me, I have to move on. That’s just the way it is. I hope you’ll always keep me in your life, because without me there would be no stories, no inventions, no games, no music, no art, no science. Without me there would be no life, no worlds. No progress. No potential. There would be nothing but nothingness.

Lean in closer. That’s it. D’you want to hear a secret? My very biggest secret. My power only works if I share it. In fact, the more I give away, the bigger I grow and the stronger I become. That’s why I’m giving it to you. And when you use this power and share it, it will grow stronger in you too. It’s a lot like true love in that way – the more you give, the more you get. D’you know what that means? You now have the ability to travel across time and space. To fly higher, dive deeper, run faster, and live more lives than you’d ever thought possible. You have the power to shrink till you’re smaller than an atom or to grow taller than a star.

Concentrate hard. Open your heart and see it. Open your mind and hear it. Take a deep breath and breathe it in. Open your mouth, stick out your tongue and taste it. Reach out with everything you are and everything you have and feel it. Plant it as an image in your mind. Sing it, paint it, write it, build it, play it – the choice is yours. See! I told you. I helped you do that.

All you have to do is believe.

And call my name.

Whisper it. Shout it. Enjoy it.

What’s my name?

Imagination.
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WRITTEN BY STUART HERITAGE

Illustrated by Nicola Slater

Two dogs sat in the park. Pancakes, the big hairy yellow one, huffed, ‘I’m bored,’ as he blew a tuft of fur from his eyes.

‘ELEPHANTS!’ shouted Cha-Cha, the little tiny brown one, as he ran round Pancakes on the grass, wagging his tail.

‘Elephants?’ asked Pancakes. He looked around, but he couldn’t see any elephants. He could see a bench, he could see some swings, he could see a bin, but he couldn’t see any elephants. ‘Do you think there’s an elephant in the bin?’ he asked.

‘I RUN AWAY!’ shouted Cha-Cha, and shot off towards the bin.

Pancakes slowly pulled himself up on to all four paws and called out to his friend. ‘Cha-Cha, don’t jump in the bin again!’ he yelled. ‘Last time you did that, you stank for a week’.

But it was too late. ‘I NAUGHTY!’ Cha-Cha shouted as he launched into the air, heading straight for the bin. But as he flew closer, his eyes grew bigger and bigger. ‘PANCAKES!’ he called out.

As Pancakes ambled up to the bin to see what the commotion was, there was a great big flash. A small purple man jumped out of the bin and on to the ground. Pancakes and Cha-Cha looked at the strange man in front of them. ‘ELEPHANT?’ asked Cha-Cha.

‘No, little dog!’ cried the man. ‘I am not an elephant. I am the genie of the bin, and I am here to grant you three wishes.’

‘What’s a wish?’ asked Pancakes, screwing up his nose.

‘A wish is something that you want,’ replied the Bin Genie. ‘Ask me for anything and I will give it to you. I am a genie. I am magic.’

‘If you’re magic, why do you live in a bin?’ asked Pancakes, who couldn’t understand why anyone would want to live somewhere so stinky.

‘Look, do you want these wishes or not?’ scowled the Bin Genie.

‘Sorry, yes!’ replied Pancakes. ‘Just let me talk to Cha-Cha first.’

Pancakes turned round and looked Cha-Cha right in the eye. ‘Cha-Cha, this is very important,’ he said. ‘The genie says we can have anything we want. Anything at all. Do you understand?’

Cha-Cha cocked his head to one side.

‘Now, I know you like elephants,’ Pancakes said. ‘I know elephants are all you ever talk about. But this is our big chance. We can ask for anything. What about a pizza? A pizza the size of a paddling pool! Do you want a pizza the size of a paddling pool?’

Cha-Cha cocked his head to the other side.

‘OK, I’ll ask him,’ said Pancakes. ‘Just, whatever you do, don’t say “elephant”.’

