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      “Let Christ make you the ministers of His healing as well as sin-destroying power, for Christ both healed and forgave sins at the same time. Now, why hold to the one and neglect the other? Why set one lamp on the stand and the other under the bushel?”

      
        
        —Ethan Otis Allen

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Acknowledgments

      

      
        Foreword

      

      
        Introduction

      

    

    
      
        
          Part I

        

        
          
            
              Forgotten Father

              J.D. King

            

            
              
                Childhood and Sickness

              

              
                Healed of Pulmonary Tuberculosis

              

              
                The Beginning of His Ministry

              

              
                Supernaturalistic Approach to Healing

              

              
                Not Depending on the Flesh

              

              
                Allen’s Methodology of Healing

              

              
                Spiritually Rooted Diseases

              

              
                Testimonies of Healing

              

              
                Traveling Companions

              

              
                The Fruits of His Ministry

              

              
                Moving out of Anonymity

              

              
                The Last Days of a Forgotten Giant

              

            

          

        

      

      
        
          Part II

        

        
          
            Preliminary Thoughts

            J.D. King

          

          
            
              Faith Healing

              Ethan Otis Allen

            

            
              
                Fulfilling My Duty

              

              
                My Initial Healing Encounter

              

              
                Fighting Sickness Again

              

              
                Another Battle

              

              
                The Healing of Polly Avery

              

              
                The Healing of Thomas Gross

              

              
                The Healing of Sister Paine

              

              
                Continuing to Walk in Faith

              

              
                The Healing of Elizabeth Maxon

              

              
                The Healing of Fanny Paine

              

              
                The Healing of Margaret Taylor

              

              
                The Healing of Minnie Maxon

              

              
                The Healing of Charles Bush

              

              
                Additional Healings in the Paine Family

              

              
                The Healing of Samuel Otis

              

              
                Making a Faith Confession

              

              
                Ministers of Healing and Sin-Destroying Power

              

            

          

        

      

      
        
          Part III

        

        
          
            Preliminary Thoughts

            J.D. King

          

          
            
              Healing Pioneer

              Various

            

            
              
                William Telfer MacArthur of California

              

              
                Edgar K. Sellew of Massachusetts

              

              
                Sarah M. C. Musgrove, of Troy, New York

              

              
                Carrie Judd Montgomery of Beulah Heights, California

              

              
                Anna Cassel Reiff of Chicago

              

            

          

          
            Death of Pioneer Healer by Prayer

          

        

      

    

    
      
        Notes

      

      
        About the Editor and Compiler

      

      
        Help me out!

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

          

        

      

    

    
      A book worth reading is seldom brought to life in solitude. More often than not, it is the product of a benevolent and engaged community. That is undoubtedly true of Faith Healing: Insights from Ethan Otis Allen, the First American Healing Evangelist.

      First of all, I wish to acknowledge Carole Hawkins, Esther Tsai, and Phyllis Demeo for your editorial assistance. You helped disentangle a badly jumbled text. Thank you!

      I also want to celebrate the elegant layout and design of Rachel Greene. Manuscripts always seem to come alive with your capable touch.

      Shawn Jonas, you somehow forged a magnificent cover out of an old, tattered photograph. You achieved something that I thought was nearly impossible.

      In highlighting the generosity that I have received, I also want to thank Pastors Steve and Kathy Gray—along with Revive Church in Kansas City, Missouri. This extraordinary spiritual community has been beside me along the way, providing endless support and encouragement.

      Finally, I could accomplish nothing without the backing of my wonderful wife and kids. Bobbie, my greatest love, you offer unending patience and affection. I am overwhelmed by you. Allyson and Matthew, thank you for giving your father the opportunities to reflect and write. My family is, perhaps, the greatest gift of all.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD

          

          JENNIFER A. MISKOV, PH.D.

        

      

    

    
      I am so thankful for J.D. King stewarding this important and forgotten story, giving honor where honor is due.

      Ethan Otis Allen was such a significant pioneer of pioneers. Never seeking a platform, he would go out to many who would normally be overlooked or forgotten so that he could demonstrate the love and power of God.

      He was a forerunner in the Divine Healing Movement, teaching and modeling the power to heal before it was accepted in the church. Allen’s passion for healing paved the way for other prominent healing evangelists to come after him. He influenced many other influencers, much of the time humbly from behind the scenes. Even though Allen was shy and more introverted, that didn’t stop God from raising him up as a father in the Faith Cure movement.

      Allen was determined to set people free and see them delivered from sickness no matter how long it took. He took the time to travel just to pray for the one God called him to pray for, many times fasting until he was able to see the full deliverance.

      He was known as a father in the faith to many. His life brings hope and faith to us all. His story now told shows that God can use any individual who gives his or her wholehearted yes to Him.

      I know I am personally indebted to Ethan Otis Allen’s yes to God. If it wasn’t for him, I might not be where I am at today. He had the courage to pray for African American Sarah Ann Freeman Mix during a time racial segregation and long before the Civil Rights movement came to the scene. Because of his courage to cross the racial divide to demonstrate the love of God, Sarah was radically healed. Not only that, Allen even invited Sarah and her husband Edward to travel and minister together with him afterwards.

