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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and do not hesitate to write in it — personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:


	•  revised and understood a topic

	•  tested yourself

	•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.




Features to help you succeed
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.
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Making links

This feature identifies specific connections between topics and tells you how revising these will aid your exam answers.
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Exam skills

These summaries highlight how the specific skills identified or applicable in a chapter can be applied to your exam answers.
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Compare

This feature shows you how to make comparisons with UK content.
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Summaries

The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Revision activities

These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online

Go online to check your answers to the exam questions and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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My revision planner


Introduction

Structure of the exam

Assessment objectives

Answering a 12-mark question

Answering a 30-mark question

Three approaches to comparative politics

1 The Constitution

Compromises of the Constitution

The nature of the Constitution: three key features

Amending the Constitution

The key principles of the Constitution

Comparing the US and UK constitutions

2 Congress

The structure of Congress

The functions and powers of Congress

The distribution of powers within Congress

The committee system and oversight

Congress and representation

Congress and legislation

Congress and oversight

Voting in Congress

Parties in Congress

Factors that influence the relationship between Congress and the presidency

Comparing Congress with the UK Parliament

3 The presidency

The formal powers of the president

Informal sources of presidential power

Theories of presidential power

The president and foreign policy

Limits on presidential power

Comparing the president with the UK prime minister

4 The Supreme Court

Membership of the Supreme Court

Judicial philosophy

The appointment and confirmation process

The power of judicial review

Judicial activism and judicial restraint

The Supreme Court and the Bill of Rights

The Supreme Court and public policy

The Supreme Court and federal government power

Checks on the power of the Supreme Court

Comparing the US and UK supreme courts

5 Civil rights and liberties

Protection of civil rights and liberties

Affirmative action

Voting rights and minority representation

Immigration reform

Comparing the protection of rights in the USA and UK

6 Elections

Presidential elections

Congressional elections

7 Parties and interest groups

Party organisation

Party ideology

Party policies

Coalitions of supporters

The polarisation of US politics

Current conflicts within the parties

The two-party system

Third parties

Comparing US and UK parties

Types of US interest group

Functions of interest groups

Methods used by interest groups

Power of interest groups

Impact of interest groups on government

Comparing US and UK interest groups

Now test yourself answers

Glossary

Exam practice answers and quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads





Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go


	•  Start by looking at the specification — make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to familiarise yourself with the topics.

	•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.

	•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.

	•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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4–6 weeks to go


	•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the reminders, key terms and summaries. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.

	•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers at the back of the book.

	•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.

	•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads

	•  Try using different revision methods as you work through the sections. For example, you can make notes using concept maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.

	•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go


	•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.

	•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.

	•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, your teacher is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination


	•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, key terms and summaries.

	•  Check the time and place of your examination.

	•  Make sure you have everything you need — extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.

	•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examination.
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My exams

Paper 1: UK Politics

Date: ......................

Time: ......................

Location: ......................

Paper 2: UK Government

Date: ......................

Time: ......................

Location: ......................

Paper 3: Comparative Politics

Date: ......................

Time: ......................

Location: ......................
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Introduction



Structure of the exam

US politics is examined in the Component 3A: Comparative Politics exam paper. It is a 2-hour exam which is worth 84 marks, a third of the total marks for A-level Politics.

In Section A, you need to answer ONE 12-mark question from a choice of two. This section tests AO1 and AO2 (see below) and the question will require you to ‘Examine…’ something. This will be a comparative question.

Section B is similar but there is only ONE compulsory question, again examining AO1 and AO2. This question will require you to ‘Analyse…’ something.

Section C is focused on US politics alone and requires you to write TWO 30-mark essay answers. This examines AO1, AO2 and AO3. You will choose TWO questions from a choice of three. These questions will require you to ‘Evaluate…’ something.



Assessment objectives

The three assessment objectives (AOs) require you to:


	AO1  Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, issues and theories.

	AO2  Analyse aspects of political concepts, issues and theories.

	AO3  Evaluate aspects of politics and make substantiated judgements and conclusions.
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Remember

If the exam question asks you to ‘Examine’ something, you need to consider it in detail and identify the similarities and differences with something else. So, for example, if the question was ‘Examine the ways in which the US Senate and the UK House of Lords differ’, you would need to identify and then consider in detail all of the differences between the two legislative chambers.
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Answering a 12-mark question

You have 2 hours to complete the whole exam, so should spend around 20 minutes answering each 12-mark question. In order to gain high marks, you should aim to examine and analyse around five or six different points — each of which will need elaborating on.

The Section B 12-mark question explicitly states that you need to make reference to at least one comparative theory — this means that when discussing similarities and differences, you must mention the comparative theory that is most relevant to your point. See the discussion on page 8 for more information.
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Remember

If you are asked to ‘Analyse’ something, you need to examine, explain and interpret in detail an aspect of politics. If the question was, for example, ‘Analyse the differences between the ways in which rights are protected in the USA and the UK’, you would need to do more than identify the differences — you would need to elaborate on each difference and assess its importance or its relevance.
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Answering a 30-mark question

A 30-mark question requires you to write an essay. You have to answer TWO of these questions in Section C, and should spend 40 minutes on each question. You are expected to provide a balanced argument and then reach a substantiated judgement in your conclusion. You should discuss at least four points on either side of the argument and then, in your conclusion, come down on one side or the other. Remember that you should not be writing phrases such as ‘I believe…’ or ‘in my opinion…’ — use more academic phrases such as ‘on balance…’, ‘as has been shown…’, or ‘in light of what has been discussed…’.
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Remember

If the exam question asks you to ‘Evaluate’ something, you need to consider the arguments and come to a conclusion about their importance or success. So, if you were asked to ‘Evaluate the extent to which Congress is an effective legislative body’, you would need to consider all the arguments that Congress is effective and all that arguments that it isn’t effective and then, in light of the arguments for and against, make a decision about whether Congress is or isn’t effective.
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Remember

If an exam question asks you to ‘Evaluate the extent to which…’ it requires you to weigh up both sides of an argument or an issue and reach a judgement one way or another. So, if the question was ‘Evaluate the extent to which the Supreme Court has quasi-legislative powers’, you would need to discuss the arguments that the Supreme Court does have quasi-legislative powers and the arguments that the Supreme Court does not have quasi-legislative powers. You would then need to reach a conclusion based on the arguments and decide whether the evidence in favour of the Court having these powers outweighs the arguments against.
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Three approaches to comparative politics

For A-Level Politics you are required to look at three different approaches to explaining similarities and differences between the political systems of different countries. In your Section B 12-mark answer, you must refer to at least one of these approaches.


Rational theory

This focuses on the individual within a political system and assumes that they will act rationally in a self-interested way. You could refer to rational theory when discussing the fact that prime ministers might use their popularity with the electorate to persuade Parliament to



Cultural theory




Structural theory
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