Pancakes turned back to the Bin Genie. ‘Bin Genie, we know our first wish. Please can we have a pi–’

‘ELEPHANT!’ shouted Cha-Cha.

[image: ]
‘Your wish is my command!’ shouted the Bin Genie, and a giant elephant appeared in a puff of smoke.

Pancakes turned back angrily. ‘Cha-Cha, what did you do? Where on earth are we going to put an elephant?’

‘Sorry, Pancakes,’ said Cha-Cha.

So Pancakes tried again. ‘Bin Genie, our second wish is for a great big yummy, cheesy –’

‘ELEPHANT!’ shouted Cha-Cha.

‘CHA-CHA!’ screamed Pancakes.

‘Your wish is my command!’ shouted the genie, and a second giant elephant appeared in a puff of smoke, only this one was covered in melted cheese.
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Pancakes held his paw to his face. ‘Cha-Cha, what did I say?’ he asked.

‘No elephants,’ said Cha-Cha.

‘And what did you say?’ asked Pancakes.

‘Elephants,’ said Cha-Cha.

‘It’s OK, I think I can fix this,’ said Pancakes. He turned back to the Bin Genie. ‘Bin Genie, can we start again?’

‘No,’ said the Bin Genie.

‘So we’re stuck with the elephants?’ asked Pancakes.

‘You have one wish left,’ said the Bin Genie.

Pancakes sighed. ‘I’m going to ask the Bin Genie to make the elephants go away,’ he told Cha-Cha. ‘That will be our last wish.’

Cha-Cha looked at Pancakes. Then he looked over at the elephants, who were happily slapping each other with their trunks. Then he looked back at Pancakes with tears in his eyes.

‘No elephants go away,’ Cha-Cha said quietly.

‘What is your final wish?’ asked the Bin Genie.

Pancakes looked at Cha-Cha. He saw how happy the elephants made him. He sighed.

‘Two saddles please.’

And they rode the elephants home.

‘Why do I have to sit on the cheesy one?’ asked Pancakes, screwing up his nose.
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[image: ROWLEY JEFFERSON'S BIG DREAM. Written and illustrated by Jeff Kinney]
My big dream, when I grow up, is to open a cupcake shop with my mom and dad. That way we could be with each other all day and at night, too. We could live in an apartment above the shop and we could have a spiral slide from our floor to the shop, so it would be easy to get to work. And that would be good for the environment because we wouldn’t need a car. We could always tell our customers to “have a sweet day” because that would make people smile. Our cupcakes wouldn’t have soya because I’m allergic and it gives me hives. Sometimes, if me and my mom and dad were in a silly mood and there were no customers in the shop, we’d put on some Oldies music and we’d have an icing fight. But if my dad said, “OK, that’s enough fun, let’s get back to work,” I’d say, “OK, but work is fun too Dad.” Then he’d smile and say, “You make me proud Rowley.” And when my mom would put me to bed at night, she’d say, “Hope you have sweet dreams,” and I’d giggle because I’d know it was a cupcake joke.
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WRITTEN BY PATRICIA FORDE

Illustrated by Rachael Saunders


The giant wakes

He creeps over the roof of our house

He fills his lungs and blows
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He blows so hard

That the trees buckle in front of him

Their faces almost touching the ground

He frees his voice and roars

A booming ring

That hits the hills




And boomerangs

Spilling noise like

Buckshot

Bouncing off the green grass




From his eyes

Bright light flashes

A yellow knife

Cutting through the skies

Then he rushes about our garden

Huffing and puffing

Moaning and groaning

Whistling and whining




Mum and I are inside

Our noses pressed against the glass

Watching, waiting

The giant shakes the trees

And sends the leaves flying through the air




At his feet

Small animals run to hide

Birds duck into their nests

And children

Pull covers over their terrified eyes

While the giant

Shakes their houses
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But we aren’t afraid

We are GIANT HUNTERS

Mum and I

And we won’t stand for this

We pull on our armour

And take up our swords

Ready?

