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For He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man and are at their wits’ end. Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and He bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad because they be quiet; so He bringeth them unto their desired haven.

—Psalm 107: 25-30
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Chapter 9
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IT’S THE STRANGEST sensation, one I’ve never known before. I almost feel like I’m dreaming, or having what I’ve heard referred to, as an out-of-body experience. I can hardly believe it’s happening at all.

Am I really getting up out of bed?  Sure enough, my legs straighten beneath me, crossing each other as they carry me to the door. I’m not really going to open that door though, am I?  But I do, the knob cold in my hand. I’m not actually sneaking around to the basement door?

‘See for yourself,’ I hear that voice say, as I step carefully, anxious that the creaking stairs will give me away.

The logic flows through me, reassuring me, quashing any doubts. The rains never let up, and that’s God’s doing. The fact that Zach had to stay the night must also be God’s will. And, if so, for what other possible reason that this?

But that pesky little voice answers, ‘To give you the opportunity not to do it, to resist the temptation.’

‘No,’ I leap to correct myself, ‘I’ve resisted temptation all this time. Surely God wouldn't keep trying me like that. If this is a test of anyone, it’s of Zach, not me; a test of his desire for me, a test of his readiness to take me, a test of his readiness to leave me behind forever.’

My heart is pounding as I reach the bottom stair of the basement, the cot set up in the corner. We have extra space upstairs, but both Zach and Daed insisted that the basement would be more appropriate. At first my thought was that Daed must have thought, ‘Zach doesn’t want to tempt me.’

But as I see him on that cot, I realize Zach was looking ahead, to the possibilities of being together in a secluded room, where nobody could see or hear us.

‘It’s meant to be,’ I hear that voice in my head admit. ‘How can it be any other way?’

I step closer to the cot, my heart beating faster still. When Zach turns, I feel as though it will finally just explode.

“Katie?”

“Zach.” He reaches for the propane lamp on the table near the cot, but I stop him with, “No, don’t! Leave the light off.”

I take another step toward him, and Zach sits up, the sheets over his red long johns. “Katie—”

‘Here it is,’ I say to myself, ‘the moment of truth!  Everything we’ve ever been to each other, every hour we’ve spent making each other laugh, letting each other cry...it’s all been leading to this.

Finally...’

But the next voice I hear isn’t Zach’s.

It’s Daed’s. “What on Earth is going on down here?”

I turn and back up, finding myself standing next to Zach sitting on the cot, as Daed walks down the basement stairs, Mamm behind him, a deer rifle in front of him.

“Katie!” she says, with a disapproving tone. “How could you?”

I look around, not sure of what to say. There isn’t much I can say, but to repeat the things I was thinking about: God’s will, and the storm. But even as I think about it now, it makes less sense than before, when my body was doing the thinking, and my brain was just going along for the ride.

Daed says, “You little snit!  I can’t believe you lied to me, bald-faced, like the serpent himself.”

I’d be quite offended to be compared to the devil himself, but I’m sad to observe that he’s not too far off. I did try to tempt Adam with the apple, in this particular metaphor.

Zach stands and takes a step in front of me, a protective gesture that I appreciate. He says, “No, Mr. Lapp, you’re wrong again!  I was the one who lured Katie down here, during small talk after dinner. I was the serpent, not Katie. Yet, for the second time in a single day, you rush to judgment against your own. Mister Lapp, if you learn nothing today—”

“I’ll rush to more than judgment, Mr. Yoder!” Daed raises the rifle and points it directly at Zach’s face. “You’ve just admitted your guilt, there’s not a jury on Earth’s gonna convict me.”

“Daniel, no!”

“Enough, Mary!” She recoils from behind him, terror in her eyes, the like of which I’ve never seen, certainly not on her pudgy face. Daed looks back at Zach. “Now pick up your clothes.”

After an unsteady moment, Zach bends to his overalls. He opens them to step in, but Daed says, “Just pick ‘em up. You can put them on outside.”

I say, “Daed, it’s still raining; he’ll catch his death out there.”

“Better out there than in here.”  He steps back, leaving a clear path to the steps leading up into the house. Zach crosses slowly toward the stairs, and I follow, but Daed glares at me. “Just the boy.”

“Daed, no!  I won’t—”

“Just the boy!” Daed repeats, louder, angrier. Mamm crosses to me, holding me tight, both to offer comfort and to hold me back. So I stand there, clinging to her, as my daed leads Zach up the stairs. We stand in silence as the floorboards creak above us, the door opening and then slamming shut.

Zach is gone, and I’m certain I’ll never see him again.
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ZACH GOES STRAIGHT to Dylan’s place. He’s basically going from one family basement into another, but Dylan has become a trusted sounding board, and the source of some decent and fair-minded advice.

He also has plenty of dry clothes, and his mother’s electric washer and dryer machine at the ready. 

Zach arrives in the middle of the night. Dylan makes a pot of coffee and pours Zach a piping hot cup. “We have to keep it down,” he whispers, “folks won’t be up for a while yet.”  Dylan’s father, a local pastor, doesn’t keep farmer’s hours.

Zach takes a sip of that hot coffee, the steam wafting up his nostrils, soothing and refreshing. Dylan says, “Rough night?”  They share a chuckle, Zach sipping again as the laundry machine hums and tumbles nearby.

Zach tells Dylan everything.

Everything.

And then, he tells Dylan even more: “I tell you, it’s a side of Katie I’ve never seen.”

Dylan says, “I gotta tell ya, Zach, a lot of guys would swap their grannies to be in a basement with their girl like that. I really don’t see why you’re so upset.”

“Because that’s not Katie: not the Katie I’ve known all these years, not the Katie I fell in love with.”

“So you are in love with her.”

“I never said I wasn’t.”

“But you’re willing to leave her behind?”

This stumps Zach, as he considers over a
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