      Following her healing, Sarah’s testimony got printed in a newspaper. This article came to the attention of Carrie Judd Montgomery’s family in Buffalo, New York. They were desperate for Carrie’s healing and had already lost several of their other children to sickness. When things look the darkest, they read Sarah’s testimony in the public newspaper about how she was healed when Allen prayed for her. They immediately wrote to Mrs. Mix, as she was commonly referred to, asking her to pray for Carrie. Mrs. Mix quickly responded with a letter to Carrie encouraging her to set aside time on February 26, 1879, to pray between 3:00-4:00 pm and then to act in faith according to God’s Word found in James 5. Mrs. Mix who was in Connecticut, had a prayer meeting at that time and agreed to pray long distance for Carrie. Then during that set apart time of prayer, around 3:30 pm and while on her death bed, Carrie was miraculously healed by the power of God and in answer to the prayers of Mrs. Mix. Carrie later went on to have a very significant healing ministry.

      I later discovered Carrie Judd Montgomery when I was doing my Ph.D. while in England. I was so captivated and inspired by her faith in God, that I decided to do my whole Ph.D. thesis on her life and theology. Carrie’s life and testimonies have given me the courage and strength to step into some of my own breakthroughs. Discovering her story has literally shifted the trajectory of my life in a powerful direction for which I am so blessed. None of this would have happened without Allen’s one yes.

      The momentum of one yes is so powerful. From Ethan Otis Allen’s one yes to cross over racial divides to love the one in front of him, to Mrs. Mix’s yes to pray for Carrie in her time of desperate need, from Carrie’s yes to open up some of the earliest healing homes in the nation, to my yes, inspired by Carrie’s faith, to step out and plant a revival community around God’s presence, the momentum continues to build. The question I want to ask us today is, what are we going to do with the momentum that Ethan Otis Allen began with his one yes? How will we take the ground that he’s paved for us and go even further in our day?

      
        
        —Jennifer A. Miskov, Ph.D., author of Life on Wings: The Forgotten Life and Theology of Carrie Judd Montgomery (1858-1946)

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

          J. D. KING

        

      

    

    
      The motivation for this work goes back nearly twenty-five years. While plumbing the depths of Pentecostalism and seeking to discover something about my upbringing, I learned of an adjacent healing revival.

      I recall being astonished by the marvelous tales. At the time, I didn’t know much about the Faith Cure Movement, but I was intrigued by a few of the leading figures and their extraordinary encounters.

      In the 1880s and 90s, this transatlantic awakening touched thousands of lives and set the stage for global Pentecostalism.1 Crippled people deserted their crutches—walking for the first time in years. The formerly bedridden were regaining vitality. Miracles flourished.

      In this revival, outstanding figures emerged. The afflicted masses heard from anointed preachers like A. B. Simpson (1843-1919), Carrie Judd Montgomery (1858-1946), John Alexander Dowie (1847-1907), and Maria Woodworth-Etter (1844-1924). These exceptional men and women brought the message of divine healing to the forefront.

      But in probing the Faith Cure Movement, I observed lesser-known figures that also made significant contributions—Charles Cullis (1833-1892), W. E. Boardman (1810-1886), and Sarah Ann Freeman Mix (1832-1884).

      One name, however, stood out in my studies—Ethan Otis Allen (1813-1903). I read stories about this penniless man and how he launched the ministry of healing, alone, in the United States in the 1840s. I found his mysterious life captivating.

      A few years afterward, I came into possession of an old, beat-up copy of Allen’s book, Faith Healing: Or What I Have Witnessed of the Fulfillment of James 5:14–16. After poring over it, I felt it would be good to make this forgotten work accessible to others.

      I put this proposal on hold for several years. Eventually, I got around to editing an assortment of Ethan Allen material. This particular work is what you’re now holding in your hands.

      I have organized this inspirational book into three sections. The first is a biographical sketch of Ethan O. Allen. The second is a modern edition of Allen’s Faith Healing. The last segment is a compilation of testimonies and personal musings from colleagues and friends.

      In the first portion of this text, I wanted to create a biographical sketch, along with a brief introduction to Allen’s theology and practices. This section aims to introduce this marvelous intercessor’s life.

      The heart of this book is, however, located in the second segment. It includes Allen’s Faith Healing: Or What I Have Witnessed of the Fulfillment of James 5:14–16. Here, the evangelist’s interpretations and observations are available for direct examination. This material is an absolute treasure.

      The last part of this publication includes impressions from figures that had direct contact with Allen’s ministry. This section provides valuable insights about this neglected spiritual father.

      This book intends to reassert the magnificent legacy of healing in America and remind believers how God uses the unlikely. I hope that you’re inspired by Faith Healing: Insights from Ethan Otis Allen, the First American Healing Evangelist.

      
        
        —J. D. King

        Christos Publishing
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      “Now, Lord, help us to get our fingers around this grain of mustard seed.”

      
        
        —Ethan O. Allen
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