Mum looks at me

Waiting

Ready! I say

And out we go

Into the frenzy




Dan Next Door tries to keep us in

‘You’ll catch your deaths!’

He shouts

From the top window

But we don’t listen

We roar

Our voices loud as a giant’s

We roar and run

We rush and race

While the rain lashes

Pelting us with darts cold as ice




The giant tries to knock me over

But Mum grabs my hand

I wave my sword at him

Mum kicks up clouds of leaves

With her boots

The clothes dance on the clothes line

Crazy can-can dancers

Until the giant grabs them

And catapults them up into the scowling sky

Mum runs to rescue them
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I see the giant capture our swing

And cast it into the air

I grab it

And climb on board

Up I go

Up on the giant’s back

Flying through the air

Mum cheers

And opens her mouth

To drink the sweet cold rain

And we laugh

And laugh

And laugh




The giant is getting tired

Soon we can barely hear his angry roars

He stops blowing

A hurricane

And becomes a soft breeze

The rain he lashed at us

Is now a lazy plop

That sits on broad leaves

The giant tries one more time

But gutters, splutters and dies




All is quiet

A velvet silence

Falls on the garden

Nothing moves

And the birds begin to sing

Mum nods at me

Our work here is done!

She helps some sorry flowers to their feet

I splash in the water

That was freed from the pond

I hold Mum’s hand

And we head back into the house




GIANT HUNTERS!

Safe again

Together




Ready for the next time

Ready for anything
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WRITTEN BY LISETTE AUTON

Illustrated by Elisa Paganelli

There’s a bit at the bottom of the garden where the Gang hang out. Putnam wanted to call us the Spectral Investigators cos she likes ghosts. We argued and Aisling went home in tears because we all said, ‘Hadaway!’ to her Pink Sparkly Unicorns ’R’ Us idea.

The next day, when they came back, and we all shook hands and spat over our left shoulders to make it better again, I said, ‘The Gang’s proper reet enuf, cos we’re so good we divvent need anotha posh name.’
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And that was it.

We drew the name out in pencil first, just in case we forgot how to spell The Gang, and then painted it in yellow and orange. We’d used up all the other colours doing the underwater mural along the wall at the bottom. Aisling painted the dolphin on it. When she got to its eyes she kept saying, ‘I’ll just make ’em match,’ an’ they got bigga an’ bigga … until Putnam took the paintbrush off her. We meant to paint over it when she wasn’t looking, but we kind of liked that it was wonky.
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I say garden. That’s hedging the truth, as me nana would say. Not sure that’s the propa phrase, like, but if Nana says it, it’s right, or she’ll stand behind the door and get the backs of your legs with the wooden spoon. That’s another reason why using me wheelchair is mint; she cannot get at mine.

The garden is more of a concrete rectangle with occasional weedery which half passes for a flower. In fact, they are flowers. Don’t know who gets to decide weeds are second-class plants. Not right that.

Can I tell you a secret? Promise you’ll keep it for me?

Really promise?

If you wait long enough, the mural moves.

If you wait long enough, the mural invites you inside.

I haven’t told the rest of the Gang yet, cos I wanna keep it all to meself for a bit. An’ anyways, they’re always saying to me, ‘Oi, Davey Grout, stop tellin’ tales!’

Then they listen, like. Cos I tell ’em good.

Spent a lot of years lying down flat, with just me nana lookin’ after us, and I got good at making worlds in me head.

Then Putnam moved in next door and she waved at the window. And when I went out in me chair she just said, ‘Nice wheels,’ and that was it. Dead easy.

Don’t know why I didn’t think it’d be dead easy with her.

Be nice if everything was, if I didn’t feel like a weed when I can’t get into a shop or people talk to Nana instead of me. She’s brill then, just says, ‘You talk to him, ain’t you got no manners?’ Then she does this massive tut thing, and they go bright red and
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